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Information on Traffic Management 
Our transportation network serves all residents and road user types. Traffic Management 
aims to provide a transportation system that is safe, efficient and predictable. This is 
achieved by:  

• Reducing road safety risks through engineering, education and enforcement;  
• Reducing delays and congestion through system monitoring and use of technology 

aimed at increasing the efficiency of traffic signal systems; and 
• Applying nationally recognized guidelines to our transportation network.  

For additional information on programs or traffic management in general, please visit 
halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks.   

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks
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Road Safety Program 
The Road Safety Strategy (2024) was approved by Regional Council in July 2024. It describes 
Halifax Regional Municipality’s approach to eliminating traffic-related fatalities and serious 
injuries by 2038.  

Through the Road Safety Strategy (2024), the municipality adopts the principle of Vision Zero. 
Through this vision, the municipality’s goal is to maintain a downward trend in the rate of 
fatal and serious injuries from collisions per 100,000 residents.  

Vision Zero is an internationally recognized road safety concept first introduced in the 1990s 
in Sweden. Adopted around the world, Vision Zero asserts fatalities and serious injuries on 
our roads are preventable, and that prevention is our shared responsibility.  

The Road Safety Strategy’s Vision Zero is achieved through a number or initiatives like 
physical changes to roads (engineering), working with key partners and sharing information 
that teaches people how to safely use our roads (education and engagement) and 
collaborating with our partners to ensure road user behaviour that is risky and against the 
law is appropriately addressed (enforcement).  

For additional information Road Safety in the Halifax Regional Municipality, please visit 
halifax.ca/roadsafety.   

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/transportation/streets-sidewalks/attachment-1-road-safety-strategy.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/road-safety
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Speeding 
Speed is a major contributor to both the likelihood and the severity of a collision, making 
safe speed a crucial component of a safe transportation system. Speeding is an ongoing 
concern for many residents of Halifax Regional Municipality.  

Under the Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act, the default maximum speed limit on urban and 
residential streets (unless otherwise posted) is 50 km/h.  

Operating speeds are largely influenced by roadway and traffic conditions, with motorists 
typically choosing speeds they perceive to be safe and comfortable. For example, drivers 
tend to travel faster on straight, wide roads with low traffic volumes than on roads that have 
many cyclists, parked cars, driveways, and intersecting streets. When drivers feel more 
constrained by their surroundings, they naturally reduce their speed. Generally, posted 
speed limits that are significantly lower than the speeds the road design supports are often 
disregarded by most drivers. Since permanent changes to the roadway are not always 
practical, enforcement and public awareness play a critical role in managing speeding 
concerns. 

Resident Action 

To request speeding enforcement or to report unsafe driving, please contact the non-
emergency police dispatch applicable to your area.  

Halifax Regional Police: 902-490-5020 

RCMP: 902-244-7208 

It is important to include the time of day that the incident occurred. Details included in each 
recorded call can help police agencies identify any speeding hotspots or patterns. 
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Speed Limit Signs 
Speed limit signs indicate the legal maximum speed limit on a roadway. Maximum Speed 
signs are located at the beginning and at the end of various speed zones, as well as at 
appropriate intermediate locations. The Maximum Speed Ahead sign is placed in advance of 
the first Maximum Speed sign to indicate to motorists that they are approaching a section of 
roadway in which the speed limit has been reduced and to provide drivers with time to adjust 
their speed entering the new speed zone. 

Under the Motor Vehicle Act, the default legal speed limit on urban and residential streets is 
50 km/h. Speed limit signs are installed when the speed limit is higher or lower than the 
default speed limit. Signs are not required for enforcement of the default speed limit unless 
it is necessary to reinforce a maximum 50 km/h limit on rural highways or on major arterials. 
Maximum Speed signs may be placed on the entrances to subdivisions when the entrance 
is off a roadway having a higher posted maximum speed limit.  

Resident Action 

To request a speed limit sign or to report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 
Contact Centre. 

 

 

  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Speed Limit Changes 
Changing the speed limit of a roadway has little effect on the behaviour of motorists. 
Realistically, setting artificially low speed limits that go against driver expectation and 
roadway conditions results in violation by otherwise responsible drivers. Speed limit 
changes should, therefore, be accompanied by other behaviour-changing measures. 
Studies show that changes to roadway configuration are more effective in slowing driver 
speed than lowering speed limits.  

The nature of growth and development in the Halifax region, and the emphasis on a safe 
systems approach to road safety, does necessitate review of speed limits on some corridors. 
Corridor reviews consider such things as changes to land use and development, increased 
volumes of vehicles, pedestrians and cyclists and the general workload of motorists on the 
corridor.  

On corridors where a change in speed limit is determined to be appropriate, the new 
Maximum Speed signs will be accompanied by “NEW” tabs for a set period following the 
change.  
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Neighbourhood 40 km/h Speed Limit 
The Motor Vehicle Act prescribes a default speed limit of 50 km/h within residential areas 
unless otherwise posted. Currently, the minimum speed limit allowed to be posted on 
streets under the jurisdiction of the HRM Traffic Authority is 50 km/h. 

For HRM to post a speed limit below 50 km/h, an application from the HRM Traffic Authority 
must be made to the Provincial Traffic Authority. The province will consider neighbourhood 
applications on a street-by-street basis where streets with similar characteristics and a 
representative sample are shown to meet the criteria listed below:  

• The functional classification of the street must be local. 
• The current speed limit on the street must be 50 km/h. 
• A speed study must be completed confirming the 85th percentile speed is close to 40 

km/h. The 85th percentile speed defines the speed that 85 percent of drivers usually 
drive at or below under normal conditions. 

• A 40 km/h posted speed limit is recommended by Canadian guidelines for 
establishing residential speed limits. 

• Neighbourhoods with data to support applications for a posted speed limit reduction 
are continuously being reviewed and sent to the Provincial Traffic Authority for 
approval. 

If these approvals are granted, new Maximum Speed signs indicating the reduced speed limit 
of 40 km/h are installed on the entrances to the neighbourhoods; as well as at appropriate 
intermediate locations within the neighbourhood. 

Resident Action 

If you would like to make an official request for your neighbourhood, please contact the 311 
Contact Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Speed Display Signs (SDS) 
Speed display signs, also known as driver feedback signs, are devices designed to reduce 
speeding by alerting motorists of their speed. By providing the information in real time, the 
signs provide motorists the opportunity to alter their behaviour regarding compliance to 
posted speed limits. The use of SDS in speed compliance must be balanced against their 
overuse and/or inappropriate use.  

These signs are being implemented in strategic locations throughout the Halifax region. They 
are intended for use on 

• Major collector and arterial streets: 
o upon community entry/transition to a residential area; 
o beyond the transition zone for a speed reduction; 
o where there is evidence that drivers are not heeding the speed limit, directly 

resulting in high rates of collisions. 
• Local and minor collector streets as a supplemental tool to the Traffic Calming 

program: 
o where physical measures are not feasible due to roadway constraints; 
o as a temporary measure prior to the installation of physical measures in the 

roadway (within 1-2 years of planned construction). 
• Where road geometry may obstruct sight distance to hazardous roadway conditions 

such as a curve.  

Speed display signs will be rotated on a semi-annual maintenance schedule, with 2 signs 
being allocated per District (excluding those identified through the Traffic Calming program). 

Resident Action 

If you would like to request a location for consideration of a Speed Display Sign, please 
contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Traffic Calming 
Traffic calming is the installation of physical measures intended to slow vehicles and alter 
negative driver behaviour.  Physical measures have the most potential for a sustained 
reduction in vehicle speeds. Obstructions, such as speed tables or curb extensions are 
installed to force drivers to reduce their speed as they drive through or over them.  
Regardless of the posted speed limit, drivers should slow down to safely travel over a speed 
table or through curb extensions. Physical measures are installed in sequence, so drivers 
should maintain a lower speed along the corridor.  

Traffic calming helps make neighbourhoods safer for all road users and is an important part 
of building healthy walkable communities. 

Traffic Calming is installed in HRM through the Traffic Calming Administrative Order. 

Resident Action 

To request a new assessment for traffic calming on your street, please contact the 311 
Contact Centre. 

To see the status of all assessed streets, visit the Traffic Calming Assessment and 
Infrastructure Map.  

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/legislation-by-laws/2021-005-op.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://hrm.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=b0309077a2ec4f8ea769d438966c971d
https://hrm.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/media/index.html?appid=b0309077a2ec4f8ea769d438966c971d
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Traffic Calming Measures 
Physical measures used for traffic calming in the Halifax Region primarily consist of vertical 
and horizontal deflections in the roadway. Commonly used traffic calming measures 
include:  

Speed Humps  

A speed hump is a raised area of a roadway, which causes the vertical upward movement of 
travelling vehicles. Speed humps encourage slower speeds of travel by causing discomfort 
for drivers travelling at higher speeds. There is no negative effect on cyclists riding at 
moderate speeds, and there is no effect on resident access or on-street parking. 

Speed humps are constructed with gradual tapers and are installed across the roadway, 
leaving space for drainage where necessary.  Site conditions are carefully reviewed when 
selecting locations for speed humps.  They are not placed on hills, should avoid 
intersections and driveways, cannot cover hardware in the street and need to be visible 
around curves. 

Speed Tables  

Speed tables have a similar impact to passenger vehicles as speed humps; however, they 
are constructed with a wider, flat-topped section that can be installed on Transit routes and 
is easier for emergency vehicles to traverse. There is no negative effect on cyclists riding at 
moderate speeds, and there is no effect on resident access or on-street parking. 

Speed tables are constructed with gradual tapers and are installed across the roadway, 
leaving space for drainage where necessary.  For comparison speed tables are 7 m wide, 
while speed humps are 4 m wide.  Site conditions must be carefully reviewed when selecting 
locations for speed humps.  Initially introduced to HRM in 2020, speed tables are now the 
primary method for traffic calming on corridors.  

Speed Cushions 

Speed cushions differ from speed tables and speed humps because they include channels 
which are designed for large vehicles, such as transit buses and fire trucks, to pass through 
with minimal impact. The wheel track of a passenger vehicle is too narrow to fit in the 
channels, and thus passenger vehicles must traverse over the deflections. Cyclists can 
choose to traverse over the speed cushions or avoid them entirely by travelling through the 
channels between the raised elements. There is no effect on resident access or on-street 
parking.  
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Curb Extensions 

Curb extensions narrow the lane width and are intended to reduce vehicle speeds by making 
the road feel more constrained. Curb extensions can reduce the crossing distance for 
pedestrians when located at intersections and marked crosswalks, and increases mutual 
visibility between pedestrians and motorists. 

When designing curb extensions, turning movements are modelled to ensure that snow 
clearing equipment, emergency service vehicles, and transit vehicles can safely maneuver 
around the deflections.  

 
Speed Humps 
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Crosswalks 
As defined by the Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act, by legal definition, a crosswalk exists at 
every intersection whether marked or unmarked and, by law, a vehicle is required to yield for 
a pedestrian at all marked or unmarked crosswalks. Failure to yield to pedestrians is a 
violation of the Motor Vehicle Act, subject to a Summary Offence Ticket. Pedestrians are 
encouraged to wait for an adequate gap in traffic or until vehicles have come to a complete 
stop before entering the street. 

Throughout the municipality a variety of crosswalk treatments are used, each where they 
are expected to be most effective. Because of the many requests for the marking of 
crosswalks, it has been necessary to establish criteria which provide an objective basis for 
evaluation as to where marked crosswalks are installed on roadways. Most jurisdictions in 
Canada use some form of criteria to determine which crosswalks will be marked and which 
will not. HRM uses the Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) Pedestrian Crossing 
Control Guidelines to determine where and how marked crosswalks are appropriately 
installed.  

Marked Crosswalks 
Marked crosswalks and signs are useful in providing notification to drivers that pedestrians 
are likely to be encountered at a particular location on a regular basis. All crosswalks are not 
marked to prevent overuse of treatments which may result in non-compliance with and/or 
disregard of traffic control devices. When crosswalk signs and markings are used sparingly, 
based on warrant assessments, individual locations are more conspicuous.  

Some of the considerations used to determine locations for marked crosswalks include:  

• Intersections where there is potential for increased conflict between vehicular and 
pedestrian movements; 

• Desired pedestrian connections with high pedestrian volumes; 

• Where the safest place to cross may not be obvious to pedestrians. 

Resident Action 

If you would like to request an assessment for a marked crosswalk, please contact the 311 
Contact Centre. 

 

https://nslegislature.ca/sites/default/files/legc/statutes/motor%20vehicle.pdf
https://www.tac-atc.ca/en/publications/ptm-pccg18-e
https://www.tac-atc.ca/en/publications/ptm-pccg18-e
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Crosswalk Types 
There are various types of marked crosswalks and each is utilized only in certain scenarios, 
based on factors such as road width, vehicle travel speeds, and vehicle volumes. Different 
types of crosswalks are described below.  

RA-4 Crosswalks 

RA-4 crosswalks are basic marked crosswalks with zebra pavement markings and side-
mounted pedestrian signs, two for each direction of travel.  

RA-3 Crosswalks 

RA-3 crosswalks are similar to RA-4 crosswalks, however the side-mounted pedestrian 
signs indicate that it is a school crosswalk, and a crossing guard has been stationed at that 
location.  

RA-5 with Flashing Beacon 

RA-5 crosswalks are pedestrian activated crosswalk treatment systems that consist of 
overhead and side mounted amber flashing beacons, additional downlighting, side 
mounted pedestrian crosswalk signs, and zebra pavement markings. 

Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB) 

RRFBs are pedestrian activated crosswalk treatment systems which consist of two rapidly 
and alternately flashing rectangular amber beacons mounted above the side mounted 
pedestrian crossing signs.  

Pedestrian Signals 

Pedestrian signals, or half signals, are marked pedestrian crossings equipped with traffic 
signals on the major street, stop signs on the minor street, and pedestrian activated signal 
heads with "walk" and flashing "don't walk" indicators. Pedestrian signals typically include 
twin parallel white line pavement markings, however the municipality is moving towards 
including the more conspicuous zebra pavements with this treatment type. Pedestrian 
signals are used at busy intersections when it is necessary to control the sequence of, or 
time allocated to, pedestrian movements. 

Raised Crosswalks 

Raised crosswalks are marked pedestrian crossings that are raised above the 
roadway.  They promote pedestrian safety by increasing mutual visibility between 
pedestrians and motorists.  Shorter pedestrian ramps and tactile indicators will be installed 
to support pedestrians with visual impairments. 
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Raised crosswalks also encourage slower speeds of travel by causing discomfort for drivers 
travelling at higher speeds. They are similar to speed tables, with a flat-topped elongated 
section that can be installed on Transit routes and is easier for emergency vehicles to 
traverse. There is no negative effect on cyclists riding at moderate speeds.   

Crosswalks at Stop Controlled Intersections 

Parallel line crosswalks are painted, if required, at a stop-controlled intersection based on 
factors such as pedestrian flow, geometry, etc. Each leg of a stop-controlled intersection is 
a crosswalk, regardless of whether parallel lines are painted or not.  

Zebra Markings at Signalized Intersections 

Crosswalks at traffic signals are typically marked with twin parallel white lines. A recent 
review of zebra crosswalk markings (or high-visibility crosswalk markings) at signalized 
intersections has resulted in the recommendation to move ahead with implementing zebra 
crosswalk markings at all signalized intersections due to the potential to improve pedestrian 
safety by enhancing the conspicuity of pedestrians. This initiative will be rolled out over a 
number of years through a combination of capital and maintenance projects.   
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School Areas and School Zones 
School Area signs are placed on the approach to an elementary or junior high school to 
provide motorists with advanced warning that there are children in the area who may enter 
the roadway and that they should exercise caution when driving past. The signs are used only 
where a school entrance is adjacent to the roadway.  Placing these signs in areas where they 
are not required leads to general disregard for signs by the travelling public.  

Most school areas are supplemented with regulatory speed reductions, which create a 
school zone. The school “area” sign does not have an associated regulatory speed reduction 
while the school ‘zone’ sign does. The end of the school zone must be delineated with the 
reinstatement of the normal speed limit with a Maximum Speed sign. Signage is placed at 
the beginning and end of the school area/zone to help with compliance and enforcement of 
the regulatory requirements.  

In school areas where the normal speed limit is 50 km/h, the school zone speed is reduced 
to 30 km/h. In areas where the normal speed limit is greater than 50 km/h, the school zone 
speed is reduced to 50 km/h. These reduced speed limits are in effect 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week when a children are present in the school area. “Children present” is defined as being 
(i) on the highway in the school area , or (ii) outdoors, within 30 metres of the highway, in the 
school area.  

School area/zone signs should not be used in an attempt to improve safety at an established 
crossing; other devices have been developed for such a purpose. 
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Traffic Signals 
Traffic signals are designed, installed, operated and maintained to ensure the safe, efficient 
and sustainable movement of people and goods within the Halifax Regional Municipality. 
The function of traffic signals is to assign the right-of-way, safely and efficiently, between 
conflicting streams of traffic at an intersection. 

Traffic signals can be installed on our region’s roadways in one of two ways:  

- A traffic study for a proposed development indicates that traffic signals will be 
warranted because of the increase in traffic volumes associated with the 
development. In this case, the developer is responsible for the installation of the 
traffic signal infrastructure.  
 

- Regular assessments of unsignalized intersections on busy corridors indicate a 
location has reached the warrant criteria for a new signalized intersection. In this 
case, the design and construction of the signal infrastructure is programmed into the 
capital budget.  

Halifax Regional Municipality uses the warrant criteria developed by the Transportation 
Association of Canada to determine whether signalization is appropriate for a particular 
location. The warrant procedure calculates priority points based on various factors such as 
vehicular and pedestrian volumes, intersection geometry, and proximity to other signalized 
intersections. Generally, a total of 100 or more priority points is an indication that 
signalization of an intersection may be warranted. However, other factors such as collision 
history are considered to determine where signalization would be most beneficial and 
appropriate. 

Depending on the various characteristics at any signalized intersection, there are several 
elements and phasing strategies which could be included in the implementation of 
signalized traffic control. These are described in the following sections.  

Resident Action 

If you would like to request an assessment for a traffic signal, please contact the 311 Contact 
Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Pedestrian Phasing  
The pedestrian phase sequence begins with the “WALK” phase. The walk light indicates to 
pedestrians they are permitted to begin their crossing. The typical duration of the walk phase 
is seven seconds, however under certain circumstances this has been increased.  

This duration is not the time provided for a pedestrian to complete the crossing, it simply 
indicates to pedestrians that it is safe to start crossing. 

The flashing “DON’T WALK”, or pedestrian clearance phase, follows the “WALK” phase. 
Pedestrians who are within the crosswalk when the flashing "DON'T WALK" begins will have 
sufficient time to complete the crossing before green is displayed to opposing traffic. 
Pedestrians should not begin their crossing during the flashing “DON’T WALK” phase. 

The duration of the pedestrian clearance phase is dependent on the length of crossing 
distance. An average walking speed of 1.0 m/s over the crossing distance is used to 
calculate the required time for the flashing DON’T WALK to be displayed. In some locations, 
a lower average walking speed of 0.9 m/s is used to calculate a more comfortable clearance 
time. This additional time is typically provided at intersections where there is a large number 
of young children, senior citizens or persons with reduced mobility.   

The steady illuminated “DONT WALK” light indicates pedestrian should not be in the 
crosswalk.  

Pedestrian Countdown Signals 
Pedestrian Countdown Signals (PCS) are used to inform pedestrians of the time remaining 
to complete the crossing. PCS may be used as an optional device at locations where 
pedestrian signal heads are installed. For each location or intersection, PCS may be 
installed at one or more crossings.  

All new and upgraded traffic signals will be equipped with PCS. Other 
signalized locations could be considered for the addition of PCS ahead of an 
upgrade based on a range of characteristics including demographics of 
pedestrians, the pedestrian crossing width, or a history of conflict between 
pedestrians and vehicles.  The presence of PCS may enhance the crossing 
experience, may increase safety and may increase the sense of security.  
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Pedestrian Push Buttons 
Many signalized intersections in the region do not require the use of pedestrian push buttons 
to activate the pedestrian phase. The pedestrian phase will come up automatically with 
every cycle (pedestrian recall). These locations are mainly on the Halifax Peninsula, 
Downtown Dartmouth area, and other high pedestrian volume locations. Exception 
locations will include signage to indicate push button activation is required.  

Other signalized intersections require pedestrian activation through use of the push button 
to enable the pedestrian phase sequence in the traffic signal cycle. This will be indicated by 
signage at the push button. 

Pedestrian activated phasing can reduce unnecessary green time associated with 
pedestrian clearance time when it is not needed. This results in less delay for all road users. 
Pedestrian push buttons can also enable additional safety features to be activated for 
pedestrian protection which aren’t available with pedestrian recall.  

Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) 
A Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI) is a timing option used at signalized intersections to 
activate the pedestrian walk signal before the adjacent (parallel) vehicle signal, providing a 
head start to pedestrians wishing to cross. This head start gives an advantage to the 
pedestrian over vehicles turning at the intersection and has been demonstrated to improve 
driver yielding behaviour. The LPI allows pedestrians to establish their presence within the 
crosswalk, making them more visible to drivers. 

This strategy has been implemented at over 100 locations in the region. Staff are currently 
undertaking an assessment of all remaining locations to determine where LPI is appropriate. 
All remaining locations eligible for leading pedestrian intervals will be programmed as 
resources permit. Assessment for LPI at all new signalized will be standard practice.  

To find out where LPIs are currently installed, visit the Traffic Control Locations dataset 
on Open Data where LPIs are included as an attribute item. 

Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) are devices used to allow visually impaired pedestrians 
to use the ‘walk’ and ‘don’t walk’ signals when they are attempting to cross at a signalized 
intersection.  When activated, the APS provide walk sounds such as a ‘coo-coo’ to indicate 
that the walk light is on in the north-south direction and a ‘three note melody’ to indicate that 

https://catalogue-hrm.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/07e30ae319a24614918f77a3483e8652_0/explore?location=44.666125%2C-63.572700%2C12.66
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the walk light is on in the east-west direction. This directional guidance information is 
especially important at skewed intersections and at wide multi-lane crossings. 

At locations with an APS button, the sound is activated by a single quick press of the APS 
button. The low volume "beep" coming from the APS device at all times is intended to help 
visually impaired pedestrians to locate the button.  

All new signal installations are equipped with APS, in addition to a limited number of retrofit 
installations per year which are based on resident requests and supporting infrastructure. 

All Traffic Control Locations are available on Open Data. The presence of Accessible 
Pedestrian Signals is included as an attribute within this data. 

Protected Left Turn Phasing 
Left-turn signals are installed at select signalized intersections to enhance safety and traffic 
flow. They are especially beneficial where left-turn demand is high and turning movements 
are difficult due to traffic volume or complex road conditions. 

The need for left-turn phasing is determined based on factors such as vehicle volume, traffic 
delay, and collision history. Because time given to left-turn phasing reduces green time for 
higher volume through movements, it can lead to increased delays for other drivers and 
pedestrians. As a result, left-turn arrows are not appropriate at all intersections. 

Protected/Permitted Left Turn Phasing 

A separate interval is provided to accommodate a left turn without conflicting traffic and left 
turns are also permitted during the coinciding through movement. In this arrangement, left-
turn signals display a green arrow, then an amber arrow, and finally a solid green ball. The 
green ball allows drivers to turn left when there are safe gaps in oncoming traffic. This 
phasing reduces delays by permitting turns during the green ball when opposing traffic is 
light, while still providing a protected green arrow phase when left-turn volumes are high. It 
is designed to balance safety and efficiency, as it does not offer full protection of an 
exclusive left-turn phase. However, providing a protected left turn phase of sufficient 
duration to accommodate most left turning vehicles does help reduce conflict with left 
turning vehicles. A short all-red phase can also be introduced between the end of the amber 
arrow and solid green ball to clear any left turn movements before bringing up a conflicting 
signal phase.  

 

 

https://catalogue-hrm.opendata.arcgis.com/datasets/07e30ae319a24614918f77a3483e8652_0/explore?location=44.666185%2C-63.572700%2C12.66
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Protected Only Left Turn Phasing 

With protected-only left turn phasing, the left-turn signals follow a sequence of green arrow, 
amber arrow, and red ball. The green arrow gives drivers the right-of-way to turn left during a 
separate interval without conflicting traffic or pedestrians. The amber arrow signals the end 
of the left-turn phase, and the red ball requires drivers to wait for the next green arrow. While 
these signals improve safety, they can cause unnecessary delays when no opposing traffic 
is present. 

Protected Right Turn Phasing 
Protected right turn phasing involves a separate interval provided to accommodate a right 
turn without conflicting traffic, and right turns are prohibited during the rest of the cycle. This 
phasing strategy is typically considered when there is a need to restrict right turning 
movements on a red signal; which is otherwise permitted at signalized intersections. 

Bicycle Signals 
Traditionally, at signalized intersections, bicycles have been expected to follow 
general vehicular traffic signals or, on shared-use paths, pedestrian signals. 
Recent changes to the Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act, have enabled the use of 
bicycle-specific signals, which allow bicycles to have a signal phase that may 
differ from that of vehicles and pedestrians. 

A bicycle signal includes a green, yellow, and red indication with a bicycle-shaped 
symbol to give priority to different bicycle movements and to facilitate safe bicycle 
crossings. Bicycle signals are especially beneficial where there is a high volume of bicyclists 
and turning vehicles, or where bicyclists are having to navigate a complex intersection.   

The type of bicycle signal phasing provided at a signalized intersection depends on various 
factors such as the bicycle facility type (uni-directional or bi-directional); conflicting turning 
volumes and other vehicle traffic characteristics; and equipment constraints. The inclusion 
of bicycle signals and the type of bicycle phasing is carefully considered to balance safety 
and operational needs at a particular location.  

Leading Bike Interval (LBI) 

Similar to an LPI, a Leading Bike Interval (LBI) or Bicycle Head Start Signal, gives cyclists a 
head start at intersections by allowing them to proceed before vehicles receive a green light. 
This improves cyclist visibility, reinforces their right-of-way over the turning vehicles, and 
encourages drivers to yield. LBI should only be used at intersections with exclusive bike 
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lanes or cross rides, bicycle signals, and Leading Pedestrian Intervals (LPI), ensuring both 
cyclists and pedestrians begin ahead of adjacent vehicle movements. 

Protected Bike Phase 

Protecting a bike phase involves holding all conflicting turning movements while the bike 
phase and bike clearance interval are on. This would typically involve creating a fully-
protected turn phase for the conflicting movement(s). Space and infrastructure constraints 
don’t always allow fully protected turn phasing. In those cases, a short bike-only phase 
could be introduced in the signal phase sequence.  

Transit Signal Priority   
Transit Signal Priority (TSP) describes various techniques to reduce delay and improve 
service for transit at traffic signal-controlled intersections.   

Currently in HRM, TSP is comprised of actuated transit phases. Some 
signalized intersections on busy transit corridors in the region are equipped 
with priority transit signals. These signals provide an exclusive transit-only 
phase, separated from signal phases for general traffic, to give transit 
vehicles a competitive time advantage over private vehicles. These phases 
are typically called only if a transit vehicle is present and are also used to 
provide an exemption for transit vehicles to use the right turn lane as a queue 
jump lane to proceed through an intersection ahead of general through 
traffic.  

Emergency Pre-Emption  
Emergency pre-emption is technology that allows emergency vehicles to override the regular 
operation and phasing of traffic signals to help reduce emergency response times. The 
systems are designed to give emergency response vehicles a green light on their approach 
to the intersection, while conflicting approaches face a red signal.   

These systems utilize technologies like GPS or infrared at an intersection to detect the 
presence and direction of an emergency vehicle. Once a vehicle is detected, the system then 
communicates with the traffic signal controller to allow the signal phasing cycle to be 
adjusted for the approaching emergency vehicle.  

Traffic Management are currently working with Fire Services to upgrade and expand the 
current network of existing Emergency Pre-Emption locations.   
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Regulatory Signs 
Regulatory signs establish traffic rules applicable to specific times and/or locations on a 
roadway. Regulatory signs are installed only under the approval of the Municipal Traffic 
Authority or Deputy. Non-compliance with a regulatory sign constitutes a violation. 
 
Regulatory signs typically fall within one of two classifications, depending on their function:  

- right-of-way control type signs (e.g. stop, yield, etc.) or  
- road use control signs indicating permitted or prohibited use of  a road (e.g. speed 

limit, turn restrictions, one-way, etc.). There are other miscellaneous regulatory signs 
that do not fit within these classifications.  

Right of Way Control 

Stop Signs 
Stop signs are installed to clearly assign right-of-way between 
vehicles, and/or pedestrians, approaching an intersection from 
different directions. Drivers must come to a complete stop before 
entering the intersection and proceed only when safe. 

Stop signs are not installed as a traffic calming measure. They are 
used only when engineering studies indicate that the installation is 
warranted to control right-of-way conflicts.  

One-or two-way stop control is typically warranted under the following conditions:  

• on a minor road entering a major road; 
• on the road carrying a lower volume of traffic or having a lower posted speed limit at 

an intersection of two roads of equal classification; 
• at intersections with restricted sightlines that require drivers to stop in order to 

observe conflicting traffic on the through road; 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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All-Way Stop Control 
All-way stop control may be warranted at intersections which have a significant and 
relatively equal volume of traffic on each of the intersecting roadways, or where an unusual 
geometric condition or collision history exists.  

The volume warrant requires that the combined pedestrian and vehicular volumes on the 
minor street average 200 per hour for an eight hour period. The collision warrant may be 
satisfied where, regardless of volume, an average of 5 collisions per year deemed 
preventable by all-way stop control are reported over a five year period. 

All-way stop control may also be used as an interim measure prior to the installation of traffic 
signals and as an educational tool for an interim period of time when stop control at an 
intersection is being reversed. 

Yield Signs 
Yield signs assign right-of-way to traffic on designated approaches to intersections or 
roundabouts. Drivers are required to slow to a reasonable speed and stop if necessary to 
yield to conflicting traffic. Yield signs are installed where stop control is determined to be 
too restrictive for traffic conditions.  
Yield control may be warranted under the following conditions:  

• on approaches to a through street or roadway where a 
full stop is not consistently required; 
• where a fully developed acceleration lane is not 
provided at an expressway entrance ramp or a right-turn 
channel at an at-grade intersection; and 
• at intersections where a specific operational or safety 
issue exists and engineering judgment indicates that the use 
of a Yield sign would be an appropriate corrective measure. 

 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

 

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Road Use Control 

Speed Control 
See previous section on Speed Limit Signs 

Turn Control 
Turn control signs are regulatory devices used at intersections to restrict or assign specific 
turning movements to enhance safety and/or improve traffic operations. Turn control may 
be supplemented with signage to designate the times of day or conditions the control 
applies, or to include exemptions to the control. 

As a safety measure, turn control signs are used to restrict turns which are hazardous due to 
traffic conditions or roadway geometry; or to prevent motorists from turning the wrong way 
into a one-way street. Full and part time turn controls are also effective in increasing the 
vehicular capacity of intersections by eliminating turns which can cause unnecessary delays 
to other major traffic movements.  

Turn controls which are only in effect for certain conditions, such as right turns on red, 
impose restrictions where conflict with other major vehicle movements or road users may 
not be obvious due to the size and design of the intersection.  

Examples of commonly used turn control are provided below.  

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Lane Designation 
Lane designation signs are used on intersection approaches to 
indicate permitted movements for each lane and are typically installed 
where lane choice may be contrary to driver expectation. The signs are 
placed, depending on conditions, on the side of the road, adjacent to 
the curb lane, on centre medians, or suspended over travel lanes. 
These signs overcome the limitations of lane-use pavement markings, 
which, on their own, may be less effective due to road geometry, wear, 
snow cover, or traffic conditions. 

 Lane designation signs are used to designate two-way left turn lanes 
on multi-lane roadways, which facilitate safer left turns into private 
driveways while reducing delays to through traffic.  

 

Lane Designation signs indicate multiple lane usage for a particular 
turning movement at signalized intersections, whereby increasing 
capacity for turning traffic during a shorter green phase. In Halifax 
Regional Municipality, these signs are also often used to designate 
traffic signal heads to specific movements (i.e left turn signal head).     

 
Roundabout Lane Designation signs differ from standard Lane 
Designation signs through the use of “fish-hook” arrows, and the 
presence of a “dot” beside the left-most arrow to denote the central 
island of a roundabout. Roundabout Lane Designation signs are used 
on approaches to multi-lane roundabouts and must show all 
permitted movements, not just those contrary to the rules of the road 
or driver expectation at other intersections. Only those manoeuvres 
indicated on the signs are allowed in the lanes identified. 

Resident Action 

To request a review for Lane Designation signs at a particular intersection; or to report a 
damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Reserved Lane  
Reserved Lane signs indicate that specific lanes are dedicated for use by designated vehicle 
types such as buses, taxis, high-occupancy vehicles (HOV), and bicycles. These signs may 
be installed on urban streets, roadways, and freeways, and can be mounted either overhead 
or at ground level. 

The purpose of reserved lanes is to reduce the reliance on private vehicles and promote the 
use of public transit and cycling. By prioritizing sustainable transportation modes, reserved 
lanes help improve the efficiency of road infrastructure, reduce congestion, enhance safety, 
lower energy consumption, and support better air quality.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Truck Route  
Under HRM By-law T-400, a street is not designated as a truck route 
unless identified by appropriate signage. Truck Route signs are 
installed at intersections where truck drivers have multiple route 
options to reach their destination. The signs include directional 
arrows and may also specify permitted times of truck operation. 

As only a limited number of streets are designated as truck routes, 
the by-law establishes a permissive signing approach that identifies 
where trucks are permitted rather than restricting access on all other 
roadways. This approach is more cost-effective, provides clear 
guidance to drivers, and avoids the unnecessary proliferation of 
restrictive signage on streets that are not designated truck routes.  

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Engine Brake Prohibited 

The Engine Brake Prohibited signs indicate to drivers that an engine 
enhanced braking system may not be used under normal 
circumstances.  

The Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act restricts a driver from using an 
engine enhanced braking system during the normal operation of a 
vehicle in areas where the maximum speed limit is posted at 50 
km/h or less, unless the use of the braking system is required by an 
emergency.   

These signs are typically installed on major roadways where they enter the core service area 
of the Halifax Region and may also be considered for installation in site specific, chronic 
problem areas. These signs are commonly requested by residents in residential areas who 
are concerned by the noise generated by these brakes; however, the signs are not required 
for enforcement of the regulation. 

Resident Action 

To request a review for Engine Brake Prohibited signs; or to report a damaged or missing 
sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

Turning Vehicles Yield to Bicycles 

The Turning Vehicles Yield to Bicycles sign may be used at conflict zones 
where drivers are required to cross a cyclist facility and are required to 
yield to approaching bicyclists. These are most often used at 
intersections and high-volume driveways.  

These signs are often supplemented with supporting pavement 
markings to help inform motorists of the potential for cyclists crossing 
the path of turning vehicles.  

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre.  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Warning Signs 
Warning signs provide advance notice of conditions on or near the roadway that may require 
drivers to use caution, reduce speed, or adjust their direction of travel. When appropriately 
selected, installed, and maintained, warning signs enhance safety and support the efficient 
movement of traffic. 

Excessive use of warning signs can reduce their effectiveness by leading to driver 
complacency or disregard for traffic control devices. For this reason, warning signs should 
be installed only where warranted and should not be used as a substitute for proper roadway 
design practices. 

Warning signs typically fall within one of three classifications, depending on their function: 
- Physical condition signs  
- Traffic regulations ahead signs or  
- Intermittent or moving hazard signs  

Physical Condition Signs 
These warning signs alert drivers to upcoming changes in the physical nature of the roadway, 
including changes to alignment, or presence of obstructions. The advance warning is of 
increased importance in challenging low visibility conditions such as poor weather, fog, 
darkness, or when the alignment change is unexpected. 

Curve Warning 
Curve warning signs alert drivers of the presence, severity and direction of a single turn or 
curve in the road ahead. The type of sign used in a particular location depends on the 
advisory speed for the curve; which is determined by conducting a ball bank test which 
measures the lateral forces on a vehicle going through a curve.  
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Curve warning signs may be supplemented with speed advisory tabs when the difference 
between the curve’s approach speed and the recommended advisory speed is 15 km/h or 
more. The advisory speed reflects the speed at which a passenger vehicle can comfortably 
and safely navigate the curve under favourable conditions.  

Resident Action 

To request a review for a curve warning sign; or to report a damaged or missing sign, please 
contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

Neighbourhood Speed Hump  

The Neighbourhood Speed Hump sign indicates the presence of a 
vertical deflection in the roadway resulting from traffic calming 
measures such as a speed hump, speed cushion, or raised 
crosswalk. 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

Blind Crest  
Blind Crest signs may be installed to warn motorists of roadway 
segments where vertical alignment creates an unusual degree of 
hazard. These signs are used where sight distance is restricted 
due to the vertical alignment of the road and where available 
stopping sight distance may be inadequate for prevailing 
operating speeds. 

These signs are most commonly used on roadways with higher 
traffic volumes and higher operating speeds, where the 
combination of speed, traffic, and vertical alignment creates a potential hazard for 
motorists. This typically includes rural highways, collector roadways, and arterial roadways. 

Resident Action 

To request a review for a Blind Crest warning sign; or to report a damaged or missing sign, 
please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Hidden Driveway 
Hidden Driveway signs may be installed in advance of private driveways where restricted 
stopping sight distance creates an unusual degree of hazard. These signs are typically used 
on rural roadways, where approaching motorists may not reasonably expect the presence of 
private driveways. Where sight distance is limited due to horizontal or vertical roadway 
curves, a Hidden Driveway sign may be beneficial, particularly for motorists unfamiliar with 
the area. These signs are not intended for use on residential or low-volume streets, where 
traffic is predominantly local and the presence of driveways is a common and expected 
condition. 

If there are several sight restricted driveways on a stretch of highway, one of these signs may 
be installed with a tab reading “Next # kms”, where the # indicates how many kilometres of 
driving to expect to see encounter restricted driveways. 

Resident Action 

To request a review for a Hidden Driveway sign; or to report a damaged or missing sign, 
please contact the 311 Contact Centre.   

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Traffic Regulations Ahead Signs 
These warning signs alert drivers to upcoming traffic regulations that may require a 
response. They are used in areas of limited visibility or low driver expectation and may also 
be installed temporarily for introductory or educational purposes. 

Stop/Yield Ahead 
Stop Ahead and Yield Ahead signs are installed on approaches to intersections controlled 
by a Stop or Yield sign where the visibility of the traffic control device does not meet the 
required stopping sight distance. 

Limited visibility caused by factors such as horizontal or vertical curves, parked vehicles, 
vegetation, high approach speeds, and/or increased driver workload should be considered 
when determining the need for these signs. 

Stop Ahead or Yield Ahead signs may also be used to provide additional emphasis in 
situations where visibility is not limited, including:  

• locations where driver expectation of an upcoming traffic control device is low (for 
example, in rural areas or downstream of a series of uncontrolled intersections on the 
same roadway); 

• locations where field studies indicate poor compliance with the traffic control device; 
or 

• locations with a higher-than-expected frequency of collisions related to 
non-compliance with the traffic control device. 
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A Stop Ahead sign and/or a “NEW” tab may be installed for an educational period where the 
intersection right-of-way has changed, such as following a stop sign reversal or the 
installation of an all-way stop. 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

Signal Ahead 
Signal Ahead signs are installed on approaches to intersections 
controlled by traffic signals where at least one set of signal 
displays is not visible for the required stopping sight distance, so 
that drivers are provided with sufficient advance warning to 
respond appropriately to the traffic control signals. 

A Signal Ahead sign may also be used on an approach where field 
studies indicate poor compliance with the traffic signal, where 
driver expectation of an upcoming signal may be low, or where 
there is a higher-than-expected frequency of collisions, including 
red-light running and/or rear-end collisions. 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre 

Roundabout Ahead 
Roundabout Ahead signs indicate to drivers that they are 
approaching a roundabout or traffic circle. 

The Roundabout Ahead sign is installed on any approach to a 
roundabout-controlled intersection where the available sight 
distance does not meet the requirements for road users to initiate 
and achieve appropriate speed reductions and/or lane selection 
in advance of the roundabout. 

Resident Action 

To report a damaged or missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Intermittent or Moving Hazard Signs 
Under certain circumstances, warning signs are installed to advise drivers of potential 
hazards where an event may occur that requires an appropriate response. 

Resident Action 

To request a review for any of the warning signs noted below; or to report a damaged or 
missing sign, please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

Pedestrian Crossing Ahead  
Pedestrian Crosswalk Warning signs are installed in advance 
of designated crosswalks where visibility may be limited. This 
could include both the basic type and enhanced marked 
crosswalks. They are used to alert drivers to the potential 
presence of pedestrians and the need to be prepared to stop.   

 

Playground Area 
Playground Area signs are used to identify sections of roadway 
adjacent to public playgrounds where the presence of children 
on or near the roadway may create an intermittent hazard 
requiring increased motorist awareness and response. 

 

 

Share the Road  
Share the Road signs are used to warn drivers that cyclists may 
be present on the roadway and that adequate space must be 
provided when operating alongside bicycles. The sign advises 
motorists to exercise additional caution on the upcoming 
section of road and to maintain a safe lateral distance when 
passing cyclists. 

These signs are installed where side-by-side operation of motor vehicles and bicycles is 
anticipated and where sufficient roadway width is available to support shared travel. Share 
the Road signs are typically used at locations where roadway conditions change, such as 
where a designated bicycle lane ends. 

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Shared Use Lane/Single File  
Shared Use Lane “Single File” signs are used to inform 
motorists that cyclists are permitted full use of the travel lane 
ahead and that the lane width is insufficient to accommodate 
side-by-side operation of motor vehicles and bicycles. 

This sign is used on designated bicycle routes in advance of 
locations where the roadway narrows—such as at bridges, 
overpasses, or other constrained sections—such that the 
available lane width does not permit side-by-side operation. 

Multi-Use Path Crossing 
The Pedestrian and Bicycle Crossing Ahead signs are installed 
in advance of locations where a multi-use pathway crosses a 
roadway. This includes locations where regulatory signs and 
pavement markings are provided to permit cyclists to cross the 
roadway without dismounting. The signs provide advance 
notice that motorists may need to stop for either pedestrians or 
cyclists.  

Deer Crossing 
Deer Crossing signs are installed in advance of locations where 
deer are known  to cross the roadway, posing a potential hazard 
for drivers. These locations are identified in consultation with 
wildlife officials or based on collision history. 

Where a wildlife crossing area extends for a distance greater 
than 1 km, a supplementary Advisory Distance tab may be used 
to indicate the length of the affected roadway. 

School Bus Stop Ahead 
School Bus Stop Ahead signs are used to warn motorists that they 
are approaching a school bus stop location. 

These are typically installed only where horizontal curvature, 
vertical alignment, roadside vegetation, or other physical features 
restrict sight distance to the bus stop to less than the minimum 
required stopping sight distance.  
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Parking 

On-Street Parking 
The availability of on-street parking is influenced by several functional, safety, geometric, 
and access characteristics of a roadway. By default, parking is permitted unless regulatory 
signage indicates otherwise. 

Curb space is a limited resource with numerous competing demands. While the primary 
purpose of the road network is to support the safe and efficient movement of people and 
goods, commercial areas rely on available curb space for loading activities and short-term 
customer parking. In residential areas, high demand for long-term on-street parking can lead 
to frustration among residents when curb space is limited, or residents wanting on-street 
parking removed altogether. 

Permit Parking 
The Municipality offers a variety of parking permits designed to provide enhanced access to 
on-street parking and meet the diverse needs of the community. By-law P-1200 "Respecting 
On-Street Parking Permits" outlines the availability and eligibility of the various permit types. 

Parking permits do not exempt from paid parking zones, no stopping or street cleaning 
signage, winter parking regulations, or parking over 24 hours.  

Accessible Parking 
On-street accessible parking spaces, found in both commercial and residential areas, are 
designated by regulatory signs indicating their use by persons with disabilities who have 
valid accessible permits. Halifax Regional Municipality has developed a comprehensive On-
Street Accessible Parking Design and Planning Guideline to help create a consistent 
approach to the provision of Accessible Parking in the region. 

In commercial areas, the provision of on-street accessible parking is an attempt to reserve 
a limited number of spaces for those who might otherwise be unable to attend functions or 
conduct business in that immediate area. 

On residential streets, accessible parking spaces may be established for those without 
driveways or suitable off-street parking.  Requests for spaces on residential streets are only 
considered if the applicant's accessible parking permit information is verified by Access 
Nova Scotia. 

 

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/city-hall/legislation-by-laws/By-LawP-1200.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/parking/accessible-parking
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/parking/accessible-parking
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Loading Zones 
Loading zones are designated areas of curb space where public parking is prohibited to 
accommodate commercial delivery and pickup activities for local businesses. Whenever 
possible, loading zones are located near storefronts or in mutually agreed-upon areas that 
can serve multiple businesses. 

Loading zones are only established in locations where parked vehicles will not compromise 
public safety or reduce the operational capacity of the roadway. Because loading activity is 
typically temporary, loading zones may also be located in areas where public parking is 
otherwise prohibited, such as No Parking zones. 

Unless otherwise indicated on regulatory signage, loading zones are in effect on weekdays 
between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., with a maximum allowable use of 30 minutes during these 
times. Outside of these hours, they are available for general public parking. 

As the Motor Vehicle Act permits commercial loading and unloading within signed No 
Parking zones, the use of No Parking signs is often the most effective means of designating 
loading areas for the benefit of both businesses and commercial drivers. 

Seasonal Parking Restrictions 
Street Cleaning 

The street cleaning program takes place each year between April and December to wash 
away remaining salt and brine and to ensure the streets are kept reasonably clear of debris 
for motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians.  

Halifax Peninsula street cleaning takes place on weekdays between 12:05 a.m. and 6:00 
a.m. to minimize the impact on daytime traffic and parking. Street cleaning in all other areas 
is completed during daytime hours. Please refer to on-street parking signage and avoid on-
street parking during those times. 

Winter Parking Restrictions 

The municipal overnight winter parking ban is in effect annually from December 15th to 
March 31st. The ban is enforced from 1 a.m. to 6 a.m. during declared weather events and 
snow removal operations only. Daily updates are provided throughout the winter season.  

Provincially implemented winter parking restrictions may still exist for roads within the 
municipality that fall outside the municipal overnight winter parking ban enforcement 
boundary. Residents beyond the municipal enforcement boundary should consult 
the Province of Nova Scotia’s Winter Parking Ban website. 

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/cycling-walking/service-updates/parking-ban
https://novascotia.ca/tran/winter/winter-parking-ban.asp
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Some streets in the region are identified for full time winter parking restrictions outside the 
winter parking ban process. These are typically narrow streets with a high demand for on-
street parking under normal conditions. These streets often result in operational challenges 
for Transit or snow clearing operations.  

Regardless of the status of an overnight winter parking ban, whether a notification has been 
received, or the presence of temporary winter parking restrictions, vehicles can be ticketed 
or towed any time during the day or night, any day of the year, if they are interfering with 
snow-clearing operations, as per Section 139 of the Nova Scotia Motor Vehicle Act. 

Resident Action:  

To request new or improved accessible parking please contact the 311 Contact Centre. 

To apply for or manage your on-street parking permit please visit the online parking permit 
portal.  

Register for Overnight Winter Parking Ban notifications. Residents are advised not to rely 
solely on these notifications for parking ban information. For updates on the status of the 
parking ban, please visit halifax.ca, follow @hfxgov on Bluesky, or contact the 311 Contact 
Centre . 

To help avoid a ticket, as well as the inconvenience and cost of being towed, residents 
should ask themselves these four questions when considering parking on the street this 
winter: 

1. Is the overnight parking ban currently being enforced? 
2. Is your vehicle causing a safety issue? 
3. Is it making the road impassable? 
4. Is it impeding snow operations underway in the area? 

If the answer to any of these questions is yes, on-street parking should be avoided. 

  

https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://hrm.aimsparking.com/
https://hrm.aimsparking.com/
https://www.halifax.ca/fire-police/fire/emergency-management/hfxalert
https://bsky.app/profile/hfxgov.bsky.social
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
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Public Right-of-Way Event Permits 

Block Parties 
A block party is a fun and inclusive event for all ages, organized by community members to 
bring their neighborhood together. With permission from the Halifax Regional Municipality, 
organizers can temporarily close their residential street to create a safe and welcoming 
space for neighbours to gather, socialize and celebrate. 

Block party permits are free for any resident and allows the closure of the street block from 
one intersection to another. The process for application should start at least four weeks 
before the planned event. 

Resident Action:  

If you are interested in hosting a block party or looking for information on what is involved in 
hosting a block party please contact the 311 Contact Centre or email directly for 
information. 

Parades, Runs, Walks, Processions 
For events impacting the public right-of-way (street or sidewalk), a public right-of-way 
event application is required.  Each application is reviewed on its own merit, with safety of 
participants the number one consideration.  Per the Motor Vehicle Act, the use of a public 
street for these events must be approved by the Traffic Authority.  There is no fee associated 
with the permit. Larger events requiring municipal services such as police support and/or 
street closures may be redirected to the Special Event Task Force and a cost may be 
associated with those services.   

Resident Action:  

To obtain more information about obtaining a permit for HRM controlled streets, visit 
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/hosting-events-public-streets-or-
sidewalks or contact the 311 Contact Centre 

To host an event on streets maintained by NSTIR, call 1-844-696-7737 or contact them by 
email at tir-occ@novascotia.ca. 

 

 

https://cdn.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/transportation/transportation-projects/row-services_blockparty_2025application_fillable.pdf
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
mailto:ROWpermitapps@halifax.ca?subject=Block%20Parties
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/hosting-events-public-streets-or-sidewalks
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/streets-sidewalks/hosting-events-public-streets-or-sidewalks
https://www.halifax.ca/home/311
mailto:tir-occ@novascotia.ca

	Pages from Attachment 1 - 2025 Road Safety Annual Report.pdf
	Traffic Management and Road Safety Policies.pdf
	Information on Traffic Management
	Road Safety Program
	Speeding
	Speed Limit Signs
	Speed Limit Changes
	Neighbourhood 40 km/h Speed Limit
	Speed Display Signs (SDS)

	Traffic Calming
	Traffic Calming Measures

	Crosswalks
	Marked Crosswalks
	Crosswalk Types
	RA-4 Crosswalks
	RA-3 Crosswalks
	RA-5 with Flashing Beacon
	Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFB)
	Pedestrian Signals
	Raised Crosswalks
	Crosswalks at Stop Controlled Intersections
	Zebra Markings at Signalized Intersections


	School Areas and School Zones
	Traffic Signals
	Pedestrian Phasing
	Pedestrian Countdown Signals
	Pedestrian Push Buttons
	Leading Pedestrian Interval (LPI)
	Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS)
	Protected Left Turn Phasing
	Left-turn signals are installed at select signalized intersections to enhance safety and traffic flow. They are especially beneficial where left-turn demand is high and turning movements are difficult due to traffic volume or complex road conditions.
	The need for left-turn phasing is determined based on factors such as vehicle volume, traffic delay, and collision history. Because time given to left-turn phasing reduces green time for higher volume through movements, it can lead to increased delays...
	Protected/Permitted Left Turn Phasing
	Protected Only Left Turn Phasing

	Protected Right Turn Phasing
	Bicycle Signals
	Transit Signal Priority
	Emergency Pre-Emption

	Regulatory Signs
	Right of Way Control
	Stop Signs
	All-Way Stop Control
	Yield Signs

	Road Use Control
	Speed Control
	Turn Control
	Lane Designation
	Reserved Lane
	Truck Route
	Engine Brake Prohibited


	Warning Signs
	Physical Condition Signs
	Curve Warning
	Neighbourhood Speed Hump
	Blind Crest
	Hidden Driveway

	Traffic Regulations Ahead Signs
	Stop/Yield Ahead
	Signal Ahead
	Roundabout Ahead

	Intermittent or Moving Hazard Signs
	Pedestrian Crossing Ahead
	Playground Area
	Share the Road
	Shared Use Lane/Single File
	Multi-Use Path Crossing
	Deer Crossing
	School Bus Stop Ahead


	Parking
	On-Street Parking
	Permit Parking
	Accessible Parking
	Loading Zones
	Seasonal Parking Restrictions

	Public Right-of-Way Event Permits
	Block Parties
	Parades, Runs, Walks, Processions





