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Case H00423: Substantial Alteration to the Green Lantern Building, 1581-89 
Barrington Street, Halifax, a Municipally Registered Heritage Property 

Motion passed by the Heritage Advisory Committee at a meeting held on March 23, 2016. 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Section 21 of the Halifax Charter regarding Standing, Special and Advisory Committees. 

By-Law H-200 Respecting the Establishment of a Heritage Advisory Committee and a Civic Registry of 
Heritage Property. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Heritage Advisory Committee recommends Regional Council approve the substantial alteration to the 
Green Lantern Building, 1581-89 Barrington Street, Halifax as presented in the January 28, 2016 staff 
report. 



Case H00423: Substantial Alteration to the Green Lantern Building, 
1581-89 Barrington Street, Halifax 
Council Report - 2 -

BACKGROUND 

June 14, 2016 

At the March 23, 2016 meeting of the Heritage Advisory Committee staff presented the application by 
WSP, on behalf of the property owner, for a substantial alteration to 1581-89 Barrington Street, known as 
the Green Lantern building, and which is a municipally registered heritage property. 

DISCUSSION 

The Committee considered the application and expressed no concerns. The Committee agreed with the 
staff conclusion that the proposal meets the Standards and Guidelines for Historic Places in Canada, and 
passed a motion endorsing the staff recommendation. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

None associated with this report. The attached staff report addresses financial implications associated 
with process the application. 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The Heritage Advisory Committee is an Advisory Committee to Regional Council comprised of 10 
volunteer members of the public and two Councillors. The meetings are open to the public and the 
agendas and minutes are posted at www.Halifax.ca 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Committee did not provide alternatives. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1: Staff report dated January 28, 2016 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 

Report Prepared by: Sheilagh Edmonds, Legislative Assistant, Municipal Clerk's Office 902.490.6520 
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Attachment D - Heritage Building Summary 

Keith (Green Lantern) Building:  1581-89 Barrington Street, Halifax (c.1896 ) 

 Character Defining Elements (abridged): 

• A 4 storey brick building with the front façade comprised 

of articulated brick, and decorated with terracotta and 

sandstone; 

• Asymmetrical arranged bays are separated by a narrow 

entrance bay which is flanked to the north by two equal 

bays, and to the south by one wider bay;  

• The main entrance is located within a large rusticated 

arch supported by carved abutment stones and is 

decorated with polished granite columns;   

• Bays are emphasized vertically with brick or sandstone 

columns, and horizontally with a series of terracotta 

panels (3
rd

 floor) and brick arches (4
th
 floor); 

• Terracotta panels having 3 different designs (oak leaves, 

geometric guild symbol on leaves, and maple leaves) 

creating a visual break; 

• Parapet emphasized with patterned brickwork and 

sandstone caps;  

• Vertically proportioned punch windows, each floor being 

of a different composition; 

• Decorative and textural details such as the ribbed 

sandstone columns, terracotta panels, brick arches, and 

dogs-tooth brickwork; 

• Building name ‘Keith’ etched in sandstone (3
rd

 floor) and 

semicircular date stone bearing the inscription ‘Erected 

1896’ (4
th
 floor). 

Heritage Value: 

 

The Keith building is a Romanesque Revival (also referred to as the Chicago Style) styled building 

designed by architect William Tuff Whiteway.  Whiteway partnered with Halifax builder William Horton 

during the years he resided in Halifax, and although the building is only attributed to Whiteway the pair 

kept an office in the building.  Whiteways previous work on the west coast, of both Canada and the 

United States, exposed him to both the Richardson Gothic style (institutional buildings) and the Chicago 

style (commercial buildings).  These influences are evident in many of the design elements of the Keith 

Building, making the building an important example of late 19th century Halifax commercial architecture. 

 

The building also has strong associations with the Gordon and Keith Furniture Company, the Keith 

family, and the Green Lantern restaurant which was located in the building from 1917 until the 1960’s. 

In 1860 James Gordon and Donald Keith purchased the company Thomson and Esson, which included 

the land and buildings on Barrington Street. The Gordon and Keith Furniture Company took up 

operations in the new location, and by 1882 Keith retained sole ownership in the company.  

 

The business was successful, and by 1896 Keith was successful in removing the older buildings on the 

site and had Whiteway construct a single new building. There is physical evidence, such as the multitude 

of structural systems and a stitching line in the masonry coursing mid-way along the south wall, which 

suggest that portions of the earlier two Barrington Street buildings were retained in the construction of the 

current building, with the floors of the northern building added and altered to align with the southern 

building behind a new common façade.   The evolution of the Granville Street portion of the lot is less 



 

well known.  The five storey southern portion of the Granville Street side appears to date back to 1896, 

but nothing more is known about its evolution.  The three storey concrete northern portion suggests 

construction dates between 1920-1940.   

 

Gordon Keith retired in the same year that the building was completed, and left his nephew Alexander 

Keith in charge of the company.  It has been suggested that the Keith Building stands as a legacy project 

for the retiring owner.  Gordon Keith was involved in many local organizations such as being the Director 

of the Academy of Music and the Acadia Fire Insurance Company. 



Attachment E: Standards & Guidelines Evaluation  

Conservation is the primary aim of the Standards and Guidelines, and is defined by the Standards & Guidelines 

as ‘all actions or processes that are aimed at safeguarding the character-defining elements of an historic place 

so as to retain its heritage value and extend its physical life. This may involve Preservation, Rehabilitation, 

Restoration, or a combination of these actions or processes.’ 

 

Note: The Standards are structured to inform the type project or approach being taken. 

 Preservation project apply Standards 1 through 9; 

 Rehabilitation projects apply Standards 1 through 9, and Standards 10 through 12; 

 Restoration projects apply Standards 1 through 9, Standards 10 through 12, and Standards 13 and 14. 

Similar to the Standards, the base Guidelines apply to the approach being taken, and additional Guidelines may 

apply if the project includes rehabilitation and restoration. The Guidelines should be consulted only when the 

element to be intervened upon has been identified as a character defining element.  The Guidelines should not 

be used in isolation. There may be heritage value in the relationships between cultural landscapes, 

archaeological sites, buildings, or engineering works. These values should not be compromised when 

undertaking a project on individual character defining elements of an historic place. 

PRIMARY TREATMENT: PRESERVATION 

Preservation is the action or process of protecting, maintaining, and/or stabilizing the existing materials, form, 
and integrity of an historic place, or of an individual component, while protecting the heritage value. 

STANDARDS 1-10 Complies N/A Discussion 

1. Conserve the heritage value of an historic 
place. Do not remove, replace or substantially 
alter its intact or repairable character-defining 
elements. Do not move a part of an historic 
place if its current location is a character-
defining element. 

     χ  The rear additions and existing storefronts 
do not hold any heritage value or character 
defining element associated with the Keith 
building. The heritage values and character 
defining elements of the Keith building will 
be conserved. 

2. Conserve changes to historic places that, 
over time, have become character-defining 
elements in their own right. 

     χ   

3. Conserve heritage value by adopting an 
approach calling for minimal intervention. 

     χ   

4. Recognize each historic place as a physical 
record of its time, place and use. Do not 
create a false sense of historical development 
by adding elements from other historic places 
or other properties, or by combining features 
of the property that never coexisted. 

χ  The design of the proposed addition uses a 
traditional configuration with the use of 
modern materials.  This allows the new 
work to be compatible with the historic 
building and will not create a false sense of 
place. 

5. Find a use for an historic place that requires 
minimal or no change to its character-defining 
elements. 

χ   

6. Protect and, if necessary, stabilize an 
historic place until any subsequent 
intervention is undertaken. Protect and 
preserve archaeological resources in place. 
Where there is potential for disturbing 
archaeological resources, take mitigation 
measures to limit damage and loss of 
information. 

   χ  

7. Evaluate the existing condition of character- χ  The Heritage Impact Statement (HIS) 



defining elements to determine the appropriate 
intervention needed. Use the gentlest means 
possible for any intervention. Respect heritage 
value when undertaking an intervention. 

submitted by with the development 
proposal includes research undertaken on 
the various construction materials and 
methods used to create the Keith building. 
The HIS also provides comment on the 
current building condition, and identifies the 
steps for creating the necessary masonry 
conservation strategy.  

8. Maintain character-defining elements on an 
ongoing basis. Repair character-defining 
elements by reinforcing their materials using 
recognized conservation methods. Replace in 
kind any extensively deteriorated or missing 
parts of character-defining elements, where 
there are surviving prototypes. 

     χ   

9. Make any intervention needed to preserve 
character-defining elements physically and 
visually compatible with the historic place and 
identifiable on close inspection. Document 
interventions for future reference. 

 χ  

    

PRIMARY TREATMENT: REHABILITATION 

Rehabilitation is the action or process of making possible a continuing or compatible contemporary use of an 
historic place, or an individual component, while protecting its heritage value.  

STANDARDS 10-12 Complies N/A Discussion 

10. Repair rather than replace character-defining 
elements. Where character-defining elements are 
too severely deteriorated to repair, and where 
sufficient physical evidence exists, replace them 
with new elements that match the forms, 
materials and detailing of sound versions of the 
same elements. Where there is insufficient 
physical evidence, make the form, material and 
detailing of the new elements compatible with the 
character of the historic place. 

     χ   

11. Conserve heritage values and character-
defining elements when creating new additions to 
an historic place or any related new construction. 
Make new work physically and visually 
compatible with, subordinate to and 
distinguishable from the historic place. 

χ  This has been achieved by retaining and 
restoring the original Keith building, and 
through a sensitive design for the new 
additions. The new work uses traditional 
building design such as the rhythm of 
bays providing visual compatibility, and 
the use of building stepbacks and 
neutral building material colours help 
make the new work subordinate to the 
historic building.  

12. Create any new additions or related new 
construction so that the essential form and 
integrity of an historic place will not be impaired if 
the new work is removed in the future. 

χ  
 

  

 




