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Item No.  14.1.3               
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TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  

John Traves, Q.C., Acting Chief Administrative Officer 
 

    
    
   Jane Fraser, Acting Deputy Chief Administrative Officer 
 
DATE:   May 4, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  Modification of the Street Line on Trinity Avenue, Dartmouth 

 
ORIGIN 
 
This report originates from a request by the owner of 25/29 Trinity Avenue to have the issue of having no 
street frontage on Trinity Avenue resolved. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Halifax Regional Charter, Chapter 39, Section 318 (3); No road, or allowance for a road, becomes a 
street until the Council formally accepts the road or allowance, or the road or allowance is vested in the 
Municipality according to law. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council approve the acceptance of two parcels of HRM owned 
land (PID 90597 and PID 90589) as road so that they may form part of the Trinity Avenue street right of 
way. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
PID 90597 and PID 90589 are two long and narrow strips of HRM lands which are located parallel to the 
existing Trinity Avenue right of way as shown on the sketches in Attachments A1 and A2. PID 90597 was 
acquired  by the former City of Dartmouth in 1968 by tax sale, and PID 90589 was acquired in 1968 by 
warranty deed. Although it is believed these lands were originally intended to form part of the street right 
of way, these parcels were never officially added to the street right of way.   
 
A review of internal files resulted in a letter (File No. 1036, dated November 5, 1986) which was 
addressed to the resident at 34 Parkstone Road.  The letter suggested that it was the intention of the 
Engineering Department to make recommendation to City Council that the land be designated as part of 
the street.  It would appear that the presentation to City Council was not made and thus the parcels did 
not become part of Trinity Avenue. 
 
The issue of these two parcels of land was once again raised in October 2014 when the property at 25/29 
Trinity Avenue was sold.  The purchasers would like to have the issue resolved. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Changing the classification of PID 90597 and PID 90589 from HRM owned lands to street right of way 
does not have any notable effect on the Municipality’s day to day operations. This housekeeping change 
would have a positive effect on the adjacent properties, as these parcels would have road frontage on 
both Trinity Avenue and Parkstone Avenue. This is particularly important to PID 40504243, because both 
the civic addresses (25/29 Trinity Avenue) and the existing driveway access associated with the PID are 
on Trinity Avenue even though this property does not have road frontage on Trinity Avenue. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no expected financial implications with this recommendation. 
 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
There are no significant risks associated with the recommendations in this Report. The risks considered 
rate Low. 
 
To reach this conclusion, consideration was given to hazard, operational, service delivery as well as legal 
and compliance. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
No formal community engagement has taken place.  Staff has been approached by property owners of 
both PID 90399 (34 Parkstone Road) and PID 40504243 (25/29 Trinity Avenue) about the status of PID 
90597 and PID 90589. Correspondence with these property owners is included in Attachments B and C. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Implications not identified. 
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ALTERNATIVES 
 
Council could choose not to approve the acceptance of the two parcels as road. Staff would then evaluate 
other options for these parcels, including whether they could be declared surplus through the 
Administrative Order 50 process. This is not recommended, as the right of way width on Trinity Avenue is 
narrower than the width specified in the current municipal standards for a local street. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A1 – Sketch showing PID 90597 
Attachment A2 – Sketch showing PID 90589 
Attachment B – Correspondence with former property owner at 34 Parkstone Road 
Attachment C – Correspondence with current property owner at 25 / 29 Trinity Avenue 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Jody DeBaie, P.Eng., Engineering Assistant, Right of Way Services, 902.490.6845 
 
    
Report Approved by:  
   Christopher Davis, P.Eng., Supervisor, Right of Way Services, 902.490.7462 
 
    
  

Taso Koutroulakis, P.Eng., PTOE, Manager, Traffic Management, 902.490.4816 
 
 

 
Report Approved by:  
   Kirby Grant, Senior Solicitor, 902.490.4831 
 
 
    
                                                                                                         
Report Approved by: Bruce Zvaniga, P.Eng., Director, Transportation and Public Works, 902.490.4855 
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