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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Halifax Regional Municipality rural, 
suburban and urban map boundaries
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Conventional bus ramps

Photo 1: Bus ramp deployed on concrete surface
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility
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Figure 1: Halifax Transit bus stops percentages by accessibility classification



4

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Accessible bus stop classification

Image 1: Halifax Transit 
accessible bus stop signage

Requirements to meet accessible 
classification:
1. The bus ramp can be deployed
2. Concrete bus pad no smaller 

than 2.5 metres wide, by 1.5 
metres long 

3. Barrier free access to a sidewalk, 
walkway or multi-use path
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Accessible bus stop minimum width

Photo 2: Accessible bus stop Ilsley Ave 
Before MacDonald Ave (6959) March 2025

2.5 m minimumImage 2: Cross section of bus stop 
concrete pad, standard detail HRM 138
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Accessible bus stop minimum length

Image 3: Plan view of the concrete bus stop landing pad, standard detail HRM 138
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Non-standard bus stop classification

Image 4: Halifax Transit non-
standard bus stop signage

Requirements to meet non-
standard classification:
1. The bus ramp can be 

deployed
Note: Bus stops of this 
classification can only be used 
at the passenger’s own 
determination and risk.
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Non-standard bus stop examples

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 3 (to the left): 
Non-standard bus 
stop Portland St 
Opposite Settle St 
(8055) taken in 2021

Photo 4 (above): Non-standard 
bus stop Hammonds Plains Rd 
Opposite Lewis Dr (2020) July 
2025
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Inaccessible bus stop classification

Image 5 (above): Halifax Transit 
inaccessible bus stop signage

Requirements to meet inaccessible 
classification:
1. The bus ramp cannot be deployed
Note: This classification is also referred to 
as no ramp bus stops
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Inaccessible bus stop examples

Photo 6 (above): Inaccessible bus stop Harris 
Rd After Curley Dr (6833) taken in 2021

Photo 5 (above): Inaccessible bus stop 
Macdonald Bridge Exit Ramp (8638) 
taken in 2021
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility
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Non-standard and inaccessible bus 
stop locations

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Map 2: Halifax Regional Municipality non-
standard and inaccessible bus stop locations
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Bus stop improvements – Bedford Hwy

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 7: Non-standard bus stop Bedford Hwy 
After Shaunslieve Dr (6234) taken in 2023

Photo 8: Accessible bus stop Bedford Hwy After 
Shaunslieve Dr (6234) June 2026
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Bus stop improvements – Caldwell Rd

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 9: Non-standard bus stop Caldwell Rd 
Opposite Kaleigh Dr (2219) taken in 2023

Photo 10: Accessible bus stop Caldwell Rd 
Opposite Kaleigh Dr (2219) June 2026
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Bus stop improvements – Hillsboro Dr

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 11: Non-standard bus stop Hillsboro 
Dr After Main St (6934) Sept 2024

Photo 12: Non-standard bus stop Hillsboro 
Dr After Karen Dr (6937) Sept 2024
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Bus stop consolidation – Hillsboro Dr

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 13: Accessible bus stop Hillsboro Dr Before Karen Dr (2331) June 2026
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High Need Sidewalk Gaps - Current

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility
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Distance in kilometres

High need 
sidewalk:
• About 155km 

within the Urban 
Tax Boundary 

Level of Service 
Target: 
• 55kms in 10 

years 
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New sidewalk – St Margarets Bay Rd

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 14: Inaccessible bus stop St 
Margarets Bay Rd Opposite Boylan Ln 
(6164) July 2023

Photo 15: Accessible bus stop St Margarets 
Bay Rd Opposite Boylan Ln (6164)
December 2025
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New sidewalk – Ilsley Ave

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 15: Non-standard bus stop 
Ilsley Ave Opposite Halifax Transit 
(6949) July 2018

Photo 16: Accessible bus stop 
Ilsley Ave Opposite Halifax 
Transit (6949) March 2025
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New sidewalk – Gregory Dr

Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Photo 17: Non-standard bus stop Ilsley 
Ave Opposite Halifax Transit (6949) April 
2009 

Photo 18: Accessible bus stop Ilsley 
Ave Opposite Halifax Transit (6949) 
September 2024 
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Project Phase Typical 
Duration Key Constraints and Drivers

Planning & 
Prioritization 3–12 months Funding cycles, council priorities, safety and 

accessibility needs

Preliminary Design 3–6 months Surveys, right-of-way limits, initial utility 
review

Detailed Design & 
Approvals 6–12* months Utility coordination, drainage, accessibility, 

environmental and property issues
Tendering & 
Procurement 2–4 months

Public bidding requirements, contract award 
processes

Construction 2–6 months Seasonal limits, weather, site conditions, 
coordination with other works

Typical Project Timelines
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction

Bus stop construction webpage

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/bus-stop-construction
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Halifax Transit Bus Stop Accessibility

Thank you!

Erin Allison, Supervisor Transit Infrastructure, Halifax Transit, HRM
Email: bowere@halifax.ca

Phil Nickerson, Supervisor Design Engineering, Public Works, HRM
Email: nickerph@halifax.ca

mailto:bowere@halifax.ca
mailto:nickerph@halifax.ca
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