
 

 
 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

 
          Item No. 9.1.1 

Heritage Advisory Committee 
January 21, 2026 

 
 
 
TO:   Chair and Members of Heritage Advisory Committee 
 
 
FROM:   Erin MacIntyre, Acting Executive Director Planning and Development 
 
 
DATE:   December 5, 2025 
 
SUBJECT: Case HRTG-2024-01520: Request to Include 5219 Artz Street, Halifax in the 

Registry of Heritage Properties for the Halifax Regional Municipality  
 
 
ORIGIN 
 
Application for heritage registration by the property owner. 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  
 

• Property owner-initiated heritage registration request. 
• 5219 Artz Street (the ‘subject property’) was constructed between 1858 and 1866 by a local builder 

William Nisbet.  
• The property has historical associations with multiple Halifax residents. 
• The building is a one-and-a-half-storey vernacular cottage constructed with balloon framing and a 

brick and stone foundation. 
• The building maintains moderate architectural integrity and contributes to the heritage character of 

the surrounding area. 
• There are no financial implications identified. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
Should 5219 Artz Street, Halifax score 50 or more points on evaluation as a heritage property under the 
HRM Heritage Property Program, the Heritage Advisory Committee (HAC) recommends that Regional 
Council: 
 

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the inclusion of the subject property in the Registry 
of Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality; and 

 
2. Approve the request to include 5219 Artz Street, Halifax, in the Registry of Heritage Property 

for the Halifax Regional Municipality, as shown on Map 1, as a municipal heritage property 
under the Heritage Property Act. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
The property owner has applied to include the property located at 5219 Artz Street, Halifax (Map 1) in the 
Registry of Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality. The subject property is situated on the 
north side of Artz Street, on the block bound by Brunswick Street and Barrington Street. The subject 
property contains a one-and-a-half-storey vernacular cottage, which was constructed between 1858-1866. 
 
This application is being considered in accordance with Sections 14 (Recommendation as municipal 
heritage property) and 15 (Registration as municipal heritage property) of the Heritage Property Act.  
 

 
Figure 1: 5219 Artz Street (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024). 

 
HRM’s Heritage Property Program  
 
The purpose of the HRM Heritage Property Program is to help protect and conserve significant heritage 
resources including buildings, streetscapes, sites, areas, and conservation districts that reflect the rich 
heritage found in local communities throughout HRM. One of the principal aims of the Heritage Property 
Program is to recognize significant heritage resources through the inclusion of properties into the Municipal 
Registry of Heritage Property.  
 
Under the Heritage Property Program, all registration applications for heritage buildings are evaluated by 
the HAC using “The Evaluation Criteria for Registration of Heritage Buildings in Halifax Regional 
Municipality” (Attachment A). The Evaluation Criteria for scoring a property and building are broken down 
into six categories as follows: 
 

Criterion Highest Possible Score 
1. Age  25 
2. Historical or Architectural Importance 20 
3. Significance of the Architect/Builder 10 
4. Architectural Merit 20 
5. Architectural Integrity 15 
6. Relationship to Surrounding Area 10 
Total  100 

 
Should the HAC score a property with 50 points or more on evaluation as a heritage property, a positive 
recommendation will be forwarded to the Regional Council.  
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Nova Scotia Heritage Property Act 
 
HRM’s Heritage Property Program receives its authority from the Heritage Property Act which seeks: 
 

“to provide for the identification, designation, preservation, conservation, protection and 
rehabilitation of buildings, public-building interiors, structures, streetscapes, cultural landscapes, 
areas and districts of historic, architectural or cultural value, in both urban and rural areas, and to 
encourage their continued use”.  

 
Sections 14(2) and 15(1) under the Heritage Property Act require that notice of recommendation is given 
to the property owner at least thirty (30) days prior to any Council decision to include the property in the 
Registry of Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality. The property owner is also given an 
opportunity to address Council before they make a decision on the registration request. Should a positive 
recommendation be forwarded to Council, heritage staff will ensure the required notices are sent to the 
owners and recorded in the Land Registry. 
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Heritage registration applications are evaluated by the HAC relative to six evaluation criteria outlined 
previously, and described in greater detail in Attachment A. To assist the HAC in their evaluation and 
scoring, staff offer the following comments based on the staff’s research report (Attachment B).  
 
1. Age 

 
5219 Artz Street, formerly 31 Artz, is located on the north side of Artz Street, between Brunswick Street 
and Barrington Street. Artz Street was commonly referred to as Dockyard Lane on early maps. Dockyard 
Lane appears on Gossip’s 1857-1858 Survey, but the current house is not shown, suggesting it had not yet 
been built. In the late 1850s, William Nisbet, a master builder, began purchasing and likely developing 
properties in the area, including the subject property. In 1866, he sold the lot at 5219 Artz Street to James 
and Eliza Griffin, who were listed as living on Artz Street in the 1866 City Directory. This suggests the house 
was built sometime between 1858 and 1866, most likely between 1864 and 1866. 
 
Given the confirmed latest possible construction date of 1866, staff recommends a score of 16. 
 
2. Historical Importance 

 
The subject property is associated with multiple historical individuals.  
 
Captain James Griffin (1823-1900), master of the SS Alpha, was born in Scotland. He immigrated to Halifax 
before 1848, the year he married Eliza Hutt, who was born in Nova Scotia. He advanced in his maritime 
career from seaman to first officer, eventually becoming a master mariner while serving on the SS Alpha, 
a merchant ship built by Cunard Ships and later sold to Pickford & Black. Both companies used the vessel 
for trade routes known as the "West Indies Run", transporting molasses, sugar and rum from Caribbean 
ports. Captain Griffin owned the subject property for 22 years before selling it in 1888. 
 
Charles Dixon (1854-1900) was born in Halifax to David and Margaret Dixon. In 1874, he married Fannie 
Ward, the daughter of a farmer. He worked as a foreman/salesman at Moir’s & Son, a growing bakery and 
confectionery company, from 1872 until his death in 1900. Moir’s & Son became a nationally known 
company because of its early adoption of industrial processes, including steam-powered machinery, and 
supplying bread to the local military. Charles Dixon lived at 5219 Artz Street from 1889 until his death, and 
his family remained in the home until 1916. 
 
George Norman Dixon (1875-1948), a naval engineer, inherited the property in 1909 from his parents, 
Charles and Fannie Dixon. He served aboard the SS Armstrong and later as a gunner with the 3rd Brigade 
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in France during the First World War, taking part in the Hundred Days Offensive, including the Battles of 
Amiens, Canal du Nord, and Cambrai in 1918. After the war, he returned to Halifax and rejoined the SS 
Armstrong as chief engineer. He did not return to live at 5219 Artz Street; he settled on Vernon Street and 
continued to lease out the subject property until selling it in 1942. 
 
All three individuals have a moderate relationship to the local history or a loose relationship to important 
historical occasions, so staff recommend a score between 6 and 10. 
 
3. Significance of Architect or Builder 
 
It is likely that William Nisbet (also spelled Nisbett or Nesbit), an established builder, constructed the 
dwelling at 5219 Artz Street. During the 1860s and 1870s, Nisbet sold multiple properties, including the 
subject property, along Barrington Street and Artz Street. These properties share a similar building form 
and style, suggesting it was part of William’s broader development activity in the area. Born in Scotland in 
1837, He first appears in Halifax records in 1863, listed in city directories as a builder or carpenter. He also 
served four years as City Alderman in the 1870s, representing Ward 6. The 1891 census indicates that he 
was supervising a workforce of 30 employees. In addition to building residences in the Artz and Barrington 
Street area, he also constructed higher-priced homes on South Park Street that were designed by architect 
Henry Elliot; these have since been demolished. 
 
Given William Nisbet’s local significance, staff recommends a score between 1 and 3. 
 
4.a. Architectural Merit: Construction 
 
The dwelling located at the subject property is a one-and-a-half-storey wood constructed building, finished 
with wood shingles. It stands on a foundation of brick and stone. Based on a 1979 structural assessment 
and visual assessment by staff, the house is a balloon frame construction. 
 
Ballon framing construction adopted industrial lumber and nails, became popular in North America in the 
late 19th Century because the framing method made wood construction easier and required fewer high-
skilled carpenters. Construction earlier than 1866 makes the subject property an early example of balloon 
framing construction in Halifax.  
 
As the balloon framing is a moderately rare construction method, the staff recommends a score between 4 
and 6. 
 
4.b. Architectural Merit: Style 
 
The subject property is a moderately rare example of a vernacular cottage, which was popular in Halifax 
among the working class since the early 19th Century. This particular vernacular style of cottage typically 
features a rectangular or square plan, with symmetrical bays (usually two-to-three bays wide), 1.5-storey 
building height, side-gable roof with a central dormer, multi-pane windows, and a notable entrance. Besides 
the basic form of the Halifax vernacular cottage, the subject property also features wooden decorative 
brackets along the projecting eaves and above the first-storey window and entrance, which are common 
characteristics in Victorian styles. 
 
Character Defining Elements (CDEs) of the subject property include, but are not limited to: 
 

• 1 ½ storey vernacular-style cottage with wood shingles and a side gable roof; 
• Front-facing dormer and rear-facing hipped gable dormer; 
• Projecting eaves with decorative wood brackets and plain frieze on the façade; 
• Projecting eaves with a wooden plain frieze on the rear elevation; 
• Wood corner boards on the front and rear elevations; 
• Brick and stone foundation; 
• First floor narrow paired 1/1 windows with a shared wooden moulded trim and sill at the facade; 
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• Asymmetrical elevated entrance with decorative trim; and  
• First floor window with wooden window trim on the rear elevation. 

 
Given the moderately rare example of a vernacular cottage, staff recommend a score between 4 and 6. 
 
5. Architectural Integrity 
 
The existing home has undergone alterations that impact its architectural integrity. Based on the historical 
photographs, a 1979 structural assessment, and the staff’s visual inspection, the main modifications to the 
structure were a rear addition, which was recently removed, a rear deck, and the removal of architectural 
detailing.  
 
A rear addition was built between 1918 and 1982 and was subsequently removed in the spring of 1979. 
The detailing alteration includes the removal of the flat bracketed hood and multi-light transom above the 
front entrance, as well as the decorative hood and brackets above the first-floor window on the south façade. 
The front dormer’s original hipped roof was altered to a lower-pitched roof. The original two narrow one-
over-one (1/1) dormer windows were replaced with a single larger vinyl-sash window. The front basement 
window was also altered from a two-over-two (2/2) to a two-sash 1/1 vinyl unit. On the rear elevation, both 
windows appear to have been replaced with vinyl units, and the entrance was likely altered during the 
addition’s construction and subsequent removal.  
 
Despite these changes, the south-facing wooden eave details remain intact and consistent with 
neighbouring Nisbet-built dwellings. The overall form, fenestration pattern, and original materials, such as 
the wooden door and window sashes, continue to reflect the building’s historic character. 
 
Given the house underwent some major changes to the integrity, the staff recommends a score between 1 
and 5. 
 
6. Relationship to Surrounding Area 
 
The subject property is situated in a predominantly residential area characterized by two-to-three-storey 
wooden buildings of varying ages and architectural styles. Historically, Artz Street connected directly to the 
dockyard and was filled with modest small-scale wooden houses; however, much of this original fabric was 
lost due to railway construction, the expansion of Barrington Street, and mid-20th-century urban renewal 
projects. The property is near Brunswick Street, one of Halifax’s oldest thoroughfares, which features 
buildings associated with the early Dutch Town expansion and later 18th-century Victorian residential 
development. Although several registered heritage properties are located on Brunswick Street, they do not 
represent the modest utilitarian dwellings historically found on Artz Street. 
 
The subject property is compatible with the surrounding area and maintains its heritage character, so staff 
recommends a score between 1 and 5. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
The HRM costs associated with advertising and processing this application can be accommodated within 
the approved 2025/2026 operating budget for Planning and Development. 
 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
No risk considerations were identified. 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
The community engagement process for heritage registrations is consistent with the intent of the HRM 
Community Engagement Strategy. The level of community engagement was information sharing achieved 
through public access to the required Heritage Advisory Committee meeting. As a provision of the Heritage 
Property Act, no registration of a municipal heritage property shall take place until the Regional Council has 
given the owner of the property an opportunity to be heard. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Registering and protecting heritage buildings supports environmental goals by encouraging retention and 
reuse over demolition, which reduces construction waste, conserves embodied energy and promotes 
sustainable development. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Heritage Advisory Committee may choose to refuse the application to include 5219 Artz Street, Halifax, 
in the Registry of Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality if the property scores less than 50 
points based on the evaluation criteria. In doing so, the application will not proceed to the Regional Council 
for evaluation. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
The Heritage Property Act 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Map 1:   Location Map 
 
Attachment A: Evaluation Criteria 
Attachment B: Research Report - 5219 Artz Street 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Report Prepared by: Shaoqiu Gong, Planner II – Heritage, 902.233.9826 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Figure 3: Gossip's Survey showing Artz Street, then Dockyard Lane. 5219 Artz Street is not shown (Gossip, 

1859) 

 

 
Figure 4: Hopkin's 1878 Atlas of Halifax shows 5219 Artz Street has been built, the dotted line denotes parcel 

Nisbet mortgaged in 1864 (Hopkins, 1878). 
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Table 1: Deed history of 5219 Artz Street up to the 1950s. 

Name Purchase Date Sell Date Occupation Deed 
(Book/Page) 

William Nisbet (also 
Nisbett and Nesbit) 

Unclear 1866 Carpenter Unclear 

Eliza & James Griffin 
(also Griffen) 

1866 1888 Master 
Mariner 

151/694 

James P. Wambolt 1888 1889 Grocer  263/723 

Herbert & Martha 
Dixon 

1889 1896 Mining 
Manager 

266/552 

Charles & Fannie 
Dixon 

1896 1942 Clerk 311/508 

Frederick & Mary 
Myra 

1942 1943 Salesman  843/529 

Elizabeth & John 
Mclaughlin 

1943 1944  -- 863/777 

Fredrick Baldwin 1944 1945 Tattoo Artist 872/793   

John F. & Florence 
M. MacDonald 

1945 1956  Carpenter 901/941 

 
 

Historical or Architectural Importance 
Relationship to Important Occasions, Institutions, Personages or Groups  
 
The existing dwelling has historical associations with Captain James Griffin and through 
him the SS Alpha. Captain Griffin was the first owner of the house, and his family 
resided here until 1866. The Dixon family, who next purchased the property and owned 
it until 1942, provides historical connections to Moir’s Bakery and Halifax’s role in World 
War I. The heavy representation of navel personal speaks to the property’s proximity to 
the dockyard and the dockyard’s impact on neighbourhood development. 
 
Captain James Griffin (1823-1900) of SS Alpha 
James Griffin was born in Scotland in 1823 (City of Halifax Burial Permit Register, 
1900), and he immigrated to Halifax prior to 1848 when he married Nova Scotian-born 
Eliza Hutt (Bentinck, 1846). Together they had at least eight children (Census of 
Canada, 1871). Over the years James Griffin advanced from sea man, first officer to 
master mariner - he is listed as sailing on the merchant ship SS Alpha from 1868 to 
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1878 (McAlpine, 1868; McAlpine, 1878). This is likely the same SS Alpha that was built 
by Cunard Ships and subsequently sold to Pickford & Black in 1889. Both companies 
used her for their respective “West Indies Run” lines to Caribbean ports for molasses, 
sugar and rum (Godden, 1978; Nova Scotia Archives, 1961; Gwyn, 2013). In 1888, 
Captain Griffin sold the house to a James Wambolt (Book 263, Page 723) who lived at 
the property for only a year before selling to the Dixon family (sometimes spelled 
Dickson) in 1889 (Book 266, Page 552). 
 
Charles Dixon (1854-1900), Moir’s Bakery Foreman 
Charles Dixon purchased the subject property from his brother Herbert in 1896, but he 
lived on the property with his family beginning in 1889 when Herbert first purchased it 
(Book 266, Page 552; County of Halifax, 1893). Charles was born in Halifax to David 
and Margaret Dixon; David worked as a shipwright (Halifax County Marriage Registry, 
1874). Charles Dixon married Fannie Ward (daughter of farmers James and Harriet) in 
1874. Charles worked as shop foreman and salesman for Moir’s & Son an ever-
expanding bakery and confectionary company from 1872 to his death in 1900 (Halifax 
County Marriage Registry, 1874; McAlpine Publishing Company Ltd, 1900). 
 
Moir’s & Son Ltd. started as bakery in Halifax downtown in 1816 growing to be a 
nationally known company at the turn of the century. Part of the company’s success 
was due to an early adoption of industrialization through steam powered machinery and 
obtaining contracts supplying bread to the local military (McKay, 1990). By William 
Moir’s death in 1896 his factory employed 265 workers who produced up to 11,280 
loaves of bread per day (McKay, 1990). It was also in the late 19th Century that Moir’s & 
Son Ltd. became a central frustration to labour efforts in Halifax (McKay, 1978; McKay 
1990). This fraught relationship with labour continued during Charles’ time as foreman 
from the 1870s to 1900, however the contention was focused on bakery work, rather 
than the shop where Charles worked (‘Charles’,1900). After his death in 1900, his family 
continued to live at the property until 1916.  
 
George Norman Dixon (1875-1948), Navel Engineer, WWI and interwar period 
George Norman, who was a Naval engineer, inherited the subject property from his 
parents, Charles and Fannie Norman, in 1909. George married Eleanor Delaney in 
1902 (Halifax County, 1902) and continued to live at 5219 Artz Street with his sisters, 
mother, and growing family until the death of his wife (from tuberculosis) in 1915 (Royal 
Print & Litho, Ltd, 1915; Halifax County, 1915). George served on the SS Armstrong 
until 1916, but after becoming a widow, he put his three daughters in the care of his 
sister, leased the Artz Street dwelling, and signed up to serve overseas (Dixon, George 
N, 1916). He served in France as a gunner with the 3rd Brigade which participated in 
“Hundred Days Offensive” including providing support during the Battle of Amiens, 
Battle of Canal du Nord and Cambrai 1918 (3rd Brigade, Canadian Garrison Artillery, 
1918; National Defence, 2019; Battle of Amiens, n.d.). On his return to Halifax in 1919 
Dixon rejoined the ship SS Armstrong as chief engineer and remarried to Florence 
Duffie, the sister of the SS Armstrong’s Captain Lowell Ross (Province of Nova Scotia, 
1923; Royal Print & Litho, Ltd, 1922). He did not return to 5219 Artz Street but instead 
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settled with his new in-laws on Vernon Street and continued to lease out the subject 
property until selling it in 1942 (Book 266, Page 552). 
 

Important / Unique Architectural Style or Highly Representative of an Era  
 
5219 Artz Street is a small vernacular cottage (see Style) with some late-Victorian 
influences in the design. Though local historians Archibald & Stevenson, Pacey, and 
Latremouille differ on the name, they generally describe a vernacular cottage with 
elements of various architectural styles - such as Georgian, Classical, Italianate, etc. - 
that were popular through the mid-to-late 19th Century (Pacey, 1987; Latremouille, 
1988). Latremouille (1988) notes the popularity of smaller versions of this vernacular, 
economically built on speculation in the north end of Halifax in the mid century, both as 
single detached and double houses. Built in the late-19th Century, 5219 Artz Street 
incorporates a form and decorative features that reflect a late-Victorian influence 
(possibly Italianate or bracketed) (see Figure 5). Its size is unique; very few 2-bay wide 
versions of the vernacular cottage were found in Pacey’s extensive study of the city 
(Pacey 1987).  
 
The property is an interesting case study with potential insights into Halifax’s 
construction history, as it’s an early example of balloon frame construction (see 
Construction Type or Building Technology). The style, influences and construction 
method are a unique combination and speak to the transitional nature of the mid 19th 
Century.  All told 5219 Artz Street is a unique vernacular cottage design that is 
representative to the technological changes to construction at the time it was built.  
 

 
Figure 5: Photograph of one of the wooden bracket decorations along the eaves (Staff photo, September 

12th, 2024). 
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Figure 6: Photograph showing the south facing first storey paired windows (Staff photo, September 12th, 

2024). 

Significance of Architect or Builder 
 
It is likely that William Nisbet built the dwelling at 5219 Artz Street, as he was an 
established builder in Halifax. Nisbet created the subject lot and sold it to James & Eliza 
Griffin (Book 151, Page 694). Nisbet also sold multiple other lots in the 1860s and 1870s 
along Barrington Street and Artz Street, and the stylistic similarities between the dwelling 
at 5219 Artz Street and the two abutting homes suggest they were speculative properties. 
 
William Nisbet was born in 1837 in Scotland according to his second marriage 
certificate (Halifax County Marriage Registry, 1888); it’s not known when Nisbet 
immigrated to Nova Scotia, but a John Nisbet appears in the 1851 Census, and he was 
living with six young adults at the time (Province of Canada, 1851). William Nisbet first 
appears in Hutchinson’s City Directory in 1863 and was listed as a carpenter. William 
took out an advertisement in the 1864 City Directory (see Figure 7) as a ship and house 
joiner. Nesbit was listed as a builder by the 1871 City Directory (the role of “builder” 
would generally focus on supervising or inspecting the work of multiple carpenters and 
contributing to building designs) (Pacey, 1987). By 1891 Nisbet discloses supervising a 
workforce of 30 employees (Census of Canada, 1891), and he continues to be listed as 
a builder or carpenter in city directories until his death in 1906 (City of Halifax, 1906). He 
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also served as a City Alderman for four years in the 1870s - representing Ward 6 
(Halifax Municipal Archives, 2025).   
 
The properties that Nisbet sold were primarily located around the Artz / Barrington 
Street area, though he also built higher priced homes on South Park Street (see Figure 
8 and Figure 9) (Book 143, Page 738; Book 181, Page 316) which were designed by 
Henry Elliot (Hill, 2025). Very few of Nisbet’s properties remain today, though 5221 Artz 
Street,  5215 Artz Street, and 2498 Barrington Street (see Figure 11 and Figure 10) are 
likely his work. Based on the construction of 5219 Artz Street, Nisbet seems to be an 
early adopter of the balloon construction method which became the main construction 
typology of the late 19th Century (see Construction Type or Building Technology).  
 

 

 
Figure 7: Advertisement for William Nisbet in 1864-1865 Hutchinson's Directory (Hutchinson, 1864). 
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Figure 8: Properties that Nisbet built on the eastern side of South Park Street, between Sackville Street and 

Spring Garden Road, now demolished (Halifax Police Department, 1888). 
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Figure 9: Photograph taken from the Lord Nelson Hotel, looking north to Citadel Hill and showing roof tops of 

homes built by William Nisbet (Dennis, 1930-40) 

 
Figure 10: Map highlights properties sold by Nisbet (Hopkins, 1878). 

 
 

5221 
Artz 

 
Sold 
by 

Nisbet 
1865 

 

5219 
Artz 

 
Sold 
by 

Nisbet 
1866 

2498 Barrington 
Sold by Nisbet in 1884 

5215 
Artz 

Sold by Nisbet in 1884 
   Now demolished 
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Figure 11: Facade of 2498 Barrington Street, also built by William Nisbet, which neighbours the subject 

property (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024). 

 
Figure 12: Photo of neighbouring property 5215 Artz Street's facade, also likely constructed by William 

Nisbet (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024) 
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Architectural Merit 
Construction Type or Building Technology 
 
The building at 5219 Artz Street is a single-detached house primarily of wood 
construction and finished with wood shingle cladding. It stands on a foundation of brick 
and stone construction, according to 1979 structural assessment and visual assessment 
by staff (Halifax Landmarks Commission, 1979), which has been partially parged with 
concreate and stucco. The size and style of wooden beams described in the structural 
assessment and visible in the interior (see Figure 12) indicate that the house is a ballon 
frame construction.  
 
Timber framing was the main wood construction method of the early 19th Century and 
used large wood beams connected through mortise and tenon, lap or bridle joints 
(Herman & Lanier, 1997). As industrialization made lumber and nails cheaper, smaller 
and more uniform, an alternate form - balloon construction - was made possible by the 
late 1800s (Herman & Lanier, 1997). Timber, balloon, and combination framing co-
existed for a narrow frame of time in Halifax years during the mid to late 19th Century 
(Cushing, 2023). Popular in the early half of the 19th Century Georgian styles of all types 
were generally of timber construction in Halifax (Latremouille, 1988; Pacey, 1987).  
Ultimately balloon framing became the dominant construction type in eastern North 
America for the last two decades of the 19th Century (Herman & Lanier, 1997). Thus, 
5219 Artz Street, being constructed before 1866, is an early example of Halifax balloon 
construction.  
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Figure 13: Image of interior foundation and section of frame studs with regular nail marks visible (staff photo, 

September 12th, 2024). 
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Style 
 
5219 Artz Street is designed as a vernacular cottage, which utilizes local building 
practices and materials. Vernacular cottages in Halifax emerged in the early 19th 
Century as a local architectural style popular with the working classes as it was adapted 
well for urban, street facing plots (Latremouille, 1988). These cottages have been 
described using various names, including “Classical Vernacular’ (Archibald and 
Stevenson, 2003) and “Georgian Cottage” (Pacey, 1997).  
 
Vernacular cottages in the Halifax context typically feature a rectangular or square plan, 
with symmetrical bays (usually two-to-three bays wide), 1.5-storey building height, side-
gable roof with a central dormer, multi-pane windows, and a notable entrance (which 
may feature a transom, sidelights, columns, side trim, pediment, etc. (Latremouille, 
1988: Pacey, 1987; Archibauld & Stevenson, 2003). As Pacey (1987) describes, the 
exterior appearance and level of ornamentation can vary noticeably between cottages:   
 

Halifax cottages are, without exception one and a half storeys high; dormers 
often create useable space in the attic. Styles, both of the main structure and of 
the dormers, vary. The level of decoration varies as well; the older cottages are 
generally more spartan than the later examples. (Pg 105)  

 
The home at 5219 Artz Street exemplifies the Vernacular Cottage style through its 
rectangular plan, 1 ½ storey height, and side gable roof with a north and south facing 
dormer (originally both with hipped gables, see Architectural Integrity). Being only two 
bays wide is generally smaller than average for the style, but Pacey does note others 
present in Halifax (such as 2009 Baur Street). Some of the dwelling’s original decorative 
features show influence from late-Victorian or Italianate styles (rather than Classical or 
Georgian architecture). The original entrance had a transform with a bracketed hood 
and the projecting eaves once had brackets. The original windows were narrow paired 
single sash windows (Figure 16).  
 
Character Defining Elements 

The character defining elements of 5219 Artz St include, but are not limited to: 
• 1 ½ storey vernacular-style cottage with wood shingles and a side gable roof; 
• Front-facing dormer and rear-facing hipped gable dormer; 
• Projecting eaves with decorative wood brackets and plain frieze on the façade; 
• Projecting eaves with a wooden plain frieze on the rear elevation; 
• Wood corner boards on the front and rear elevations; 
• Brick and stone foundation; 
• First floor narrow paired 1/1 windows with a shared wooden moulded trim and sill 

at the facade; 
• Asymmetrical elevated entrance with decorative trim; and  
• First floor window with wooden window trim on the rear elevation. 
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Figure 14: Image of front dormer, no longer hipped and paired windows now replaced with one larger 1/1 

window (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024). 

 

 
Figure 15: Image of rear hip gabled dormer, here the hip gable is retained (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024) 
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Figure 16: Image of front asymmetrical entrance taken from Artz Street (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024) 

Architectural Integrity 
 
The existing home has undergone some alterations that impact its architectural integrity. 
Based on the historical photographs and a 1979 structural assessment, the main 
modifications to the structure were a rear addition, which was recently removed, the 
addition of a rear deck, and the loss of architectural detailing along the front (south) 
façade.  
 
According to a 1979 structure assessment report, the roof, chimney and basement floor 
were repaired that year. The major alteration noted in the report was a rear-yard shed 
addition that was recently removed prior to the report’s completion. The rear addition is 
not present in the 1918 Pickering Fire Insurance Plan but is visible in the 1962 aerial 
photograph of the street (see Figure 19). The addition is still present in the 1979 street 
survey that was produced before the construction of Uniacke Square. Thus, the rear 
addition was built between 1918 and 1962 and removed in the spring of 1979. The 1979 
assessment also remarks the house was in good condition and no other alterations 
were noted.  
 
Smaller scale modifications are evident based on 1960s photographs (see Figure 16). 
The front dormer previously had two narrow 1-over-1 windows with wooden sashes, 
matching the first south facing elevation window below it. The front dormer’s original 
hipped roof was altered to a lower-pitched roof. These two dormer windows were 
replaced with one large 1-over-1 window with vinyl sashes between the 1960s and 
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present day. The first-floor window facing Artz Street is consistent with the 1960 image 
including its wooden sill and sashes but has lost the decorative hood and brackets. The 
basement window has changed from the one sash 2-over-2 window shown in Figure 16 
to present day two sash 1-over-1 window. Figure 17 and Figure 18 captures part of the 
home’s entrance in 1960s, which shows that the entryway once had wood trim, a flat 
transom with multiple lights, and a flat bracketed hood to match those of the first-floor 
window. A similar design is repeated on the dwelling at 5221 Artz Street in the 1960s 
photo and on the dwelling at 5215 Artz Street in the present day (both of which are also 
attributed to William Nisbet) (see Figure 11).  
 
The wooden details along the south facing eaves are likely original as they are repeated 
present in both historic images from the 1960s (see Figure 16 and Figure 17) and 
repeated among the neighbouring properties that were also constructed by William 
Nisbet (see Figure 10 and Figure 11).  
 
Based on staff’s visual inspection, both rear windows were removed for vinyl 
replacements. The rear entrance was likely altered when the north addition was made 
and later removed. However, the location of the entrance, window and dormer are all 
consistent with the front facing elevation (see Figure 20). The plain wooden frieze 
matches the south facing elevation, potentially indicating that wooden brackets were 
originally present on both sides.  
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Figure 17: Photograph of 5219 Artz Street taken sometime in the 1960s from side of property across Artz 

Street (Halifax Engineering and Works Department Staff, 1960). 
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Figure 18: Photograph showing the southern portion of Artz Street, including the entrance of 5219 Artz Street 

highlighted by arrow (Lacey, 1962). 



    Planning & Development - 5219 Artz Street 22 

 
Figure 19: Aerial photograph from 1962 of north end Halifax with 5219 Artz Street indicated by a large arrow 

and the smaller arrow indicating now demolished rear extension (Aerial Air Survey, 1960) 
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Figure 20: Image of the rear elevation of 5219 Artz Street (Staff photo, September 12th, 2024) 

Relationship to Surrounding Area 
 
The home is compatible with the surrounding area and helps maintain its heritage 
character (see Figure 21). This block of Artz Street and the adjoining section of 
Brunswick Street are largely residential, usually made up of 2-3 story wooden buildings 
though ages and styles vary widely. Brunswick Street has some of the oldest buildings 
in Halifax from its early Dutch Town expansion (Parks Canada, 1996) before becoming 
a fashionable residential area in the 18th Century (Latremouille, 1988) dominated by 
taller Victorian style residences (National Historic Sites Directorate, 1975; HRM 
Planning and Development, 1998). There are no registered properties on Artz Street. 
 
Connecting to the dockyard, Artz Street has had a long working-class tradition with 
houses built on speculation by contractors such as William Nisbet (see Significance of 
Architect or Builder). Much of the street’s residences were lost throughout the decades 
first to railway, then to the expansion of Barrington Street and in the mid-20th Century 
urban renewal project (Broberg-Hull, 2019; Plan 18067; Book 1407, Page 771). 
Properties from both sides of Artz Street were bought up for the project and the 
properties directly across 5219 Artz became multi-unit housing in the 1970s. The new 
buildings continued the largely 2-3 storey roof pattern and their design mimics the street 
pattern of single-detached houses with 2-3 bays though actually multi-unit (see Figure 
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24). In general, 5219 Artz Street helps reflect the traditional streetscape and residential 
tone of the neighbourhood (see Figure 22).  
 

 
Figure 21: Photo 5215, 5219 and 5221 Artz Street from Barrington Street, looking northwest (Staff photo, 

September 12th, 2024) 

 
Figure 22: Photograph of 1890 Halifax from the Grain Elevator looking northwest, labels added by author 

(General View-Railroads & Harbour, 1890) 

Dockyard 



    Planning & Development - 5219 Artz Street 25 

 
Figure 23: Historic photograph showing the facade 15 Artz Street, now demolished (Halifax Engineering and 

Works Department Staff, 1958). 

 

 
Figure 24: Image Artz Street from Barrington Street, looking south west in 1983 showing completed housing 

coop sold to Jim Macdonald Housing Cooperative (Development and Planning Department photographs, 
1983). 
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