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Emergency Management
• Mitigation
• Preparedness
• Response
• Recovery
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21 Mount Hope Ave
• HRM Emergency Operations Centre (EOC)
• NS Provincial Coordination Centre (PCC)
• Public Safety Federal Coordination Centre (FCC)

Communications:
• IES
• 311
• 211
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Governance
Federal

Emergency Management Act

Provincial 
Province of Nova Scotia
Emergency Management Act 

Municipal
Halifax Regional Municipality

By-law E-100
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Incident Command System

• ICS is a standardized on site management 
system designed to enable effective, efficient 
incident management by integrating a 
combination of facilities, equipment, personnel, 
procedures, and communications within a 
common organizational structure.
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Emergency Management - Programs
• Humanitarian Response

• Voluntary Vulnerable Persons Registry (VVPR)

• Public Alerting

• Hazard Risk Vulnerability Assessment (HRVA)

• Emergency Management Accreditation 
Program (EMAP)

• Business Continuity Planning (BCP)
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Humanitarian response

Joint Emergency 
Management (JEM) Teams

Ground Search and Rescue 
TeamsAmateur Radio Clubs
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Comfort, Emergency & Evacuation
Comfort Centre
• No Sleeping
• Managed by HRM 

Volunteers

Emergency Shelter
• Shelter for those 

experiencing 
homelessness

• Province of Nova Scotia 

Evacuation Centres
• Sleeps People
• Red Cross Volunteers 
• HRM and Province
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Public Alerting  
Alert Ready is Canada’s emergency alerting system. Alert Ready 
delivers critical and potentially life-saving alerts to Canadians 
through television, radio and LTE-connected and compatible 
wireless devices. Alert Ready can send intrusive alerts to be 
broadcasted immediately because of imminent threat to life.

hfxALERT is the municipality's subscriber-based mass 
notification system for informing residents about emergencies 
and operations updates. hfxALERT will send urgent and non-
urgent notifications from Community's Safety Emergency’s 
Emergency Management Division, as well as municipal winter 
parking ban notices.
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Voluntary Vulnerable Persons Registry (VVPR)
*New Emergency Management Program

Why does HRM need a VVPR?
 The VVPR provides important information to first responders and Emergency Management staff 

and volunteers to help appropriately prioritize responses to resident needs in situations like 
sustained power outages, severe storms, and more.

What is a VVPR?
It is voluntary self-referral list intended for HRM residents who may require more support during 
emergency situations. 

What can residents expect if they are included in the VVPR?
 When an emergency event occurs, hfxALERT(s) are issued and supportive action may be taken 

such as phone calls, door-to-door visits etc. 
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Who Should Consider Registering?
The VVPR is a voluntary, self-referral list intended for residents without 24-hour support 
who may experience severe difficulty with any of the following:

 Mobility
 Vision Impairment
 Hearing Impairment
 Developmental Disabilities
 Cognitive Impairment
 Mental Health Conditions
 Any Residents Who Requires Electricity for Life-Sustaining Equipment Such as Oxygen, 

Dialysis, etc. 
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Hazard Risk and Vulnerability Assessment
A Hazard, Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (HRVA) is a process to support 
government and communities in making risk-based choices to address 
vulnerabilities, mitigate hazards and prepare for response to, and recovery from 
emergencies and disasters.  This assessment identifies the likelihood and assesses 
the severity of consequences a community may experience during an emergency 
event. 

In collaboration with the municipality’s Environment & Climate Change team, Halifax 
Regional Municipality’s Emergency Management Division is implementing a holistic 
Hazard, Risk and Vulnerability Assessment (HRVA) to better understand community 
and critical infrastructure vulnerability and resilience.
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Hydrological Hazards
-Lake, River, Stream Flooding
-Coastal Flooding
-Flash Flooding 
-Dam & Spillway Failure
-Storm Water Flooding 

Hazardous Materials 
-CBRE Incidents
-Oil or Gas Pipeline Spills
-Nuclear Incidents

Disease 
- Human Disease/Public Health Crises
- Plant Infestation & Invasive Species
- Cyanobacteria Outbreak
- Animal Disease

Security (Public Disturbance/Planned Event, National 
Security Threat)

Atmospheric Hazards
- Extreme Heat
- Changing Winter Temperatures
- Extreme Rainfall
- Extreme Snowfall
- Extreme Wind Events (Hurricanes/Tropical 

Storms/etc.)
- Freezing Rain or Drizzle
- Drought
- Air Quality

Geological Hazards
- Earthquake
- Land Subsidence (and Sinkholes)

Wildfire/Structure Fires

Transportation (Aircraft/Marine Vessel/Rail/ Road 
Incident)

Hazards List
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Provincial & HRM Collaboration: 
Severe Weather Response
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Provincial & HRM Collaboration: Severe 
Weather Response

The Province may activate an emergency bed response when weather is forecasted to 

include:

Extreme Cold

• Temperatures below -15°C

• Windchill below -20°C

• Polar vortex events

Extreme Heat

• • Temperatures +29°C or higher

• • Humidex over +30°C

Severe Weather Events

• Ice or freezing rain

• Snowfall over 10 cm

• Hurricane-force winds over 100 km/h

• Rainfall over 50 mm

• Storm surge events over 6 m 



15

Pre-Storm Outreach & Engagement 

Before a severe weather event, the HRM Housing & Homelessness Team:

• Connects directly with people sleeping outside within designated and non-designated encampments 

to ensure people have appropriate clothing and sheltering supplies.

• Shares information about:

• Upcoming weather risks

• Which service providers are expanding capacity

• When and where additional shelter options are available, and for how long
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Transportation & Access to Services
To help people safely access shelter and services, HRM:

Provides transportation via:

• Taxi

• Bus

• Works collaboratively with service providers who can:

• Transport clients using agency vehicles

• Focuses on reducing barriers to accessing emergency shelter during severe weather events
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Post-Storm Follow-Up & Recovery
After a severe weather event, the HRM Housing & Homelessness Team:

• Conducts post-storm outreach to people who remained outdoors

•  Checks on safety, health, and immediate needs

• Identifies any injuries, exposure concerns, or urgent risks

• Supports safe return for individuals who accessed emergency shelter

• Offers information about shelter, housing, and supports

• Replaces essential sheltering and survival supplies

•  Supports access to food and basic necessities
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Questions
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