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  1 Introduction 
 
 

 

1.1 

Purpose of the Design Manual 
 

The Design Manual is to be the primary reference 

used during the design review component of the Site 

Plan Approval process for downtown Halifax 

development applications. 

 

Site Plan Approval is a development approval 

process enabled under the HRM Charter that brings 

improved clarity, predictability and timeliness to 

development approvals. Under Site Plan Approval, 

the approval of any development application will 

proceed in two parts: 

 

a. The quantitative elements of an application 

(maximum height, setbacks, stepbacks, lot 

coverage, etc.) are subject to approval based on 

the prescriptive criteria in the Downtown 

Halifax Land Use By-law. This will enable an 

applicant to understand exactly how much 

development is possible before the application 

is submitted. This part of the approval is not 

subject to the Design Manual. 

b. The qualitative elements of an application 

(architectural design, streetscape presence, 

public realm contribution, sustainability, etc.) 

are subject to a discretionary approval resulting 

from a design review process. It is this 

discretionary process for which the Design 

Manual is intended. Additionally, the Design 

Manual contains criteria by which modest 

modifications to the quantitative elements of 

the Land Use By-law may be made through the 

design review process. 

1.2 

Relationship to the Downtown Halifax 

Secondary Municipal Planning 

Strategy and the Downtown Halifax 

Land Use By-law 

 

The Downtown Halifax Secondary Municipal 

Planning Strategy (DHSMPS) sets policies 

governing both the quantitative and qualitative 

elements of development in downtown Halifax. 

 

The quantitative policies are then elaborated in the 

Downtown Halifax Land Use By-law, and the 

qualitative policies are elaborated in this Design 

Manual. 

 

Taken together, the Design Manual and the Land 

Use By-law give decision making authority to the 

policies of the Secondary Municipal Planning 

Strategy. The process by which that decision-

making authority is exercised is Site Plan Approval. 
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2.0 

Introduction to  Precincts 

 
Downtown Halifax features distinct areas with 

varying characters, functional identities and building 

forms. The objective of defining these areas as 

precincts is to help focus and direct land uses, define 

appropriate development, protect heritage, and guide 

public investment to ensure their vitality and to 

strengthen their unique role in contributing to the 

assets and success of the downtown. Nine precincts 

have been created by identifying existing and 

potential areas with concentrations of common uses 

or distinct identities. The objective, over time, is to 

make land use planning decisions that cultivate or 

further develop the precinctsô desirable functions 

and qualities. Later chapters of this Design Manual 

set forth design guidelines that apply to development 

throughout the downtown. The purpose of this 

chapter is to set forth the following specific design 

and development criteria that are unique for each of 

the nine precincts. 

 

Precinct boundaries are found on Map 2 of the Land 

Use By-law. 

 

2.1 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;EïNov 

27/21) 
 

2.2 

Precinct 2: Old South Suburb Heritage 

Conservation District (RC-Jan 14/20; 

E Aug 15/20) 

 
These design guidelines shall support the heritage 

conservation goals of the Old South Suburb Heritage 

Conservation District (HCD) Plan. The purpose of 

the HCD Plan is to encourage the preservation, 

rehabilitation, and restoration of the Old South 

Suburbôs historic buildings, streetscapes, and public 

spaces. The Plan seeks to promote the District as a 

unique destination by securing existing heritage 

resources and by encouraging appropriate 

development, especially in the large empty spaces of 

the District. The following three heritage 

conservation goals are mutually supportive: 

 

a. To promote the District as a heritage and cultural 

destination for residents and visitors capitalizing 

on a unique community identity. 

b. To secure and encourage public and private 

investments in heritage resources protecting and 

conserving the traditional character of the 

District. 

c. To encourage cohesive development that 

supports a setting consistent with the 

traditional character of the District.
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2.3 

Precinct 3: Spring Garden Road Area 
The following general criteria shall apply: 

a.  Development shall appropriately frame Citadel 

Hill, the Public Gardens, and Victoria Park 

through the provision of consistent, animated 

streetwalls of superior quality and design. 

b.  Ensure that there continues to be adequate 

sunlight penetration on Spring Garden Road. 

c.  Focus pedestrian activities at sidewalk level 

through the provision of weather protected 

sidewalks using well-designed canopies and 

awnings. 

d.  Prohibit new surface parking lots of any kind. 

e.  Improve the pedestrian environment in the 

public realm through a program of streetscape 

improvements as previously endorsed by 

Council (Capital District Streetscape 

Guidelines). 

f.  Development shall be in keeping with The 

Spring Garden Road/Queen Street Area Joint 

Public Lands Plan, including: 

- ensure that the Clyde Street parking lots are 

redeveloped with mid-rise development, 

underground parking, and massing that 

transitions to Schmidtville; 

- ensure that the existing parking supply on the 

two Clyde Street parking lots will be preserved 

as part of the redevelopment of those lots, and 

that in addition, the redevelopment provides 

adequate parking for the  new uses being 

introduced; 

 

- reinforce a development pattern of ñmonumentalò 

buildings on Spring Garden Road from Queen 

Street towards Barrington Street; 

- a new public open space, 2,000 square metres 

minimum, shall be established at the terminus of 

Clyde Street, on the east side of Queen Street; 

- Clyde Street and Brenton Place to become important 

pedestrian-oriented streets; 

- allow for a mid-rise development at the corner of 

Morris and Queen Streets, and; 

- to allow tall buildings on the western blocks of the 

precinct. 

 

2.4 

Precinct 4: Lower Central Downtown 
The following general criteria shall apply: 

 

a. Allow for mixed-use high-rise infill  development 

on large opportunity sites. 

b. Prohibit new surface parking lots of any kind. 

c. Ensure that existing surface parking lots and 

vacant sites are developed. 

d. Vacant sites shall be developed in a way that 

provides a continuous streetwall and uninterrupted 

pedestrian experiences. 

e. The precinct is to be characterized by animated 

streetscapes. 

f. Focus pedestrian activities at sidewalk level 

through the provision of weather protected 

sidewalks using well-designed canopies and 

awnings. 

g. East-west streets shall continue to provide views 

between the Citadel and the Harbour. 

h. Extensions of east-west streets between Lower 

Water Street and the Harbour are required as 

key 
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components in open space network. 

i. Establish the George Street and Carmichael Street 

corridor as a major east-west pedestrian 

connection, given the linkage between the Town 

Clock, the Grand Parade, and the Harbour. 

j. To ensure that the Halifax Harbourwalk is of a 

width and quality to be an important open space 

linkage with other precincts. 

k. Ensure that Lower Water Street shall be developed 

with a continuous streetwall and public realm 

design that emphasizes its meandering qualities 

and its emergence as an important street. 

l. To retain isolated heritage properties and protect 

them from inappropriate redevelopment. 

m. New waterfront development shall adhere to 

Section 2.10 of the Design Manual. 

 

2.5 

Precinct 5: Barrington Street 
Heritage Conservation District 

The following general criteria shall apply: 

a. Preserve and maintain historic government 

buildings, churches, and historic open spaces. 

b. Protect heritage buildings from unwarranted 

demolition. 

c. Develop Grand Parade into its full potential as a 

public gathering place integrated with the historic 

George Street axis. 

d. Conserve the historic character of Barrington 

Street and ensure that new development is 

supportive of, and harmonious with it in terms of 

height, massing, size, scale, proportion, materials, 

and architectural features, while not necessarily 

mimicking heritage architecture. 

e. Respect the typical streetscape rhythm comprised 

of up to eight buildings in each block with one or 

more bay widths in each building. 

f. Respect the scale, configuration and rhythm 

of the traditional components of the lower 

facade 

 

of Barrington Street buildings, including ground 

floor height, bay width, and entrances to upper 

floors. 

g. Allow and encourage contemporary shop front 

design in the precinct to support and stimulate 

commercial and retail revitalization. 

h. Respect the traditional appearance and proportions 

of the upper facades of heritage buildings in 

Barrington Street. 

i. Respect the importance of traditional windows in 

establishing the character of heritage buildings 

and to ensure that windows in new buildings 

respond to, or reference, traditional fenestration 

patterns. 

j. Retain the heritage character of the precinct by 

using building materials traditionally found in 

Barrington Street for both rehabilitation and new 

construction. 

k. Achieve the objectives of the precinct through 

accurate architectural reproduction of historic 

styles or through expressions of contemporary 

architecture. 

l. Focus pedestrian activities at sidewalk level 

through the provision of weather protected 

sidewalks using well-designed canopies and 

awnings. The use of awnings and canopies 

reminiscent of the original awnings of Barrington 

Street shall be required. 

m. Recognize the historic role of building cornices 

and parapets and to ensure these elements are 

conserved, replaced or installed on buildings in 

Barrington Street. 

n. Permit rooftop additions on historic buildings to 

encourage their economic revitalization 

while ensuring that such additions are 

visually inconspicuous and subordinate to 

the main building when viewed from the 

opposite side of the street, in accordance with 

the Heritage Design Guidelines contained in 

this Design Manual. 

o. Attract high quality retail, cultural, and 

entertainment uses at street level. 
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o. Fill vacant space on upper floors and encourage 

residential conversion. 

q. Encourage the application of the Alternate 

Compliance Methods and Performance Based 

Equivalencies of the Nova Scotia Building Code 

Regulations in the precinct in order to facilitate 

the functional upgrading of buildings within the 

district. 

r. Prohibit new surface parking lots of any kind. 

s. Improve the pedestrian environment in the public 
realm through a program of streetscape 
improvements as previously endorsed by Council 
(Capital District Streetscape Guidelines). 

t. Through redevelopment and reuse in the district, 

restore investor confidence, trigger private 

investment, and thereby improve Barrington 

Streetôs image and marketing potential to attract 

further investment. 

 

2.6 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21) 

2.7 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21) 

2.8 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21) 

2.9 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21) 

2.10 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21) 

2.11 (Repealed: RCïOct 26/21;Eï

Nov 27/21)
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3.1 

The Streetwall 

 
This section provides guidance for how buildings 

interface with the sidewalk and thereby the quality of 

the enclosure they provide to the street. A streetwall 

is formed when buildings line or front onto a street 

with consistent setbacks. The placement, scale and 

design quality of the buildingôs streetwall, as well as 

the uses provided at-grade, can determine the nature 

and character of the streetscape and reinforce 

desired pedestrian and broader public realm 

objectives. 

The three sections in this subchapter are concerned 

with: 

a. Appropriately located pedestrian oriented 

commercial uses; 

b. the setback of the streetwall from the front 

property line (streetwall placement), and; 

c. the height of the streetwall up to the point where 

upper storey stepbacks are required. 
 

3.1.1 Pedestrian-Oriented Commercial 

Grade related commercial uses such as retail stores 

and restaurants are permitted and encouraged on all 

streets in the downtown to enhance the pedestrian 

environment. On certain downtown streets 

pedestrian-oriented commercial uses are required to 

ensure a critical mass of activities that engage and 

animate the sidewalk These streets will be defined 

by streetwalls with continuo us retail uses and are 

shown on Map 3 of the Land Use By-law. 

Pedestrian-oriented commercial uses are encouraged 

but not required on all remaining street frontages. 

These areas include streetwalls with an inconsistent 

retail environment due to a variety of at-grade uses 

or different building typologies such as house forms. 

All retail frontages should be encouraged to 

reinforce the ómain streetô qualities associated with 

the historic downtown, including: 

a. The articulation of narrow shop fronts, 

characterized by close placement to the sidewalk. 

b. High levels of transparency (non-reflective and 

non-tinted glazing on a minimum of 75% of the 

first floor elevation). 

c. Frequent entries. 

d. Protection of pedestrians from the elements with 

awnings and canopies is required along the 

pedestrian-oriented commercial frontages shown 

on Map 3, and is encouraged elsewhere 

throughout the downtown. 

e. Patios and other spill-out activity is permitted 

and encouraged where adequate width for 

pedestrian passage is maintained. 

f. Where non-commercial uses are proposed at-

grade in those areas where permitted, they should 

be designed such that future conversion to retail 

or commercial uses is possible. 

 

3.1.2 Streetwall Setback 

In downtown Halifax, the placement of the building 

relative to the front property line generally 

corresponds to the grade-level uses and intensity of 

pedestrian traffic. For the most part existing 

development in the downtown is uniformly placed 

at the sidewalk with little or no setback, and it is 

desirable that future development follow that 

example. However there are areas that are more 

residential or institutional in character that observe a 

variety of streetwall setbacks. To reinforce existing 

and desired streetscape and land use characteristics, 

streetwall placements are therefore categorized 

according to the following setback standards (see 

Map 6 of the Land Use By-law): 

a. Minimal to no Setback (0-1.5m): Corresponds to 

the traditional retail streets and business core of 

the downtown. Except at corners or where an 

entire block length is being redeveloped, new 

buildings should be consistent with the setback 

of the adjacent existing buildings. 
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b. Setbacks vary (0-4m): Corresponds to streets 

where setbacks are not consistent and often 

associated with non-commercial and residential 

uses or house-form building types. New buildings 

should provide a setback that is no greater or lesser 

than the adjacent existing buildings. 

c. Institutional and Parkfront Setbacks (4m+): 

Corresponds to the generous landscaped setbacks 

generally associated with civic landmarks and 

institutional uses. Similar setbacks designed as 

landscaped or hardscaped public amenity areas 

may be considered where new public uses or 

cultural attractions are proposed along any 

downtown street. Also corresponds to building 

frontages on key urban parks and squares where 

an opportunity exists to provide a broader 

sidewalk to enable special streetscape treatments 

and spill out activity such as sidewalk patios. 

 

3.1.3 Streetwall Height 

To ensure a comfortable human-scaled street 

enclosure, streetwall height should generally be no 

less than 11 metres and generally no greater than a 

height proportional (1:1) to the width of the street as 

measured from building face to building face. 

Accordingly, maximum streetwall heights are 

defined and correspond to the varying widths of 

downtown streets ï generally 15.5m, 17m or 18.5m. 

Consistent with the principle of creating strong 

edges to major public open spaces, a streetwall 

height of 21.5m is permitted around the perimeter of 

Cornwallis Park. Maximum Streetwall Heights are 

shown on Map 7 of the Land Use By-law. 

 

 
Building base establishes a human-scaled streetwall above 
which the mid-rise building steps back 

 

 
Consistent streetwall in a low-rise context 

 

 
The edges of this urban park are strongly defined by an 12.5m 
streetwall, creating a sense of enclosure and ñplaceò in the park 

 
 

 
 

 
 



Downtown Halifax Land Use By-law 

Schedule S-1: Design Manual 

8 

  3 General Design Guidelines 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

3.2 

Pedestrian Streetscapes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Streetwalls define the edges of the public realm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consistent streetwall height 

3.2.1 Design of the Streetwall 

In designing streetwalls, the following guidelines 

should be observed: 

a. The streetwall should contribute to the ófine- 

grainedô character of the streetscape by 

articulating the façade in a vertical rhythm that is 

consistent with the prevailing character of narrow 

buildings and storefronts. 

b. The streetwall should generally be built to occupy 

100% of a propertyôs frontage along streets. 

c. Generally, streetwall heights should be 

proportional to the width of the right of way, 

a 1:1 ratio between streetwall height and right 

of way width. Above the maximum streetwall 

height, further building heights are subject to 

upper storey stepbacks. 

d. In areas of contiguous heritage  resources, 

streetwall height should be consistent with 

heritage buildings. 

e. Streetwalls should be designed to have the 

highest possible material quality and detail. 

f. Streetwalls should have many windows and 

doors to provide óeyes on the streetô and a sense 

of animation and engagement. 

g. Along pedestrian frontages at grade level, blank 

walls shall not be permitted, nor shall any 

mechanical or utility  functions (vents, trash 

vestibules, propane vestibules, etc.) be 

permitted. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Taller elements should stepback to reinforce a consistent 
streetwall height 
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3.2.2 Building Orientation and Placement 

The orientation and placement of a building on a 

property helps define the quality and character of the 

public realm. 

a. All buildings should orient to, and be placed at, 

the street edge with clearly defined primary entry 

points that directly access the sidewalk. 

b. Alternatively, buildings may be sited to define 

the edge of an on-site public open space, for 

example, plazas, promenades, or eroded building 

corners resulting in the creation of public space 

(see diagram at right). Such treatments are also 

appropriate for Prominent Visual Terminus sites 

identified on Map 9 of the Land Use By-law. 

c. Sideyard setbacks are not permitted in the Central 

Blocks defined on Map 8 of the Land Use By- 

law, except where required for through-block 

pedestrian connections or vehicular access. 

 

 
Appropriate building void to create public space 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Consistent setback and orientation to the street 
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Weather protection provided through the use of well-designed 
canopies 

 

 
Dynamic display windows add interest to the sidewalk 

3.2.3 Retail Uses 

Retail uses are most successful, and help to animate 

a street when located at-grade in areas of high 

visibility and pedestrian traffic, and when 

appropriately designed and focused. The following 

guidelines shall apply to retail uses: 

a. All mandatory retail frontages (Map 3 of Land 

Use By-law) should have retail uses at-grade with 

a minimum 75% glazing to achieve maximum 

visual transparency and animation. 

b. Weather protection for pedestrians through the 

use of well-designed awnings and canopies is 

required along mandatory retail frontages (Map 

3) and is strongly encouraged in all other areas. 

c. Where retail uses are not currently viable, the 

grade-level condition should be designed to 

easily accommodate conversion to retail at a later 

date. 

d. Minimize the transition zone between retail and 

the public realm. Locate retail immediately 

adjacent to, and accessible from, the sidewalk. 

e. Avoid deep columns or large building projections 

that hide retail display and signage from view. 

f. Ensure retail entrances are located at or near 

grade. Avoid split level, raised or sunken retail 

entrances. Where a changing grade along a 

building frontage may result in exceedingly 

raised or sunken entries it may be necessary to 

step the elevation of the main floor slab to meet 

the grade changes. 

g. Commercial signage should be well designed and 

of high material quality to add diversity and 

interest to retail streets, while not being 

overwhelming. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Retail frontages should be highly transparent and located 
immediately adjacent to the sidewalk 

 
 

 
 



11 Downtown Halifax Land Use By-law 

Schedule S-1: Design Manual 

General Design Guidelines   3 
 

  

 
 
 

3.2.4 Residential Uses 

Care should be taken to create building forms for 

residential uses that have a residential look and feel. 

a. Individually accessed residential units (i.e. town 

homes) should have front doors on the street, with 

appropriate front yard privacy measures such as 

setbacks and landscaping. Front entrances and 

first floor slabs should be raised above grade 

level for privacy, and should be accessed through 

means such as steps, stoops and porches. 

b. Residential units accessed by a common entrance 
and lobby may have the entrance and lobby 
elevated or located at grade-level, and the entrance 
should be clearly recognizable from the exterior 
through appropriate architectural treatment. 

c. Projects that feature a combination of 
individually- accessed units in the building base 
with common entrance or lobby-accessed units in 
the upper building, are encouraged. 

d. Units with multiple bedrooms (2 and 3 bedroom 
units) should be provided that have immediately 
accessible outdoor amenity space. The amenity 
space may be at-grade or on the landscaped roof 
of a podium. 

e. Units provided to meet housing affordability 
requirements shall be uniformly distributed 
throughout the development and shall be visually 
indistinguishable from market-rate units through 
the use of identical levels of design and material 
quality. 

f. Residential uses introduced adjacent to pre- 
existing or concurrently developed eating and 
drinking establishments should incorporate 
acoustic dampening building materials to mitigate 
unwanted sound transmission. 

 

 
Residential should include individual units accessed from the 
street with elevated main floors for privacy 

 

 
Common entrances for residential uses should be easily 
recognizable and active at-grade flanking uses should be provided 
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Building forms can respond to sloping conditions with 
flexible  streetwall heights 

 

 
Buildings on slopes should have windows and entrances to 
animate the frontage 

3.2.5 Sloping Conditions 

Many streets in the downtown are steeply sloped, 

and pose challenges to creating pedestrian-oriented 

streetwall conditions. Internal floors are by necessity 

flat, making it difficult to match the external grade 

for building entrances, and sometimes even to 

provide windows. New buildings must provide a 

good interface to these sloping street conditions, 

utilizing the design strategies outlined in these 

guidelines. Greater flexibility in interpretation of 

the guidelines is required, as is greater creativity and 

effort in design. 

a. Maintain active uses at-grade, related to the 

sidewalk, stepping with the slope. Avoid levels 

that are distant from grade. 

b. Provide a high quality architectural expression 

along facades. Consider additional detailing, 

ornamentation or public art to enhance the 

experience. 

c. Provide windows, doors and other design 

articulation along facades; blank walls are not 

permitted. 

d. Articulate the façade to express internal floor or 

ceiling lines; blank walls are not permitted. 

e. Wrap retail display windows a minimum of 4.5 

metres around the corner along sloping streets, 

where retail is present on the sloping street. 

f. Wherever possible, provide pedestrian entrances 

on sloping streets. If buildings are fully accessible 

at other entrances, consider small flights of steps 

or ramps up or down internally to facilitate 

entrances on the slope. 

g. Flexibility in streetwall heights is required in 

order to transition from facades at a lower 

elevations to facades at higher elevations on the 

intersecting streets. Vertical corner elements 

(corner towers) can facilitate such transitions, as 

can offset or ñbrokenò cornice lines at the top of 

streetwalls on sloping streets. 
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3.2.6 Elevated Pedestrian Walkways 

The intent of these guidelines is to focus pedestrian 

activity and at the sidewalk level in support of 

sidewalk level retail establishments, and overall 

public realm vibrancy. Canopies and awnings are 

encouraged throughout the downtown for this 

reason. While weather-protected sidewalk-level 

connections are generally preferred, pedways may 

be appropriate or necessary in some cases, such as 

interconnecting convention and hotel spaces. When 

deemed necessary pedways shall: 

a. Not be constructed in a north-south direction such 

that they block views up and down the east- west 

streets in the downtown. 

b. Not be more than a single storey in height. 

c. Strive to have as low a profile as possible. 

d. Be constructed of highly transparent materials. 

e. Be of exceptionally high design and material 

quality. 

 

3.2.7 Other Uses 

All uses should help create an animated street 

environment with doors, windows and pedestrian 

activity fronting and directly accessing the public 

realm. 

a.  Non-commercial uses at-grade should animate the 

street with frequent entries and windows. 

 

 
A well-designed, transparent pedway 
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Top 

 

 

 

 

 

Middle 

 

 

 

Base 

 
 

Buildings should typically feature a well-defined base, middle 
and top 

 

 
A traditional style building that expresses a óBaseô, óMiddleô and 
óTopô 

 

A contemporary style building that expresses a óBaseô, óMiddleô 
and óTopô 

3.3 

Building Design 

 
3.3.1 Building Articulation  

The articulation of a building is what gives it a human 

scale and a sense of quality, through attention to 

detail. Articulation implies a three-dimensional 

facade, where windows and other elements have 

depth, creating a dynamic play of light and shadows 

through the use of solids and voids. Typically the 

articulation will indicate the transition between 

floors and interior spaces, giving a human scale to 

the facade. This articulation can also include 

changes in materials, or material treatments. 

a. To encourage continuity in the streetscape and to 

ensure vertical óbreaksô in the fa­ade, buildings 

shall be designed to reinforce the following key 

elements through the use of setbacks, extrusions, 

textures, materials, detailing, etc.: 

- Base: Within the first four storeys, a base 
should be clearly defined and positively 
contribute to the quality of the pedestrian 
environment through animation, 
transparency, articulation and material 
quality. 

- Middle : The body of the building above the 
base should contribute to the physical and 
visual quality of the overall streetscape. 

- Top: The roof condition should be 
distinguished from the rest of the building 
and designed to contribute to the visual 
quality of the skyline. 

b. Buildings should seek to contribute to a mix and 

variety of high quality architecture while 

remaining respectful of downtownôs context and 

tradition. 

c. To provide architectural variety and visual 

interest, other opportunities to articulate the 

massing should be encouraged, including vertical 

and horizontal recesses or projections, datum 

lines, and changes in material, texture or colour. 

d. Street facing facades should have the highest 

design quality, however, all publicly viewed 

facades at the side and rear should have a 

consistent design expression. 
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3.3.2 Materials 

Building materials help define the character and 

quality of a building and how it relates to its context. 

Where brick is predominant, new buildings will 

define themselves by the use, or lack of brick. Of 

importance in material selection is longevity and 

ability to age with grace. Materials like stone, brick 

and glass will endure well over time. 

a. Building materials should be chosen for their 

functional and aesthetic quality, and exterior 

finishes should exhibit quality of workmanship, 

sustainability and ease of maintenance. 

b. Too varied a range of building materials is 

discouraged in favour of achieving a unified 

building image. 

c. Materials used for the front façade should be 

carried around the building where any facades 

are exposed to public view at the side or rear. 

d. Changes in material should generally not occur 

at building corners. 

e. Building materials recommended for new 

construction include brick, stone, wood, glass, 

in-situ concrete and pre-cast concrete. 

f. In general, the appearance of building materials 

should be true to their nature and should not 

mimic other materials. 

g. Stucco and stucco-like finishes shall not be used 

as a principle exterior wall material. 
h. Vinyl siding, plastic, plywood, concrete block, 

EIFS (exterior insulation and finish systems 

where stucco is applied to rigid insulation), and 

metal siding utilizing exposed fasteners are 

prohibited. 

i. Darkly tinted or mirrored glass is prohibited. 

Clear glass is preferrable to light tints. Glare 

reduction coatings are preferred. 

j. Unpainted or unstained wood, including 

pressure-treated wood, is prohibited as a building 

material for permanent decks, balconies, patios, 

verandas, porches, railings and other similar 

architectural embellishments, except that this 

guidelines shall not apply to seasonal sidewalk 

cafes. 

3.3.3 Entrances 

The entrance of a building is the most recognizable 

and used part of a facade, and provides an important 

visual cue. It must be prominent, recognizable and 

accessible. 

a. Emphasize entrances with such architectural 

expressions as height, massing, projection, 

shadow, punctuation, change in roof line, change 

in materials, etc. 

b. Ensure main building entrances are covered with 

a canopy, awning, recess or similar device to 

provide pedestrian weather protection. 

c. Modest exceptions to setback and stepback requirements 

are possible to achieve these goals. 

 

 

Material variety used to articulate the building: stone base, brick 
facade and a variety of details to articulate the base, middle and 
top. Materials wrap visible facades. 

 

 
Entrances are emphasized through building massing and 
articulation 

 
 


