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TRA CEY L IG,U0R EN~'Q.LRY .. 

Ci ty Hall 1 March 5th, 1915" 

The City Council. 

Gentlement-

The Bo~rd 01' Control submlt herewith for the consideration of the . . ... . 
'. Ci ty Council two letters d.ated respectivelyF'ebruary 20th, 1915, and 

February 2gth, 1915, ~ddre8aed by the Social Service Council to the 

City Council. 

Res ectfully submitted I 

Secretary Board of Control. 
'. ' .. 

Digital copy of Halifax City Council Submissions [102-1B.25.197] provided by the Halifax Municipal Archives



. --~----------------------------------------~~~-----------------~----------------

ODl"gl1!1i :1'1th11lJJ :Rq.lI"C5tl1h'b 

ChUr ch of J;;ng land Synod , 
PresbyLe l'i:--;n tS :",l l Od 
iVlet hodis t Confe ren ce 
Uni r,ed Baptist. ConYent,ioll 
Luth eran SYliod 
The 8:d\Ta,ti ;Q) Al' lllY 
T h e Yo ung l\'I0u's Christ ia n Association 
T'he \,\iomcn ':-; Christ.ian T empera nce U nion 
The Society for Prevention of Cruelty 
'rho Nova Scoti", ']~empcrance Alli a nce 
Grand Divi:;ion Suns of 'i'elnpcran cc 

i~aHfux, N. ~., 

Fe bru aI'y·········2-0·tlt 

Th.e City Council 
To .. .... ... ...... ..................... ............................... .... . 

Halifax N.S. 

... .... ....... 191 8 

He ,-, Canna"" O. W. , Te rn on , P re .(;.idenf. 
He v. I t. ' ;V. H.oss, V'ice-J-'rer..irien t 
Hev. Ie. E. Ba rrett. S ect'y-T"easu,-er 
Hev. H. l{. "r:tnt 
Hcl'. K E. Daly 
Mr. K D. Kin g, K .C. 
:'Ill'. Ch arles B ell 
Mr. D. M. Owen 
Mr. P. F. l\1ol'i:trty 
Mr. R . H. ·Murray 
M rs . C . Pen tz 
Chancellor Halif:tx Diy. Salv:ttion Ar my 

Honorable Sirs ;- I t may be tkat we are not 
fami 1iar as we s koyl d be witk the met\od of proceQure at City Hall, but 
we feel tl at co~~on courtesy should have broug. t at least some reply from 
te Counci~ ' to our communication of J an. 21st ult . enclosing a resolution of 
t . e Social Service Council asking t e City Council to take tke necessary 
steps required by t,-e City Charter for the investigation of serious ckarges 

/ w~ ien ave been made in t~e public press against certain city official s. 
Tkese charges public l y made and w1o. e ly circul ated should be eitAer ~t 

proven or disproven before a competent court. Unti l ik1S is done the . 
whole City Council is under the saadow of a dis~race that tlt!.ou~h it may be d 
denied is not disproved. 

On a two t hirds vote of the City Council supporting the resolutIon t 
t he case would be properly inve stizated before a County Court J udge. We 
ea ne.Btly · ur~e upon t a e members of t ' e Ci t y Council that 'for thelr own sakes 
and for t He sake of t' e ~ood naDe of the city they at once take the course 
we ave indicated . 

On behalf of t . e Social Service Council 

§ecretary. 
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'rHE SOCIAL SERVICE COUNCIL OF NOVA SCOTIA-+ 

Helifas, No. S .. 
February 20th l 19l9. 

T'o t he City Couno il. 

Hal1fax 1 N. S," 

Honorable Sirs:-

It may be that we are not familiar as we 
should be with the method of pro~edure at Citp Hall, but 
we feel that common courtesy should have brought at least . 
some reply from the Council to our communioationof Jan. 21st 
ult. enclosing a resolution of the Social Service Oouncil 
asking the U i ty Uounci 1 to tllke the nece ssary steps 
required by the City Charter for the investigation of 
serious charges which have been made in the public press 
against certain City officials • 

.'fhese ch9.rges publioly made and widely circulated 
should be either proven or disproven before a competent court~ 
Until this ie donEt the whole Oit~r Council is under the' 
6ha~ow of a iisgrace that th~ough it may be denied is 
not dl sproved. 

On a two thirds vote of the City CounCil supporting the 
resolution the case would be properly investigated before a 
County Uourt Judge. We earnestly urge upon the members of the 
City CounCil that for their ONn sakes and for the sake of 
the good name of the City they at once take the course 
we have j indicated. 

On behalf of the Social Service Uouncil. 

l!'. E. Barrett I 

Secretary. 

UOPY. 

" 
" J' " " 
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"Uh\H'ch of ]~ng;and f:;ynod 
Pl"c~byt6ri;\.n ~ynod 
Methodist COllfei'cnce 
United Bap!i:::;f ConYCnticHl 
Lutherrtl1 Sy nod 
'-"he Salv(tti.'l~ Al'lllY 
'rhe Young l\1en's Christia.n A,ssociatim.l 
The vVomcu',.; Chl'iRtian 'fenlpcrance Union 
The Society for Prevention of CrLlelty . 
The Nova Seotin. Ternpcranco Allinnce 
Grand Division Sons of Temperance 

Ho\". Cannon O. W . V t'rnon, P1'esident 
He\", R . , ;y, Ross, V-lce-P'resitie'11t 
Hev. F. E. j~ftrrett. Sect'y-T'rea.sU1'e1' 
Hev. If. H.. t;rant 
He,. E. E. Daly 
Mr. I~. D. King, R.C. 
MI'. Ch"l'ies Bell 

i; 
Mr. P . 1". Moriarty 

~ :;t Q Mr. R. R . MUl'my 

....................................... ... . .. .0 ......... 191 )) ~\~~;2~ifo~.''Nalif''x Div. Salvation Army ~ 
Mr. D. M. Owen 

l'o ... lL t{~.~ \;~~~ 
. ..... ~~~~. 

~ ~"- C1v Q ~ \ it-..tv.~ 
\,lC~~~~~~ 
.)-~~~~L~~ 
~~~~~h~\~ 
~-'\)~~~~~~ 
""'-~'<- ~~) ~ h-Y\' ~-~,~
~ o-t\---~ .~~~~ ~ tt-~~ 
cL~ ~~~ \,~ ... fc,? 
~~~~~~~~~ 

~--~~~~~~ 
\~ '. ~~4~ 
~ .M-~-~ -*-~ ~ J:I,~
~~, 
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'rHE SOCIAL S .PVICE OOUNCIL OF NOVA SCOTIA.. 

Halifa.x, N. B. 

February 2gth, 1918. 

'1'0 ;{,he Hon. Members ot'~ity(;ounoil, 

Halifax, N. S\< 

Dear 8i rs:~ 

At a meeting of the Escutive of the Sooial 

Se~!ice Souncil held ~his afternoon, I wae instructed to 

write the Oity Oouncil requesting that they deal with 

the matter of our request for an Imr estigstion i:!ito 

the ch~rges mAde publicly, and not yet di eproven, that 

C1ty of T'ioials were intoxioated. during the awful days 

following th~ disaster of Dec. 6th. 

I am aleo inetructed to make reque~t that the 

opportuni ty be given repreeentatives of the Social 

Service Oouncil to support their request when 

it cornee before the Oity Oouncil. 

OOpy;. 

Yours truly I 

F. ~. Barrett, 

Sec 'retary • 
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\ THURSDAY, MARCH 7. 

\ The Social Service Council Still Urges the 
Necessity for Investigation Into the Charges': 

Made Against the Conduct of ,Certain 
. City Officials 

. (From The 'Evening Mail.) 

THE Social Service Council have addres'sed three letters to the City 
. Council. Up to to-day they have received no reply from th~t body, 

which is the proper organization to take aotion if this scand.al 1~ to ' be 
cleared up. The City' Council have an excuse for not replymg III that 
these letters of the Social Service Council have never yet been pre
sented to that body. '\\'JIY have they not been presented? Are they 
held up by the Board of Control or by the city clerk? Ar~ both ~he 
board and the clerk AFRAID to have the l~tter of the Soclal Servlce 
Council come before the City Council? . . 

It is true t.,at the minute of the Bo·ard of Control meetmg held on 
February 21 uIt., on motion of Controller Murphy, ordered that the 

I
letter addressed to the City Council be referred to that body. But up 
to to-day, March 5th, aldermen say they have seen or heard nothing of 
any of the three letters sent them by the Sodal Service Cou~cil. Alder
men know that these leHers have been addressed to the councll. W~Y do 
the, not demand that they be produced WHY do ·they .permlt the 

spIclon of collusion on the part of all the cjty f.athers to prevent a 
proper inquiry into the facts of the case? 

IHOW many o,f the city officials are ' there mixed . up in this disgraceful 
thing. any way, if there are not found a suffic.ient number of them 

I to demand an investigation? The good name of the city should be 

I 
considered of more worth than the reputation of one or a dozen unworthy 
officials; and it is as much the businsss .of the City Council to prote(lt the 
good name of the city as to manage its affairs. 

ln reply to the last letter of the Social Service Council the city 
clerk was instructed to write that body and say, "that the Board of Con
trol, with 'the assistance of the city solicitor, F. H . . Bell, K. C., and R. 
H. Murray, K. C., have prosecuted as far as they are justifiable a search
ing (?) enquiry into such matters as have come to their notice, and 
that any finding on the ' result of the enquiry has not yet been arrived 
at. Without announcing it as their final decision, the board, in the 
meantime, deem the circumstances warrant them in considering it un
necessary to proceed fur-ther." 

---'-----
:THE Social Service Council are ' of the opinion that the Board of Con
I trol have carefully EVADED the chief issue and have TAKEN NO 
I RT:EPS' WHATEVER TO LJ:FT THE STIGMA that rests upon the city 
'and upon certain city officials charged with drunkenness, no matter 
whether the liquor wa,s obtained surreptitiously from the inspector's 
office or from some other place. , 

Information which is in the possession of the Social Service Council' 
rpakes this matter t{]O serious a ' one for the City Cour,ci! to evade. They 
are the responsible body, It is they who must ask for an investigation 

, before a county court judge. On ' this account the follbwing letter was 
ordered sent to the City Council:-

Halifax, February 28, 1918. 
To the Members of the City Council: . 

Sirs,-At a meeting of the executive of this council held : this 
afternoon, I was iJ;lstructed to write the City Council' requesting 
that they deal with the mat ter of our r equest for an investigation 
in to the charges made publicly, and not yet d,isproven, that ci,ty 
officials were in toxicated during the awful days following the dis
aster of December 6th . I am also instructed to make request that 
oppertunity be given l'epresenta:tives of the Social Service Council 
t ,) support their r equest when it comes before the City CouncH. 

F. E. BARRETT, Secretary. 

IT is no w Uj~ . to t?il ~ity Council !o take the s!eps necessary to secure 
I a Pl'O pGf lllves·tIgatlon, such as t he law provldes for bef·ore a county 
judg': ' The ('ou ncil owe it to themselves and t o the city. Men , who 
hesita te to do t lteir duty" in ~u ch R serious case ; a s this ue NOT the 
men that th e cit izens of Halifax will want to trust with \their inter'l'sts 
and their' good name when it COm E.8 time t o select a new cou.ncil and 
Board of Control. 

'~~~b~~h l:t / IK"P'/09 - tt~ ~~ 
'~::r~~_ A-o~ G.-?~ ~1\u-,~~~-~1.., ~-
~--~ . ~ c-... ~Or(~~. 

P1(!.. ~~/p)i't. ~C~l~~ 
fb!:- ~4~lpi'l) .~ldRw~~~. ~l;,~1;~ 
p'>/C ~~''tl ~<i''7. ~lo~·l .. ~. 
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