
INVESTIGATION INTO OATASTROHPE. 

Oity Ball, January 3rd, 19l9. 

The City Counoil. 

Gentlemen: ... 

The Board of Oontrol beg to report that at a meeting held 

December 27th~ 1917, they passed a resolution requesting the 

Governmwnt of Oanada to oause a thorough investigation to be 

made into the oause of the oatastrophe which happened in the 

Oity of Ha~ifaxon Deoember 6th. 

A oopy of the resolution w's forthwith forwarded to the Hon­

orable Prime Minister, Sir ~. L. Borden, and on the following 

day oopies of the resolution were handed to the following named 

Caninet Ministers then in the Oity of Halifax:~ 

Hon. S. C. Uewburn, Minister of Militia, 

Hon. C. C. Ballantyne, Minister of Marine and Fisheries. 

Hon. J. D Seid, Minister of l&ilwaY8. 

Hon. F. B. Oarvell, Minister of Publio Works. 

Hon. A. K. Mollean, Minister without port.'~'- foliO 

The BOard reoommend that the resolution be approved by the 

City Counoil. 

On January 3rd, the BOard reoeived the following letter from 

the Prime Minister's Secretar7:~ 

L. Fred. Monaghan, Esq.) 
City Olerk, Halifax. 

Dear Sir!"'" 

Prime Minister"s Offio., 
ottawa, Ont. Deoember 31st, 1917-

On behalf /of the prime Minister I beg to aoknowledgeyour 
letter of the 27th instant Bettinf forth a resolution adopted by 
the Board of Control of the Oity of Halifax requesting an invest~ 
igation into all the oauses of the reoent deplorable disaster and 

,that mrasures be taken to prevent a reourrenoe. 

.~ 
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In reply I beg to s tate that these matters are at the 
present time having the most oareful and attentive consideration 
of the Government. 

Oeo. W. Yatesl 
Prime Minister's Seoty. 

Respeotfully submitted, 

~~~~~. 
Seoretary Board of Oontrol. 
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Pre'C!'dent~ 
DANIEL CAMERON 

Mayor, Glace 'Bay. 

1st Vice-President, 
W. M. FERGUSON 

Munioipal Clerk of Colchester, Truro. 

2nd Vic8-Pres'ident 
HIRAM GOUDEY 

Town Clerk. 'Yarmouth. 

C. W. ANDERSON 
Warden, Sherbrooke. 
A. J. BANNERMAN 

Councillor. Pictou County. 
H. L. DENNISON, K.C. 
Town Soilcitor, Digby. 

F . W. HARRIS 
Town Clerk, AnnapOlis Royal. 

GEO. F. HARRIS 
Controller, Halifa~. 

J. S. LISCOMBE 
Town Clerk, Dominion. 

P. F. MAR~'IN 
Mayor, Halifax.' 

A. C. McCORMICK 
Ma.yor, Sydney Min~B. 

H. A. RUSSELL 
Councillor. Dartmouth. 

C. D . SHIPLEY 
Councillor, Amherst. 

F . T. GARDNER 
Municipal Clerk of Queens. Liverpool. 

, 
t. 4A.~ a-#~/t:; 

CL ct....t,.G'1-I.V, '"1> '{~ ,. . 

W-C-~"-i-(O! ., 

Secretary-Treasurer 
ARTHUR ROBERTS, K.C .. 

Auditor, 

Town Soliaitor 
Bridgewaier. 

W . W. FOSTER, 
City Auditor, 

HaLifax. 

Digital copy of Halifax City Council Submissions [102-1B.25.15] provided by the Halifax Municipal Archives



\ 
\ 
\ 

WHEREAS, the recent catastrophe to the City or 
Halifa.x Was a ppa.rently due to some c allse~ which might have 

been prev,ented. and attention to \Vh! ell ma.y avert a. . re'cn.~rJ-

renee,. 

AND WHEREAS, the investigation at presnet being 

conducted is apparently concerned only with the reppona1~ 

bility for the collision which resulted in the explosion, 

.hieh, in the opinion of the public) is the least important 

of the contri~ting oauses; 

AND WHEl'L"5AS, it may be that an investiga.tion into 

all the causes can only be properly held by a commission 

appointed by the Federal or evan the Irnuerial Govellmnent. 

TH~REFORE RESOLVED, that this Boa.rd requa.t the 

Dominion Government to t .ake such steps a.s are necessary 

to fully ascertain all the causes of the disa.ster and 

also wha.t measures should be taken to prevent a. recurrenoe 
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CANADA 

Ottawa, Ont o 'Jecember 31 s t , 1917 

Dear 8i r ,-

On behalf of .the Prime Minister I beg to acknowledge your 

letter of the 27th instant setting forth a resolution adoy;ted by 

the Board of Contr ol of the City of Halifax requesting an investigat ion 

into all the causes of the recent deplorable disaster ano that 

measures be ta}ten to prevent a recurrence . 

In reply I beg to state that these matters are at the 

present time having the most careful and attentive consideration 

of the GoverTh~ent . 

L. F'red Monaghan, Esq . , 

City Clerk , 

Halifax , N.~ . 

Prime 

Yours very truly , 

~ .­
r ~V!/~ 

Mi n·
'
. cer's ~ecr6tary . 
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