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April 2, 1968,

Alderman A. M. Butler
Chairman

Halifax Relief Commission
5555 Young Stryeet
Halif“‘ N. S- {
Dear Alderman Butler: /

I enclose a copy of a letter I rsceived from Mr, J.
Forrest Whiteley, of London, le seeks accurate figures on the |
dead, injured and blinded in the Halifax Explosion.

I would appreciate it if you could provide for him
whatever answers may be at your disposal.

I attach a copy of my acknowledgment to him,

Yours very truly,

ALLAN O'BRIEN
MAYOR

Encl,
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bril 2, 1968,

Ml'. J. Forrast mtﬂloy
41 Rarls Court Road
Londen, .8

Bngland,

deay Mr, ¥hitsley:

1 wish to acknowledge ynur letter of March 28,

fince wva have as a mewbox of our City Council
Aldoruar 4, M, Butloer, the Chaiyman of the Halifax Rnliof
Commission, I have refferred your letter to him,

The Reliof Commizsion was establishod as tho result
of the Explosion im 1017 and no doubt Aldermam Butler will be
ablo to givo you the most accurate information svailable,

Yours very truly,

ALLAN O'BRIEN
MAYOR
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J. FORREST WHITELEY/

O
s
%% or TEE M

61 EARLS COURT ROAD
LONDON - W.8
TEL: 01-937 3207 March 28th.1968

The Right Worshipful,
The Mayor of Halifax.
City Hall.
HALIFAX. N.S.
CANADA.

My Dear Mr. Mayor:

Could you please supply me with the most exact
figures there are available of the dead, injured, blinded, in the
dreadful Disaster fifty years ago, December 6th, last.

In a tecent day at the British Broadcasting Copp-
-oratiofi’'s White City Television Centre, I was interviewsed by the
Author of the Script used on this for some time, in Training the

"directors" of T.V. The unseen people who direct the cameras
etc., from this to that scene as the Speaker changes his words or
thoneht. For this class of*Student directors“we sat seventéen
timeﬂ °

This was, as you will understand, not a broadcast,
but all on "closed circuit", and the b,B.C, felt that I would add
authenticity to the sessions, after they found I had escaped by mhe
St. John, Sleeper Train being 8 minutes late, havang been held up that
morfing with a Whot box " at Stewiacke. I had boarded the Day Coach
at Truro, with my three sample cases aboard,expecting to be in at the
old Depot at 9 a.m. I do not need to dwell on my marvellous escape.
In fact all on the train, but only the Conductor, Gillespie, and a
lady and I were passengers on the Day Coach that morning.

If you have a copy of the "Halifax Herald" of Vec. 7th,
1917, as re-issued last December 6th(1967), you will see the first ref-
-erence I have ever heard o}’ seen to this Train, in the article or int-
-erview with Edward McCrossan, on page 6E, and in col. 4, under "Scream-
-ing and Crying" and also in col. 5. you will read in the first par. of
this gentleman putting the woman aboard the locomotive. The Conductar,
brakeman and I, went over to this Locomotive standing on the spur of the
Line to the Coast, the H.& S.W., andw carried this Mrs. Little and her
three children to the Express car, f¥om which I never got a chance to
leave after fighting the Sleeper Porter for sheets for bandages, as when
we finalj,came slowly in to the foot of Richmond Hill, cot cases were
pushed in until I had about thirty, on the floor and on the 24 carcasses
of lamb, crated, the only food aboard. Wheawe did start I jumped off
at Windsor Junction and got 3 nurses and old Dr. DeWitt, father of one,

on the train mentioned by Dr. J.P.McGrath, p. 9E. fhe is correct in

APR 7 1966 o]
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his statement that they were "the first Meliet train in", but we were-
the first train bringing Relief to over 250, OUT! )
Arriving at Trurc about sunset, I saw them off in Family groups
to the temporary hospitals in the upper floors of Fire Stations and other
civic buildings and the "cot cases' all went to the County Court, where I
sgont the next twehve days and became known to these brave peocple as "The
yYoung surgeon', for in that high building, high roowmed, I should say, it
was necessary to have a dropelight held over the coperations, this I held
over fiftytwo. Dr. Kinsman, the eye loctor was one of three left in the
Town and he took out twelve hn: that time and so it is surprising to me to
hear in the script I worked witnh, that only one hundred and ninety nine
people lost their eyesight, and becasse there may be some further occasion
to uge these figures, I write you and trespass on your time.

Having just had a birthday this month, I recall that I was 23 at
the time of this experience, which 1 have briefly outlined, -but which
is one on which thousands of words telling of the heroism of the young
and old whom I metj,and)l hope,was able to bring some help to in a small
way .« My gratitude to God never ends.

If you can assist me in this , shall I call it, search for truth"?,
it would be very much appreciated, and I thank you,Sir, for your time and
assistance. :

Sending also my best wishes to one of my favourite Cities.




*

A. M. BUTLER, CHAIRMAN THE HALI FAX RELlEF COMMISSION

b e 5555 YOUNG STREET
i commsonse HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
W, E. TIBBS. COMMISSIONER

E. W. CROOKS, SECRETARY-MANAGER

December 11, 1947,

His Worship Mayor Allan O'Brien,
Office of the Mayor,

City Hall,

Halifax, N, S,

Dear !Mr, HMayor:

Receipt of your letter of December 7, 1967
is acknowledged with currency enclosure of five dollars re-
ceived by your office from lMrs, A. H, Pouet, Victoria, B, C,

We have sent a receipt to ldrs, Pouet, with
a covering letter acknowledging her donation with thanks,

Yours sincerely,

& Lf:L&:r\. ¢ LU /7 clefon
A. M. BUTLER.
CHAIRMAN,

AMB/Y,




decenbor 7, 19G7,

Alderman A, Y, Butler
Ginirnan, Halifax Rellef Commission
S5H55 Yaung Streot
Hdlifﬂx‘ N, 5.
bDear Mr, Butler:

1 onclose a lettor received from Viatoria together with
Five Dollurs, which you have agreed to accept on behulf of thoe
Rolief Commiscion,

Yours very truly,

ALLAN O'BRIEN
MAY DR

Encls, (lLetter and $5.00 cash)
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December 7, 1967,

Mrs, A. H, Pouot

905 Vancouvear Struet
Victoria, 4,C.

Doar Mrs., Pouot!

Thank you for your letter of Docember 3rd with respect
to the Explosion of fifty years ago.

Your gift ef Pive Dollars has been turned over to the
Halifax Reliof Commission, which was set up following the Explosion
and which administers pension arrangoments for the victins of the
disaster,

We did have a Momorial Service yesterday and I am sending
you herewith a copy of tho progrom.

Yours very truly,

Encl.
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March 6, 1964,

Mr odge
[3203 Robie Stropt
Haiifax, N, S.

Dear j:ﬂ:

I believe that you have been incorrectly informed
that tho City of ilalifax is in partmnership with tho
Federal and Provincial Covernments in setting up the Halifax
Relief Commission, The Commission was creatoed by Federal
Statute and the disposal of any surplus funds is only made
after recommendation from the Relief Commission and with
the approval of the Pederal Minister of Finance,

I would suggest that any effort you might wish to make
in an attempt to secure a pension for your twenty-six years
of service should more properly be mads to Mr. John E.
Lloyd, M.P,, or Mr, Gorald A, Rogan, M,P,, ¢/o The House
of Commons, Ottawa,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
MAYOR
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o 203 Roble St.
a ax’ =
Dec. 9th’ 1963.

Mayor Charles Vaughan,
City Hall
Halifax, N.S.

Dear Mayor Vaughanm:

I am presently en a City pension of $206.56
per annum based on my services at City field simece April 13th, 1954
to the latter part of 1962,

Hewever, prier to my employment at City Field
I worked for the Halifax Relief Cemmigsion for approximately 26 years
and on being laldeoff due te sale of the properties by the Commission
I was net provided with a pension,

In view of the fact that the City of Halifax is a
partner with the Province and the Federal Govermment in the setting
up of the Halifax Relief Commission and since all theese levels of
government provide pensiens to their long service employees I feel
that I and several ether hourly paid employees of the Halifax Rellef
Commission have been unjustly dealt with in not being provided with
elther a grant er persien for 26 years of service,

I have heard that the Halifax Relief Commission
has a sizeable surplus eof funds and are concerned how they intend
d&sposing of same, If this 1s the case it is tragic that no
provision is belng made to asslst the several long-service hourly
paid former employees of the Commission,

I respectfully request that since the City of Halifax
was Jointly responsible for the setting up of the Halifax Relief
Commission that an accounting eof the fimances of the Commission
be requested and that the City also consider recommending to the
Commission that grants pr penslions be made to long-service former
employees of the Commission,

I will appreciate any effort on behalf on myself
wkkxing obtaining a fair deal in this matter,

Qx;gpurs truly,
—

/—(..L{.cx.zfa 7 7 ‘—‘—L,r.-m_-?
C; James Rodgers.,
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October 13, 1961,

m’- Au M. mtler
Chairman

Halifax Relief Commission
139 Young Street

Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr, Butler:

I have before me your memorandum on the status
of the Halifax Rellef Commisslon, It is possible that
a committee of Council may wish to discuss this matter
with you at some early future date, Pending that decision
I will circularize your letter to the Council members.

May I again thank you for your cooperation in
this matter.

Yours very truly,
JOHN E. LLOYD

MAYOR

JEL s EHJ

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



PHONE 4-1138

A. M. BUTLER., CHAIRMAN

F. H. FLINN, COMMISSIONER THE HAL[FAX RELIEF COMMISSION

W. E. TiBBS, COMMISSIONER 139 YOUNG STREET
EW.C s i
ROOKS, SECRETARY-MANAGER HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

October 5, 1961,

His Worship Mayor John E, Lloyd,
City Hall
Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr, HMayor:

At your request, I have prepared a
memorandum on the status of the Halifax Relief Commission
for the information of the Halifax City Council.

This Commission, in the year 1918,
assumed the task undertaken initially by a local committee,
This committee comprised a group of leading citizens and was
formed immediately following the explosion in Halifax on

December 6, 1917. Its functions were to receive donations
and carry out emergency relief measures rendered necessary
by the disaster. The Halifax Relief Commission was

established by Federal Order in Council on January 22, 1918,

and was incorporated by Chapter 61, Statutes of Nova écotia,
1918, confirmed by Chapter 24 of the Statutes of Canada, 1918,
These statutes gave to the Commission the powers to conduct
enquiries into losses and damages which had resulted from the
explosion and to administer relief funds in the form of pensions
and allowances,

: Apart from votes of Federal funds, all other
donations were outright gifts and were spent completely in the
early days of relief, Federal funds were never vested in the
Commission, such funds {for aid and restoration) being subject,
so far as distribution was concerned, to Federal direction,
Hence; any funds or other assets now held by the Commission, as

trustee, is the property of the Canadian Government exclusively
and absolutely,

Donations (which of course were vested) amounted
to $9,170,000, Advances by the Government of Canada, made
under the War Measures Act, amounted to $18&,000,000, These,
as noted above, were not vested, It must be clear, then, that

any current or final equity is the property of the Crown in the
rirht of Canada,
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The Commission have noted public statements made from
time to time to the effect that its activities as presently
performed should cease, such activities to be performed by
some other agency, or its obligations to explosion victims
satisfied by the purchase of annuities, It is not clear
to the Commission what benefit would come out of such change;
certainly none to our pensioned and medical cases, whose pos-
itions are frequently reviewed and always in an intimate and
personal way, Nor would the proposal to change conform
with the assurances given to those maimed and injured at the
time of the disaster by the Prime Minister of the day, Right
Honourable R, L. Borden.

The recipients of Pensions from the Halifax Relief
Commission are not far removed from those who receive them as
veterans of World War 1, Many of our pensioners, infants at
the time of the explosion, are fifteen to 20 years junior to
the military enlistments of this confliect, and this means that
in the Commission's group are those who will outlive military
pensioners by this indicated period of time,

The Halifax Explosion was an act of war and it is
the settled policy of the Government of Canada to provide pen-
sions for those who suffered through the necessities of war,
without their own default and even without adequate knowledge
of the danger to which they were exposed in the utilization of
the facilities of the port of Halifax for the common purpose of
the Allied Nations,

The Commission suggest that the termination of its
activities is a decision to be taken by the Canadian Government
which does not seem unreasonable in view of the ownership of the
assets, It may not be recalled and therefore mentioned here,
that the City of Halifax, having accepted in 1926 the settlement
of its claim against the Commission also agreed to the condition
expressed at the time that "there shall be ne further claim of
any Eind whatever hereafter presented by the City to the Commiss-
ion.

The Commission has presented their view to the
Federal authority that there is still need for the continuation
of its activities in the form that has been followed for a lengthy
period, and we have reason to believe that there is acquiescence
in this view,
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June 6, 1961

Mr. Russell Molnnes, Q.C.,
MoInnes & Stanfield,
Barristers & Solicltors,
171 Hollis Street,
Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr. McInnes, Re Halifax Relief Commission property

In reply to your letter of Jumne lat, 1961,
Mr. C., D, Smith, our Compensation Officer, has employed
two appraisers to evaluate this property. He is at
present out sick, but upon his return, I will have these
appraisals and will be in a position to further disouss
the matter with you.

In replgn;o your request for a referee, these
Sections of the Charter dealing with appointment of a referee
were amended in 1960 by eliminating the word "referee" and
all compensation claims are now heard by either a County
Court or Supreme Court Judge. I am, therefore, returning

your Order.
Yours truly
5459,,5%L__

®. C. DOYLE
CITY SOLICITOR

TCDsP

c.c. His Wcrahip, Hayor J. E, Lloyd
P. F. 0. Byars, Esqg., City Manager.
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» CM-88-61,
10 His Worship Mayor J. E. Lloyd. 1. FuLLow up
FROM: P. F. C. Byars, City Manager. 2. FoLLow up
— May 23, 1961. 3. FoLLOW UP
SUBJECT Halifax Relief Commission Property - Industrialomeicrion oate

Mile.

S —
—_

H

You handed to me the other day correspondence received by you from
Messrs. McInnes & Stanfield, Barristers & Solicitors, dated November
25, 1960, December 15, 1960 and January 26, 1961 relative to the
Halifax Relief Commission Land in the Industrial Mile which was
expropriated by the City on June 27, 1957 and in connection with
which the City paid into the Supreme Court the sum of $1.00.

I have discussed this ocorrespondence with the City Solicitor

who advises that all properties located in the Industrial Mile

have been settled except two,one being the Halifax Relief Commission
Land and the other being the estate of William Carbery. In order
to expedite this matter I have asked the Compensation Officer to
have both properties appraised. The City Solicitor has indicated to
me his belief that once appraisals have been obtained the Halifax
Relief Commission will settle with the City. In connection with
the estate of William Carbery the City Solicitor states that he
does not expect any claim although hé did indicate that the Carbery
estate valuated the property at $11,600.00. I shall keep you
advised as this matter proceeds.

e

P. F. C. BYARS,
CITY MANAGER,
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July 27, 1960

Mr, A, M, Butler,

Chairman, The Halifax Relief Commission,
139 Young Street,

Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr, Butler:

The City of Halifax has included in its 1960
Capltal Budget an amount of $10,000 for the construction
of a chain link fence to be placed around Fort Needham
Memorial Park, This fence, to start at the rear of the
Hibbitt property, would fall along the Gottingen Street
frontage, Union Crescent and Union Street. You may re-
call a few months ago in discusasing this matter with you
that it might be possible to build ]an ornamental iron
fence instead of a chain link. The type of ornamental
fence I had in mind was similar to that placed around
Citadel Hill. Would the Commission be willing to con-
tribute sufficient additional money to that provided by the
City so that the ornamental fence may be placed around
the park? This iron fence would blend in well with the
gates also placed there by the Relief Commission.

Yours very truly,
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J. P, Thomeaon, Oi

Toi L. M. Romkey, Commissioner of Finance 1. Follow Up
A. A, DeBard, Jr., Oity Manager

From: £His Worship Mayor C. A. Vaughan 2. Follow Up
L

i roc « C. Doyle, City Solieitor 5 Fallow
August 19, 1959

Subject: 33_34 Dabot Place 4. Completion Date

Thie is to advise that the City has today taken a deed
t0 33-34 OUabot Place, formerly owned by the Halifax Relief
Commission. The property has been taken over for the

purpese of street improvements.

o~

Youra ¢ '

OITY SOLICTTOR
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To:

From:
Dates

Subject:

\
\

"x
‘!1

ﬂ7,y i da-&-7f~44d

CMD-120-59

Special Finznce & Exscutive
July 30, 1959
Speciel Gouncil
July 30, 1959

His Worship, C. A. Veughan, and
Members of Ciiy Council,

Aeting City Maneper; A. R. Morton, M. D.,
July 27, 1959

Hydrostone Houses

Following ths action of City Council on Juns 25, I have bssn negotisting with the
Halifex Relief Commission for the purcheae of 33-34 Columbus Fluce, 33-34
Ssbastian Plaes, 33-34 Markel Placs, and 33-34 Cabot Pluce. The totel usssssment
on thsse four buildings is $63,350.00. I have had them inzpectad by the Plumbing
Inspector and by the City Electrician's Office, end find that two of the buildings,
neémely Cabot Plase wnd Columbus Plage will require renewial of some of the water
pipes. All four buildings will requira some slectricel changes with a nsw cireuit
to bring them to Minimum Standards. The estimated cost is $850.00, for electrigal

I have now received a prics after negotiation with the Halifax Relief Commission,
#aad I would recommsnd that the City purchasze el]l four bulldings et & cost of
$70,000.00. This is & 1ittls less than assssament plus 10%. I feel thst this is
2 feir price for the buildings, end that the City will have & returan from rants
woich will bring en incoms of approximstely $700.00 per month. Theas should go
on our reguler Assessmant Rolls end the accounting of the rantas recsivsd should
again be credited to the appropriation from which the funds for this purposs
goms, end &3 they ars to be used for sirest improvements finzlly, I would
recommend that the funds come from thet Acsount.

It should be undsratood that the Relief Commission will try and plscs the tenants
now in these bulldings in othsr vacant premiszes they heve, turning these buildings
over to the City at an early dete, and that until ths City sotually takes
posseasion;, that the present rents ths Halifex Relief Commisaion ix charging
should remsin unchanged. I have rsqussted Mr. Thomsoa, the City Asssssor, to

set what he feelz is a proper rent for thsse flats.

M.
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W w June 26, 1959,

Mr, Allan M, Butler

Chairman, The Halifax Relief Commission
139 Young Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia,

Dear Nr, Butlert
Thank you for your letter of June 25, 1959,

I wish to inform you that Council has given
approval for negotiations on this matter with the Halifax
Relief Commission, but at the meeting I explained my
desire to remain aloof from the actual negotiations as
to price. I think you, having occupied this office at
one time, would agree that I should mot be in on dis-
cussions with regard to the price of these properties.

xmmmoustogooeedaaquiomaa
possible because as you say 33-34 Cabot Flace is now
vacant and should be allowed to stand idle,

Dr. Morton has been authorized by Counsil to
meet with you to negotiate price, Ve also have approval
to discuss the three other properties, I will ask Dr.
Horton to call you to arrange & meeting so that we may
move ahead rapidly on this acquisition.

Thank you for your kindness and o ration in
this matter, I think that the sale to the City will
work out to the advantege of the Commission, in that it
1aourhopetommtemntaofacypethaéwoudﬂt1n
to the area and who would maintain the standards that
ﬁwmm the Commissionts coperations of this area

POG%,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUQHAN
MAYOR
CAVEHY
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PHONE 441228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

June 25, 1959,

His Worship Charles A, Vaughan,
Mayor of Halifax,

Halifax,

N, S,

Dear Mr, Mayor:

On receipt of your letter of June 18th,
action was taken to withdraw number 33-34 Cabot Place from
public sale, You no doubt saw our advertisement in the
press,

Officially, we will have to hold a
meeting to authorize negotiations for the sale to the City
of the properties now situated on the boulevards, but I re-
gard this as a matter of fomm.

Since receiving your proposal some thought
has been given by us as to the best method for the City to
acquire the properties, whether singly, or all at one time,
and my conclusion is that we should examine the advantages of

the latter way. Perhaps it would be a good plan to obtain
from City Council approval to negotiate; this meaning only that
the Council would agree in principle to the proposal, After

that you and I could arrange a meeting for the purpose of ad-
vancing the matter still further,

Please note that we should proceed forthwith
for the reason that 33-34 Cabot Place is presently vacant and
we could arrange for another vacancy very quickly. We want to
avoid loss of rents,

I should like to express appreciation to you
for the kind observations you made in respect of the Commission's
efforts towards town planning,

Yours faithfully,

Alfon 221, Pectto

CHAIRMAN,




CMD-108-59

Item #20
Council
June 25, 1959

To: His Worship, C. A. Vaughan, and
Members of City Council,
From: . Acting City Manasger, 4. H. Mcrion, M. D.,
Date: June 22, 1959
Subject: Purchase of Bouleverd Housss - Hydrostone District

At the Works Committee Mssting on June 16, the question of the purchase by the
City of four duplex buildings situated on the boulevards at Cabot, Merkel,
Columbus and Sebastisn Places was brought to the attention of the Committee.

It wes decided that whereas these buildings caused a traffic hazard at the
entrance to Isleville Strest, that there was no off-street parking for them
except to use the boulevard which destroyed this by winter parking, and that the
City should purchase these buildings from the Halifax Relief Commission, with the

idea that they will eventually be removed when the housing situation becomes
easier,

His Worship the Mayor was requested to contact the Halifex Relief Commission
and they have now withdrawn the advertisement of sale, and one building already
unoccupied can be purchased by the City. The sale price being asked is

not known, and the Works Committee has recommendsed the purchase of this
particular building. The other buildinga are to be purchasedwhen they bscome

vacant and the City is notified by the Relief Commission that they are up for
sale.

Permission to negotiete a price on this building and the principal of purchase
of all four is requested.

Jlann K Mullon

Acting City Manager.
ARM/ew
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June 18, 1959,

Nr, A, N, Butler

Chairman, The Halifax Relief Commission
139 Young Street

Halifax, N. S.

Dear Wr., Butlers

The recent advertisement in the Halifax press
calling for tenders for Nos, 33-34 Cabot Place ted
the members of the Committee on Works to request me to
ask the Relief Commission if they would withdraw this
building from public sale and permit the City of Halifax
to negotiate with the Relief Commission for the acquisition
of this building and other similar buildings on the
boulevards in this distriot.

It will be our intention to rent these accommo-
dations to suitable tenants for some years to coms, and
when conditions permit to remove these bulldings so that
these Ssww boulevards would be free of any bulldings from
Hennessey Place to Sebastian Plase, It would also improve
visibility at these corners near Isleville Street.

The building No. 33-34 Cabot Place 1s assessed
at $17,350,00, I am not at liberty, of course, to discuss
prices with you but I am sure that if your Commission would
agree to cancel the tender call and permit us to negotiate
the purchase of these properties that the Commission's funds
would not suffer adversely by this new approash to the dis-
position of the properties.

It is my own personal fear that the szle of these
multiple properties by tender would result in a degree of
maintenance that would not be as high as the Commission's
care of these buildings has been for many years and would
not match the present conditions in the Hydrostone District
where people have shown great initiative in ing their
properties, t*aar maintaining of this District is one of

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



the principal examples of public housing in North Ameriea.

I know that you have been most careful in dis-
poeing of your grop.rcias over the last few years to suitable
persons but in the intereasts of better town planning and

the future development of the surrounding area we are hope-
ful that you will agree to this request.

- I would be happy to discuss this matter with you
if you feel that discussions might be of some help in
arriving at a decision,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
HAYOR

CAVIEHJ

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed
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April 29, 1959.

Mr. A, M. Butler

Chairman, The Halifax Relief Commission
139 Young Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Dear Mr, Butler:

Thank you for your letter of April 27,
1959, in which you discuss my request for a trust
;::g for the purpose of maintaining the Fort Needham

Please be assured that I fully recognize
the general purpose for which the Commission was created -
that being primarily to provide pensions to those persons
who suffered loss in the Halifex Explosion, Purther
may I reaffirm my position insofar as I am personally
concerned that I would not do anything that would in any
way Jeopardise the future pension payments to your
present pensioners, However, if the Commission, after
examination of its funds and its antiocipated future pay-
ments for pensions, should find that there is an amount
that could be considered as a surplus, then it is
suggested that some provision be made out of this fund
to provide for maintenance of the Park, as requested in
my letter of April 21, 1959,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
MAYOR

CAVSERJ
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PHONE 4-1228

4 THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

5 139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

April 27,1956,

tlayor Charles A, Vaughan,
City Hall,

Halifax,

Be 55,

Dear llr, llayor:

I acknowledge your letter of Anril 21st
in which you mske application for the creation of a trust
fund out of the surplus monies of the Commission,

As I will be absent from the city for
about ten days, we will be unable to hold a meeting to
consider your request until after my return, According to
the press, this matter took form in January and further delay
should not be an inconvenience,

I should like to point out that it is
desirable that the Commission hold sufficient surplus to
adjust pensions to the cost of living and to provide medical
services to those in need of same. This is the paramount
reason for all our funds. Last year the Commissicn granted
a general increase of 20% to its pen31oners at a cost of 200,000
which amount had the immediate effect of depleting the surplus.
VWith 2any further increase in the cost of living, it is reasonable
to sunpose that lerger pensions will be necessary,

When the City entered into an agreement with
the Commission to accept responsibility for maintaining the
park after develooment was completed, the Commission enticipat-

ed spending leO 000 on this deve‘cument Lxpenditures, in-
cluding value of the land, have amounted to about doutle this
sum.,

Yours truly,

CHAIRIIAN,

A'B/Y,




April 21, 1650,

A. M, Butler, Esq.,
171 Hollis Streat,
Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr, Butler:

sSometime ago the City Council charged
me with the responsibiliity of approaching your
Commigsion with 2 view to securing a Trust Fund to
be set up by the Commission to be used to defray
part of the cost of maintaining Fort Needham Memorial
Park,

When this park was first suggested in 1549
it was not antlcipated that the Commisaion would have
the large surplus it now possesses, I think it most
proper that we now apply for the oreation of a Trust
Fund out of the surplus monies of the Commission to
insure that Fort Needham Park wlll be maintained at
a standard likely to reflect credit upon the builders
of this memorial,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN,
MAYOR.

CAV/hw,
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To: His Worship, C. A. Vaughan, 1. Follow Up
From: {jity Manager, A. A. De Bard, Jr., 2. Follow Up
Date:  April 20, 1959 3. Follow Up

Subject: Fort Needham Park . Completion Date

———— e —— — — — ———
—_— — — — e — — —.

The matter of acceptance of Fort Needham Park has never been settled.
Was the idea of a Trust Fund ever discussed witn the Commission?

Judging by their attitude on land sales where they have told me they
are trustees and thersfore must secure the best price possible, I
don't think we have much chance of getting a trust fund.

Should we accept the Park and proceed to secure their assets as discussed
with the Province?

\

Cﬁx. e el ﬂ:x.M\f -~

City Manager.
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September 28, 1958.

Mr, Robert E. Lauder
2 Hennessey Place
Halifax, N, S.

Dear Mr. Lauder:

Thank you for your letter of September 15,
1958, I have been out of the City for a week and
therefore have been unable to reply until this time,

I discussed this matter with the Premier of
the Province and the two Federal Members for the Halifax
Constituency. I have been advised by them that this
matter is being discussed with the Halifax Relief Com-
mission and we hope to have an adjustment of this made
in the near future,

Yours very truly,
CHARLES A, VAUGHAN

HAYOR

CAVIEHJ
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d Hennessey Placd

Halifax, Nova Scotia

September 15, 1358

His Worship the Mayor
Charles A. Vaughan

Halifax, N.S.

Dear Sir:

I am in receipt of a notice from the Halifax Relief
Commlission to the effect that they are contemplating the sale
of their Hydrostone flats and the basic price suggested for

the set of flats which I occupy is $17,000.00.

A3 a tenant of the commisslon since returning from
overseas service in 1920, and a person who may soon be retired
on pension, I am somewhat surprised and disappointed at the
prospect of the burden which is indicated ( please see attach-
ed estimate ).

I feel that the basic price is unduly high compared
with the price at which they sold their houses and I submit
that the people who maintained and improved these homes might
have been given some form of credit especially in view of the
fact that the commission is & non profit entity, and these

units certainly did not cost that much to build in 1920.

Acting on advice that these places would not be for
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" o

sale in the forseeable future we have recently invested in an
0il furnace, automatic hot water heater, 220 wiring, aluminum

windows and tiled floors, and so you can imagine the difficul-

ty we are now facing.

I would respectfully suggest that you might please
give this matter your attention with a wview to influencing the
commission to reconslder the suggested basic price in the light
of thess circumstances, in the hope that they might arrive at

a more just and equitable figure.

Thanking you for any attentlon and assistance you may

care to offer in this matter, I am

Yours truly

[Robert E. Laudern

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



Monthly Instalment $ 57.39
Monthly interest on 181st

instalment (deferred mortgage) 42,50
Provision for 181st instalment 42,50
Monthly interest on improvements

bought - when known ?
Provision for maintalnance 25.00

Approximate monthly taxes and

fire insurance 25,00
Estimated monthly outlay $192.39
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From:
Dates:

Subject:

CMD-118-58

Item #9
Finance & Exscutive Comm.
October 9, 1958
Item #9
Council
QOctober 16, 1958

His Worship, C. A. Veughan, and
Members of City Council,

City Manager, A. A. De Bard, Jr.,
September 23, 1958

Assessments for Improvements - Halifax Relief Comm.

There are quite a few assessments for improvements which have been outstanding
against properties owned at the time of asseasment by the Halifax Relief
Commission. I was prepared to recommend that most of them be written off because
the assessments wers for improvements abutting open spaces which have now been
deeded to the City. The following are in this category -

Account catio Type of Assessment Amount
63204A Barrington St. - West side
(Russell & Devonshire) 1941 Pavement $ 129.20
63204A W.S.Barrington & Duffus at Roome 1948 L 323.82
63204A W.S.Barrington near Duffus 1948 " 168.26
632044 S.S.Duffus near Barrington 1948 " 484..95
63204A 8.3.Roome St.between Acadia &
Devonshire 1949 Sidewalk, 687.57
Curb & Gutter
61108 Gottingen St. north of Dartmouth
Ave. 1949 Pavement 38.08
61108 Gottingen St. north of Dartmouth
Ave. 1951 Sidewalk & Sod 81.87
E. 5. Albert St. at Duffus 1951 Curb & Gutter 187.41
60286 Albert St. at Devonshire 1952 Trees 30.11

On some others I wrote to the Relief Commission on March 19; 1958 as follows:

"Mr. A. M. Butler, Chairman,
Halifax Relief Commisaion,
139 Young Street,

Halifax, N. S.

Dear Sir:-

We have reexamined the assessments for improvements charged to the
Halifax Relief Commission. At the time the charges were filed, the
abutting lands were your property. Since you have subsequently desded
them to the City for open spaces, we are prepared to recommend to City
Council that these amounts be written off.

However, there are several assessments which we feel you should pay.

Copy of Clerk's Office Historical Reference file - Halifax Relief Commission - 102-5-1-52 provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives - Personal Information Removed



"Account

632044 W. S.Barrington between Young & Hanover -1951 Pavemsnt §237.00
Int.6 Yre.@ 6% _ 85.32
$ 322.32

632044 W. S.Barrington at Richmond - 1941 Pevemsnt 134.00
Int.6 Yra.@ 6% _ 48.24
$ 182.24

At the time the charges were filed (December 16, 1941), you were the
registered owners of these two properties.

The amournt for oiling the lanes we feel is a proper chargs. Ths lansx
were not ours at the time the oiling was done and although the emount is
small ($48.58 including interest), we would appreciate payment.

There are two items involving 1948 Pavement which abut on properties which
are not ours at present. They are:

63204 S. S. Duffus at Albert - $§23.09
63204 E. S. Gottingen at Diffus - 1i8.00

These descriptions differ from those in our previous lettsr. I would
consider recommending write off if these properties wers deeded %o the
City.

Will you advise me how you fesl about these propsrties.”
The Relief Commisaion's reply reada:

"Dear Sir:

We have had an opportunity of discussing with Mr. W. E. Tibbs, one of
the Commissioners who is wholly femiliar with the situation;, the matter
of certain outstanding betterment charges referred toc most recently in
your letter of March 19, 1958.

The information we were able to gather is this: +the improvements
adjacent to the various lanes we think not to be our obligetion, for
the resson that when this Commission and the City finalized variocus
matters in the form of the Award of December 30, 1926 it was considered
that the lanes being public thoroughfares became City propsrty undsr
Section 18, Chapter 61 of the Acts of 1918. Thia view does not wholly
lack support in the letter of the City Solicitor, the lzte Mr. Bethune,
approved by the City Counecil November 12, 1942.

The situation of other betterments charged against land which, et ths
approximate time the charges were filed; had been scld to the Croun was
simply that we had agreed with the buyer to sell at the zssessed velus
and after the agreement was made amd the price fixed these chazrges

came into the picture.

We think that (subject of course to the Crowmtssright of sxemption)
the lien should follow this land for twenty years, end if ths lien is
not effective, because the land is exempt, then we think the Croun
has a moral obligation to pay, based on the fact that they reoeivad
the full benefit of the improvements in question.

The position taken here is consistent with the attitude &dcpted by

the Commission in the past, and the Commission do not fsel that it iz
proper now to interfere with the decision then taken.
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Referring to the matter of giving ti8 City & deed for the open space
at the corner of Gottingen and Duffus, we wrs agrssable tc do this.
We no longer own the land at the corner of Duffus and Albert Street,
this having been sold to Wartime Housing in 1943.

Yours truly,
(Sgd.) E. W. Crooks;,
Sscretary-Manager.®

This letter disavows all responsibility and unless thers is other direction,
it is recommended the accounts be written off.

a.a.mq%

City Manager.

/em
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THE PREMIER
HALIFAX

HOVA SCOTIA

September 15, 1958

Dear Mr, Mayor:

I have received this morning a note from
the Minister of Finance advising me that following the
Cormonwealth Trade and Economic Conference which is
expected to terminate about September 26th, the Minister
has to go to India to attend the Annual Meeting of the
Board of Governors of the International Bank and the
International Monetary Fund. He does not expect to be
back in Canada until mid-November,

I have written to Mr, Flemming expressing the
hope that we will be able to get together about the matter
of the Halifax Relief Commission shortly after his return,

Yours sincerely,

W‘l@rﬁ’mv‘-ﬁ

R. L. Stanfield

His Worship

Mayor Charles Vaughan
City Hall

Halifax, N, S.




CITY COUNCIL

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
CITY HALL

Halifax, N. S.,............. September . 30,.....................19.58,..
Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax
held on the. .. ... (015  WRRRTT GNP SR Gu Gl day ol ... September..............1938 ..

HALTFAX RELIEF COMMISSION - PROPOSAL TQ SELL DUPLEXES

His Worship the Mayor referred to the proposal of the Halifax Relief
Commission to sell the duplex houses and informed the meeting that he had
received a letter from a resident of 1 Kane Place representing a number of
the tenants living in the duplex houses in the Hydrostone Area, owned by the
Halifax Relief Commission, Most of whom are pensioners whose incomes are not
large enough to enable them to accumulate sufficient money to meet the down
payment and mortgage payments, many of them having been moved from the single
units to the flats for that reason. The letter requested the Mayor to do what
he can to assist the tenants who do not wish to be disturbed as they cannot
afford t» b the hoises or pay the high rents being asked for alternate
accommodation,

"[t is my own thought, in order to maintain the area at a fairly high
standard, that if the Commission is desirous of selling the houses, the City
might buy them and rent them out as City property. We have the set-up to
collect rents and maintain the buildings," he said.

Alderman Dunlop: "I think the man must be rather an elderly man. His
letter makes a great deal of sense and he has been there for forty years, and
to be forced out now would be going contrary to what the buildings were built
for., There can't be too many victims of the explosion still living in the
houses."

His Worship the Mayor said that one of the parties concermed is a war widow
and another is definitely an explosion victim; and he added the thought that
there are no City appointees on the Halifax Relief Commission.

MOVED by Alderman Dunlop, seconded by Alderman Lloyd, that His Worship
the Mayor be authorized to make representations to the Halifax Relief Commission
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CITY COUNCIL

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
CITY HALL

Halifax, N. S.,............. September.30,......................1958, .
Extracts from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Council of the City of Halifax

............

HALTFAX RELIEF COMMISSION - PROPOSAL TO SELL DUPLEXES

His Worship the Mayor referred to the proposal of the Halifax Relief
Commission to sell the duplex houses and informed the meeting that he had
received a letter from a resident of 1 Kane Place representing a number of
the tenants living in the duplex houses in the Hydrostone Area, owned by the
Halifax Relief Commission, Most of whom are pensioners whose incomes are not
large enough to enable them to accumulate sufficient money to meet the down
payment and mortgage payments, many of them having been moved from the single
wits to the flats for that reason. The letter requested the Mayor to do what
he can to assist the tenants who do not wish to be disturbed as they cannot
afford to bur the houses or pay the high rents being asked for alternate
accommodation,

"It is my own thought, in order to maintain the area at a fairly high
standard, that if the Commission is desirous of selling the houses, the City
might buy them and reﬁt them out as City property. We have the set-up to
collect rents and maintain the buildings," he said.

Alderman Dunlop: "I think the man must be rather an elderly man. His
letter makes a great deal of sense and he has been there for forty years, and
to be forced out now would be going contrary to what the buildings were built
for, There can't be too many victims of the explosion still living in the
houses,"

His Worship the Mayor said that one of the parties concerned is a war widow
and another is definitely an explosion victim; and he added the thought that
there are no City appointees on the Halifax Relief Commission,

MOVED by Alderman Dunlop, seconded by Alderman Lloyd, that His Worship
the Mayor be authorized to make representations to the Halifax Relief Commission
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CITY COUNCIL

OFFICE OF CITY CLERK
CITY HALL

Halifax, N. S.,...........September. .30, ...............1958,
Extraets from Minutes of a Meeting of the City Couneil of the City of Halifax
held on the............. 1 1 TR R R A SRR VIR - B O NN Septemher.................1958

HALTFAX RELIEF COMMISSION - PROPOSAL TO SELL DUPLEXES

His Worship the Mayor referred to the proposal of the Halifax Relief
Commission to sell the duplex houses and informed the meeting that he had
received a letter from a resident of 1 Kane Place representing a number of
the tenants living in the duplex houses in the Hydrostone Area, owned by the
Halifax Relief Commission., Most of whom are pensioners whose incomes are not
larze enough to enable them to accumlate sufficient money to meet the down
payment and mortgage payments, many of them having been moved from the single
units to the flats for that reason. The letter requested the Mayor to do what
he can to assist the tenants who do not wish to be disturbed as they cannot
afford to bur the houses or pay the high rents being asked for alternate
accommodation,

"It is my own thought, in order to maintain the area at a fairly high
standard, that if the Commission is desirous of selling the houses, the City
might buy them and rent them out as City property. We have the set-up to
collect rents and maintain the buildings," he said,

Alderman Dunlop: "I think the man must be rather an elderly man. His
letter makes a great deal of sense and he has been there for forty years, and
to be forced out now would be going contrary to what the buildings were built
for. There can't be too many victims of the explosion still living in the
houses,"

His Worship the Mayor said that one of the parties concerned is a war widow
and another is definitely an explosion victim; and he added the thought that
there are no City appointees on the Halifax Relief Commission.

MOVED by Alderman Dunlop, seconded by Alderman Lloyd, that His Worship
the Mayor be authorized to make representations to the Halifax Relief Commission
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September 10, 1958,

Dear MP.JI!IEH

Thank you for your letter of September 4,
1958, regarding possible sale of remaining flats in the
Hydrostone area. I am only sorry that this information
was not conveyed to me earlier in the year when discussions
took place with representatives of the Provincial Govern-
ment on this matter of the continued existence of the
Halifax Relief Commission.

I can share with you your dismay and under-
stand the feeling you have with respect to the possible
purchase of these houses. I, of course, cannot apeak
for the City, but if the Relief Commission does want to
gell the remaining flate I would think the City of Halifax
would consider buying these and continue to rent them to
the present tenants, We have the administrative set-up
and would be able to maintain these bulldings, by our own
Works staff, in a fairly good manner,

I intend to bring this matter before the Council
on Thursday, September 11, 1958, and ask for some direction
from the City Council, In addition I plan to discuss this
matter with the Premier of the Province to see what can be
done to assist you in your present position.

I would ask that you advise all those who signed
your petition of this letter,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
MAYOR

CAVIEHY
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September 2, 1958,

Mr, E, W, Crooks
Secretary-Manager

The Halifax Relief Commission
139 Young Street

Halifax, N. S.

Dear Mr. Crooks:

If the City of Halifax 1B to expend ecivic
monies on the maintenance of Fort Needham Memorial
Park the City should be formally so informed,

I recall, at the meeting held af the Com-
mission office in May 1949, when this matter was
discussed, that the Commission undertook to develop
a park at Fort Needham,

Before 1 can advise the City Manager that
he should include an amount in the 1959 budget for
expenditure on the Park, we should have a formal con-

veyance of the improvements to the Park to the City
of Halifax,

Yours very truly,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
MAYOR

CAVIEHJ
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PHONE 4-1228
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THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

August 29, 1958,

Mayor Charles A, Vaughan,
City Hall,

Halifax,

N.4 8,

Dear Mr, Mayor:

At a meeting of the Commission held on
August 26th your letter addressed to our chairman was read
and considered.

I am directed to advise you that the
appropriation established for the development of Fort
Needham Memorial Park is exhausted and an expenditure running
to the cost of the type of fence suggested could not be un-
dertaken, Last year when the Commission wished to be
appointed custodian of the Park, so as to control the actions
of teenagers this permission was refused, The responsibility
was thereby taken away from us,

The Commission wish me to take this
opportunity to advise you that sometime next month it will
not be making further expenditures on the Park and that,
therefore, provision for its maintenance should be included
in 1959 civic estimates.

Yours faithfully,

E. W. CROOKS,
EWC/Y, SECRETARY-MANAGER.,
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August 27, 1958,

PRIVATE AND CONFIDENTIAL,

Mr, Edmund Morris, H.P.
House of Commons
Ottawa, Canada,

Dear Ed:

You will recall our discussions re the
Halifax Relief Commission over the past year that led
us to helieve that it might be possible for the Province
to assume control over these funds by the creation of a2
Provincizsl commipsion to manage the assets of this
Federal body.

Recent developments which were quoted in
the press, wherein the Relief Commission announced an
increase in pensions of approximately twenty per cent,
have led some people to believe that this transfer of
authority will not now take place.

It is my view that merely because the Relief
Commisfion raised its pension payments this is not a
sufficient reason for our ahandoning attempts to have
the control of these funds returned to looal hands.

If it is possible I hope that you will be able
to discuss this matter with Mr, Pell and let me know what
he thinks of this matter in view of recont action taken
by the Halifax Relief Commission.

Yours very sincerely,

CHARLES A, VAUGHAN
CAVIEHJ MAYOR
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PHONLC 4-9228

THE HALIFAX RELIEF COMMISSION

139 YOUNG STREET
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

~ugust 13, 195°.

Dear Sir or ladan:

The Halifax Relief Commission has
been ziving consideration to an increase in permanent
nensions, and in May made a recormmendation to the Canadian
Government that nensions be increased by 20% over current
payments,

This increase, now anproved, will he
added to the bonus portion of your "allowance efPectlve
from Seotember 1, 1958, and it is expected that it will be
of assistance to you in meeting the increased cost of livine,

The Commission is mlad to make this
announcement and is able to authorize the adjustment because
of its administration of the substantial sum voted for =id
and restoration by the Canadian Government followinsg the
Halifax Explesion,

Yours truly,
—

ue 'ie CROOKS,
BEWC/Y, SECR.TALY-MANAGLE..
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. sastrous explosion of
1917, when more than fifteen hundred
Haligonians lost their lives, and the north
end of the city was laid waste, the work of
restoration was entrusted to the Halifax-

Massachusetts Relief Commission. At the
time, the commission operated under the
guidance of the provincial government. But
in 1918 it came under federal control and
has been in thdt state ever since.

Over the years, the Halifax Relief
Commission, as it later became known, buiit
up a surplus, over and above pension
requirements. That surplus is now more
than $600,000 and the: City of Halifax
proposes to do something about it. At the
request of tHe city, Premier Stanfield wiil
act on its behalf in seeking to restore the
operations of the commission to the Prov-
ince of Nova Scotia. Were this accomplished,
it would then be possible to'make use of
the fund for the benefit of the city. As it
is mnow, federal government legislation
makes no provision for allocation of this
unexpended money. _ ‘
: Mgt adter the holocaust of
gis of Haligonians
#es set up on the

¢ Relief Commissi

\\ <?

e

Commons, the Exhibition Grounds an
Garrison Grounds. Evéntually, however,

most of them secured accommodation in

the commission-operated Hydrostone Devel-

opment in Halifax North. By 1919 many of
the outstanding claims had been settled by

the Halifax Relief Commission and in 1920

a pension scheme for widows, orphans and

the disabled set up. By 1925, under the

gmd'ance of the commission, the devastated

area had begun to assume a new community

life, with churchés and schools rebuilt, and
the attractively - designed stone houses

teplacing the hundreds of wooden struc-

tures which had been smashed into kindling

wood by the explosion of two thousand {ons

of TNT.

Few of the scars of 1817 are apparent
in Halifax North today. But the Halifax
Relief Commission still functions and such
has been the competence of those who have
guided it over four decades, it has produced
.a splendid surplus. To free this dormant
fund, and make it available to the City of
Halifax, may prove to be a task of no mean
magnitude. ;Howm}er, in Premier Stanfield,
the city has a spgkes o has been
uniformly successH ¥
Ottawa in the pasti

—

Ay
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Misuse Of Funds

Use of the $600,000 surplus of the Halifax Relief

‘Commission by the city or province for any purpose ather
{than for the use of residents of Halifax North would be a

“betrayal of trust —it should not be used for purposes’

Negotiations are current!
derway to transfer the fund
ifederal i{o provincial contre
Surplus amounts from thePHalls
ax Relief Commission fund fhol

Nm:th said thl_s mrn

Explosion in 1817.
fund was established a
usettes Relief Commis

n 24 hours of the explos:on.
ors ofl the fund,” Mr, Ahern
“would be unhappy if the
and province took the surplus
i general government purposes.”
e said he wm.l.ldn't like to see
'the surplus used for building side-
'walks in other sections of the city

‘or for chosen prcvmcral purpous.
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THE PREMIER
HALIFAX

HOVA SCOTIA

July 22, 1958,

Mayor C.H, Vaughan,
City Hall,
Halifax, N,S.

Re: Halifax Relief Commission

Dear Mayor Vaughan:

Following receipt of your letter of
July Lth 1 wrote to the Minister of Finance,
outlining some of the vast history and the
present situation in respect of the Halifax
Relief Commission.

I suggested to him that I would be
prepared to name an individual or a committee
to discuss this matter with his Department.

On July 16th I received a reply from
the Minister of Finance advising that he would
be prepared to discuss this matter.

I nave since received a further communi-
cation from the Minister advising that he had an
interview with the members of the Commission.

Yours very truly,

1)ty

Robert L, Stanfield
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