Relief Commission Headquarters,

A meeting of the City Adviscry Board =md the Halifax Relief
Commission was held at the Relief Commission Headquarters on Sate
urday morning, Odtober 12th =

Present-
T.S. Rogers Chairman
H. Fowlke
R, P, Bell Secretary

G, H., Archibald - Manager Reconstruction
Judge Wallace

Mayor Hawkineas

L.F.Monaghan City Clerk

F.W,W, Doane City Engineer

Controller Muzﬁh¥5ki~wkau‘

Mayor Hawkins=- The firet matter I wish to bring to your attention
is the condition of the streets, dus to the rubbish and plaater
that are allowed to lie there for months, choking our catchpits

and being generally a nuisance in every way. There are instances
where there has been debris on the streets since early in July -
your debris, and we would like you to get a move on and get it away

T.S.ROgers= Don't you think you ought to summon the other con=
tractors who are leaving debris round?

Mayor Hawkins- The Police say it is your debris,

Cont. Finlay = We are complaining of houses where your men are
working, There are several places I ocould mention., At #1135 Spring
Garden Road it took me thrse weeke t0 have the debris removed,

T.S,Rogers- Who did you complain to?
Controller Finlay~ @ spoke to Mr. Crosby.
T.S.Rogerg= Mr, Archibald is the man you should have spoken to,

F.W,W, Doane = There is another complaint that Controller Hines
was making. He says that where theplaster is thrown out of the
buildings in some cases it ie being thrown out of upper windows
right down on to the street. Shutes should be provided in every
cage to take the plaster down from the upper storey.

T.S.Rogers- This would have to be done in numberless caees.
If you ask us to have shutes you are asking something that is inm=-
poesible from the expense point of view,

F.W,W, Doane- You are throwing the plaster out where it blows
into the face of everycne in the neighbourhood. It ie not very
pleasant, to say the least. .

T.S.Rogers- You have to put up with that. It is practically
impossible to have shutes for all those buildings.

F.W,¥W. DCane- We would not allow any private enterprise to do
it that way.

T.S.Rogere~ Thie is not an ordinary proposition we are up
against.

Mayor Hawking=  Your proposition is the same as that of any other
contractor, only it is larger, That should not give you any ad-
vantages over other contractors.

F.W,W, Doane= It does not seem to ibe to be an unreasonable requed
to make, not to throw the plaster out so that it will blow in the
face of everyone who passes. You are apparently defending the pamo-
tice.
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T.,S.Rogers- No I am not. I am merely saying it is a big undertaking
=1 suppose there are five thousand plastering jobs going on here :
this summer/ We will ask Mr. Archibald to give us a report on the
giaooa where the plastering has been on the street for any length of
me .

Mayor Hawkine= In gome cases where the houses have had cornioces be=-
fore the disaster, these were not put back.

T.S.Rogers~- This is the pdlioy we have adopted, that where the
cornice was so damaged that the whole ceiling had to come down, we
would not replace the cornice because it meant an enormous amount
more work and enormous amount of expenee, and in a largs number of
cages there was no reason why it should be replaced. That was a
matter we thoroughly discussed and decided upon. If a man insisted
upon a cornice, we would replace it. It was a big and difficult
Question and we settled it as we thought right. Regarding the plas-
tering, I think the City Council are going a little too far when
they say we must have & shute for every place. There areabout 5000
places where plastering is being done.

G.H.Archibald- What we are planning to do is this. We have asked
the BCard d Health to give ua a list of every house such as Mr. Fin-
lay has given me. If I ocan get a complete list I will have that

all cleaned up in the course of the next three or four days. We can
gpare some trucks now and we will put them on that. Tomorrow we are
going to put out everything we have there in the way of transport
and get the City cleaned up. With regard to the moving of plaster
and the throwing of it down on the street, 1f we put shutes there

we have to have a man there to get the shute cleared. In most in-
stances the plaster is taken out at the back. In very few cases is
is thrown out on the main street, but sometimes it has to0 be done.
Ifwe use sgshutes it takes more time, as we have to move them from
place to place and it takes more money algo. People do not realize
that we are plastering at the rate of 40 houses a day - that ia, we
are finishing the plastering in 40 houses, and it means if we waste
any time in cleaning them out,we will be that mpoh behind in getting
the houses finished. HOwever, we will take steps to see that as of-
ten a@ possible material is thrown out in the back or somewhere where
it wont come in the front astreets.

T.3.R0gers- Is there any objection from the City point of view,
to working on Sunday?

Meyor Hgwkine= No. I think it abeoclutely necessary in the interests
of health in the City that you should get +thies stuff cleaned up.

T.S.Rogera- Speaking for myself, I thought it was being removed
as it was taken down, :

Mayor Hawkins= All up round Almon and Bilby Streets there has been
plaster on the street for montha.

G H.Arochibald- The first of the week you will fidd a large accumu-
lation of plaster, but our teams start on every street every week
and they clean that strest up by Thursday or Friday of that week., We

cannot take the houses in rotation.

Mavor Hawkins= The next subject is whethe# that we would like to
get a cheque for $13,900 to pay for the Chebuoto, the engine to re=-
place the one lost in the disaster. It was understood that this en-
gine would be paid for,.

T.S.Rogers- Who makes that statement?
City Clerk- We expected that the Relief Commission would give us
back the engine.
T.S.ROgers- This is like any other claim the City might have
againgt the Comriasion.
City Clerk- Except for the necessity from a fire standpoint.
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- T.S.Rogers- I get your poknt of view, but the Commiseion doces not ac-
cept that claim, It admits that the City lost the Patricia, but that
does not mean that we can or will pay for it out of the Relief funds.

Mayor Hawkins- You have a lot of buildings here that are liable to burn
and you have to depend on our engines chiefly. There buildings are like
80 much tinder, You have a lot of property here, too, and I think the
least you oould do would bde to pay ?or at least one of the angines

destroyed.
T.S.Rogers= I would like to0 4if I had the funds to do it,

Mayor Hawkins=You are building a lot of structures in the North end and
you don't want to have them burned down. You are likely to get reduced
rates on acoount of our having a fully equipped Department. I donr't
want to say it, but I feel like saying that if you wont pay for our en-
gine, the Fire Department wont be at your Disposal. If your buildings
catch fire they can just burn down and we wont do anything to helg you,

T.8.Rogers- Well, if you want to take the responsihility of our build-
ings, you can take it.

Mayor Hawkine=If you are not prepared to do xight by the City-

T.S.Rogezs=- You do not understand our diffioculties. Ykur suggest ion.
opens up the whole question of the responsibility in connesction with the

explosion, :

Mayor Hawkins=The Government took full responsibklity. Mr. Borden said
they would pay dollar for dollar,

T.8,Rogers= TWhat an extraordinary thing to say. \
Mayor Hawkins-I am willing to have it published., I say it advisably.
Borden™gald the psople would be paid dollar for dollar,.

T.8.Rogers=- I am not aware that Sir Robert ever said the people would

be paid baok dollar for dollar. If he did, that is a matter for him and not
for ue, It is true we have been agpointed to expend certain monies that
were granted for purposes of relief, You cant put us in the false position
you try to. We would be committing an absolute breach of trust if we under-
took to pay any olaims to the City at the present time,

Mayor Hawkins« I say you are entirely wrong in your point of view. I say
the City should get it firet of all,

T.8.R0gers- You say the City should receive first consideration, Fur-
ther, you say that, understanding that we have not enough funds in our
hands to pay all the losses. We should therefore pay the City for what it
has lost for schools, fire engines and guildin 8 and let the goople who
lost their homes, do without, It xust be one thing or the other. We
have 'aet apart the main portion of our fund for the purpose of re-con-
structing their houses, and that is going to be done before the City fota
its fire engine or anything else, before manufacturers, eto., get their
money. If there are funds enough left, we will distribute it as we think
it should be distributed.

Mayor Hawkins- You are not restoring the people's houses. I ocan gut dosens
of people who do not know where they are going to live, and who cannot get
houses from you. You are building a lot oframshackle buildings. I &0

not know what the people are going to do. You are building a lot of rook-
eries to let out t0 every Tom, Dick and Harry. The fact is you do not

care. Someone remarked that it looked like & country piggery.

[ X

Copy of City of Halifax Minutes of Halifax Relief Commission Advisory Committee provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives.
Note that these minutes were extracted from Volume 3 of the Special Committee minute books, 102-1G-3



———

T.S5. Rogers- You show absolute ignorance of what we are doing. You
have no idea of our duties or responsibilities or of what we are going
to do. You should not be urging, as Mayor of the City, personal op~-
inions of that sort, becausethey are not oreditable to the City. We

are trying to do a great task the best we can, and these reflections
are absolutely unjustified.

Mayor Hawking= You are doing the best you can with the houses at
Boulderwood,

T.S.Rogersg~ Ag far as I know, there has not been a dollar paid
out in Boulderwood.

Mavor Hawking- You do not have to have an audit or anything else,

T.S,Rogera- That ig abgsolutely untrue. We have to have an audit-
that is provided.

Mayor Hawking- The auditor says he ocannot audit your accounts at all.

T.S,Regers~ He does not say ahything of the kind, and we have an
auditor of our own who has been in charge ever since the first day
after the disaster. We have ask2d tlhie Auditor General to take such
stene as he thinks necessary to audit our books ani accounts.

Mayor Hawking= They ghould be publiahed.

TeS. Rogers- That is8 a matter for the Auditor General, We can have an
investigation on oath at any time you want it, into any of ou:r affairs.

Mayor Hawkins= You cannot go to the Courts, Why should you have a
special clause in your charger providing that you cannot bhe reachsd by
the Courtse?

T.S.Rogers= There is no such clause in the charter, Anything that we
do that is not property done, can be reached by the Courts.

Mayor Hawkine~ It is absolutely impoesible to get evidence.,

T.S.Fogere~ Why 4o you make such a statement? There is abecluteiy no
truth in it.

Mayor Hawkins~ There is truth in it.
T.,S.Rogers- Then you have nover read the Charter,
Mayor Hawklns- I have read the Charter.

T.S.Rogers- Then you do not understand it., Now listen - The Charter
protected the former Committee who came in to help the people of Halifax
right after the disaster.,

Mayor Hawkins.,- Ani the same protection is over this Coummittee.

T.S.Rogers- = It is not. You have been misled by someone who thinks

ne knows something about it., The Charter protected the former Committee.
If you did anything after the disaster and did it in good faith, the
Char%ter protects you, Their obligations and liamlities were ocast upon
us and we hive to stand by them, and if we do not, we can be sued as
anyons else could be suzd. The only thing we cannot be sued for, ie this-
If a person claims a certain amount under the relief fund, that is left
to our discretion and we would be in a mice mess if every person who im-
agined he had a oclaim against this Commiseion, gould sue it. That is the
decision and the only decision and the proper decision, If you come in
here and claim $2000 to get your house papered and we say vwe will allow
you $100, you cant sue us for the $200C

XD
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T.S.Rogers- Are you going to judge us on 8000 cases we have to deal with?
We live up to our precedent, or try to, You see, the money that is placed
in our handg is there to be distributed according to our discretion ba the
people most entitled to participate in it, We could never have paid out
one dollar if we could have been sued. We would have had to wait until
about 15,000 law suits had been dctermined. This discuseion has arisen

in oonnection with the City's olaim for payment for the engine to replace
the pPatricia., The deocision of the Commission in relation to all City prop-
erty 1s that inasmuch as the charge for restoring of City property is a
general City charge, the City should look after that, rather than we should
take the money away from people who indifidually have suffered, because the
chargefor the restoration of all City property is spread by taxation over
the whole City. So we at the present time have had to leave the City to
look after itself.a The Government may some day recognize yocur claim,

Mayor Hawkins- This 18 an exceptional case. We have the engine and you
mignt look upon it as largely in your own intereat,

T.S.Rogers- Our intereste and the City's interests are all the saue,
We are simply trying to locok after certain features of the City's activie
ties. Why do you speak of the Relief houses being ours any more than be-
longing to the City? '

Mayor Hawkins- I was given to understand that this was to be paid for
and replaced the sare as the Chief's car., There was some official under-
standinge-=

T.S.Rogersa- None whatever at any time, as far ag the Commissicn is
concerned.

Cont. Finlay- Your appraisal Board or someone you elected, appraised
the loss,

T.S.Rogerse We avpraised all losses. We have asked every businese man

in ths City to make a statement of his losses, Ve want to give the Govern=-
ment & lict c¢f the total lossee of the City.

Mayor Hawkingse It is time the Government did something, then,

T.S.Rogerse In other great disasters dimilsr to this, you wont find
anything like the progress that has been made in this one, ¥3 do not mind
ofiticiem and we get nothing but criticism, but as a great favor, I wieh
the Mayor would come here and say "Gentlemen, you are trying to do your
best." I have never had a word like that yet.

Mayor Hawkinsg- I haven't seen that you were trying to 4o your best. Some
people have been walting for nearly a vear for & house to live 1n.

T.S.Rogers~ Some of the people cannot get houses for two years yet,
How many houses are thers to be built?

Mayor Hawkins- I don't know at the present time,

T.S.Rogers- You ought to leave us to attend to our business and you
can attend to yours, :

Mayor Hawking= The houses you are building up there are ramshackle old
buildings. Take the case of the Isolation Hospital - That ia a sample of
your architecturse,

T.3.,Rogers- You had better leave that matter alone. That is a matter

that the City had better leave alone, We gave $10,000 to help the City out.,
Why should we build an Infectious Hogpital except to help the City out?
Mayor Hawkins- What do you mean by saying we should leave that muttsr alone?
T.S.Bcgers- Never mind - just leave it alone,

Mayor Hawkins- But I don't understand and I would like tO know.

T. .Rogers- It11 tell you privately after this meetins.
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Cont., Finlay- The olaim is that a draft plan came up and it was not
acted upon, but another plan was drawn, and the upshot was that the
building was put up there at a cost of about $28,000, $10,000 of which
the Commiegaion will provide.

Mayor Hawkins- We have a building there, but the idea of putting up a
hospital with permanent windowsa.

T.S.Rogere- Mr. Johneton was here and the plans were under his supes
vision, What more could we do? We asked Mr, Murphy at the time, if the
City would take that over, and by special request we too k it. Thie is
the thanks we get for it. It is not fair,

Maya Hawking- I was instructed wrongly.

T.S.Rogers- I am not blaming Mr. Johnston, but what I gm asking you
is, did not the Commission do its best to have thinge satisfactory? It
ie unfair to come here and blame us.

Mayor Hawkine= You have the preparing of the Tuberculosis Hospital plans
is there not ~ome way of speeding that up?

T.3.Rogers- We let you have the services of our architects at cost, As
a Commission we have nothing to do with that at all, except that the
architeots were here and we asked thei:r services at cost for the Tubercu=-
losis League. We have been uging upon the City authorities and every
other authority the necessity of hurrying up the Hogpital, and we have
always been roady to do all we could in the matter of preparing the plans.

R.,P. Bell=- Roes & MoDonald have had the plans there waiting for 0.K.
for weeks.

City Engineer- I understand it was because Mr, Ross was away. We were
waiting for higto ocome back so that we could have a final conference on
the plans, Mr. Bell says he came back yesterday.

Mayor Hawkine=- Getting back to the Chebucto engine, we have no money
to pay for this enginse.,

T.S. Rogers- Neither have we,
Mayor Hgwkins= I guess we will have to send it back.

T.S.Rogers- That is for you. I d0 not want you to think that the Com-
mission is unsympathetic with the loss. Have you seen our report to the
Government? In this report the Commigsion unanimously recommended tk the
Government that all losses should be made good by the publioc fund. We
are on record as saying thie, and will never recede from that position.
We willl urge that upon the Government and will cgooperate with yourselves
when the time comes. I want the Board of Control to understand that, and
the citizens you represent, to understand that the attitude of the Com=-
mission has always been that way and no other way. It is unfair for you /
to represent to the public the Commigsion'’s views as being any other than
your own in reference to the restoration of damage, and we are prepared to
cooperate with you in every way, but the funds placed in our hands are not
sufficient to meet the City’s claims and we will not recognize the City's
claims until we have the funds to do so. We have, from the first, tried
to help the City in making them loans on a business basis, because it
could not be on any other basis.

Cont. Finlay=- At what rate would you loan this money to the City?

T.3.,Rogers- Originally we said 5% until you oould get power to issue
bonds, and then at the current rgte, which is 6%4. We offered to loan you
money in case you were up against difficulties in borrowing money. We
have always been willing to meet you. You have reached the limit, whioch
is $250,000. The letter wa sent to Mr. Hopewell yesterday was to let him
know that, Now there is $180,000 for schools. You cannot come and ask
us for money whenever you want it, You must let ue know in advance, 8¢
that we can prepare our budget.

—~—
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Mayor Hawkine- If we cant get money when we want it, what is the
good of it?

T.2. Rogers=- If you ocannot go to the bankers and brokers and get
money, and have to come to us, it is fair to us to let us know a month
or six weeks in advance.

City Clerk- The reason we did not ask for the money for the fire
engine among the amount to be borrowed from the Commission,was because
the whole Council thought the Commission would look upon the enginef
&8 different from the schools.

T.S.Rogers- We were asked this year to advance up to $280.000
if necessary, including what we have spent on behalf of the City.

Mayor Hawkins- It was always understood that the reason this amount .
wa;hnot put in the $250,000 was this this was to ¥& be paid for out=-
right.

T.S.Rogers- Dont say it was understood.

Mayor Hawking= I distinotly understood that. There was some under-
standing with the Commission.

T,5.Rogers- There was no such understanding and no such expression
of opinion.

Mayor Hawkinse We are in a hole now = egither the engine has to be
pald for, or it has to be sent back., Will you take it into consideration?

T.S.Rogers- What i1s the use of taking it into consiler=tion?
Mayor Hawking=- You might find it handy sometime,
T.S.Rogere- Aren't we entitled to protection from the City 7

Cont. Finlay- The engine is here and ve ought to decide something about
it.

Mayor Hawkins= We will have to send it back = of course the reason we
did not borrow from the bank for it, was because we felt it would be
dealt with by the Commission.

T.S.ROgers- Just go to the premier and say that through an oversight
or mistake that amount wes omitted. Cant you segl bonds now?

City Clerk- We never asked yocu for anything but explosion damages.
T.S.Rogers- We do not admit.the principle that you can come to ua

to borrow money to meet explosion damages on account on the explosion., We
have been asgsisting you as much as we thought necessary and on market
conditions/ You cannot in this way place on this Commission any liability
to pay the City for its losses out of relief funds which do not extend to
such oclaims., The Commigsion cannot recognize any liability, direot or
indirett with respect to the explosion. We are only toc glad to aesist
you in borrowing money in case you have difficulties, legal or marketabls.

Mayor Hawkinsg- You have loaned money to the Provincial Government.

T.S.Rogers-~ We had some money to invest and we bought Provincial
gsecurities, as we bought City securities. We never loaned money to
the Provincial Government.,

T.S.Rogers- Might I make a request? The Commission made a request
the other day that if poesible the City would build the Union Street sewer
to help us in our bullding operations. We would like very ruch to have
that sewer put in this Fall. The foundations ocould be conneoted with the
sewer rgther than build houses and then have to build cesspools. That
gewer was high on the list of sewers to be constructed.

Hayor Hawkins ~-But the decision of the City is only to build sewers
. Where there are houses.
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T.S.Rogers- That decision might be changsd on account of the explosion.

Mayor Hawkine=You could give us a list of the houses to be bullt there.

T.S.Rogers- We oould do that in the Spring. There are one or two houses
built there now.

City Engineer- Would not that be time enough to consider it.

Mayor Hawkins= Are you going to change the grade of that street? Itwould
be practically impossible to drain some of the old foundations.

R.P, Bell= You mean to drain those on the east side into the Union St.
sewer?

T.S. Rogers- That matter is being taken up I think with Mr. Seymour and
Kr. Joknsten. :

City Engineer- I presume the Mayor means tliat the levels of the [loor of
the houses ehould be decided,for thse grade was decided long age but the pegple
would not build to it. ¥We have no law that could make them build to it.

T.S. Rogers- We hoped that some of the foundations could be saved on the
east side of Uniop Street

Mayor Hawkins- It is going to make the coas of that sewer excessive, if
you save the foundations.

T.S. Rogers- Alright, we wont 4o it then.

City Engineers You say you wont have any houses ready until the Spring.
We have been in the habit of dbuilding sewers all winter.

T.S Rogers = Well then, we will have gome hope of getting it in the
Spring.

City Engineer- We expeot to build all our sewers by contract, eo it will
not be a slos matter,

T.S. Rogers- If you want us to go on and do _it, we will furnish the money
and the settlement can oome later, If you pass a resolution of this sort it
will be done.

Cont. Finlay- If course in all the sewes you are bullding there would be
necesaity for the City Englneer to have some supervision.

T.S. Rogers- Absolutely - it 1is all City Work.

City Engineer- If there are to be discussions later with reference to sewers
and water pipes, I think any part of the water system that is coming under
discyssion should be lald at least with the knowledge of the Superintendent
of the Water Departiment.

T.S. Rogers- Anything in City work will come under your supervision and
approval, We want Mr. Doane's assistance in this and everything else of
that kind., I would propose that you pass a resolution authorizing us to
construct the necessary sewers in the devastated distrioct, subject to the

engineer's approval and oheck as to coet, etoc., and as to money, we ars not
asking for money. 1Is there any objeoction from your point of view, to that?
City Engineer- I do not see any objection.

T.S. Rogers~- Supposing we say what we have in mind, and tleave it at that,
including the Union St. sewer.

City Engineer- I do not think the City would like to accept a blankey pro-
proposition, I & not want too much responsibllity placed on me.

City Clerk= Why not make an application in each dase?

Cont. Finlay- Afre there any streets where the sewer is put out of com-
misgion?

T.S. Rogers= I do not think so [ %7
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T.S. Rojere- This new system of taxation. It tazes lands and im=-
provements?

Cont. Finlay= Separately.
T.S. Rogers= There i@ no personal property tax?

Mayor Hawkins- There is a household tax, bamed on the rental of the
house.

T.3. Rogers- About this property of ours where we are building, in
relation to taxation. Now what I have in mind- under the law gwe are
not agsessable.,. The idea of the commission is that when the property
becomes profitable to the private owner, we of ocourse turh it in, and
in relation to our own property, when we come to get rent for it. It
ie not fair to tax us at the present time when we are not getting any-
thing from it, and a go~d many of theae houses occupisd this winter
will be occuplied free from rent. We will charge a nominal rent.

Mayor Hawkines But if this property is all taken out of our assessment
b0Ooke=mw

T.S. Rogers- It will all be put back as soon as it becomes revenue.

flayor Hawkine-~ Why not have the property all assessed, and that would
be one of our claims against the Commission.

T.8. Rogera- You are just asseseing the people who are entitled to
relief, because it takes tnat much out of the Rellef fund.

T.8. Rogers- I an just mentioning it ®0 you, and it ocan be under
discussion. The Commission is now preparing statements of all losses
all over the City, inoluding the City's own losses, 80 that we can
make a gecond report to the Government. This will be the third re-
port, counting the verbal report. The second one did not deal with
property losses. We all know that the cost of labour and naterial has
gone up very much since, and that those estimates were insufficient,
That means, of course, that on the basis of reports, very much more
money will be required for what we have been endeavour ing to do. The
Relief Commission canmot go to the Government and way we want more
money without being able to inform them as to where the thing is going
to end, and 80 we will have to postpone these claims until we can go
Rack to the Government, giving them the amount and classifying the
ciaims and putting the daragese against each, saying how far our money
will go. 1In the meantime, I want you to appreciate that our task is a
very diffiocult one, and we cannot recognige your claims. W¥e do mot
want the public to have any other impression than that we are sympath-
etic, for if they have any othar impression it will weaken our hands.

Mayor Hawking- I think the City's claims should be dealt with some-
what differently than the manufacturers or other claims.

T.S. Rogers- Every class of claims say the same thing The City's
claims are not ahead of private claims.

R.P. Bell=- The Mayor refersed to the Commission having done some
work at Boulderwood. I &m interested in property at Boulderwood, and
I thought he might have meant the commission did some work for us.
Mayor Hawkine~ It is common talk on the street., that material and

work were being done at Boulderwood = materials were taken over there
and work done by the Commission.

%;?i?Bell- Is the general impression that it was done for Ralph
4

Mayor Hawking= Oh, I don't know.

R.,P. Bell=- I insist upon knowing what you mean. Is the impres=-
sion that the work is being done for Ralph Bell?

Mayor Hawking= I have heard your name mentioned.

| 8%

Copy of City of Halifax Minutes of Halifax Relief Commission Advisory Committee provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives.
Note that these minutes were extracted from Volume 3 of the Special Committee minute books, 102-1G-3



R.P. Bell= It puts me in a very unfair position. Unfortunately I
did re~build my house at Boulderwood and Inever realiged that the
Commission woul ! be credited with dojng the work. My house in
Boulderwood wag rebuilt by Bute NcMahon and Co. and I have their
vills for $3500. The plumbing work was done by Farquhar Bros. Most
of my material was purchased from the Telfer Wood Co. of Bridgewa-
ter. Some of the extra finishing of my house was done by Silliker
and WcMahon., The same misapnrshension with regard to material and
transportaticn as that under which you may be laboring, wus probably
due to the fact that came up yesterday in relation to some of Bate-
McMahon'e trucks. They had loaned to the Commission certain motor
trucks without charge. When theyv started to do work cn their own
account, they took their trucks back an? those trucks wcre recoge
nized by the public as belonging to the Commission. They also had
A lumber yard at Borth Street where they stored 2 large amouni of
material.

T.S. Ragers= Thbe commigsion had nothing to do with ¥r. Bell's prop-
erty. I think if ¥r. Bell could have foreseen that the fact of his
being Secretary of the Commission and the work of the ccmmission go-
ing on at the gamre time, would have given rise to such conclusions,
Le would not have had the work done just now. This will give you
gsome idea of what we have to suffer.

Kayor Hawkins- I think if I wes given an oppcrtunity I could prove
that raterial was checked cut by the Commission to,Boulderwood.

T.S. Rogers~- You can see our records at any tire.
¥ayor Hawking- If they have not been burned up.

T.7« Rogers=- Why do you say and insinuate such things. You are a
public officer and subjeot to criticism. You knew how much unfiar
criticiem there is. You should not criticize on the basis of mere
Tumors.

Mayor Hawkins- This is not mere rumor-

T.S. Rogers- Supposing Bate MoMahon had loanel us scme lumber and
we are golmng to return it.

Mayor Hawkins- The connection of Bate McMahon with thie Commigsion
has been oriticized.

T.S. Rogers- If you have any charge with regard to the hcnesty and
uprightnese of any member of this cormission it is your duty tc make
achamge and oome up here like a man and make a charge. An enquiry
will be made immediately. Unless you are in a possiticn to make a
churge of that kind you have no business to be spreading rumcre. If
you have any ocharge to make that reflecte on the honor of any man

we invite you to make the charge and things will be investigated,
immediately and thoroughly.

Mayor Hawkine= I have heard of ocases where prices were raid for
lumber, which were not justified by the market. Someone must have
got a rake-off,

T.S. Rogers- There is very liitle truth in that. You suggest that
and suggeet the name of the party and we will have an investigation
on Mcnday morning at 10 o'clock.
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