
RELIEF HEADQt:TARTERS, 

Halifax, Aup.:u.st 6th, 1918 

A mea ting of the Relief Co11m1ission and the 

City Advisory Committee was held at the Relief 

Headqua.rters this morning at 12 o•clock, present: 

T. S. Roe;er s- Chair1t"9ll 
F. Fowlke 
His Wo.rohip the Mayor 
Ald3rman Godw· i n 
Controller Fiillay 
L. Fred Monagh~n-City Clerk. 
Ra.lph P. Bell 
City En~ineer Doane 
H. W. Johnston, Asst. City Engineer. 

Mayor Hawkins We Nill take up vri th Ur. Doane 
the matte~ of the planning of the Hennessey Field. 

Enrri r.i.eer Do3!1e - Mr, Ross has sen.i the plans to 
the office in corr·pliance with the request of 
the City ar.d in my opinion there a.re sorn e very 
objactionable fea t ures in it. 

( Mr. Ross at the r equ es t of T. ~. Rogers is 
c~lled to the me e tinB)• 

L_ 8._E;~gers Will ~ou have to h9.Ve legis-
lation before this sc•1err:e can be placed on 
the Official Ci t.y Plan 7 

Eneine er Doane Our town Plann ine; acbeme will. 

~s. Rogers. We have the :rieht to do our 
own 'I'own Planning when we desire to do oo • 

Engineer .Doane. I will have to et·J.dy the Act 
as:.t I am not f'imilia.r With it. 

Engineer Doane. 'l'he first objecti:;n<l.ble feature 
of the plan is that on your plan Agricola Straet 
is redaced to 60 ft. in width . Agricloa Street is loc-
on the li'J Official City Plan a.a 100 feet-- ated 
w:'.. de and you have relocated it at 60 f~et .7 ide. 

Mr. Ro<.>s. The c l~e!.age has bean rr.ade t :·1roue.;h 
error and placed on our plan, but 1 t waa felt 
t hat it did not affect the planning scherr:e in 
any way. 

EnR'i!leer Do~me. But it .ioes affect out t own plan­
ning • 
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Mr. R.Jss. If we establish a build.~ng line on 
Agricola. Street the houses now built will be 
behind the ether buildings. 

T. s. Rogers.- I underst-:rnd Mr. RO'rn conferred 
with the City about ttie matter. 

Mr. Ross 

Enginear Doane - I think this is a mighty object­
ionable feature. 

M.r. Rose I think the answer to tr.is is that 
we pickup the l i ne of your buildings and pu.t 
saree on thio plan. 

City Engire e r Doane, I feel sure that this 
stree t will be boulevs~ded in time and Ne will 
not allow buildinga to be placed here as in 
the business diatric t. 

Mr. Ross and the AaGiatant Ci~y Engineer 
go over the plan of the Relief co~misaion re 
the Hennessey Field Property. 

Engine er Doane I think 1 t bad pol ic-, to have 
a jog in the middle of the block. 

Mayor Hawkins. I understand you are buyine; !this 
prope.rty from the pr:;;sent o·.vner? 

T. s. Rogers The sarre is under consideration. 

T. s. Rogers. I understand Mr. Johnston that 
the idea is to run a through street to Agricola 
Street. 

Malor H~Nkins. M~y idea wo~ld be to boulevard 
th i s Street a.a.G.---t-ha ,,_Ci ~a.y~ f~~ fae-t-- and 
eliminate the jog. ;::; ~ .· ·'' · · . . : / , . 

T. s . Rogers Do yo"§l ever expect to r-ia.ve 
a b oulevard throur,h tti.ere'l 

/J-, 
Mo.y or Haw kins. The City has c-0n-s-ideraa the· 
purct:1sstof t he p roperty ~'Vith that idea.. 

Ma~or Hawkins. I co,.aide!· it beet to les.ve the 
~treat as it was originally, 

l..!_S. Ro~e~·- TniG is s.. n,atter in my estir.uation 
th3.t will be best left to the City Aut .. orities 
to deal ·.111 t h . 

Mcv or. HaW:ins. In case·e of tlli s kind I consider 
the rr.at ter should be brought before the Board 
of Cibntrol before comine; before t11e Advisory 
Committee. 

T. s. Rogers. We have every :ntention of 
keepine; you inforrr.ed of our actions but 1 t will 
be a loa-g ti~e before we take such steps. And 
you have mJ aeaura.nce Mr. Mayor that we wish 
to carry out our plane agreeablJ to every body 
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concerned. 

En~Le::r Doane. You are put't -:. ng a v -:;ry deaira.ble 
class of buildin~s up. 

t. S. Ro?:ers. The peibple who will occupy this 
district are people ~fem who have left the loc­
ality between Gott1agen and North Creighton Streets. 

Engineer Doane. If yo~ put up such a desirable 
class Of buildings ho·1": Will you prOt3C t your­
selves from otlier b'li.lldinga of a less desirable 
character being put up after 7 

1'.· s. Rogers. That is a:. rr.a:tter that will bava 
to be dealt~ with in time by the City's ToNn 
Plann .i ng Bos.rd. 

The Plan is aGuin gone over • 

..'L._S. Rogers. Block 32, it is not our idea 
to u3e this lot for bu111ings at all. 

Enfri!°1e er Doane. I understand you hava the 
right to make any stre3t in this distric~ 
any width yo~ see fit ? 

u.r. Ross. Mes, we have all the po·.vers of Town 
Plann l ng "in this araa. 

width 
Maior Hawkins. 
pipe line? 

, ... ,·. 
V,' ha. t/ do- we il~Q.uire for the 

j. - I 

Mr. Johnston. 16 feet. 

Engiue-;}r Doane. I s ~e by y ~·ur plan tl .. at YS!U ~a.11 
~.J:-eigb.:ton-Btr<..~e-t J Islesv ille s trae t} )! r i, I. 

T. s. Rogers. 1L1 tr1e description given us 
it waa · called North Creightion St~eet • 

• , . , 
Mn. Rohnaton. Eventually it will 'u e called 
No.rt i~ and South Creighton. 

Ertgineer Dll>ane. I co.1Hider this a v:3ry poor 
plan as it is most confusing to visitors to the 
City wishine: i;o locate any one. 

T. 8. Rogers. Who.t po.rt of "this pl~d 
-y0tt---.c.al 1 ~~~-lT·t'°+--Or-&-~h ton Street? 

_.; ~ 

M:r. Johnston. The block between Bloomfield 
and Macara S trGe ts, tb.a.t....-a.og. .of · land~ i.s called 
N..OJ:th Creighton Street. 

Engineer Doane. I think it is awful for atrangers 
to trace streets like that. 

).._ , ' ',, . . 
Ii-;-----8 .. i- Regers. I su gest thia.t ycu put Islesv ille 
Street on y su~ plan instead of North Creiehton St. 
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~1s t 6thrr. 191~. 

T. s. Rogers Vie cunsid.er keepitig t :i.e houses 
back fro~-;- tl~e Street 15 feet. 

Mr. Johnston. I do not aae any advantage in 
keep :i. ng a. fifteen feet bui l dlng line, I ·think 
10 feet wo~ld be sufficient so that in case W? . 
wish to~ it th-e c.ost.~:.v-0:u.1d-·be--l.e&a. ;,, .- ,,,-.-i;.-,/ ·, / .. :· 

,, ~;' i . 

T. s. Rogers We wo ;ld never expect ·that it 
would be ~t in othe~ than •res i dent i al streets. 

lt ~ . ( .. .' 

T. ,s. Rogers, ·r su?2est t hat we fix a io fe3t 
line to one side. 

Engh1eQr Doane. This proJlliaion is made by 
yo-..;.:r town planning boa.r3., say you ma}ce provisions 
aguinat the putt i ng up of fences, nhat will 
happen when the Commissio~1 ia dis pc!lsed with? 

T. S. RoBers It will then 1re in the hand9 of 
the Town Planning Board, protected by the Town 
Plann:ir.g Act, At t11e pr::isent time we h:.:.ve all 
the powers of a To·•m Planning BoarJ. ourselves, 

?!ayor Hawk i ns Wo:..:.ld. it li.G t be well for the 
Commission to furnish ttie Cit.y Co.moil and. the 
Boar,j of Control with blue prints of the proposed 
c r.anges before the matter is decided def i nitely 

T. s.Rogers. This was our idea all along. 

Mayor Hawkins. . I think before you go ahead 
wi -eh any daveaiilpen-.ents you should furnish us 
witt blue prints aa it is the business of the 
City generally and we should be kept in touch 
witb all such matters, 

T. s. Ro~rs. We have ~ade no secret of our 
actloila~ and-are always willine to act in the 
best iu teres ts of tr~e City and wish ~fie-ee-e-t­
t.o coindide with your wishes at all tin:es, and 
would be sorry to do anything not agreeable to 
the City in any way. 

Ene;i,.£1eGr Doane. How do yuu propose to make 
the properi:y owners on 'th is s ide of Creie:htcn 
Stre.=::t euild the same class of buildings as 
you are . furnishing? 

T. s. RoEerE...!_ We have not felt that this wan 
under our control, wut we have made it felt that 
we deoire ao far as possible a good class of 
buildings , we control the area fr •JW Creie:h ton 
Stre~t north to Duffus Str ~e t. 

Mayor Ha'l!_l<:ir!~ I see you have adqm.ired eorr,e 
vacant lots7 do you jr:tend to place restr i cth,ns 
on the bui. ldi ne: of sarr.e? 

1'..!...13~-P~ers. We d.idnt propose to place any 
restric i ton a on the bui ldine up of such places 
but we ha.ve given inotructi0na so that any new 
buildings ths. t WO'J ld be rut up 1 the plans would 
first be submitted to us. 
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Engin~~r Donae I think you o.re putting up 
a very desirable class of residence of a different 
style, some of brick mid others of stucco? 

AfE-J_2r-e Hawki_r}_B.!- Are these approved by the ~Town 
PlA.nnine; Board, and do they buck this? 

T. S~_Rsigers. This is r.ot in their :iistrict. 

llr. Jo!lston, The Commi c sion have all the power 
of the Towli .. Plann ine noarrd in the restricted 
district • 

.'.G.__?~ R_s>_e~_!'B. V!e have not the au -r.l ori ty to 
restr 1c t cS.l' tain styles of ":... ouses, 

Mai.or Hawkins. I thtnk only certa.in styles of 
houses should 1:e allowed to be erected. 

T. s. Ro~rs. We can and will take control of 
any ir:structions the City wiahed.. 

u
1

y_E!__ Hawk:i.r.s. The rr.atter rests with the Town 
an:.~:. :·. g Bo.'.lrd and the City Councilt9 do as 

they think best. 

T. s. Rogers. There are a ~ot of neV'I buq.dings 
eoint up on Nori;;h CreightonS'treet1 a.n'i at the 
present tirte the devasta'ted district ia not in 
the haf.1ds of the To ... m Plann:r.g Board, but we 
comply with their su~ · gestions as far as possible. 

M~_o.E_fla~_!cine.!.. Vie have evidently no voice ir.1 
liW.ttera of the devastate:i area? 

.!_._ S. ROE,ers. We a.re sure to rr.aet yo'.l except 
in any particular hardsh ip. 

T. s. Rogers, tr.en read an extract from letter 
sent to the City Cour1cil by tr1a.t Comrtis s ion •••• 

T. s. Rog,ers. It it 18 the wish of the City 
Councn-· thatthere should be no rr.ore erectic.:.. 
of bui 1 dings in the areo. we will fall in with 
the sugg-estion. 

-:,.- . 
I· ~:~/,,,. ; 

L!r. J •)hnaton. The point is has ~ the con,n~ ission ~~.-1' ..l 
wi t'fiin the devastated area the power of the TO\vn 
Planning Bo~d? 

T. s. Roe;ers. Yes, a.ml we are willing to work 
vt.tt the town plancine Board or will take the 
respons1bil1 ty of lookir,g after t t .e tc.ing our..­
selves. 

T. s_. Roe;era. Is ttere any otl".er matter you would. 
11.ke to take up Mr. Mayor? 
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Aup;11s_1_ _?_t,!1,,~ }5jl3. _ 

~-'?E--1i~~kin~ The only ot bel' mat-r;er I would 
like to take up io the case of Williaa Welle, 
fireman on the 11P:~tricia". He was discharged 
from the Hosp 1 tal over a rr.on th agok and was 
never paid anytning from the Commission except 
the hospital feea, and his fire~an•a pay was 
e~~i;ea- was allo-ned him up to June 30th, slr1ce 
then he has had nothihg and he eot a letter from 
your Mr. Cutten telling hi~ that the matter 
wo·1ld be attended to. He is still a cripple 
and will never be able to go bs.ck to his position 
as fireman, I tr~ ink hie m:)ney fro r;: the Corr.rr.:..ssion 
sh0uld start froffi the lst of July. Mr. Cutten 
r:aa only pa.id lhire since Au~st. 

T. S. Rogers...!._ Why does the City not pay tr.is? 

Mayor Hawkins He was a viotion of the Disaster, 

T. s. Rogers. Was he entitled to this allowance 
by law? 

T. S. Rogers. We will enquire into this matter. 

1:.Iq:,r or Ha'Bkins. It ia only a rriatcer of one m'~inth. 

T. s. Rogers. We Nill look into t his. 

T. s. Rogers. Mr, Bell do you know t r.is rr.an, 

Mr. Bell Mes sir, he has been in here rev-
er al tirr .. es; 

T. s. Rogers. Mr. Mayor there are lot.s of little 
matters that corr.a up between the City and the Com­
mission that are hardly necessary to bring up, 
dont you think it would be a good plan to keep 
in touch with the City EnEineer on sucb ~atters ?/ 

Mz:,yor Hawkins. Yes, I think such a plan an ad-
visable one, anl I thihk lla~or Doane will consent. 

1_. s. Ro_ge.ra. _ I thir.1.k if such plan is carried 
out the Commisai .l-l and the City could work to­
eether. 

M_~or Ba.wkiE~ In technioallmatters preta:tninc 
to the City 1 I think could be safely left in the 
hands of tl:e City Engineer, 1ont you Cor!troller 
Finlay, and Alderrr.an Godwin. 

Controller Finlay and !Alderman Godwin bath 
c onsent to such plans. 

Controller Finlay. I tl:ink the .. En!!ineer ohould 
be advised right along and that he do what he 
feels in the best intereata of the City. 

-177-

Copy of City of Halifax Minutes of Halifax Relief Commission Advisory Committee provided by Halifax Regional Municipality Archives. 
Note that these minutes were extracted from Volume 3 of the Special Committee minute books, 102-1G-3



/i.ugus t 6th, 1915. 

T. S. Rogers. In conneoti Jn with the ~reposed 
extension of Duffus Str•.:: e t. by the Commiseio-. from 
the end of Duffus Street to Fort Needham, we 
feel tLa.t this Corr.rr.iaeion is doinP-" all it cnn 
in confining its efforts to the north of Duffus 
Str~et and we will have to exproj>riate this 
as it wo·.1ld require the closing up of C8mpbell 
Road and Lynch ~treat. I wish the City Engineer 
would give hta opinion o this •• It is much 
be.tte:r:.e to pay for the house and the land afterwa;ds. , 
I ion t think 4~ we have t•-Je power to pl!.Omu-J.gat-e--~ · / r: -' . .r .·:_, 

the City line, it 1• a proble~ for the City · 
Engineer and we WO-:lld be ::leased at ruly time 
to discuss it with hirr.o -· _1 • . 'f t ,~.: ... -

/ / 
Mayor Hawkins. I t~1nk it \~ula be a good 
n:ove to do away with the ~ drossings ·~ - as 
t 1-:.ey are very dangerous and in the near futur 
they must be discarded. 

T. s. Ro~er~._ Of course this plan should not 
be discussed at the present t in1e in public 
as it might affect our plmls. 

Mayore Hawkins. 
seheme 

I think i t would. be a. splendid 

Mayor Hawkins, I tr_ink tt.at the Gove:rnnient 
sh.ould \3-e pa.y for tlli a land, and can be .:l.cqu ired 
by the Commission rr:uch cheaper n ,.,vt ttLan la-r;ter on. 

T .• s. Rogers. llr. Brown is coming here this 
week and I suggest that Mr. Johnston and M~jor 
Doane confer with him on the rr:a'tter, 

M_c.yor Hawkins. I think it desirable that 
the Commilssion all confer with him. Of courae 
they may not sey there way clear to give the 
money now for the land. 

T. s. Rogers. Abou't th ~a Agricola 8treet, I 
suggest that Mr. Ross take the ffiatter up again 
with .Major :Con.ne and Mr. Jo·nston. 

Mr. Ross. Yes s~r, but it does ~o t affect 
the plan materially. 

~-0~~ 
~ -~ :>.--.--~ - -V"-~ 
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