
EXPLOSION DECEMBER 6th 117. 

Morning Meetin g. 

City Collector's Office, 

City Hall, Halifax, N. S., 

December 6t4.122.11  

As a result of a collision off Richmond this, morn-

ing between the Belgian Relief Ship "Imo", and the 

French Tramp Ship "Mont Blanc", the latter loaded with a 

large quantity of high explosives, an exploeicn ocoured 

which totally wrecked all the district bounded by the 

South by a line drawn through the Admiralty House Prob... 

perty, on the West by Go ttingen Street , and on the North 

and East by the waters of the Harbour, and similarly de-

stroyed all buildings in the North End of Dartmouth. It 

also extensively damaged all buildings in other parte of 

Halifax and Dartmouth and nearby distriats in the Munic-

ipality of Halifax County. 

Following the Explosion in Halifax the buildings 

at once took 'fire, which fires are raging at this time, 

and it is reported that there are a large numbers of 

people killed and many injured persons in the ruins. 

The followinG members of the City Council who were 

in the City Hall at the time assembled at the above place 

at 11.30 ofolook, a. m., it being the only room in the 

building not so badly wreaked by the Explosion as to be 

unfit for the purpose:- 

Deputy Mayor H. S. Colwell, Controller John Murphy, 

Controller George A. Taylor, Alderman Robert P. Colwell, 

Alderman Frank A. Gillis, Alderman Jihn E. Furness. 

The Deputy Mayor stated that in the absence from the 

City of His worship the Mayor he had instructed the City 

Clerk to summon an Emergency Meeting of the City Council 
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December  6t hi,  

for three olclock this afternoon, it being absolutely 

impossible to notify the members df Council earlier 

owing to existing conditicns, but that he felt the pre-

sent attendance of so many members of Council afforded 

an opportunity for the immediate, though of course in-

formal, consideration of the situation and any steps 

which should be taken at once. 

He futher stated that he realized it wao necess 

ary that an Executive Committee and varicus Sub-Committees 

should be organized forthwith to carry on the work of re-

scue and relief, and that, therefore, he proposed that 

this meeting should be turned into a joint meeting of 

those Member° of the City Council who are in attendance 

and of such oitizene as are present - being all he could 

speedily oonvene. 

The following citizens among others were present:- 

His Honor Lieut enant Gove rnor McCallum Grant, Mr. 
Justice Harris, Mr. G. S. Campbell, Mr. A. E. Jones, Mr. 

J. Noi'wood Duffus, Mr. W. A. Plank, Mr. J. L. Hethering- 

ton, Mr. R. H. Metzler, 	Geo. Henderson, Mr. I. C. 

Stewart, Mr. R. T. Macilreith, K. C., Mr. A. S. Mahon. 

The Deputy Mayor thereupon moved that the Meeting be 

constituted as a joint meeting of the Members of the City 

Council present and Citizens in a ttendance, and that His 

Honor the Lieutenant Governor be appointed Chairman of the 

Meeting. 

This motion being seconded by Controller Taylor was 

carried unanimously. 
not on 
On/the Deputy Mayor was appointed Secretary of the 

Meeting. 

LIST OF HEADL7EC. 

Military Assistance. 
Medical Assistance. 
Fire Apparatus. 
Organization. , 
Committeeu APpoIntment of. 
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MILITARY.ADIELEEL  

The Depity Mayor reported that accompanied by the 

City Clerk and Chief of Police he had shortly after the 

Explosion waited on the Military Authorities with a re-- 

queot for men to aid in the rescue of the injured and 

assist in their removal to Hospital, to: recover the bodi- 

ies of the dead, and to help in the work of extinguishing 

f tree. 

He further -stated that he had also asked the Military 

Authorities for Matressec, Blankets, Tents, eto., and 

that the Military Authorities readily acceded to all his 
• / 

requests:: and that Col. W. E. Thomoon, A. A. IL had issued 

immediate instructions to have the aid asked for speedily 

supplied. 

EPMALAagIsTADT.cE• 

The Deputy Mayor further reported that he had caused 

messages to be sent to Towne of the Province and elsewhere 

calling for Doctors and Nurses. 

FIRE APPARATUS.  

The Deputy Mayor further reported that he had sent out 

calls to nearby towns for fire apparatus. 

ORGAN 2EIPN. 
A short discussion then took place as to the matter of 

the organization of Committees, after which it was unanim- 

ously decided that such Committees should be formed at once 

under the name of the HALIFAX RELIEF COMMITTEE, and the 

following were thereupon appointed:- 

comaTTEE TOF 

Executive_Committee. 

Mr. R. T. VaoIlweith. 
Hon. R. G. Beazley. 
Alderman R. B. Colwell. 
Mr. J. L. Hetherington. 
Controller Marphy 
Mr. W. S. Davidson. 
Hie Worship the Mayor - ex officio. 
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Transportation Coamittee. 

Alderman F. A. Gillis. 
Cr)ntroller Finlay. 
Mr. J. Norwood Duffus. 
Mr. W. A. Black. 

Food Committee. 

Mr. J. L. Hetherington. 
Mr. H. G. Bauld, M. P. P. 
Mr. Clifford Pi"Wood. 

Shelter Committee. 

Contioller Murphy. 
ltd•. W. S. Davidson. 
Alderman J. E. Furness. 

Finance  % mmittee. 

Mr. Justice Harris. 
Mr. G. S. Campbell. 
Mr. R. H. Metzler. 
Mr. George Henderson. 

Mortuary_Committee. 

Alderman R. B. Colwell. 
Controller Taylor. 
It was o n motion resolved that the Committees above 

named should have power to add to their numbers. 
It was further decided that Citizens should be in- 

vited to attend the Emergency Meeting of the City Council 

called for three o'clock thin afternoon. 

Meeting adourned at 12. 15 p. m. 

ACTING SECRETARY. 
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