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Request to Include Property in the Registry of Heritage 
Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality
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Location of  1530 Oxford Street

Location
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Evaluation Criteria - Buildings
Criterion Maximum Score

1. Age 25

2.[a] Historical or [b] Architectural Importance 20

3. Significance of Architect / Builder  10

4. Architectural Merit: Construction Type and Style 20

5. Architectural Integrity 15

6. Relationship to Surrounding Area 10

Total 100
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1. Age

The construction date is 1922

• Formerly known as 80 Oxford Street; part 
of Collins Field

• Dr Gordon R. Hennigar Sr. purchased the 
land in 1921

• Halifax architect Sydney Perry Dumaresq 
designed the home in 1922

Building permit for 80 Oxford Street
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Date of Construction Points Timeline

1749 - 1785 25 Halifax Garrison Town to the Loyalist migration

1786 - 1830 20 Boom period following construction of Shubenacadie 
Canal

1831 - 1867 16 From Boom to Confederation

1868 - 1899 13 Confederation to the end of the 19th century

1900 - 1917 9 Turn of the Century to Halifax Harbour Explosion

1918 - 1945 5 The War Years

1945 - Present 3 Post-War

1. Age
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2a. Historical Importance
Dr. Gordon Ross Hennigar Sr., 
Dentist (1919-1998)

• Dental surgeon 

• Professor at Dalhousie 
University

• A strong advocate for oral health 
and public health

• Lived in the house between 
1922 and 1928

Dr. Gordon Ross Hennigar Jr., 
Pathologist (1919-1998)

• Royal Canadian Medical Corps. 

• Chair of Pathology at the 
Medical College of South 
Carolina 

E. Murray Ryan, Queen's 
Counsel (1914-1974)

• Halifax lawyer 

• Served in the Royal Canadian 
Navy in WWII

• Purchased the property in 1956
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2a. Historical Importance
Relationship to Important Occasions, Institutions, 
Personages or Groups

Points

Nationally: Intimately Related 16 - 20

Nationally: Moderately Related 11 - 15

Nationally: Loosely Related 1 - 10

Provincially: Intimately Related 11 - 25

Provincially: Moderately Related 6 - 10

Provincially: Loosely Related 1 - 5

Locally: Intimately Related 11 - 15

Locally: Moderately Related 6 - 10

Locally: Loosely Related 1 - 5
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Sydney Perry Dumaresq (1875–1943) 

• Son of James Charles Philip Dumaresq - J.C. 
Dumaresq & Son designed several bank 
buildings across Nova Scotia

• Partnered with Andrew Cobb and designed 
Dingle Memorial Tower 

• Designed institutional, commercial, and 
residential buildings in Halifax

Dingle Tower Freemasons’ Hall

T. Eaton Store Dumaresq House

3. Significance of Architect / Builder
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Status Points

Nationally 7 - 10

Provincially Significant 4 - 6

Locally Significant 1 - 3

Not Significant 0

3. Significance of Architect / Builder
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South elevation

• Likely balloon frame construction

• Brick concrete foundation

• Wood cladding 

• Copper eavestrough

4a. Architectural Merit [Construction]
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4a. Architectural Merit [Construction]

A) Construction Type Points

Vert rare / early example 7 - 10

Moderately rare / early example 4 - 6

Somewhat rare / early example 1 - 3

Not rare / common example 0
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4b. Architectural Merit [Style]
Colonial Revival style incorporating elements from 
both Georgian and Classical architecture.

Character-defining elements are as listed in the staff 
report, but most notably include:

• Two-and-a-half-storey wood constructed house; 
• Moderately pitched roofs with an eyebrow dormer;
• Symmetrical façade with pedimented entry porch;
• Projecting bay window at the rear of the building;
• Classic cornice lines with dentils and a copper 

eavestrough;
• Double hung windows with wood surroundings;
• Two brick chimneys with cast iron anchor plates; and
• Wood shingle cladding; 
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4b. Architectural Merit [Style]

B) Style Points

Very rare/ early example 7 - 10

Moderately rare/ early example 4 - 6

Somewhat rare/ early example 1 - 3

Not rare/ common example 3
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5. Architectural Integrity
The property retains a high level of integrity.

• A large shed dormer was added to the rear roof
– Similar window style
– Wood shingles

•  Kitchen alteration
– A new rear entry with sliding doors
– A new deck and stairs to the entry
– A small utility projection

Added dormer (red), utility projection(blue), and entry 
alteration (yellow)
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Exterior Change Points

Largely unchanged 11 - 15

Modest changes 6 - 10

Major changes 1 - 5

Seriously compromised 0

5. Architectural Integrity
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6. Relationship to Surrounding Area
• Located in the former Collins Field; part of the 

early-twentieth-century West End 
suburbanization

• At the edge of the residential area.

• Close to two heritage properties and houses 
designed by Andrews Cobb and Sydney Perry 
Dumaresq 
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6. Relationship to Surrounding Area

Relationship to Surrounding Area Points

The building is an important architectural asset contributing to 
the heritage character of the surrounding area 6 - 10

The architecture is compatible with the surrounding area and 
maintains its heritage character 1 - 5

Does not contribute to the character of the surrounding area 0
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Recommendation

That the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend that Regional Council:

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the inclusion of the subject property in the Registry 
of Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality; and

2. Approve the request to include 1530 Oxford, Halifax, in the Registry of Heritage Property for the 
Halifax Regional Municipality, as shown on Map 1 of the staff report dated November 5, 2025, 
as a municipal heritage property under the Heritage Property Act.



Thank you
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