ltem 8.1
August 21, 2025 HALIFAX

Park Stewardship Program

Community Planning and Economic
Development Standing Committee



Origin
June 8, 2021, Meeting of Regional Council motion (ltem 11.7.2)

MOVED by Councillor Austin, seconded by Councillor Morse

THAT Halifax Regional Council request a staff report on a park stewards
program to facilitate citizen volunteering in HRM parks.

MOTION PUT AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY
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Background

« Regional Council motion to consider the development of a park stewardship
program to facilitate community involvement in the care of parks

« To be less formal than maintenance / service delivery arrangements with
community groups that exist in certain instances within HRM
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Findings

* While some local volunteer initiatives exist, including naturalization and
community gardening programs, and occasional community park cleanups,
the municipality does not have a formal framework for coordinating citizen
involvement in park stewardship

« Areview of other Canadian cities found that many have successful park
stewardship programs
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Findings

« Modest improvements, under the umbrella of a Park Stewardship Program,
can be made that could yield significant improvements
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Adopt-a-Park

* The establishment of an Adopt-a-Park program whereby community groups
could register to steward a park for a minimum of two years is
recommended

« At a minimum, this would involve a commitment to undertaking park clean-
ups and oversight

« Such groups would be recognized by the municipality
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Single Event Park Clean-ups

Single park clean-up events are already occurring in the municipality,
through the provincial Great Nova Scotia Pick-Me-Up program

Nova Scotia Adopt-A-Highway Nova Scotia Pick-Me-Up Nova Scotia Pick-Me-Up Map = a

Interested in contributing to the Great Nova Scotia Pick-Me-Up? Check the below map for events happening in your community or pp
The NS Adopt-A-Highway program gives volunteers the opportunity to adopt

The Great NS Pick-Me-Up program is a one-time litter facilitation program.

yourself
a section of a roadway for a three-year period. During this time, volunteers You register a clean-up for an approved roadway, beach, shoreline, park, trail : T R R .
agree to complete two clean-ups per year, usually one in the spring and one or community of your choosing, complete the clean-up, and are in no way 4 " P ol R 551.0) Jennifer -
in the fall. After three years, you can renew your contract or disband your obligated to do it again in the same location. You can register for as many or e Y @-a%mw“ o + 6 g Centre for Halifax
group. Signage is also given to our volunteer groups at either end of their as few clean-ups throughout the province as you'd like. & T4 MARLEOROUGH 1 O o }
adopted section after two clean-ups have been completed 4 2 Team Leader
. ) 2 o
oo 2 1 wenose O) Jennifer
FPle Up for information on
- Fy joining this group
um"“S\
s [ ~ siospice Hafex ©) : @ v . Rally Point o
ot 7 oy \ Dingle Beach parking lot
GREA \ SCOTIA ifax, Nova Scoti
GREAT NOVA SCOTI A Halifax, Nova Scotia M
BOULDERWOOD Saraguay House. i
NOVA SCOTIA PICK-ME-UP Ofsarsuayss ?Dgte::]:mea .
0250519 9:3
= fens et are - @ Fetam Sg

Register Toda “mdrock oy = °

Naval v Fleming Park
B o )

A Marlb

Park Stewardship HALIFAX




Naturalization

« With the introduction of the Adopt-a-Park Program and promotion of the
Park Clean-up Program, the Naturalization Program would be included and
enhanced

« This would primarily involve the creation of a registration / intake system to
organize volunteers and promote the program
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Community Gardening

« The Community Gardening program would be identified with the other
programs and further promoted with possible small improvements such
mapping to identify locations
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Website Updates

Park Stewardship framework can
be primarily be implemented with
organization and promotional
improvements, starting with our
website
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Website Updates

Improvements are already being
made
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Website Updates
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Next Steps

«  With CPED recommendation and Regional Council approval, the Park
Stewardship Program would incorporate the Adopt-a-Park program

* Promotion including through social media and further improvements

13

Park Stewardship HALIFAX



	Park Stewardship Program
	Origin
	Background
	Findings
	Findings
	Adopt-a-Park
	Single Event Park Clean-ups
	Naturalization
	Community Gardening
	Website Updates
	Website Updates
	Website Updates
	Website Updates
	Next Steps

