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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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2025 COMMUNITY GRANTS AWARDS 
The 2025 HRM Community Grants Program received 
a total of 120 applications of which 31 are ineligible 
for consideration. From the 89 eligible submissions, a 
total of 63 awards are recommended at a total cost of 
$476,430. 
   
Eastern Shore Family Resource Association – 
Chezzetcook – $700 for the purchase of small sound & 
exercise equipment for youth programs.
    
Lawrencetown Sew-ciety Guild – 
$750 for the construction of a custom storage container 
to store donated quilting materials and small equipment.
  
Royal Canadian Legion Centennial Branch #160 
- Westphal – $1,000 for the purchase of commercial-
grade change stations for their Hall.
  
Sheet Harbour Radio Society –
$9,500 towards renovations and upgrades to the 94.7 
FM community radio station. The grant is conditional 
upon proof of applicable building permit approval.
  
St. Jame’s Hall Renovations Committee – Head 
of Jeddore – $10,000 towards construction of an 
accessible washroom. 
  
Porter’s Lake Community Services Association – 
$10,425 for cost of replacing exterior entry handrails 
and replacement of the basement fl ooring. 
  
Moser River and Area Historical Society – $10,600 to 
fully fund the purchase of thirteen replacement windows 
and two exterior doors for the McMann House museum.
  
Petpeswick Yacht Club – East Petpeswick – $15,000 
to purchase three new docks and associated hardware.
  
Friends of St. James UC Heritage Society – Spry 
Bay – $16,388 to fully fund restoration of the St. James 
Church steeple, a registered heritage property.
  
Eastern Shore Wildlife Association – 
Sheet Harbour – $16,445 for the roof and siding 
replacement to the East River Lodge Campground 
administration building.
   
Musquodoboit Harbour Lions Club – 
$18,500 for roof repairs to the Lions Hall.

SUPERVISED BEACH CHANGE 
HRM has changed its supervised beach / lifeguard 
service from Malay Falls off the Lochaber Mines Road 
outside Sheet Harbour to Taylor’s Head Provincial 
Park. This was done to provide some additional safety 
oversight to the amount of beach goers visiting this site 
instead of the previous location. Malay Falls can still 
be used but it won’t have any supervision.   
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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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N ATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY- AUG.1 
This day marks the anniversary date when the British 
Parliament abolished slavery in the British Empire back 
on August 1st,1834 and to recognize the heritage and 
contributions of Canada’s people of African descent 
have made and continue to make. The NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of Canada, 
Offi ce of African Nova Scotian Affairs, and HRM, will 
be promoting a series of events to commemorate 
Emancipation Day. Details at: www.bccns.com

NATAL DAY & BUSKERFEST EVENTS
There are plenty events and activities planned for the 
municipal civic holiday – Natal Day from August 1st - 4th. 
https://natalday.org/events.php This year the Buskerfest 
will also be occurring during this same timeframe from 
July 30th – August 4th. www.buskers.ca  Lots of fun for all! 
   
SHEET HARBOUR 50th SEASIDE FESTIVAL
The 50th annual Sheet Harbour Lions Seaside Festival 
will be held from August 8th – 17th with various events and 
activities throughout this timeframe. To check on their 
schedule of events, please refer to their Facebook page: 
Sheet Harbour Lions Seaside Festival for more details.
  
LAKE AND SHORE DAYS: AUG 15-17
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake will be occurring 
from August 15th - 17th. There will be Scavenger Hunt, 
Bingo, Street Parade, Adult Masquerade Dance / Beer 
Garden, Princess High Tea, Kids Carnival, Car Show, and 
a fl otilla of lit-up boats to watch the fi reworks over the 
lake. More details can be found on their Lake and Shore 
Days Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca  website. It’s 
great to see some new volunteers and sponsors stepping 
up to help out with this community celebration.
  
EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group dedicated to 
growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on Nova Scotia’s Eastern 
Shore. Over the last few years these volunteers have 
planned, hosted and organized various events and 
activities to the point of now having a full Pride Week 
Festival from August 16th – 24th. For more details, please 
refer to their Facebook Page: Eastern Shore Pride – 
Nova Scotia or their website: www.easternshorepride.ca
  
45th SANDCASTLE DAY – AUG. 24
The 2025 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle & 
Sand Sculpture Competition will be on Sunday August 
24th. Remember to be safe & stay well! This event is rain 
or shine. Bring sunscreen, sun hat, sunglasses, insect 
repellent, water, snacks and appropriate beach attire. 
Various food vendors will be on-site. Cash only.
www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/events/clam-harbour-
beach-sandcastle-competition
  
NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY– AUG. 15 
Everywhere in the world, August 15th is recognized as 
National Acadian Day. This is a time of celebration for the 
Acadian community which is also the religious feast day 
“The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary” – the patron 
Saint of the Acadian people. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie 
de Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 

Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting a 
Kitchen Party and other celebrations on Sunday, August 
17th. from 12 Noon - 4 PM. Check out their Facebook 
Page and/or their web-site: www.acadiedechezzetcook.
ca for more details.
  
CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN CENTRE 
The Halifax – Yarmouth Archdiocese has transferred the 
St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West Chezzetcook 
over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook Society to become 
the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian Centre (CIAC) to preserve 
and promote the local Acadian and Mi’kmaq culture and 
heritage. It is being renovated into a performance and 
civic ceremony venue. The CIAC Heritage Committee 
has decided to launch a Capital Sponsorship Campaign 
to raise funds for this worthy project. It is my privilege 
to provide $10,000 from the District Capital Fund for 
this endeavour. Donations can be directed through 
their website: https://acadiedechezzetcook.ca/pages/
chezzetcook-inlet-acadian-centre-ciac or check their 
Facebook page for more details. 

HRM TOURISM MASTERPLAN UPDATED The 
Halifax Regional Integrated Tourism Master Plan 
2030 (ITMP 2030), initially adopted by HRM Regional 
Council back in 2020, has served as a comprehensive 
framework for tourism development in HRM. It has 
supported economic growth by guiding coordinated 
investment, marketing and community engagement 
across the municipality. As HRM continues to 
evolve, an updated plan was needed to refl ect new 
opportunities, emerging challenges, and evolving 
industry standards. ITMP 2030 builds on the foundation 
of the original strategy while incorporating a stronger 
regional focus, clearer infrastructure priorities, and 
broader engagement. It offers a practical, evidence-
based approach to tourism development that supports 
sustainable growth, enhances the quality of life for 
residents, and improves the overall visitor experience 
across the municipality. The ITMP 2030 update was 
led by Discover Halifax with input from HRM Staff, 
and representatives from government, business, 
and community organizations. Development of ITMP 
2030 followed a structured, three-phase process. 
The discovery phase gathered insights from industry 
and community through surveys, interviews, and 
workshops. The validation phase confi rmed key 
themes through broader engagement, and the 
fi nal prioritization phase focused on evaluating and 
ranking proposed initiatives based on impact and 
feasibility. With increased municipal funding from 
the Tourism Accommodation Marketing Levy and a 
larger contribution from the Special Events Reserve, 
Discover Halifax has expanded its role. It has created 
a new Destination Development department to lead 
this work and is now more involved in planning and 
coordinating tourism-related initiatives. More details 
can be found at:
Integrated Tourism Master Plan 2030 Update - July 
8/25 Regional Council | Halifax.ca or go to:
https://discoverhalifaxdmo.com/integrated-tourism-
master-plan/
  


