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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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our hope to minimize the visual impact of large 
fi ll slopes, and to avoid the infi lling on private 
property. HRM Public Works and Halifax Water 
have identifi ed the need to get some external 
geotechnical, structural and environmental 
support to supplement their in-house expertise. 
There was a tender call for a Request For 
Proposal RFP-HRM-2025-0087 entitled Hwy 
#207 Recapitalization Consulting Services has 
been awarded to Design Point Engineering for 
$414,165.00. 
     
The initial plan was to widen the roadbed to 
include paved shoulders that will be consistent 
with the work done in phase one that was 
completed a couple of years ago. This delay is 
not preferred but necessary to ensure that HRM 
can attain the appropriate federal and provincial 
environmental permits required to complete the 
work as intended. Hopefully, the repaving of 
Hwy #207 should go forward in the 2026-2027 
construction season.

ENVIRONMENT WEEK: JUNE 2nd - 8th
During #CanadianEnvironmentWeek (CEW) there 
are many special dedicated days to heighten the 
awareness of various environmental causes such 
as World Environment Day (June 5th), Clean Air 
Day (June 4th) and World Oceans Day (June 
8th). During CEW and throughout the year, we 
are urged to refl ect on the many ways we can 
take action to protect and preserve our natural 
surroundings. Other ways to celebrate include: 
Take a nature hike: Join a group dedicated to 
conservation: Create a bird or butterfl y habitat: 
or Visit a nature sanctuary or botanical garden. 
Be sure to use #CanadianEnvironmentWeek to 
share on social media with your environmental 
awareness posts.

CHEZZETCOOK DAYS – JUNE 20th - 22nd  
The Chezzetcook & District Lions Club and the 
Sociable Cupcakes will be hosting its   annual 
Chezzetcook Days. Friday, June 20th 7PM – 
Kitchen Party. Saturday, June 21st 8AM free 
pancake & sausage breakfast.  At 10AM – Family 
Fun Day with games, fl ea market, bake table, a 
local business fair with a BBQ and fi sh fry-up. 
Sunday, June 22nd at 2PM Cash/Merchandise 
Bingo & 50/50 Draw.

GRADUATION   CONGRATULATIONS
I want to congratulate the Class of 2025   
Graduates in High School, Community College, 
and University. May each of you fi nd your own 
path in life that leads to many successes and the 
best of luck with your future endeavours. 
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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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HRM 2025 CITIZENSHIP AWARDS
Every year HRM presents a Citizenship Award 
to outstanding Grade 9 students throughout the 
municipality. The recipients are chosen based 
on qualities of leadership in their school and 
community, and commendable performance in the 
courses in which they are enrolled. This year the 
following students from our district were bestowed 
with this honour: 
Marine Drive Academy – Leysom Revelis
Oyster Pond Academy – Madelyn Bresnahan
Eastern Shore Consolidated – Lucas Gillie
Ross Road School – Lucas Mercer
Ecole Secondaire Mosaique – Joshua Misner
Great efforts by these outstanding students!

2025 COMMUNITY MUSEUM GRANTS
The HRM Community Museums Grants Program 
was established in 2018 in response to a request 
for funding assistance from several local museums, 
some of whom do not receive operating assistance 
under the provincial Museums Assistance Program 
and instead rely heavily upon volunteers and 
self-generated revenue. The term “community 
museum” is defi ned to distinguish these museums 
from provincial, federal, or institutional museums, 
stand-alone archives, interpretation centres, and 
art galleries. Here is a list of this year’s grants and 
tax relief provided to our local community-based 
museums:
Project Grants:
 • Musquodoboit Harbour Heritage Society: 

$1,000 towards paint repairs to the Railway 
Station Museum.

Capital Grants:
 • Cole Harbour Rural Heritage Farm Society: 

$8,000 for water mitigation project to protect 
the Giles House. 

 • Lake Charlotte Area Heritage Society:  
$5,700 towards the creation of period 
costumes and storage amenities. 

Operating Grants: 
 • Cole Harbour Rural Heritage Society: 
  $18,574 HRM + $43,279 NS Community 

Museum Assistance Program (CMAP) 
 • Lake Charlotte Area Heritage Society: 
  $24,066 HRM + $73,145 NSCMAP
 • Musquodoboit Harbour Heritage Society: 
  $9,787 HRM + $9,678 NSCMAP 
 • L’Acadie de Chezzetcook Association 
  $7,041 HRM  
 • Sheet Harbour Area Heritage Society:
  $4,624 HRM
Property Tax Relief: 
 • Cole Harbour Rural Heritage Society: 
  $5,225 
 • L’Acadie de Chezzetcook Association: $3,085
Less than Market Value Lease: 
 • Sheet Harbour Area Historical Society: 
  $5,110 Rent Waiver + $5,150 Operating   

Assistance = $10,260

HRM CIVIC EVENTS 2025 GRANTS 
Here is a list of local community festivities that 
have received municipal civic events grants:

TRUNK 7 MUSIC FESTIVAL 
July 18-19, Porter’s Lake - Grant: $5,000
NORTH PRESTON DAYS 
July 18-20, North Preston - Grant: $5,000
LAKE AND SHORE DAYS: 
August 15-17, Porter’s Lake - Grant: $5,000 
HALIFAX COUNTY EXHIBITION 
August 13-16, Middle Musquodoboit – 
Grant: $25,000

RURAL HRM AT REPORT FINDINGS
Five candidate communities (Porters Lake, 
Musquodoboit Harbour, Upper Tantallon, 
Hubbards and Lucasville) were prioritized for 
public engagement about having possible Active 
Transportation (AT) infrastructure that took place 
in these communities during the wintertime and 
springtime of 2024. The results showed broad 
opposition to HRM’s rationale for the area rate 
based on property assessments. At least 50% 
of respondents in each community opposing 
sidewalks cited “taxes” and “rate” as reasons. 
Porters Lake and Upper Tantallon strongly 
opposed all engagement components, while 
Musquodoboit Harbour and Lucasville were 
moderately opposed to sidewalks and strongly 
opposed to the proposed area rate. Hubbards 
(not including adjacent communities) showed 
strong support for sidewalks and about 65% 
showed support for an area rate. Lucasville 
community groups requested exemption from 
the area rate due to past and current inequities 
in service and planning. Based on this feedback, 
alternative options for calculating an area rate 
were considered. Two options given the most 
consideration were a variable rate option tied 
directly to recovering annual maintenance costs 
and a fi xed rate option focused on making 
communities eligible for the infrastructure that is 
based on estimated annual maintenance costs 
for four of the communities. It is proposed that 
a second round of community engagement take 
place in Musquodoboit Harbour and Lucasville on 
a new area rate structure. There was support to 
begin functional planning and design for sidewalk 
facilities in Hubbards. And to discontinue any 
further consideration of sidewalks for Porters 
Lake and Upper Tantallon. Paved shoulders along 
Hwy #7 as a part of the Bicycle NS Blue Route 
plan would be suffi cient enough whenever the 
Province gets around to repaving the highway.
Here’s a link to the full report on the HRM 
Council meeting agenda of May 13/25 and 
summary of community consultation is at: https://
pub-halifax.escribemeetings.com/fi lestream.
ashx?DocumentId=1861 

HWY #207 REPAVING DELAYED AGAIN
The repaving of Hwy #207 from Robinson 
Road to Mineville Road will be delayed by 
another year due to the need for more thorough 
environmental engineer designs to minimize 
impact to the watercourses that feed into the 
Peter McNab Kuhn Wildlife Management Area 
of the Cole Harbour Basin wetland habitat. It is 


