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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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TOURISM MASTERPLAN CONSULTATIONS
Discover Halifax (DH) plans to update the Halifax 
Regional Integrated Tourism Master Plan (ITMP 
2030). Their staff and the Uplands consultant team 
have been actively engaging with tourism industry 
associations, groups, and conducting interviews with 
tourism professionals. To ensure the ITMP 2030 refl ects 
community goals, DH is also gathering feedback 
through various public engagement tools. These include 
an online survey, (https://speakupland.ca/halifax-itmp) 
interactive map for sharing comments, and story wall 
where residents can contribute their vision for tourism 
in HRM. DH is inviting you to join them at an upcoming 
engagement session to help shape the future of tourism 
in our community. The schedule for some of the local 
Rural HRM regional engagement is listed below, and 
you can pre-register your attendance at the same link 
listed above. The three sessions below are drop-in style 
format, with a set presentation at 6 PM.

Musquodoboit Valley Area: 
– Tuesday, March 4th from 4-8 PM at the
 Musquodoboit Valley Bicentennial Theatre

Eastern Shore East (Sheet Harbour): 
– Wednesday, March 5th 4-8 PM at the 
 Watt Section Royal Canadian Legion #58

Eastern Shore West (Musquodoboit Harbour): 
– Thursday, March 6th from 4-8 PM at 
 Old School Community Gathering Place

LOCAL CHB WORK PLANS
Community Health Boards (CHBs) across the province 
have asked what communities need to promote better 
health and well-being for everyone. They reviewed what 
was heard to set their priorities for the next fi ve years. 
Nova Scotia Health’s 35 volunteer Community Health 
Boards (CHBs) (https://www.communityhealthboards.
ns.ca/) have developed a new 2025 to 2029 Community 
Health Plan. (https://www.communityhealthboards.
ns.ca/community-health-plans-intro). The most essential 
phase of developing the Community Health Plan is 
citizen engagement around the social and economic 
determinants of health.  CHBs take a population health 
approach to listening to Nova Scotians about what can 
help us all to remain healthy in our communities.  

HRM COMMUNITY GRANT PROGRAM
The HRM Community Grants Program provides aid 
to registered non-profi t organizations and charities 
throughout the municipality to help with their endeavours. 
The program provides annual cash grants to registered 
non-profi t organizations and charities located throughout 
the region. There are two grants available – a project 
grant of up to $5,000 or a capital grant of up to $25,000. 

The program has seven funding categories, which 
include the following: community arts; diversity and 
accessibility; environment and climate change; 
emergency assistance and neighbourhood safety; 
community histories; leisure; and recreation. Applicants 
must indicate the category which best matches the 
funding category.

Applicants should review the 2025/26 Program 
Guidebook prior to applying, and fi rst-time applicants are 
encouraged to contact municipal staff prior to submitting 

OFFSHORE WIND ASSESSMENT
The Federal Government has fi led its fi nal report for the 
Regional Assessment of Offshore Wind Development 
in Nova Scotia. It can be found on their Registry 
at: https://www.iaac-aeic.gc.ca/050/evaluations/
document/160595

If you have any questions or seek more information, 
please contact:
Regional Assessment of Offshore Wind Development 
in Nova Scotia
Impact Assessment Agency of Canada
200-1801 Hollis Street, Halifax, NS  B3J 3N4
Telephone: 902-237-0913 
Email: OffshoreWindNS-EolienneExtracotiereNE@
iaac-aeic.gc.ca

DOG LICENSES: NEW or RENEWAL
HRM requires all pet owners to license their dogs 
annually by April 1. The licensing year runs from 
April 1 to March 31. Pet owners are required to 
apply for a license within 10 days of obtaining a dog. 
Amendments were made to By-Law A-700 regarding 
dog licensing. Dogs aged six months or younger, or 
dogs already licensed in another jurisdiction are no 
longer required to be licensed in HRM. We also offer a 
“Lifetime License” that also requires your pet to have a 
micro-chip for easy identifi cation purposes. There are 
discounted license prices for seniors, as well for any 
dog that has been spayed or neutered. There is no 
fee for Special Aid Personal Assistance Service Dogs. 
But there are rates for any dog that is deemed to be 
registered as ‘Dangerous”. 
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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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an application. The application deadline is March 
31st. More information can be found at: www.halifax.
ca/business/doing-business-halifax/community-
grants  HRM Grants Guidebook & Applications can be 
obtained from a HRM Service Centre or by emailing 
nonprofi tgrants@Halifax.ca  or calling 902-490-7310. 
For more details: www.halifax.ca/community-grants.

PROFESSIONAL ARTS GRANTS PROGRAM
HRM is now accepting applications for the 
2025/26 Grants to Professional Arts Organizations 
Program. This program supports the operating and 
artistic capacity of producing and presenting art 
organizations in the region that advance the profi le of 
the local arts sector, with an overarching goal to foster 
broad public access to public art. There are two funding 
streams: operating assistance and project assistance. 
The municipality provides up to three-year funding 
agreements towards the operating funds of eligible 
groups and annual funding agreements supporting 
distinct artistic projects. For more information about 
the program or to discuss your project or eligibility, 
groups are invited to book a virtual meeting, contact 
Lindsay Cory, Community Developer (Public Arts), 
at lindsay.cory@halifax.ca To learn more and apply, 
visit our website. (https://www.halifax.ca/parks-
recreation/arts-culture-heritage/opportunities-artists-
art-organizations) The deadline for the applications is 
Monday, March 31st.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS MARCH 9
It’s time to “Spring Forward”. Be sure to set your 
clocks ahead one (1) hour on Sunday, March 9th. And 
please check the batteries in your smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms. For more information on this, visit: 
www.halifax.ca/fi re-police/fi re/fi re-prevention-safety/
smoke-alarms. 

COMMONWEALTH DAY IS MARCH 10
This day is celebrated in more than 50 countries around 
the world. Once known as Empire Day, it is envisioned 
as a celebration of the cultural exchange and shared 
values of former Empire states. Commonwealth Day 
(Monday, March 10th) is aimed to celebrate the unity, 
diversity and links of the modern Commonwealth 
of Nations and to foster an understanding of its 
achievements and role. For more information, visit: 
https://thecommonwealth.org/commonwealth-day.

OPEN-AIR BURNING: MARCH 15
Normally open-air burning season begins on March 
15th. There is an online fi re index that ensures 
everyone knows the risks of wildfi re in all areas of the 
province each day: www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe. The 
map will show green, red, or yellow in each county 
to let us know if it is safe to burn, unsafe to burn, or 
safe with restrictions. The map and recorded phone 
message will be updated daily. Call Burn Safe toll-free 
1-855-564-2876. These changes affect brush burning 
on domestic properties, such as rural residential lots, 
woodlots, fi shing camps and cottage lots. However, 
commercial or industrial brush burning still requires 
a permit from a DNR&R offi ce. Be sure to follow all 
instructions, rules of conduct and be respectful of your 
neighbours when you want to burn. Please be careful 
when burning.

 License Type  One Year  Lifetime 
  Standard Senior Standard Senior
 Unaltered $50 $25 $200 $100
 Spayed Neutered $15 $7.50 $75 $37.50
 Service Dog No Charge/Free 
 Dangerous Dog $100  $300 
 Tag Replacement $5 

You can license your dog or have its license renewed 
either in person at any HRM Customer Service Centre 
or at any select /veterinary clinics (29 locations across 
HRM), or by mailing a completed licensing form with 
the correct payment to: HRM Dog Licensing, PO Box 
1749, Halifax NS B3J 3A5 or for license renewals 
only with a credit card by calling the HRM Contact 
Centre at 311 or 1-800-835-6428 (NS toll-free). Pet 
owners found to be in violation of HRM By-Law A-700 
licensing regulations may be issued a warning notice 
or be issued a Summary Offense Ticket of $237.50 or 
greater; and/or could have their dog seized by Animal 
Services and face further prosecution in court. 

For more information: www.halifax.ca/home-property/
animal-services/getting-a-dog-licence.


