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Attacking Halifax
Possibilities

(1700s)

Point 
Pleasant

Landing via 
Northwest 

Arm

Assault via 
Main 

Channel

Halifax 
Town



Peninsular 
Blockhouses
1751

Georges 
Island 
1750

Stockade 
Forts
1749

Eastern 
Battery 

1754

Harbourfront 
Batteries

1755

Defences 1749-1755

Anchorage



Early Halifax Defences 1749-1755

Peninsular Blockhouses

Georges Island

Eastern Battery



Georges 
Island

Eastern 
Battery

Harbourfront 
Batteries

Defences 
Seven Years War 
1756-1763

Barbette (Grand) 
Battery

1761

Point 
Pleasant 
Battery

1762

NW Arm Battery
1762

Chain Rock 
Battery

1762
(Ives Point 

Battery)
1762

Fort George

Naval Yard
1759

Man-of-War

Arcs illustrate 1,500 
yard effective range

boom



Map of Halifax by Captain Blaskowitz 1784



Point Pleasant Battery 1842
by Alexander Cavalié Mercer

1880



Northwest Arm Battery
1870



Defences 
French Revolutionary 
 & Napoleonic Wars/

War of 1812
1793-1815

Fort 
Ogilvie 
1793

Prince of 
Wales Tower

1796

York 
Redoubt

1793

Sherbrooke 
Tower
1815

Fort 
ClarenceFort 

Charlotte

Fort 
George

Grand 
Battery

Point Pleasant
Batteries (3)



Fort Ogilvie
1793

Prince of Wales Martello Tower
1796



Map of Halifax by John G Toler 1808



Rifled Muzzle-Loading (RML) Gun c1860

Palliser 
Shell



24-pounder 
smooth-bore cannon
Length 9 feet
Weight 2.3 tons
Effective range 1,500 yards
Weight of projectile 24 lbs

9-inch 
rifled muzzle-loading gun
Length 13 feet
Weight 12 tons
Effective range 2,000 yards
Weight of projectile 256 lbs



U.S. Navy
Armoured Cruisers
8-inch RML guns

Imperial German Navy
Ironclads

10.2-inch RML guns



Defences 1860s

61 RMLs

Cambridge 
Battery

York 
Redoubt

Ives Point 
Battery

Fort 
Clarence

Fort 
Charlotte

Fort Ogilvie



1868



City of Halifax Atlas 1878 – H.W. Hopkins



A New Threat

Torpedo boats
Small, very fast, armed with torpedoes
Introduced in late-1870s
Hundreds in German Navy by 1900s

Submarines
Stealthy, armed with torpedoes
Introduced 1900s
380 in German Navy up to 1918



20



Halifax Harbour Minefields
Defence Plan: 150 mines

1873-1904

Eastern Passage

Northwest Arm Main Channel

21

Submarine 
Mining 

Establishment 
Georges

Island



Halifax Harbour Minefields
Defence Plan: 150 mines

1873-1904

Eastern Passage

Northwest Arm Main Channel

22

Submarine 
Mining 

Establishment 
Georges

Island

Controlling Stations



Black Rock 
Beach

Fort Ogilvie
Point Pleasant

Observing 
Station

23

Test/ Battery 
Room



Searchlights
1886



Two Searchlights

Engine Room + Fuel

Two 12-pounder QF Guns



12-pounder Quick-Fire (QF) Gun - 1900



Point Pleasant Battery

Engine Room
 + Fuel

Two Searchlights

Two 12-pounder QF Guns



9-inch rifled muzzle loading gun
Effective range 2,000 yards
Weight of projectile 256 lbs.

9.2-inch
breech loading gun
Effective range 12,000 yards
Weight of projectile 380 lbs

1880s

6-inch
breech loading gun
Effective range 6,000 yards
Weight of projectile 100 lbs



Defences
Late Victorian era

c.1895

Fort Ogilvie
(6-inch)

Sandwich Point 
Battery

(9.2-inch + 6-inch)
1890

Fort McNab
(9.2-inch  + 6-inch)

1888

Fort Ives
(6-inch)

Cambridge 
Battery
(6-inch)



1868 1900

6-inch gun 
emplacements



1868
1900

6-inch gun 
emplacements



Fort Ogilvie
6-inch breech-loading gun c1900





Point Pleasant Battery c1939-45

Generator Room
Searchlight

Searchlight

Photo 1997

Second 
Searchlight 

Emplacement 
at 

Bonaventure 
Anchor



Fin

1762-1945 = 183 years
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