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NATIONAL EMANCIPATION DAY - AUG. 1
On August 1, 1834, the British Parliament abolished 
slavery across the British Empire. Emancipation 
Day recognizes Canada's history of slavery, and 
celebrates the heritage and contributions of people 
of African descent. This year, the NS Black Cultural 
Centre, in partnership with the Government of 
Canada, Office of African Nova Scotian Affairs, 
Jamaican Cultural Association of Nova Scotia and 
HRM, will be hosting events to commemorate this 
day. Details at www.bccns.com.

HRM ANTI-BLACK RACISM GRANT
On August 1, the Halifax Regional Municipality 
will introduce the Anti-Black Racism (ABR) 
Grants Program, designed to support grassroots 
initiatives and projects that combat anti-Black 
racism. This program aims to provide funding to 
community organizations and individuals dedicated 
to creating positive change and addressing 
systemic inequalities. Please note priority will be 
given to applicants from  African Nova Scotia and 
African descent communities, with an emphasis 
on grassroots, volunteer-led groups serving 
local residents. By empowering local efforts, the 
municipality aims to foster a more inclusive and 
equitable community. For more information, please 
contact ANSAIO@halifax.ca.

NATAL DAY & BUSKERSFEST EVENTS 
There are plenty events and activities planned for 
the municipal civic holiday of Natal Day from August 
2 to 5. For details, visit www.natalday.org/events.
php. This year the Halifax Buskers Festival will also 
be occurring during this same time from July 31 to 
August 5. Visit www.buskers.ca to learn more. Lots 
of fun for all!

LAKE AND SHORE DAYS
Lake and Shore Days in Porters Lake takes place 
from August 8 to 11. There will be bingo, trivia 
night, an adult dance and beer garden, a teddy bear 
picnic event, a flotilla of lit-up boats and much more. 
Details can be found on their Lake and Shore Days 
Facebook Page and www.PLCSA.ca. It’s great to 
see some new volunteers stepping up to help out in 
with this community celebration.

SHEET HARBOUR SEASIDE FESTIVAL 
The annual Seaside Festival in Sheet Harbour will 
be held from August 9 to 18 with various events 
and activities! To check on their schedule of events, 
please refer to their Facebook page, Sheet Harbour 
Lions Seaside Festival for more information.

NATIONAL ACADIAN DAY - AUG. 15
August 15 is recognized as National Acadian 
Day. This is a time of celebration for the Acadian 
community. Be sure to drop by L’Acadie de 
Chezzetcook Museum and Information Centre at 79 
Hill Road in West Chezzetcook. They will be hosting 
a Kitchen Party and other celebrations on August 12 
and 13. Check out their Facebook page and/or their 
website www.acadiedechezzetcook.ca for more 
information and hours of operations.

EASTERN SHORE PRIDE WEEK
Eastern Shore Pride is a community group 
dedicated to growing 2SLGBTQIA+ pride on 
Nova Scotia’s Eastern Shore. Over the last few 
years these volunteers have planned, hosted and 
organized various events and activities to the point 
of now having a full Pride Week Festival from 
August 17 to 25. For more details, please refer to 
their Facebook page: Eastern Shore Pride – Nova 

via the municipality’s voter helpline (902.490.
VOTE) beginning July 22 until August 30.

For more information about the 2024 Municipal 
and CSAP Election, residents can visit 
www.halifax.ca/election, email election@halifax.ca
or call 902.490.VOTE.

AID FOR WATER SUPPLY & SEPTIC
With another hot summer and little rainfall, 
the level of ground water supply has made it 
challenging for residents with on-site wells. 
There is a by-law whereby landowners that are 
experiencing inadequate water supply on their 
properties can now apply to the municipality to 
assist with the financing of drilling a new well 
or seek other water supply alternatives such as 
adding a cistern for a storage reservoir. 

This program has been expanded to include 
any repairs and upgrades to your septic system. 
Basically, this is a voluntary loan program where 
you are taking out a loan from the Halifax Regional 
Municipality that will place a lien on your property 
like any other local improvement charge (LIC). 
This is a similar arrangement for the Solar City 
Program. More information about this program 
can be found at www.halifax.ca/home-property/
property-taxes/inadequate-water-supply-program.  

If you need help completing the application form, 
please email bylawc1000@halifax.ca or call 311 or 
902.490.4000 for assistance.

HOW WELL IS YOUR WATER?
Approximately 46 per cent of Nova Scotians rely 
primarily on groundwater from dug or drilled 
wells for their private supply. Private well owners 
are responsible for ensuring that their wells 
are constructed to provincial standards and for 
testing their water regularly to confirm that it is 
free of any natural or man-made impurities. It is 
recommended that you test your well twice a year 
for bacterial contamination and every two years for 
chemical analysis. 

For your bacteria test, ask the lab for a Presence/
Absence (PA) test for total coliform and E. coli 
bacteria. This test costs about $30 to $50. For 
a chemical contaminant test, the cost can range 
from $200 to $300, however it is dependant 
on what chemicals and/or heavy metals you are 
wanting to be tested for. More information can be 
found at www.novascotia.ca/nse/water/drinking.
water.asp. 

BE FIRE SMART THIS SEASON
A reminder to be aware of local conditions 
before you have a campfire or set off fireworks. 
March 15 through to October 15 is wildfire risk 
season. Help reduce wildfire risk by following the 
HRM Open Air Burning By-Law and respecting 
the provincial fire weather index map, which 
can be found at www.novascotia.ca/burnsafe.

Scotia or their website www.easternshorepride.ca.

44TH SANDCASTLE DAY - AUG. 18
The 2024 Annual Clam Harbour Beach Sandcastle 
& Sand Sculpture Competition will be on 
Sunday, August 18. Remember to be safe and 
stay well! Be sure bring sunscreen and water. 
For more information, visit www.halifax.ca/
ClamHarbourSandcastle.

CHEZZETCOOK INLET ACADIAN 
CENTRE 
To preserve and promote the local Acadian 
and Mi’kmaq culture and heritage, the Halifax – 
Yarmouth Archdiocese has agreed to transfer 
the St. Anselm’s Church and Glebe in West 
Chezzetcook over to the L’Acadie de Chezzetcook 
Society to become the Chezzetcook Inlet Acadian 
Centre (CIAC). It will become a performance and 
ceremony space as well. 

While most of the religious artifacts have been 
removed, the CIAC Heritage Committee are 
donating the pews as a keepsake from the 
church. To access the request form, visit www.
acadiedechezzetcook.ca (please note, only one 
pew per household). Check their Facebook page 
for more details and to keep up to date on the 
progress of the CIAC by searching Chezzetcook 
Inlet Acadian Centre.

LOCAL FUNDRAISING BY RAFFLEBOX
There are various local organizations that utilize 
the Rafflebox platform for 50/50 fundraising, 
including:
• NS Ground Search & Rescue in support of the 

Eastern Shore & Musquodoboit Valley GSAR 
teams

• NS Firefighters in support of the Westphal/Cole 
Harbour, Chezzetcook, Oyster Pond and Upper 
Musquodoboit Volunteer Firefighters 

• ATV Association of NS (ATVANS) in support of 
Sheet Harbour and Lake Charlotte ATV Clubs 
and the Musquodoboit Harbour Trail Runners 
and the Marine Riders Trails Associations.

• Royal Canadian Legion - Nova Scotia in support 
of local Branches:
o # 58 Courcelette – Watt Section / Sheet 
Harbour
o # 160 Centennial – Lake Loon
o # 161 Eastern Marine – Gaetz Brook

• Musquodoboit Harbour & Sheet Harbour Lions 
Clubs

• Eastern Shore Pride 
• L'Acadie de Chezzetcook

More details about these fundraising campaigns 
are at www.rafflebox.ca/raffles?province=ns.

VOTER INFORMATION ELECTORS 
LIST
The municipality will soon be mailing out postcards, 
to notify residents about the 2024 Municipal and 
Conseil scolaire acadien provincial (CSAP) Election 
happening this fall. This postcard will provide 
information about how to ensure you are on the list 
of electors, and how to update your information if 
required. 

Eligible residents will have until August 30 to 
confirm and/or update their voter details to ensure 
they’re on the list of electors for this fall’s Election, 
taking place on Saturday, October 19. Information 
about your voter status will be available online 
(www.halifax.ca/election) with assistance available 
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P ROPERTY ASSESSMENT APPEALS
Property Assessment Notices will be mailed out in mid-
January. Then there is a 31-day offi cial Appeal Period 
from that date whereby property owners can review and 
perhaps refute their appraisals. You can also access 
your property fi le on-line. Your Notice will provide you 
with an AAN – Assessment Account Number with a 
PIN to view your data. If you feel it is not assessed 
properly, then you should contact the NS Property 
Valuation Services Corporation (PVSC) and speak with 
an Assessment representative. PVSC Assessment 
Offi ce is located at Park Place Two, 238-A Brownlow 
Avenue, Suite 200, Dartmouth, NS, B3B 2B4. Toll-free 
Phone: 1-800-380-7775 or Fax:1-888-339-4555. Their 
offi ces are not open to the public. They are available to 
answer questions and discuss assessments Monday 
to Friday from 8:30AM to 4:30PM at 1-800-380-7775 
or inquiry@pvsc.ca Property owners are encouraged 
to call and talk to an Assessor, prior to appealing an 
assessment. This approach may answer and clear up 
some questions that you may have, hopefully avoiding 
the time and expense of an appeal. If not, you have 
the right to make a formal appeal, (in writing) either 
by letter or fax which must be received by their offi ce 
on, or before the deadline date. For more info, refer to 
your notice or go to: https://www.pvsc.ca/pvsc-forms-
and-guides . If you should have any further enquiries 
about property valuation, please refer to their web-site 
at: www.PVSC.ca  for more details.
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION TAX RELIEF
The HRM Tax Relief for Non-Profi t Organizations 
Program can help eligible non-profi t and charitable 
organizations reduce the amount of property tax 
they pay each year.  This program is now accepting 
applications for 2024-2025. Organizations applying 
for acceptance into the program (or the addition of 
another property) must submit a complete application 
on or before Friday January 31st, 2025. Late or 
incomplete applications will not be considered, and 
not all applications will be funded. Every organization 
accepted into the program in the past must submit an 
annual confi rmation form on or before January 31st as 
well. This form is to confi rm there has been no change 
in ownership, occupancy of the property or a change 
in the property use. A confi rmation form will be mailed 
with your organization’s fi nal tax bill and a fi llable 
form is also available on this program’s web-page. 
Confi rmation applications received by the Municipality 
after January 31st will receive a reduction of 50% up 
to a maximum of $5,000. This reduction in level of tax 
relief will be applied to the tax bill(s). If the confi rmation 
form is not received for three consecutive years, the 
property will be automatically removed from the 
program. You can fi nd the application and confi rmation 
forms online at: www.halifax.ca/business/doing-
business-halifax/tax-relief-non-profi t-organizations or 
by e-mailing nonprofi ttax@halifax.ca.  
MORE OPEN DATASETS AVAILABLE
As part of HRM’s commitment to improving citizen 
engagement and enhancing transparency and 
accountability to its residents, the municipality 
provides public access to its database. Open Data is a 
permanent service provided to citizens and businesses 
access to data for download, while still respecting 

privacy and sensitivity concerns. A wide range of 
data can be sourced for free through the catalogue, 
such as transit routes and schedule data, solid 
waste collection schedules, building applications, 
development permits, land-use applications and area 
tax rates. For more information on the municipality’s 
Open Data program, and to access all the data sets, 
visit:   www.halifax.ca/home/open-data or contact 
them via email at: opendata@halifax.ca  
FEDERAL ARTS & CULTURE GRANTS 
The Federal Department of Canadian Heritage 
(DCH) has a Building Communities Through Arts and 
Heritage (BCAH) Program. Does your community 
organize a local festival? There are three intake 
period deadlines for applications under the Local 
Festivals component of the BCAH program: January 
31st, April 30th and October 15th. Is there a signifi cant 
local anniversary in our municipality or in your 
community in 2025? If the anniversary marks a 100th

anniversary or greater, in increments of 25 years 
(e.g., 125th, 150th) and it commemorates a signifi cant 
local historical event or pays tribute to a signifi cant 
local historical personality, consider applying to the 
Community Anniversaries component of BCAH www.
canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/services/funding/
building-communities/festivals.html . The deadline is 
January 31st for festivals starting between September 
1st and December 31st of the same calendar year. 
April 30th for festivals starting between January 1st

and June 30th of the next calendar year. And October 
15th for festivals starting between July 1st and August 
31st of the next calendar year. For details, please 
contact them via e-mail at: pch.enligne-online.pch@
canada.ca  or call Toll-free 1-866-811-0055 or TTY 
1-888-997-3123. 
The Legacy Fund component which provides funding 
for community capital projects that commemorate 
signifi cant anniversaries and involve the restoration, 
renovation, or transformation of existing buildings and/
or exterior spaces with local community signifi cance; 
encourage arts and heritage activities in your 
community; and are intended for and accessible to 
the general public. For more details about the Legacy 
Program, www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/
services/funding/building-communities/legacy-fund.
html e-mail them at: PCH.bcah-dcap.PCH@canada.
ca or call them at the same phone numbers listed 
above. There is no established deadline date to 
submit a funding application under Legacy Fund 
component, as applications are accepted on a 
continuous basis. However, you must submit your 
application no later than the date of the anniversary 
being celebrated. You are encouraged to submit your 
application at least 12 months prior to the proposed 
start date for your project (or six months prior for 
smaller projects with total costs of 200K or less).
2025/26 HRM BUDGET KEY DATES
There are several milestones in the annual municipal 
budget process. Here are the key dates for the 
2025/26 municipal budget debates:

Tuesday, January 14th – 2023/24 Strategic 
Performance Report and Snapshot outlining 
progress on strategic key performance indicators to 
assess advancement on priorities from the Strategic 
Priorities Plan 2021-25. 
Wednesday, February 5th – Budget Introduction and 
Capital Plan Recommendation.
Wednesday, February 12th – Public Safety 
(including Community Safety; Halifax Regional 
Fire & Emergency; Halifax Regional Police; and 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Halifax Regional 
Detachment). 
Wednesday, February 19th and Thursday, February 
20th – Operations (including Halifax Transit; Parks & 
Recreation; Planning & Development; Property, Fleet 
& Environment; and Public Works). 
Wednesday, February 26th – Corporate Services 
(including Chief Administrative Offi ce; Finance & 
Asset Management; Human Resources; Information 
Technology; and Legal & Legislative Services. 
Wednesday, March 19th – Budget Adjustment List 
Review for items that were add-ons (“overs”) and 
subtractions (“unders”). 
Tuesday, April 8th – Budget Approval. 
Residents have the opportunity to speak directly to 
the Budget Committee during the debate process. 
During each meeting, time is set aside for Public 
Participation to provide insight and comments from 
the general public. If you wish to address HRM 
Council, please contact the Clerk’s Offi ce at 902-
490-4212 or by email: clerks@halifax.ca. Anyone 
can attend in person at Halifax City Hall to observe 
our deliberations or watch it live or stream it on the 
Halifax Regional Municipality YouTube channel. 
Please note these dates are subject to change. For 
more up-to-date information on the 2025/26 budget 
process, visit www.halifax.ca/budget
EHS BLUE TAPE AT ACCIDENTS 
Emergency Health Services (EHS) will be utilizing 
“Blue Tape” to demark accident scenes to alert and 
advise passerby’s that fi rst responders have already 
been on site. This tape is seeing more use lately due 
to the signifi cant volume of motor vehicle incidents. 
When the public see the blue tape, it serves as 
an indicator that the situation has been managed 
and does not require additional calls to 9-1-1. This 
practice helps maintain an organized and effective 
response during busy periods. This system helps 
prevent unnecessary calls and allows emergency 
services to focus on new and ongoing incidents.  
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