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Kjipuktuk (“t h e gr e at h ar b o ur”) is l o c at e d i n 

Mi’ k m a’ ki, t h e a n c estr al a n d u n c e d e d t errit or y 

of t h e Mi’ k m a q P e o pl e. T his t errit or y is c o v er e d 

b y t h e Tr e ati es of P e a c e a n d Fri e n ds hi p 

w hi c h Mi’ k m a q, W ol ast o qi yi k ( M alis e et), a n d 

P ass a m a q u o d d y P e o pl es first si g n e d wit h t h e 

Britis h Cr o w n i n 1 7 2 6. T h e tr e ati es di d n ot d e al 

wit h t h e s urr e n d er of l a n ds a n d r es o urc es. It 

est a blis h e d t h e r ul es f or w h at w as t o b e a n 

o n g oi n g r el ati o ns hi p b et w e e n n ati o ns. 

W e ar e all Tr e at y p e o pl e.

Do wnto wn Halifax is t h e h e art of N o v a S c oti a a n d m or e br o a dl y Atl a nti c C a n a d a. Visi o n 2 0 3 0 is m e a nt 

t o str at e gi c all y i d e ntif y m o v es a n d i n v est m e nts f or w h at is n e e d e d f or o n e of t h e f ast est gr o wi n g 

citi es i n t h e c o u ntr y. T his Visi o n is n ot o urs; it is y o urs a n d e v er y o n e’s a n d w e l o o k f or w ar d t o t h e 

e x cit e m e nt, c o n v ers ati o n, a n d c o m mit m e nt t o w or k o n t his t o g et h er. T his Visi o n r e q uir es c o m mit m e nt 

fr o m all t hr e e or d ers of g o v er n m e nt, as w ell as t h e s u p p ort of cit y b uil d ers a n d all o ur citi z e ns. 

D o w nt o w n H alif a x B usi n ess C o m missi o n ( D H B C) is c o m mitt e d t o a d v o c ati n g f or t his Visi o n, tr a c ki n g, 

a n d a d v a n ci n g its pr o gr ess b et w e e n n o w a n d 2 0 3 0, a n d r e p orti n g b a c k t o t h os e t h at li v e, w or k, a n d 

pl a y h er e.

S p e ci al t h a n ks t o o ur m e m b ers hi p, t h e D H B C B o ar d, st a ff, ur b a n e x p erts, a n d t h e Visi o n St e eri n g 

C o m mitt e e f or y o ur i n p ut i nt o t h e d e v el o p m e nt of t his Visi o n. M ost of all, t h a n ks t o t h e h u n dr e ds  

of st a k e h ol d ers a n d citi z e ns of H alif a x, w h o d e v ot e d ti m e a n d p assi o n b y s h ari n g t h eir i d e as  

a n d l o v e of D o w nt o w n.

As h wi n K utt y, D H B C B o ar d C h air &  

P a ul M a c Ki n n o n, D H B C C E O
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“ When it co mes to actually realizing  

better do wnto wns, having vision  

co mes do wn to being able to see things 

that aren’t currently there, that may  

see m i mpossible or just too hard to 

achieve, but that are not only possible, but 

necessary.”

— Br e nt T o d eri a n, C a n a di a n ur b a ni st
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A NE W VISION IS URGENT
The i mportance of Do wnto wn is undeniable t o a n y o n e w h o 

b eli e v es i n a pr os p er o us, i n cl usi v e, a n d d esir a bl e cit y a n d pr o vi n c e. 

T his h as al w a ys b e e n t h e c as e, b ut w e n o w li v e i n a s p e ci al 

m o m e nt of o p p ort u nit y, d u e t o t h e b o o mi n g p o p ul ati o n gr o wt h, 

u nf ett er e d a c c ess t o t h e b est i d e as, a n d t h e c o nfi d e n c e gi v e n t o us 

fr o m k n o wi n g t h at w e h a v e d o n e bi g t hi n gs b ef or e a n d c a n a g ai n.

The ti me for a ne w Vision is no w. 
Wit h hi g h l a n d v al u es a n d a d e ns e ur b a n d esi g n t h at is e ffi ci e nt 

t o s er vi c e, t h e t a x es g e n er at e d i n D o w nt o w n H alif a x si g nifi c a ntl y 

o ut w ei g h t h e r es o urc es c o ns u m e d. T h us, a h e alt h y D o w nt o w n 

is t h e e c o n o mi c e n gi n e t h at h el ps f u n d li br ari es, p ar ks, s c h o ols, 

r e cr e ati o n f a ciliti es, a n d p u bli c tr a nsit a cr oss t h e w h ol e cit y. 

Wit h o v er 2 2, 0 0 0 p e o pl e w or ki n g D o w nt o w n, it is t h e l ar g est 

e m pl o y m e nt n o d e i n N o v a S c oti a. T his c o n c e ntr ati o n of p e o pl e 

a n d i d e as f ost ers a n e n vir o n m e nt w h er e s o ci al a n d b usi n ess 

i nt er a cti o ns cr e at e a n attr a cti v e e n vir o n m e nt f or j o b o p p ort u niti es, 

t al e nt, a n d i n v est m e nts. 

D o w nt o w n is n ot j ust t h e h e art of t h e cit y, b ut t h e  

s h o wr o o m of Atl a nti c C a n a d a. P a c k e d wit h r est a ur a nts, b ars,  

m usi c, art, t h e atr e, a n d e v e nts, D o w nt o w n H alif a x e nri c h es t h e  

li v es of its visit ors a n d r esi d e nts ali k e. 

A d e ns e, w al k a bl e D o w nt o w n, f ull of all s orts of di ff er e nt p e o pl e, 

is a w a y t o a c hi e v e o ur as pir ati o ns ar o u n d e n vir o n m e nt al 

s ust ai n a bilit y, as w ell as o ff eri n g m or e a b u n d a nt a n d i n cl usi v e 

o p p ort u niti es a n d o pti o ns f or all.

H a vi n g a n e w Visi o n, a n d r el e ntl essl y w or ki n g t o r e ali z e it, is a n 

i n v est m e nt i n o ur f ut ur e; a n d H alif a x’s hist or y ( e. g., r e b uil di n g 

aft er t h e H alif a x E x pl osi o n) pr o v es w e ar e n ot afr ai d of b ol d 

m o v es. M or e r e c e nt e x a m pl es ar e tr a nsf or mi n g o ur i n d ustri ali z e d 

w at erfr o nt; u nl o c ki n g d e c a d es of d e v el o p m e nt wit h H R M b y 

D esi g n; a n d i n v esti n g i n a n e w c o n v e nti o n c e ntr e, li br ar y, a n d 

Ar g yl e E nt ert ai n m e nt Distri ct. W e m ust s ei z e t h e p o w er of t his 

m o m e nt t o o n c e a g ai n s h a p e o ur f ut ur e. 

This is the essence of Do wnto wn Halifax Vision 2030.
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CREATING THE VISION
Do wnto wn Halifax Business Co m mission is t h e g o-t o or g a ni z ati o n o n D o w nt o w n 

vit alit y. T his c o m es fr o m t h e e x p ertis e of t h e B o ar d a n d st a ff, as w ell as D H B C’s 

3 0- y e ar a cti v e i n v ol v e m e nt i n t h e I nt er n ati o n al D o w nt o w n Ass o ci ati o n (I D A), w hi c h 

h as cr e at e d c o n n e cti o ns wit h d o w nt o w ns ar o u n d t h e gl o b e. T his Visi o n w as i niti at e d 

a n d c ur at e d b y D H B C, wit h t h e assist a n c e of a st e eri n g c o m mitt e e a n d c o ns ult a nt 

gr o u p, MI G. H alif a x b o asts a w e alt h of ur b a n e x p ertis e a cr oss m a n y i n di vi d u als a n d 

or g a ni z ati o ns, a n d t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o ns i n t his d o c u m e nt ar e t h e r es ult of e xt e nsi v e 

c o ns ult ati o n wit h t h os e di v ers e gr o u ps  

a n d i n di vi d u als.

Fr o m S e pt e m b er 2 0 2 3 t o A pril 2 0 2 4, D H B C c o ns ult e d wit h k e y st a k e h ol d ers,  

ur b a n e x p erts, p oli c y m a k ers, b usi n ess o w n ers, a n d t h e p u bli c t o h el p us  

a ns w er t h e q u esti o n: 

W h at ar e t h e bi g m o v e s n e e d e d t o e n s ur e o ur D o w nt o w n i s  

vi br a nt a n d pr o s p er o u s i n 2 0 3 0 a n d b e y o n d ?

T h e c o ns ult ati o n pr o c ess i n v ol v e d:

• 1 0 2- h o ur e n g a g e m e nt s e s si o n s, wit h o v er 1 0 0 st a k e h ol d ers.

• N u m er o u s o n e- o n- o n e m e eti n g s wit h k e y c o m m u nit y  

l e a d ers a n d g o v er n m e nt o ffi ci al s.

• A p u bli c, o p e n- e n d e d q u e sti o n n air e t h at pr o d u c e d  

h u n dr e d s of p a g e s of c o m m e nts.

F o ur t h e m es w er e i d e ntifi e d fr o m t h e d at a aft er a t h or o u g h m atri x s c ori n g pr o c ess: 

E v er y b o d y’s N ei g h b o ur h o o d, H ar b o ur 3 6 5, E nt ert ai n m e nt C e ntr al, a n d M o v e 

S m art . O ut of t h e pr o c ess als o c a m e 1 7 pr o gr a ms, p oli ci es, a n d pri oriti es w hi c h  

ar e e x pl ai n e d i n d et ail i n t h e s u bs e q u e nt s e cti o ns.

• v 
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   THE YEAR IS 2030
D o w nt o w n H alif a x i s a pl a c e w h er e e v er y o n e f e el s w el c o m e.  

It i s n o l o n g er j u st a b u si n e s s di stri ct; it i s a vi br a nt  

c o m m u nit y w h er e p e o pl e c a n li v e, w or k, a n d pl a y.  

E v er y o n e f e el s i n cl u d e d a n d s af e.

T h e e ntir e ur b a n c or e al w a ys f e el s vi br a nt a s e v e nts t a k e  

c e ntr e st a g e, s oli dif yi n g D o w nt o w n H alif a x’s r e p ut ati o n a s  

t h e u n di s p ut e d arts, c ult ur e a n d e nt ert ai n m e nt c a pit al a n d  

t h e m o st d e sir a bl e d e sti n ati o n f or t h e e ntir e r e gi o n.

Str at e gi c i n v e st m e nts h a v e r e vit ali z e d D o w nt o w n. It i s a n 

i n c u b at or f or b u si n e s s s u c c e s s, a s its d e sir a bl e l o c ati o n 

attr a cts e st a bli s h e d c o m p a ni e s a n d st art u p s ali k e. B ol d n e w 

b uil di n g s sit b e si d e hi st ori c o n e s i n o ur r e d efi n e d cit ys c a p e.

It i s e a s y t o g et t o a n d m o v e ar o u n d D o w nt o w n H alif a x, b ot h  

b y l a n d a n d s e a, p arti c ul arl y vi a p u bli c tr a n sit s er vi c e s,  

w hi c h ar e f a st a n d fr e q u e nt, d a y a n d ni g ht.

   A DESTINATION

INCLUSIVE 
I MAGINABLE

PROSPEROUS

SAFE

CONNECTED

SURPRISING

VIBRANT         

TI ME-HONOURED
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E VE R Y B O D Y’ S 
NEI G H B O U R H O O D
Do wnto wn Halifax is a place where  
everyone feels welco me.
To b e “ E v er y b o d y’s N ei g h b o ur h o o d”, D o w nt o w n m ust c o nti n u e its e v ol uti o n fr o m a c e ntr al b usi n ess 

distri ct a n d a visit or d esti n ati o n, t o als o b ei n g a n ei g h b o ur h o o d w h er e m a n y di ff er e nt t y p es of p e o pl e 

c h o os e t o li v e. T his i n cl u d es h a vi n g all r esi d e nti al a m e niti es t h at o n e w o ul d e x p e ct i n a c o m pl et e 

n ei g h b o ur h o o d. It s h o ul d f e el s af e a n d w el c o mi n g t o r esi d e nts a n d visit ors ali k e. 

6



V V v

V V v
• v

V V v

7



V V v

   A Neighbourhood Study

As H alif a x c o nti n u es t o gr o w s ust ai n a bl y, it 

will b e c o m e a cit y of i nt erc o n n e ct e d c o m pl et e 

n ei g h b o ur h o o ds, e a c h o ff eri n g o p p ort u niti es 

f or li vi n g, w or ki n g, a n d pl a yi n g cl os e t o h o m e. 

D o w nt o w n H alif a x will b e c o m e t h e c e ntr e, a n d 

l ar g est, of t h es e c o m pl et e n ei g h b o ur h o o ds.  

F or t his t o h a p p e n, t h er e is a n i d e al b al a n c e  

t h at n e e ds t o b e pl a n n e d, t a ki n g i nt o a c c o u nt 

t h e r e c e nt e v ol uti o n of r esi d e nts’ a n d 

b usi n ess es’ n e e ds. 

A n e w st u d y n e e ds t o b e d o n e t h at w o ul d  

d el v e i nt o d esir e d o ut c o m es r e g ar di n g 

p o p ul ati o n t ar g ets, a p pr o pri at e r esi d e nti al-

s er vi n g a m e niti es, a n d b usi n ess mi x es t h at 

w o ul d s er v e t h at gr e at er d e nsit y, w hil e 

pr es er vi n g w h at m a k es t h e ar e a s o s p e ci al.  

T h e r es ult of t his st u d y will i n cl u d e: a f ull 

s p e ctr u m of h o usi n g a ff or d a bilit y t h at i n cl u d es 

b ot h hi g h e n d a n d g o v er n m e nt s u bsi di z e d  

n o n- m ar k et o pti o ns; o p p ort u niti es f or a  

 br o a d er c ult ur al a n d d e m o gr a p hi c mi x;  

a n d pr ot e cti o n of i d e ntit y- d efi ni n g hist ori c 

b uil di n gs.

   Office Conversion Incentives

T h e a d v e nt of h y bri d w or k a n d t h e e xtr e m el y 

l o w r esi d e nti al v a c a n c y r at e l e n ds its elf t o t h e 

o b vi o us s ol uti o n of t ur ni n g s o m e u n us e d o ffi c e 

s p a c e i nt o h o m es f or p e o pl e. H alif a x is alr e a d y 

s e ei n g t his, t h a n ks t o pr o gr essi v e d e v el o p ers 

a n d li mit e d r estri cti o ns, b ut it is still c o m pli c at e d 

a n d e x p e nsi v e. A c c or di n g t o C a n a di a n Ur b a n 

I nstit ut e’s st u d y i n t his ar e a, C a n a di a n citi es t h at 

ar e s e ei n g c o n v ersi o ns, at s c al es gr e at er t h a n 

H alif a x, ar e d oi n g s o b e c a us e t h e y o ff er  

fi n a n ci al a n d p oli c y i n c e nti v es. A p pr o pri at e, 

si mil ar pr o gr a ms i n H alif a x w o ul d a c c el er at e  

d e v el o p ers’ a bilit y t o d o m or e of t his h er e.

   Urban Parks Strategy

P ar ks ar e a k e y r e cr e ati o n al a m e nit y, r e q uir e d  

t o attr a ct a n d s er v e hi g h d e nsit y r esi d e nti al 

gr o wt h. D o w nt o w n h as i n h erit e d a s u bst a nti al 

a m o u nt of gr e e n s p a c e fr o m pr e vi o us 

g e n er ati o ns, b ut it is n ot k n o w n w h et h er it is 

s u ffi ci e nt f or a s u bst a nti all y l ar g er p o p ul ati o n, 

or w h et h er its c o nfi g ur ati o n or pr o gr a m mi n g is 

a p pr o pri at e. A n e w Ur b a n P ar ks Str at e g y w o ul d 

c at al o g u e e xisti n g gr e e n s p a c e a n d d et er mi n e 

a p pr o pri at e o v er all ar e a, t y p e, a n d  

pr o gr a m mi n g n e e ds b as e d o n o ur gr o wt h 

tr aj e ct or y.

E VE RY B O DY’ S NEI G H B O U R H O O D
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   District Strategy

D esir a bl e ur b a n ar e as ar e oft e n k n o w n, l ess 

b y t h eir o v er all d o w nt o w n, a n d m or e b y t h eir 

s m all er distri cts. J ust a f e w e x a m pl es i n cl u d e 

Vi e u x- M o ntr e al, N y h a v n ( C o p e n h a g e n),  

S o H o, C hi n at o w n, L o n d o n’s W est E n d, et c. 

D o w nt o w n H alif a x h as s e v er al Distri cts 

alr e a d y ( e. g., Ar g yl e E nt ert ai n m e nt, W at erfr o nt, 

B arri n gt o n H erit a g e), a n d str o n g o p p ort u niti es 

f or m or e, s u c h as C o gs w ell a n d t h e G at e w a y 

Distri cts. Est a blis hi n g a Distri ct Str at e g y w o ul d 

s e e a c o n c ert e d e ff ort i n pr o p erl y i d e ntif yi n g  

a n d pr o m oti n g D o w nt o w n’s e xisti n g Distri cts,  

as w ell as d esi g n ati n g n e w o n es. B ett er 

w a yfi n di n g si g n a g e wit h u ni q u e d esi g n 

st a n d ar ds will m a k e it cl e ar w h e n y o u ar e i n  

a d efi n e d distri ct, a n d als o h o w y o u c o ul d  

b est m o v e fr o m o n e t o t h e ot h er.

   Barrington Street

B arri n gt o n Str e et h as a gl ori o us p ast, a n d 

f ut ur e, as H alif a x’s m ai n str e et. E ff orts t o m a k e 

B arri n gt o n Str e et m or e vi br a nt i n t his r e g ar d 

h a v e o c c urr e d f or s e v er al d e c a d es, t hr o u g h 

m u ni ci p al a n d BI D st u di es, w or ki n g gr o u ps, 

a n d a c a d e mi c p a p ers.  T h e m ost r e c e nt e ff ort 

w as t h e f or m ati o n of t h e B arri n gt o n H erit a g e 

C o ns er v ati o n Distri ct ( 2 0 0 9) w hi c h l e d t o 

pri v at e a n d p u bli c i n v est m e nt, t h e si g nifi c a nt 

pr es er v ati o n of hist ori c b uil di n gs, a n d a 

r esi d e nti al r e vi v al. D es pit e t his, gr o u n d fl o or 

v a c a n ci es p ersist, a n d p e d estri a n v ol u m es h a v e 

n ot k e pt p a c e wit h ot h er ar e as of D o w nt o w n. 

C urr e ntl y, j ust t h e s e cti o n b et w e e n D u k e Str e et 

a n d S pri n g G ar d e n R o a d att e m pts t o b e b ot h  

a m ai n tr a ffi c a n d tr a nsit t h or o u g hf ar e, a r et ail 

hi g h str e et, a p e d estri a n- pri orit y ar e a, t h e 

fi n a n ci al distri ct, a n d arc hit e ct ur al s h o w c as e. 

All of t h es e us es, t h o u g h i m p ort a nt, ar e n ot 

n e c ess aril y w or ki n g i n u nis o n t o h el p B arri n gt o n 

r e cl ai m its m ai n str e et st at us. Usi n g r es e arc h 

alr e a d y d o n e a n d b uil di n g o n t h e m o m e nt u m  

of t h e n e w C o gs w ell Distri ct, a c o n c e pt f or a  

 n e w B arri n gt o n m ai n str e et, as w ell as a cti o ns, 

n e e ds t o c o m m e n c e. 

   Public Safety Invest ments

Wit h o ut a str o n g s e ns e t h at a d o w nt o w n is s af e, 

ot h er e ff orts t o r e vit ali z e it will n e v er b e f ull y 

s u c c essf ul. Aft er d e c a d es of pr o gr ess, a tr e n d 

h as r e c e ntl y e m er g e d t h at t h e f e eli n g of s af et y 

i n ur b a n c or es a cr oss N ort h A m eri c a is er o di n g. 

T his tr e n d m ust b e i m m e di at el y a n d p ersist e ntl y 

r e v ers e d i n D o w nt o w n H alif a x.  T h er e n e e ds 

t o b e a r e n e w e d f o c us o n pr o a cti v e a n d visi bl e 

c o m m u nit y- b as e d p oli ci n g. W e als o n e e d t o s e e 

n e w i n v est m e nts a n d str at e gi es t h at all o w f or 

m or e “ e y es o n t h e str e et” ( as ur b a nist  

J a n e J a c o bs c oi n e d it); e n h a n c e ur b a n  

d esi g n i n li g hti n g; a n d a d dr ess t h e 

h o m el ess n ess, m e nt al h e alt h,  

a n d a d di cti o n iss u es t h at  

ar e i m p a cti n g o ur  

c o m m u nit y.
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H A R B O U R 3 6 5
Do wnto wn Halifax maxi mizes its  
greatest asset year round.
T h e H ar b o ur is w h y D o w nt o w n H alif a x e xists. T h e Mi’ k m a q h a d s u m m er 

e n c a m p m e nts h er e a n d c all e d it “ A m nt u’ k ati” (“ S pirit Gr o v e”), a n d t h e ar e a is 

c e ntr al t o t h eir cr e ati o n st or y. It is w h y t h e Britis h b uilt t h e Cit a d el f ortr ess 

h er e. It is w h y H alif a x b e c a m e t h e l ar g est C a n a di a n cit y e ast of Q u e b e c 

Cit y. It is w h y o v er a milli o n t o urists visit a n n u all y. H alif a x’s m ott o,  

“ E M ari M erc es” m e a ns “ W e alt h fr o m t h e S e a”.
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   Free and Faster Ferry

I m a gi n e w al ki n g b et w e e n D o w nt o w n D art m o ut h 

a n d D o w nt o w n H alif a x (t w o i m p ort a nt p arts of 

t h e gr e at er ur b a n c or e) w h e n e v er y o u w a nt e d 

t o. T o f ulfil t his dr e a m, t h e Al d er n e y- H alif a x  

f err y s er vi c e s h o ul d b e fr e e a n d m or e fr e q u e nt. 

A n i m m e di at e c h a n g e w o ul d b e t o s c h e d ul e 

it t o r u n e v er y 1 5 mi n ut es, 7 d a ys a w e e k, a n d 

l at e i nt o t h e ni g ht. E v e nt u all y it c o ul d b e a 2 4/ 7 

s er vi c e. T his w o ul d gr e atl y b e n efit r esi d e nts  

a n d b usi n ess es o n b ot h si d es of t h e h ar b o ur  

a n d s er v e as a c o n v e ni e nt a n d attr a cti v e  

t o urist a m e nit y – o n e f or w hi c h y o u w o ul d  

n e v er n e e d a s c h e d ul e, b e c a us e t h e f err y  

w o ul d b e s o r eli a bl e.

   George Street as a “Gate way”

D o w nt o w n H alif a x sits i n a n i n cr e di bl e l a n d 

of o p p ort u nit y – b et w e e n t h e W at erfr o nt a n d 

Cit a d el Hill – t w o of t h e m ost visit e d d esti n ati o ns 

i n N o v a S c oti a. A w al k a bl e cit y n e e ds w ell-

arti c ul at e d p e d estri a n r o ut es, t o l e a d visit ors t o 

w h er e t h e y s h o ul d w a nt t o g o t o visit k e y sit es. 

C urr e ntl y t his is l a c ki n g o n D o w nt o w n’s e ast-

w est str e ets, a n d is m a d e m or e c h all e n gi n g b y 

t h e hill y t o p o gr a p h y, i n a d e q u at e d esi g n, a n d 

p o or w a yfi n di n g si g n a g e. 

T o tr ul y c o n n e ct t h e W at erfr o nt wit h D o w nt o w n, 

a si g n at ur e str e ets c a p e i n v est m e nt s h o ul d b e 

m a d e o n at l e ast o n e e ast- w est str e et. T h e b est 

c h oi c e f or t his is G e or g e Str e et, d u e t o its n at ur al 

a c c ess t o t h e F err y Ter mi n al, gr a n d vi e w of t h e 

H alif a x T o w n Cl o c k, a n d its p ot e nti al t o c o m pl et e 

t h e missi n g pi e c e of a p e d estri a n- pri orit y r o ut e 

c o n n e cti n g t h e k e y ci vi c ass ets b et w e e n H alif a x 

P u bli c G ar d e ns a n d t h e b o ar d w al k. Al o n g wit h 

G e or g e Str e et as a c e ntr al pr o m e n a d e, d esi g n 

a n d si g n a g e al o n g all ot h er L o w er W at er Str e et 

i nt ers e cti o ns is r e q uir e d t o h el p dr a w p e o pl e  

u p t h os e hills. 

   Harbour Plan

T h e H alif a x W at erfr o nt Distri ct h as u n d e ni a bl y 

s e e n i n cr e di bl e tr a nsf or m ati o n o v er t h e p ast 

s e v er al d e c a d es. It is h o m e t o s h o ps, r est a ur a nts, 

t o uris m o p er at ors, m ari n e o p er ati o ns, a n d 

C a n a d a’s e ast c o ast n a v y. It b o asts t h e l o n g est 

ur b a n b o ar d w al k i n N ort h A m eri c a a n d sits b y 

o n e of t h e d e e p est i c e-fr e e p orts i n t h e w orl d. 

T h e Distri ct c urr e ntl y f alls u n d er t h e o p er ati o ns 

of B uil d N o v a S c oti a, H alif a x P ort A ut h orit y, 

H alif a x R e gi o n al M u ni ci p alit y, as w ell as s o m e 

pri v at e o w n ers hi p. 

W or ki n g c oll a b or ati v el y, a n e w pl a n n e e ds 

t o b e cr e at e d t h at pr o vi d es dir e cti o n a n d 

as pir ati o ns f or h o w w e c o nti n u e t o st e w ar d a n d 

gr o w t his k e y ass et. T h e pl a n s h o ul d i n cl u d e 

t h e f oll o wi n g pri orit y ar e as: f ut ur e l a n d u s e s; 

h ar b o ur i sl a n d s a c c e s s a n d a cti v ati o n; e v e nts; 

w at er tr a n s p ort ati o n ( pri v at e a n d p u bli c); 

b e a utifi c ati o n a n d pl a c e m a ki n g; s e a l e v el ri s e 

miti g ati o n.

H A R B O U R 3 6 5
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T h o u g h D o w nt o w n n e e ds t o c o nti n u e t o e v ol v e fr o m a c e ntr al b usi n ess distri ct t o a c o m pl et e 

n ei g h b o ur h o o d, it als o n e e ds t o r e m ai n t h e pri m e d esti n ati o n f or visit ors. D o w nt o w n H alif a x 

n e e ds t o s oli dif y its r e p ut ati o n as t h e u n dis p ut e d c a pit al of Atl a nti c C a n a d a, s p e cifi c all y i n arts, 

c ult ur e, a n d e nt ert ai n m e nt. As a cit y of o v er 5 0 0, 0 0 0 p e o pl e – a n d r a pi dl y gr o wi n g – t h er e 

is a n e e d f or n e w v e n u es. N o v a S c oti a is h o m e t o a w e alt h of n at ur al t al e nt a n d t his 

str e n gt h s h o ul d b e dri vi n g t o uris m, a n d f u n d a m e nt all y b o osti n g t h e q u alit y of lif e  

f or all N o v a S c oti a ns.

E NTE RT AI N ME NT 
CE NT R AL
Do wnto wn Halifax is a nationally 
reno wned destination for arts,  
culture, and entertain ment. 
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   Build Ne w Venues

Art G all er y  

T h e c urr e nt Art G all er y of N o v a S c oti a ( A G N S) 

h as s er v e d us w ell. H o w e v er, a si g nifi c a nt st u d y 

h as b e e n d o n e i n r e c e nt y e ars, i d e ntif yi n g t h at 

t h e c urr e nt f a cilit y h as m ai nt e n a n c e, i nt er n al 

cli m at e, s p a c e c o nfi g ur ati o n, a n d o v er all si z e 

li mit ati o ns. T h e ti m e h as c o m e f or a n e x p a n d e d 

g all er y s o w e c a n attr a ct n e w ( a n d m or e) 

dis pl a ys a n d s h o ws, as w ell as s h o w c as e m or e 

of t h e ass ets t h at A G N S alr e a d y h as. A n e w art 

g all er y, as eit h er a n i c o ni c st a n d- al o n e str u ct ur e, 

or as p art of a m or e c o m pr e h e nsi v e c ult ur al 

c e ntr e, w o ul d b e a m ar q u e e attr a cti o n.

P er m a n e nt O ut d o or P u bli c E v e nt s S p a c e  

H alif a x b o asts a n i m pr essi v e n u m b er of o ut d o or 

f esti v als a n d e v e nts. H o w e v er, as d e v el o p m e nt 

o c c urs, t h es e s p a c es c a n b e l ost, a n d e v e nts fi n d 

t h e ms el v es m o v e d ar o u n d i n a n y gi v e n y e ar. 

T h er ef or e, t h er e is a n e e d f or a n e w or e x p a n d e d 

c e ntr al l o c ati o n t h at is c o nsist e nt. T his f a cilit y 

w o ul d i n cl u d e s u ffi ci e nt c a p a cit y, a m e niti es 

( el e ctri c al, fl e xi bl e s e ati n g a n d st a g e, w e at h er 

c o v eri n gs), a n d c o nsist e nt m a n a g e m e nt, f or 

l ar g er o ut d o or e v e nts.

 

 

 

1, 5 0 0 + s e at P erf or mi n g Art s C e ntr e 

D o w nt o w n n e e ds t o h a v e a v ari et y of 

p erf or m a n c e v e n u es, i n cl u di n g a p ur p os e-  

b uilt o n e t h at s e ats b et w e e n 1, 5 0 0 a n d 3, 0 0 0. 

T his w o ul d s er v e t o fill t h e g a p t h at c urr e ntl y  

e xists b et w e e n S c oti a b a n k C e ntr e’s 1 0, 0 0 0  

s e ats, a n d s m all er v e n u es li k e t h e Li g ht H o us e 

Arts C e ntr e a n d N e pt u n e T h e atr e. T h e n e w 

v e n u e w o ul d attr a ct s h o ws w hi c h c urr e ntl y ar e 

n ot f e asi bl e t o bri n g t o N o v a S c oti a, a n d als o  

a ct as a p er m a n e nt D o w nt o w n h o m e f or  

H alif a x- b as e d m usi c a n d arts gr o u ps.

   Year-Round Events

H alif a x is a n u n dis p ut e d e v e nts cit y, p arti c ul arl y 

i n t h e w ar m er m o nt hs. S p e cifi c e ff orts n e e d t o 

b e m a d e t o e ns ur e t h at t h er e is a st o c k e d e v e nts 

c al e n d ar y e ar-r o u n d t h at p a ys s p e ci al att e nti o n 

t o a cti v ati n g t h e D o w nt o w n fr o m J a n u ar y 

t o J u n e. A str at e g y is n e e d e d t h at n ot o nl y 

i d e ntifi es a n d attr a cts e v e nts, b ut als o i n cl u d es 

c o or di n ati o n ar o u n d all f a c ets of t h os e e v e nts. 

T his i n cl u d es l e a di n g t h e bi d di n g pr o c ess; 

i d e ntif yi n g t h e or g a ni z ati o n al l e a d o n e v e nts or 

a cti n g as t h at l e a d; assisti n g or g a ni z ers i n t h e 

cr e ati o n of n e w e v e nts; a n d e ns uri n g pr o p er 

fi n a n ci al a n d a d mi nistr ati v e s u p p ort.   

E NTE RTAI N ME NT CE NT R AL
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   Cultural District Designation

B ei n g a h ot b e d of c ult ur e a n d e v e nts is n ot 

e n o u g h – w e m ust t ell t h at st or y t o t h e w orl d. T o 

b ett er c e m e nt a n d pr o m ot e D o w nt o w n H alif a x’s 

p ositi o n as Atl a nti c C a n a d a’s pr e mi er e arts a n d 

e nt ert ai n m e nt d esti n ati o n, a s p e cifi c ar e a of t h e 

D o w nt o w n s h o ul d b e d esi g n at e d as a C ult ur al 

Distri ct. T his is a k e y c o m p o n e nt t o t h e o v er all 

Distri ct Str at e g y ( b ei n g pr o p os e d i n t his Visi o n) 

a n d w o ul d i n cl u d e t h e i nt e nti o n al cl ust eri n g 

of t h e i n v est m e nts i n i nfr astr u ct ur e b ei n g 

r e c o m m e n d e d. 
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M O VE S M A RT
Getting to and moving around  
Do wnto wn Halifax is easy.
It is f u n d a m e nt al t o a d o w nt o w n’s s u c c ess t h at it b e e as y t o g et t o, a n d e as y t o g et ar o u n d. 

T his s h o ul d b e i n a m ultit u d e of w a ys, b ut a cit y p ois e d f or s u c c ess n e e ds t o pri oriti z e 

m ass tr a nsit a n d t h e p e d estri a n e x p eri e n c e o v er si n gl e- o c c u p a nt v e hi cl es. Gi v e n 

t h e c ost of h o usi n g i n D o w nt o w n H alif a x, a n d t h e c ost of c ar o w n ers hi p, e n a bli n g 

i m pr o v e d c o n n e cti o n t o ot h er ar e as of t h e cit y is als o a n i n v est m e nt i n e q uit y.
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   Bus Rapid Transit

B us r a pi d tr a nsit ( B R T) is a hi g h- c a p a cit y b us-

b as e d tr a nsit s yst e m t h at pr o vi d es f ast a n d 

r eli a bl e s er vi c e t hr o u g h d e di c at e d b us l a n es 

t h at m o v e p e o pl e t o t h eir d esti n ati o n m or e 

r a pi dl y t h a n t h eir c ar e v er c o ul d. A B R T s yst e m 

is a n e x p e nsi v e a n d m ulti- y e ar pr o c ess, b ut it is 

n e c ess ar y i n H alif a x n o w. Its d e v el o p m e nt m ust 

b e si g nifi c a ntl y a c c el er at e d, a n d it m ust pri oriti z e 

k e y li n es w hi c h dir e ctl y c o n n e ct D o w nt o w n t o 

hi g h p o p ul ati o n ar e as as its first i n v est m e nt. It 

m ust als o h a v e e xt e n d e d h o urs of o p er ati o n, s o 

t h at t h e tr a nsit s yst e m is n ot o nl y a pr ef err e d 

m o d e f or w or ki n g c o m m ut ers, b ut als o r esi d e nts 

c o mi n g D o w nt o w n f or e nt ert ai n m e nt, t hr o u g h o ut 

t h e d a y a n d e v e ni n g. S u c h a n i n v est m e nt d o es 

n ot pr e cl u d e li g ht r ail tr a nsit ( L R T), as L R T c o ul d 

r e pl a c e B R T o v er ti m e, usi n g t h e s a m e r o ut es.

   Do wnto wn Loop

G etti n g t o D o w nt o w n is i m p ort a nt, b ut m o bilit y 

t hr o u g h o ut t h e D o w nt o w n is a k e y as p e ct 

t h at will e n h a n c e t h e e x p eri e n c e f or visit ors 

a n d w or k ers, a n d als o u nl o c k t h e p ot e nti al f or 

D o w nt o w n r esi d e nts t o n ot n e e d t o o w n t h eir 

o w n v e hi cl es. Dr a wi n g i ns pir ati o n fr o m H alif a x’s 

tr a m s yst e m (1 8 6 6-1 9 4 9) a n d F R E D (“ Fr e e Ri d es 

E v er y w h er e D o w nt o w n”, 1 9 9 6- 2 011), a D o w nt o w n 

l o o p, or m ulti pl e l o o ps, s h o ul d b e cr e at e d w hi c h 

c o n n e cts t h e m ai n arri v al p oi nts/t er mi n als, k e y 

visit or sit es, p ar k a d es, a n d e m pl o y m e nt n o d es. 

T his l o o p w o ul d b e s er vi c e d o n a fr e q u e nt 

a n d fr e e ti m et a bl e, b y s m all er m ulti- p ass e n g er 

v e hi cl es.

   Pedestrian-First Design

P e d estri a ns s h o ul d f e el li k e t h eir m o bilit y is 

t h e hi g h est pri orit y. B e y o n d m aj or str e ets c a p e 

pr oj e cts (s u c h as Ar g yl e Str e et, S pri n g G ar d e n 

R o a d, a n d t h e r e c o m m e n d ati o n f or G e or g e Str e et 

i n t his Visi o n), p e d estri a n pri orit y s h o ul d b e p art 

of t h e o n g oi n g d esi g n a n d m ai nt e n a n c e of all 

D o w nt o w n str e ets. T his c a n b e a c c o m plis h e d i n 

m a n y w a ys, i n cl u di n g:

• Wi d e n e d si d e w al ks

• Cr oss w al ks r ais e d t o t h e l e v el of t h e si d e w al k 
a n d/ or t h at c o nti n u e t h e si d e w al k d esi g n 
a cr oss t h e i nt ers e cti o n

• Str e et m ur als

• Artisti c cr oss w al ks, c o m m e m or ati n g t hi n gs/
e v e nts/ p e o pl e of c ult ur al si g nifi c a n c e

• M ar k e d cr oss w al ks at all 4 i nt ers e cti o n 
cr ossi n gs a n d mi d- bl o c k cr ossi n gs

• R e d u c e d v e hi cl e s p e e ds

• A d diti o n al si d e w al k a m e niti es, i n cl u di n g str e et 
tr e es, w e at h er c o v eri n gs, s e ati n g, e y e-l e v el art, 
a n d b ett er d esi g n e d p at hs i n p ar ks (i. e., m or e 

ali g n e d wit h s h ort c uts a n d “ d esir e p at hs”)

    

M O VE S M A RT
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   Bike Net work

St u di es c o n d u ct e d o v er t h e p ast t w o d e c a d es 

c o nsist e ntl y s h o w t h at bi k e l a n es, w h e n d o n e as 

p art of a c o n n e ct e d n et w or k, h a v e e n vir o n m e nt al, 

c o n g esti o n-r e d u ci n g, a n d als o e c o n o mi c b e n efits 

f or D o w nt o w n b usi n ess es. Ot h er d o w nt o w ns 

ar o u n d t h e w orl d wit h si mil ar cli m at es, s m all 

str e ets, a n d st e e p hills h a v e s u c c essf ull y 

e m br a c e d c y cli n g o n a l ar g e s c al e. T o s e e a 

m ass m o v e m e nt t o w ar d c y cli n g, f or c o m m ut ers 

a n d r esi d e nts, ur g e nt c o m pl eti o n of a n All 

A g es a n d A biliti es ( A A A) N et w or k n e e ds t o b e 

c o m pl et e d. T h e n et w or k m ust h a v e b ot h k e y 

n ort h-s o ut h a n d e ast- w est bi k e l a n e c o n n e ct ors 

t h at ar e p h ysi c all y s e p ar at e d a n d pr ot e ct e d fr o m 

v e hi c ul ar tr a ffi c. T h e D o w nt o w n n et w or k s h o ul d 

c o n n e ct wit h c o m m ut er bi k e l a n es t o b ot h t h e 

N ort h a n d S o ut h E n ds.

   Transportation Hub

Ur b a n tr a nsit t er mi n als ar e a k e y pi e c e 

of i nfr astr u ct ur e, w hi c h s h o ul d s er v e as a 

D o w nt o w n’s d esti n ati o n p oi nt, a n d ti e i n all 

m o d es of n o n- c ar tr a ns p ort ati o n, i n cl u di n g b us, 

bi k e, a n d f err y. A k e y c o m p o n e nt of t h e pri oriti es 

i n t his Visi o n p oi nt t o w ar ds s e ei n g at l e ast  

o n e of t h es e h u bs/t er mi n als i n D o w nt o w n 

H alif a x. Wit h a r e q uir e d r e- d esi g n of t h e F err y 

Ter mi n al t o a c c o m m o d at e t h e n e w B e df or d  

f err y, t his is t h e ti m e t o st u d y a n d d et er mi n e  

t h e sit e a n d s c al e of s u c h a f a cilit y. 
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OTHER I MPORTANT INITIATIVES
T his Visi o n is f o c us e d o n i niti ati v es t h at will m o v e D o w nt o w n H alif a x f or w ar d. 

Alt h o u g h n ot all t h es e i d e as ar e n e w, t h e i nt e nt w as t o c o n c e ntr at e o n pri oriti es  

t h at h a d y et t o b e a cti v at e d at t h e ti m e of writi n g.

It is i m p ort a nt t o a c k n o wl e d g e t h at t h er e ar e s e v er al i m p ort a nt pr oj e cts alr e a d y 

u n d er w a y, a n d t h e m o m e nt u m f or t h e m m ust c o nti n u e. T h es e pr oj e cts i n cl u d e: 

• M o vi n g P ort of H alif a x c o nt ai n ers o ut of t h e S o ut h E n d c o nt ai n er  

t er mi n al b y r ail r at h er t h a n tr u c k 

• Hi g h s p e e d f err y s er vi c e b et w e e n B e df or d a n d D o w nt o w n H alif a x

• Di s c o v er H alif a x’s I nt e gr at e d T o uri s m Str at e g y

• T h e w or k of t h e J oi nt R e gi o n al Tr a n s p ort ati o n A g e n c y

• C o g s w ell Di stri ct

• S c oti a b a n k C e ntr e M o difi c ati o n s

• H R M’s P erf or mi n g a n d Vi s u al Arts V e n u e St u d y

• D o w nt o w n H erit a g e C o n s er v ati o n Di stri cts

•  H R M P u bli c S af et y Str at e g y

• R e d e v el o p m e nt of t h e T urr et Art S p a c e  

(f or m erl y T h e K h y b er)

S o m e of t h e p h ot o gr a p h s c o nt ai n e d i n t hi s 
d o c u m e nt ar e f or i n s pir ati o n al p ur p o s e s 

o nl y a n d m a y n ot d e pi ct a ct u al l o c ati o n s i n 
D o w nt o w n H alif a x. T h e r e m ai ni n g p h ot o gr a p h s 

ar e eit h er o w n e d b y D o w nt o w n H alif a x  
B u si n e s s C o m mi s si o n a n d/ or t h eir p art n er s. 
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D O W N T O W N H A LI F A X B U SI N E S S C O M MI S SI O N

1 5 4 6 B arri n gt o n Str e et, S uit e 1 0 4 
H allif a x, N o v a S c oti a, C a n a d a  B 3J 3 X 7  

9 0 2. 4 2 3. 6 6 5 8 • i nf o @ d o w nt o w n h alif a x. c a

d o w nt o w n h alif a x. c a



d o w nt o w n h alif a x. c a/ vi si o n 2 0 3 0

1

     A DESTINATION   •  IN CLU SIVE  •  IM AGIN ABLE  •  PRO SPEROU S  •  SAFE  •  CON N
ECTE

D   •
  SU

RP

RIS
IN G

  • 
 VI

BR
AN

T  
•  
TI
M
E-

HO
NO

UR
ED

M O V E
S M A R T

E V E R Y B O D Y’ S  
N EI G H B O U R H O O D

E N T E R T AI N M E N T 
C E N T R A L

H A R B O U R  

3 6 5




