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pence a day and had command of three
police constables.

From its founding Halifax’s popu-
laticn and prosperity had ebbed and
flowed with war. Prosperity came in-
deed during the long war with Revolu-
tionary France and Napoleon from 1793
to 1815, when it was said Halifax’s
streets were paved with gold. But with
peace came a deep depression. Yet, also,
with peace came what has been called
an intellectual awakening when Nova
Scotians soughi, in the words of a
former Provincial Archivist, D.C.
Harvey, “to overhaul the entire ship of
state, from the keel of commerce to the
captain on the bridge”. No institution
was mote in need of reform than Hali-
fax’s governance by appointed magis-
trates.

As owner and editor of the
Novascotian newspaper, the youthful
Joseph Howe had the mcans to arouse
the populace against the prevailing
abuses. In November 1834 and January
18335, he published two letters, signed
“The People”, but written by his friend
(George Thompson, with sweeping in-
dictments of the magistrates’
maladminigtration. When the second
letter accused them of taking “from the
pockets of the poor and distressed at
least £1000” annually for the last thirty
years and pocketing it themselves, the
offecnded magistrates charged Howe
with publishing a criminal libel.

All the lawyers Howe ¢consulted
told him that as the libel law then Tcad,
he had no chance. Howe chose to de-
fend himself. In a packed and sympa-
thetic courtroomn (now the Legislative

Library in Provinee Housc}, lor over six
and half hours of rousing and often witty
oratory, Howe laid barc the corruption
and incompetence of the whole body of
magistrates. Although Chief Justice
Brenton Haulliburton advised the jury
that under the law Howe was guilty, it
took barely ten minutes to find Howe
not guilty to loud cheers from the on-
lookers.

Howe’s triumphant victory led to
his clection 10 the House of Assembly
and lcadership of the Reformers, who
sought constimnional reform and an cnd
to oligarchical rule by the Council of
Twelve. Halifax’s incorporation now
became a major goal for Reformers.
They succeeded finally when An Act to
Incorporate the Town of Halifax passed
on 10 April 1841,

Halifax’s first civic clection was
held on 12 May. After the polls closed
The Times newspaper reported:

the candidates... did the thing
handsomely by their supporters
and many were the boitles of cham-
pagne cracked in their respective
houses, in honor of the City of Hali-
fax—and many have been the prog-
nostications since of improvements
that are to be made within the mu-
nicipal bounds.

Next morning the newspapets car-
ried the resulis, heartily approving of the
waorthy 1nen elected. With the exception
of one lawyer, all the other eleven
elected were merchants. Among them
were such notable naines as Alexander
Keith, John Duffus, Cdward Allison,
James Tremain, Stephen Binney, and

John Leander Starr and Hugh Bell, the
last wo were members of the province’s
Legislative Council,

Bosperin ¢ Halifax and a
Coat of Arms

Creating an urban infrastructurc
did not come without difficulty. By mid-
century, Halifax had, howevcr, such
much-needed civic improvements as
dependable piped water supply, street
cleaning, sewers and inud-free
sidewalks, befitting a community of
some 20,000. With increasing wealth,
much of it from expanding mercantile
seaborne trading in the great age of sail,
came renewed confidence in Halifax’s
destiny as a metropolitan centre. After
some thirty years of construction, the
completion of the imposing star-shaped
masonry fortification on Citadel Hill
demenstrated Halifax’s sirategic signifi-
cance for British imperial defence.
Rudyard Kipling called Halifax *“War-
den of the Honour of the North”,

Tts prospering seaport and military
importance were symbolically linked in
the City’s Coat of Arms granted in 1860.
It displayed a fisherman with 4 cod fish
in his right hand and a Naval seaman as
supporters of a blue shield consisting
of a gold kingfisher (an heraldic syin-
bol for the fishing industry) surmounted
by a golden mural crown in the form of
an embattled wall, a device widely used
in civic heraldry., On a ribbon at the
shield’s base was the City’s motto
E MARI MERCES (“WEALTH FROM
THE SEA™).
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A New City Hall

This confidence and prosperity,
symbolized by the Coat of Arms, found
solid expression in such new buildings,
all in stone, as the Halifax Club on
Hollis Street, 4 Customs House and Post
Office (today the Art Gallery of Nova
Scotia), and after the great 1859 fire,
the rebuilding of business premises on.
Granville Strect. But as Haligonians rec-
ognized, especially alter they saw Saint
John, Montreal and Ortawa all build new
city halls during 1870%, Halifax still had
to make do with civic offices in the old
court house erected in 1810 on the wa-
terfront. Never the ideal, as the ycars
passed the old court house, disparag-
ingly referred to as the “Temple”, be-
came more and more inconvenicnt, with
overcrowding and a roof that continued
to leak for years, or as a contemporary
so elegantly described it: as “a trifle
porous”.

If Halifax citizens were united in
the need for a new city hall, they were
equally emphatic that it should be sited
on the north end of the Grand Parade.
But an ongoing dispute with Dalhousie
College over ownership of the north end
of the Parade seemed beyond resohution.
In 1879, a commiitee appointed to con-
sider questions surrounding the Grand
Parade reported that it had been unable
to reach an agreement with Dalhousie
College, which had demanded that the
City, in essence, renounce its whole case
for ownership. In reply, tho committee
submitted that for upwards of sixty years
the public had “free usc and possession”
of the space with free right of way and
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