P.O.Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5 Canada

Item No. 16.1

Request for Council’s Consideration

X  Included on Agenda O Added Item O Request from the Floor
(Notice of Motion given (Submitted to Municipal
January 9, 2024) Clerk’s Office by Noon
Monday)

Date of Council Meeting: February 6, 2024

Subject: Wildland Urban Interface Preparedness Strategies Report

Motion for Council to Consider:

THAT Halifax Regional Council direct the Chief Administrative Officer (CAQ) to consider the information
contained in the Department of Natural Resources and Renewables Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act (FOIPOP) report and the RCMP Access to Information and Privacy (ATIP) report
when preparing the staff report with respect to Wildland Urban interface Preparedness Strategies.

Reason:

As HRM staff continue to compile documents necessary to appropriately assess the administrative and
legislative response to Nova Scotia’s largest mass evacuation of people in recent history, it is incumbent
upon decision makers to ensure all information is scoured for gaps in process, resources, and legislation
to ensure a better and more effective response to emergencies in the future. The Nova Scotia Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIPOP) Act provides a formal process to obtain access to records
under the control of the provincial government. In response to a formal request, documents were released
by the province, which contain important information for the municipality to include with HRM’s Wildland
Urban Interface Preparedness Strategies Report.

In addition, the Government of Canada’s Access to Information and Privacy Act (ATIP) aims to enhance
the accountability and transparency of federal institutions to promote an open and democratic society and
to enable public debate on the conduct of those institutions. Documents released by the Government of
Canada’s Access to Information and Privacy Branch include important communications between police,
provincial and municipal staff and emergency management leaders on the fire investigation, resources
available to emergency personnel, the evacuate process over 16,000 people, and more vital information
for HRM staff to assess in making policy decisions to better prepare for the next disaster.

Outcome Sought:
Inclusion and consideration of provincial FOIPOP and federal ATIP reports within HRM’s Wildland Urban
Interface Preparedness Strategies Report.

Moved by District

Councillor Pam Lovelace 13




From: Jreige, Patricia H

Sent: Meon, 29 May 2023 15:53:45 +0000

To: glen.byrne @rcmp-gre.ge.ca;chris.marshall@rcmp-gre.ge.ca

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H

Subject: FW: NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Update on Wildfires in Halifax

Regicnal Municipality, Shelburne County

FY[: our update below

-----0Original Message-----

From: CNS Release <release{@gov.ns.ca>

Sent; Monday, May 29, 2023 12:50 PM

To: Ireige, Patricia H <Patricia.Jreige(@novascotia.ca>

Subject: NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Update on Wildfires in Halifax Regicnal Municipality,
Shelbume County

NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Update on Wildfires in Halifax Regional Municipality, Shelburne
County

Westwood Hills, Tantallon, wildfire update:

-- the wildfire, estimated to cover 788 hectares, is out of control

-- crews on scene include 32 from the Depariment of Natural Resources and Renewables (DNRR), 170 from Halifax
Repional Municipality (HRM) and seven from the Department of National Defence

-- 30 HRM fire trucks, two DNRR helicopters and one water bomber from Newfoundland and Labrador also on
scene

-- winds expected to gust up to 40 km/h throughout today, so fire may spread further south

-- various structures in the community may be damaged.

This is a rapidly moving fire. People are asked to please remain away from the area.

Other up-to-date information on the ongoing fire is available at

https.//can{ 1 .safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url-https%e3 A%2F%2Fwww halifax.ca%2F & data—05%7C01%7CP
atricia. Jreige%sdUnovascotia.ca%7C2b27chebbebf4392ba3008db605ce243%7CReb233 1 3ce754345a56a297a2412b4
db%%7C0%7C0%7C638209724260216191%7CUnknown%%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWoiMCdwLjAwMDAILCIQIjo
IV2IuMzHLCIBTI6Ik Tha WwiLCIXVCToMn0%3D%% 7C 3000% 7C% 7C% 7C & sdata TKKQP1%2 BnK WU X mDJW
seRqbsgUCOppPRAaz)3lkumlLss%3D&reserved—0 and by following @htxgov on social media,

Barrington Lake, Shelburne County, wildfire update;

-- the wildfire, covering about 6,270 hectares, is out of control

-- 40 DNRR staff, more than 40 volunteer firefighters, two DNRR helicopters and one water bomber from
Newfoundland and Labrador on scene

-- some structures have been destroyed and others are threatened, but there are no firm derails on the nurmnbers yet.

People are asked to please remain away from the area. Evacuation information is available at:

hiips://can01.safelinks . protection.outlook.com/?url=https %3 A% 2F%2Fwww. facchook.com%2Fshelburneemodrdata
=05%7C01%7CPatricia.Jreige%40novascotia.ca%7C2b2 7cbebbe6f4392bal008db605ce243%7CReb23313¢e75434
5a56a297a2412bddb%7C0%TCO%TC638209724260216191%7CUnknown’7CTWFpbGZsb3d8evIWIjoiMC4wL
AWMDAILCIOQIoiV2IuMzIILCIBTil6Ik lhaWwil CIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C& sdata=e3fM Anzay

ZEWXT7Jo2ACFzm7MZdaTPzUQYINXIvvidhE%3D& reserved=0

The next update on these fires is expected later this afternoon.

Quick Facts:
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-- people should not operate drones over a forest fire; drones can interfere with the suppression effort and pose a
danger to aircraft and first responders

-- people should only call 911 if their health or safety is threatened and they need immediate help; for non-
emergencies in HRM related to the police, people can call 902-490-5016

Additional Resources:;

More information and ongoing updates related to the wildfires is available at:

https://cani) 1.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url—https %3 A%2F%2 Fnovascotia.ca® 2 Falerts %2 F& data—05%7C0
1% 7CPatricia. Jreige¥ed40novascotia.ca¥7C2b2 7¢bebbe6i4 392ba 008dbo05cc 24 3% 7C8cb233 13cc754345a56a297a
2412b4db%% 7C 0% 7C0H%7C638209724260216191%7CUnknown%7CTWEpbGZsb3d8evI WoiMC4wLiAwMDAIL
CIQLjoiV2IluMzIILCIBTiI6Ik 1 haWwilL CIXVCI6Mn0%3 D% 7C3000%7C% 7C % 7C &sdata=dvA 1 9CAxvyS3cOR4
gvOW2%2BANrOL1%2BunRVEY%2F2M2hOrool % 3D& rescrved=0

-30-
Media Contact: Patricia Jreige

Cell: 902-718-7866
Email: Patricia.Jreige@novascotia.ca

**end of message**
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

FYI

MacDougall, Heather
Wed, 31 May 2023 14:51:01 +0000
Gatien, Karen M;Geddes, Peter;Poirier, Adele;Delorey, Steven J

W]
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From: Poirier, Adele

Sent: Wed, 31 May 2023 18:11:21 +0000

To: DNRR_AIl

Subject: FW: NATURAL RESQURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

Helle everyone...
Here's another update in the wildfire work...

-----0Original Message-----

From: CNS Release <release{@gov.ns.ca>

Sent; Wednesday, May 31, 2023 3.08 PM

To: Poirier, Adele <Adele.Poirier{@novascotia.ca>

Subject: NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

To help avoid any new wildfires, the Province is increasing the fine for breaking the provincewide burn ban to
$25,000.

"We need all Nova Scotians to take the wildfire situation as seriously as we are. We are still finding cases of illegal
burning,. and it has to stop," said Tory Rushton, Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables. "We're taking every
measure to prevent new fires from starting. All Nova Scotians need to do their part - follow the burn ban, stay out of
the woods and help keep your tamilies and communities safe.”

The fine, which is set in the Forest Fire Protection Regulations, had been $237.50. Penalties are levied through
summary offence tickets issued by police, conservation or other law enforcement officers. The burn ban is in place
until June 25 or until conditions allow it to be lifted.

The increased fine does not apply to the ban on entering the woods. The fine for violating that ban is §237.50.
While most provincial and municipal parks remain open, wooded areas are off limits, so provincial parks that are

primarily trails are closed. A list follows this release and information is being added to the website:
hitps://can{ 1 safelinks . protection.outlook.com/?url—https%e3 A% 2F%2 Fparks.novascotia,ca%2F &data—05%7C01%7

CKaren.Gatien%40novascotia.ca®7C00d62ed0ac624238R%¢dd08db62027010%7C8eb23313¢e7543454562297a2412
bddb%%7C0%7C0%7C6358211534867861503%7C Unknown%% 7C TWERbGZsb3d8evIWjoiMCAwLiAWMDAILCIO
loiV2IuMzLLCIBTil61k Tha WwiLCIXVCToMn0% 3D 7C 3000%: 7 Co%T7C% 70 & sdata— % 2FmiBETrA3e4 AQ%%2Fh
HIIVMajeyHMiJiaBxSrix 7% 2BK%2FM S ¢%3 D& reserved—0 .

Department of Natural Resources and Renewables shooting ranges are also closed.

Additional Resources:

Burn restrictions:
hiips://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnovascotia.ca%2Fbumsale%2F & dala=05%7
C01%7CKaren.Gatien%40novascotia.ca%7C00d62ed0ac6242388¢dd08db62027010%7C8eb23313¢ce754345a56a29
7a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638211534867861503%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyIWIjoiMCAwLjAwMD

AILCIO01V2IuMzliLCIBTil61k 1 haWwiL CIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C &sdata=Yr6a23y3iLxEFNb

wsYFDkwHAZASHiSsopw%2FUb3F281%63D & reserved=0

Restrictions on entering the woods:

https://cani 1.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url—https%63 A%2F%2Fnovascotia.ca%2Fnews%2Frelease%2F%3F
id%3D20230530003& data—05%7C0 1 %7CKaren.Gatien%edUnovascotia.ca%7C00d62ed0ac6242388cdd08db6 20270
10%7C8eb23313¢e754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C638211534867861503%7CUnknown%7CTWFEpbG

Zsb3d8evIWljoiMC4wLiAwMDAILCIQNjoiV2IuMzIiILCIBTil61k 1haWwiLCIX Y CloMn0%3 D% 7C3000%7C%7
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From: Fraser, Orlando

Sent: Wed, 31 May 2023 18:17:12 +0000

To: Crichton, Hayley;Skinner, Tina M

Subject: FW: Authorities for Wildfire Violations

Attachments: May 2023 Travel Restriction Zone Proclamation 2023 v2.pdf, FINAL Fire Ban

Parks Proclamation May 2023 v2 Province Wide.pdf

Good afternoon,

| was asked to reach out and provide information on the current fire proclamations made pursuant to
the Forests Act. There are police agencies inquiring.

First. | attached the current proclamations in effect, one for a fire ban and the other for travel
restrictions.

QOur Conservation Officer Service is taking a zero-tolerance approach on violations of these
proclamations. We are using the following charge sections under the Forests Act:

Tgniting fire in woods or within 242y $237.5
1000 ft. of woods when fire 0
proclamation is in effect

Entering woods without 25(1 $180.0
forest travel permit when ) 0
travel proclamation is in

effect

The Premier just announced a $25.000 fine for
failing to comply with the fire ban. [’'m awaiting
on the process as [ believe the SOT Summary 1s
being amended to reflect.

From the Forests Act

Fire proclamation

24 (1) Notwithstanding any other
provision of this Act, the Minister may,
whenever the Minister deems it necessary
for the protection of woods, by
proclamation, prohibit the setting of fires
for any purpose in woods or within one
thousand feet of woods in any part or parts
of the Province during the period specified
in the proclamation.

(2) Where a proclamation is made
pursuant to subsection (1), no person shall
ignite or cause to be ignited a fire in the
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attachments. Delete this message immediately from your system and notify the sender by e-mail or telephone that you have
done so. Thank you.
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N.S. Reguiations 9 ‘{AQZB
FILED

pate May 3/ 20273
RACHEL L JONES
REQISTRAR OF REGULATIONE:

Order

Made under Section 8 of Chapter 450
of the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1989,
the Summary Proceedings Act

1, Brad Johns, Attomey General and Minister of Justice for the Province of Nova Scotia, pursuant
to Section 8 of Chapter 450 of the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1989, the Sunumary
Proceedings Act, effective on and after the date of this order, hereby

(a) amend Schedule 12 to the Summary Offence Tickets Regulations, N.S. Reg. 281/2011,
made by order of the Attorney General and Minister of Justice dated October 4, 2011,
respecting the designation of certain offences under the Forests Act as summary offence
ticket offences, in the manner set forth in the attached Schedule “A™; and

{b)  order and direct that the penalty to be entered on a summons in respect of an offence set
out in amendments to the schedules to the Summary Offence Tickets Regulations, N.S.
Reg. 281/2011, as set forth in the attached Schedule “A”, is the out-of-court settlement
amount listed in the out-of-court settlement column set out opposite the description for
the offence, and includes the charge provided for in, and in accordance with, Sections 8
and 9 of the Act.

Dated and made M ay, 31 , 2023, at Halifax, Halifax Regional Municipality,

Province of Nova Scotia.

Honourable Brad +bhns
Attorney General and Minister of Justice
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Schedule “A”

Amendment to the Summary Offence Tickets Regulations
made by the Attorney General and Minister of Justice pursuant to Section 8
of Chapter 450 of the Revised Statutes of Nova Scotia, 1989,
the Summary Proceedings Act

Schedule 12 to the Summary Offence Tickets Regulations, N.S. Reg. 281/2011, made by order of
the Attomey General and Minister of Justice dated October 4, 2011, is amended by striking out
“$237.50” in the out-of-court settlement column in item 8 and substituting “$28 872.50".

Schedule “A™: Pagr-.:_z of 1
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From: Poirier, Adele

Sent: Wed, 31 May 2023 18:11:21 +0000

To: DNRR_AIl

Subject: FW: NATURAL RESCURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

Helle everyone...
Here's another update in the wildfire work...

-----0Original Message-----

From: CNS Release <release{@gov.ns.ca>

Sent; Wednesday, May 31, 2023 3.08 PM

To: Poirier, Adele <Adele.Poirier{@novascotia.ca>

Subject: NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

NATURAL RESOURCES/RENEWABLES--Increased Fine for Breaking Burn Ban

To help avoid any new wildfires, the Province is increasing the fine for breaking the provincewide burn ban to
$25,000.

"We need all Nova Scotians to take the wildfire situation as seriously as we are. We are still finding cases of illegal
burning, and it has to stop," said Tory Rushton, Minister of Natural Resources and Renewables. "We're taking every
measure to prevent new fires from starting. All Nova Scotians need to do their part - follow the burn ban, stay out of
the woods and help keep your tamilies and communities safe.”

The fine, which is set in the Forest Fire Protection Regulations, had been $237.50. Penalties are levied through
summary offence tickets issued by police, conservation or other law enforcement officers. The burn ban is in place
until June 25 or until conditions allow it to be lifted.

The increased fine does not apply to the ban on entering the woods. The fine for violating that ban is §237.50.

While most provincial and municipal parks remain open, wooded areas are off limits, so provincial parks that are
primarily trails are closed. A list follows this release and information is being added to the website:

https://can1 safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url—https %3 A%2F%,2 Fparks.novascotia.ca%2F &data—05%7C01 %7
COrlando.FraserfodOnovascotia.ca®7C00d62ed0ac6242388¢dd08db62027010%7C8eb233 13¢e754345a564297a24
12b4db%7C 0% 7C0%7C638211534869237776% 7C Unknown% 7CTWEpbGZsb3d8eyvI WijoiMC4wL jAwMDAILC
JOTjoiV2luMzIL CIBTil6Ik lhaWwiLCIXVCIoMn0%3D%7C3000% 7C%7C% 7C &sdata—rUTTS¢Ltd2dFnTSnOQO %
2FCWp%2F2S8 AVMLCD3YxTOTvrDelM%3D&reserved—0 ,

Department of Natural Resources and Renewables shooting ranges are also closed.

Additional Resources:

Burn restrictions:
hiips://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnovascotia.ca%2Fbumsale%2F & dala=05%7
C01%7C0Orlando.Fraser%40novascotia.ca%7C00d62ed0ac6242388cdd08db62027010%7C8eb23313¢ce754345a56a
297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0%7C6382115348692377760%7CUnknown%7C TWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwM

DAILCIOIj0iV2IuMzliLCIBTil61k 1 haWwiL CIXVC16Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C &sdata=MMqUjHmD{4

%2Bc7rxSx IPbWyV7q33VyvigJLO80eqe 1df4%3 D& reserved=0

Restrictions on entering the woods:

https://canl 1.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url—https%63A%2F%2Fnovascotia.ca%2Fnews%2Frelease%2F%3F

id%3D20230330003&data—05%7C01%7COrlando. Fraser%40novascotia.ca®7C00d62ed0ac6242388¢cdd08db6202

7010%7CReb23313¢e754345a56a297a2412b4db%7C0%7C0O%7CH38211534869237776%7CUnknown%7CTWEpb

GZsb3dRevIWljoiMCAwLjAWMDAILCIOLjoiV2IluMzlil CIBTil61k 1 haWwil CIXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%
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Marla Maclnnis

Manager, Media Relations

Province of Nova Scotia

t: 802-499-6428 | e: marla.macinnis@novascotia.ca







From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Fraser, Orlando
Fri, 2 Jun 2023 09:20:33 +0000
Gatien, Karen M

Fwd: |16

2023-094.pdf
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15(1}4f) 2001} ; 15(1}a), 15(1)}d)




T5(1)(F). 20(1); 15(1}a), 15(1)d)

Fage b4
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15(1Hf) 2001} ; 15(1}a), 15(1)(d)

Thanks,
Gui

Corporal Guillaume Tremblay | Caporal Guillaume Tremblay

Halifax District Public Information Officer | Agent d’information publique District d'Halifax,
Strategic Communications | Communications stratégiques

Royal Canadian Mounted Police — Nova Scotia | Gendarmerie Royale du Canada — Nouvelle-Ecosse
guillaume.c.tremblay@rcmp-grc.gc.ca

802-720-5835

802-499-6542 (m)
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If yes, what are the potential charges and range of penalties?

Thanks,

0{1}
The Chronicle Herald

2001}
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Google Earth
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From: Fraser, Orlando
Sent: Wed, 7 Jun 2023 16:57:50 +0000
To: Wadden, Devon;Locke, Tim C;Gatien, Martin J;Bond, Jody;Chisholm, Dale

J;Bower, Rachel M;Fitzgerald, Johnny R;Magliaro, Kyle;Dean, Ally;Kennedy, Carl F;Sutherland, Shirley-
Ann;Potter, Ryan;MacGillivray, Hugh B;Caverhill, Kerry

Cc: Clsen, Sandra D;MacKay, Troy;Cleaves, Jason
Subject: Re: draft plan
Attachments: Road ClLosures ShelBarr June 6 v2 (005}.docx, GoogleEarth_Image.jpg,

Roadblock with Enforcement {(2023.06.07).kmz

Updated version. Delete other versions please.

Please meet Devon at the Shelburne High School by 1830 hrs. Tonight, Devon we’ll review assigned
locations and assist getting you in place. | attached a location mapping and a link that shows the
remaining location of Middle Clyde which is absent on the jpg.

Shift contacts will do the same for the remaining nights, meeting at the high school by 1830 hrs.

There’s no requirement to check in with ICin Shelburne. | did notify them of your presence and contact
information. Cnce you receive your assigned locations, please liaise with TPW at the locations and
ensure they have your contact info. Some of you will support a few side road closures.

Please run questions through shift contacts and we’ll get you answers.
Thank you everyone!
Good morning,

Planning for CO supports is still underway. I'm not in control of the result folks, but | will share what |
sent to the Provincial Coordination Center as an FYI.

1. Shift contacts were required to liaise with RCMP on duty or call to report any traffic breaches
into closed areas. Highlighted in attached.

2. The ICis yet to be determined and your location and time to report into is TBA. I'd be ready for
1830 in Shelburne if | were to guess.

3. Contact information of others present will be supplied as | receive.

4. TPW will be present at all locations and will have barricades and staff resource to prevent
people from travelling into closed areas. We will support as required.

5. Take food and beverages with you. | grouped you in a manner that you can support each other
for comfort breaks.

b. Ensure you speak to each TPW worker at your location. Introductions, contact information.
They should have your contact info as attached, but let’s confirm.

7. We'll be receiving maps of the coverage areas today.

Devon, Tim: You'll likely have to assist with directing/locating officers at areas until all are familiar.




































See the request from Charcy at DOJ. You can report back to me as overall lead and | will report to Charcy
and those in the email chain here.

Thank you.

Orlando

From: Marchand, Charcy <Charcy.Marchand@novascotia.ca>

Sent: Wednesday, lune 7, 2023 6:50 PM

To: Naime, Gavin <Gavin.Naime@novascotia.ca>; White, Buffy L <Buffy.White@novascotia.ca>; Mew,
Jason C <Jason.Mew@novascotia.ca>; Young, lamie P <Jamie.Young@novascotia.ca>; Deveau, Guy F
<Guy.Deveau@novascotia.ca»; Mason, Paul <Paul.Mason@ngovascotia.ca»; Burgess, Scott
<Scott,Burgess@ novascotia.ca>; Fraser, Orlando <Orlando.Fraser@novascotia.ca>; Delano, Gordon D
<Gordon.Delano@novascotia.ca>

Cc: TIR EMO Support Group <tir_emo@novascotia.ca>; EMO Provincial Coordination Centre NS
<PCC@novascotia.ca>; Crichton, Hayley <Hayley.Crichton@novascotia.ca>

Subject: RE: HWY 103 Reopening Plan for June 7, 2023

Orlando & Phil — please ask your shift supervisors report back at the end of their shifts to detail any
feedback required for changes to the security/peace officer plan. Can you ensure they report back on
what’s worked and what hasn’t worked with the plan, and if the private security was effective for the
intended purpose.

Please ensure your shift leads collaborate with the DPW Operations Supervisor to determine where
security should be allocated to support this operation.

Please see below for the contact information for the Security teams. Additionally, | have re-attached the
Protocols for peace officers and private security. The 7pm briefing at exit 30 will be to identify the
contact points for the shift leads and DPW Operations Supervisors {each night}.

Northeastern Protection

Kunal Sharma (team lead) - 437-213-3554
Naresh Mehra - 902-915-3302

Navjot Singh - 647-292-8523

Securitas Security
Mohhamad Shiblee (team lead) — 902- 449-5303
Liston Vogel - 902 956-0543

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.

Thanks!
Charcy

From: Naime, Gavin <Gavin.Naime@novascotia.ca>

Sent: Wednesday, Jlune 7, 2023 6:27 PM

To: White, Buffy L <Buffy. White@novascotia.ca>; Mew, Jason C <lason.Mew@novascotia.ca>; Young,
Jamie P <Jamie.Young@novascotia.ca>; Deveau, Guy F <Guy.Deveau@novascotia.ca>; Mason, Paul
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<Jamie.Young@novascotia.ca>; Fraser, Orlando <Orlando.Fraser@novascotia.ca»; Delano, Gordon D
<Gordon.Delano@novascotia.ca>

Cc: Deveau, Guy F <Guy.Deveau@novascotia.ca>; White, Buffy L <Buffy. White@novascotia.ca>; Mason,
Paul <Paul.Mason@novascotia.cax»

Subject: Hello All - Request received to allow Health Care workers through the barricades to report to
work. (Nighttime only at this time)

Hello All,

PW received a request to allow Health Care workers through the barricades to report to work
during the nighttime only. As there were no concerns from any of our agencies, Health Care workers
will be allowed to transit the area while being escorted.

Please advise if you have any issues or concerns, thank you.

Cheers,

Jason

Page 101















Page 106

PW received a request to allow Health Care workers through the barricades to report to work
during the nighttime only. As there were no concerns from any of our agencies, Health Care workers
will be allowed to transit the area while being escorted.

Please advise if you have any issues or concerns, thank you.

Cheers,

Jason
























Thank you
Mark

e BCMP.GBC e

Staff Sergeant Mark MacPherson
Detachment Commander
Shelburne Detachment

199 Harriet Street

Shelburne NS

BOT 1WQ
mark.macpherson@recmp-gre.ge.ca

Office: {902) 875-2490
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I reached out to you yesterday but received a call this afternoon from the DNRR conscrvation
officer/investigator Chris MacLean who's copied on this email.

15011y 1401} 15(1}a), 20(1} ; 151N ) 15(1)(d)

What are your thoughts about acting on this plan? Do you have any oppositions or input? Otherwise is it
possible for McClean and 1 to mect with you next week?



IS(1) (Y 1401} 1501 }a), 20¢1}  15¢1}c }; 15(1}(d)

Thanks for your time.

Detective constable D Clowater
Halifax Regional Police
CID/GIS Squad 2
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From: Jreige, Patricia H

Sent: Wed, 28 Jun 2023 15:43:09 +0000

To: Rushton, Tory;Gatien, Karen M

Cc: Geddes, Peter;Jreige, Patricia H;Boone, Shelly;McKeage, Susan M;Cuvelier,
Pauline;Bolger, Joanne E

Subject: FOR APPROVAL - Tantallon wildfire investigation media call - Global

And another for approval!

Outlet/Reporter: Global News 420}
Reporter's questions: | understand from HRM Fire that DNRR is leading the investigation into the
wildfire in Tantallon. I'm wondering where that investigation is and when it’s expected to wrap up.
Strategy: Statement

Response: Investigations into the Tantallon wildfire is still ongoing. Outcomes of the investigation will be
led by the RCMP. At this point we can say that the wildfires were most likely caused by people in one
way or another, because there have been no reports of lightning strikes.









From: Rushton, Tory

Sent: Thu, 29 Jun 2023 17:07:10 +0000

To: Ireige, Patricia H;Gatien, Karen M

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H;Geddes, Peter;Boone, Shelly;Cuvelier, Pauline;Bolger, Joanne E
Subject: Re: FOR APPROVAL - Wildfire / Burn Ban media call - CBC Radio

Approved

From: Jreige, Patricia H <Patricia.Jreige@novascotia.ca>

Sent: Thursday, June 29, 2023 1:19:06 PM

To: Rushton, Tory <RUSHTCTC@novascotia.ca>; Gatien, Karen M <Karen.Gatien@novascotia.ca>

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H <Patricia.Jreige@novascotia.ca>; Geddes, Peter <Peter.Geddes@novascotia.ca>;
Boone, Shelly <Shelly.Boone@novascotia.ca>; Cuvelier, Pauline <Pauline.Cuvelier @ novascotia.ca>;
Bolger, Joanne E <loanne.Bolger@novascotia.ca>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL - Wildfire / Burn Ban media call - CBC Radio

Another for approval pleasc. Recommending an interview with Scott this aftcrnoon.

Z20(1
Outlet/Reporter: CBC Radio |

Reporter's questions: This Sunday 'm hosting TBC Radio's call-in show Maritime Connection. On the
show we're asking: "Is it time to rethink the regulations and culture around burning in the maritimes."
I'm hoping for 2 things from DNR if possible.

1) The latest information on the status of the investigation into the cause of the recent wildfires in Nova
Scotia - particularly the Barrington Lake fire and the Tantallon/Hammonds plains fire. If the investigation
is still with DNR and not handed over to the RCMP, that's fine of course. | just need the most up to date
info so I've got the right context for the show. Also, can people be held liable for the cost of firefighting
efforts? Would that be a charge given by the RCMP/law enforcement, or DNRR?

2) | would like to interview someone from DNR about what goes into the decision around burning
regulations. What factors are at play when it's decided to turn a particular area on the burn map from
green to yellow etc. I'd also like to talk about best practices when it comes to people burning brush on
their property. For instance, if the map is green but it's windy, should someone think twice about setting
a fire?

Ideally this interview can be done live on the air at around 4pm this Sunday. I'm sure many people will
have questions and it would be great if my guest could answer some of them. If that's not possible, I'm
open to making other arrangements.

Strategy: interview with Scott Tingley or Jim Rudderham

Response: DNRR has handed over its information to appropriate law enforcement (RCMP, conservation
officers, Office of the Fire Marshall}. The court may impose the full cost or any portion of the cost or
expense incurred by the Minister, Department, city, town, or municipality, in controlling or extinguishing
a fire, together with costs or expenses related to the loss of fibre and rehabilitation of the area burned
or for removing a fire hazard.

The daily burn ban restrictions are determined based on 31 scientific grade weather stations, which
have been strategically placed across the province to represent forest conditions. Each weather

station site adheres to the standards described by the weather guide for the Canadian Forest
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Fire Danger Rating System {CFFDRS} — a national system for rating the risk of forest fire in
Canada. One part of the CFFDRS is the Canadian Fire Weather Index System or more commonly
known as the FWI system. The system uses temperature, relative humidity (RH), wind speed,
and 24-hour rainfall to describe the first three components of the FWI system which are the
fuel moisture codes and provides for informed decision making when it comes to the Burn Safe
map. We also factor in current wildfire activity and demand on our firefighting resources when
applicable. Although the final product is a map which sets the restrictions by county, we look at
all weather stations within a surrounding county to produce the FWI| system codes and indices
to make informed decisions. More about the CFFDRS can be found here:
http://cwfis.cfs.nrcan.gc.ca/home
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Dave

From: McCurdy, Kara <Kara.McCurdy@novascotia.ca>
Sent: July 10, 2023 2:34 PM

To: Toope, Dave <dave.toope@rcmp-gre.ge.ca>
Subject: FW: Wildfires

I5(1) () 1401 1501 )a) 15(1Hc ), 15(1)(d)
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CID -General Investigation Section
Squad 2
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From: Jreige, Patricia H

Sent: Thu, 31 Aug 2023 11:05:33 +0000

To: Doane, Kim A

Cc: Boone, Shelly;Jreige, Patricia H;Delorey, Steven J;Boomer, Rachel A;Cuvelier,
Pauline;Bolger, Joanne E

Subject: FYl ONLY- Tantallon wildfire investigation - Saltwire

Again, this one is the same message used last week. Nothing new here. FYI only.

Patricia

Outlet/Reporter: Saltwire

Reporter's questions: and I'm working on a story for the Chronicle Herald about the Tantallon fire
investigation. | was given your contact by the Department of Natural Resources, and | gave your
number a call. I'd love to talk to you today about an update if that's possible.

Strategy: Statement

Response: Investigations into the wildfires are ongoing. The Wildfire Cause and Origin Reports were
completed by DNRR’s Forest Protection staff and referred to the Department’s Conservation Officer
Service. Evidence continues to be gathered and analyzed. For wildfires, DNRR’s Conservation Officers’
authority to lay charges is pursuant the Forests Act. Any criminal charges would be the responsibility of
police.















From: Rushton, Tory

Sent: Wed, 6 Sep 2023 16:51:56 +0000

To: Ireige, Patricia H;Geddes, Peter

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H;Poirier, Adele;Boone, Shelly;Cuvelier, Pauline;Bolger, Joanne E
Subject: Re: FOR APPROVAL - Wildfire investigation & cause and origin report - Halifax
Examiner

Good

From: Jreige, Patricia H <Patricia.Jreige@novascotia.ca>

Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 1:46:20 PM

To: Geddes, Peter <Peter.Geddes@ novascotia.ca»; Rushton, Tory <RUSHTOTO@ novascotia.ca>

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H <Patricia. Jreige@novascotia.ca>; Poirier, Adele <Adele.Poirier@novascotia.ca>;
Boone, Shelly <Shelly.Boone@novascotia.ca>; Cuvelier, Pauline <Pauline.Cuvelier @ novascotia.ca>;
Bolger, Joanne E <loanne.Bolger@novascotia.ca>

Subject: FOR APPROVAL - Wildfire investigation & cause and origin report - Halifax Examiner

Hi Minister,
Halifax Examiner has a follow-up question to their inquiry a couple of weeks ago on the wildfire
investigation. Response below for your approval please. I have also shared this response with RCMP

communications stafT,

Thanks
Patricia

Outlet/Reporter: Halifax Examiner —FO(”

Reporter's questions: | know | asked about this 10 days ago. But RCMP Cpl Chris Marshall clearly states
DNRR is in the driver's seat and the lead on this file. The initial report on the causes and origin of these
fires has been submitted to DNRR's conservation officers for more investigation and decision-making re
possible charges under the Forests Act. Today's article in Chronicle Herald says that report was dated
Aug 24. Do | need to file a FOIPOP to obtain that "causes and origin” Aug 24 report on the Barrington
Lake and Tantallon wildfires or is the Department willing to share with the public what you have
learned to date about how these 2 fires began? All we know for sure is that it was "human activity”.

I'm hoping DNRR will agree to send me the "causes and origins" report. | will indicate in any story | write
that the investigation is continuing and charges under the Forests Act is still a possibility.

Strategy: Statement

Response: The August 24 reference in today’s Chronicle Herald article was referring to the last
response | provided to media, including the Halifax Examiner, on that day. That was not the date of the
cause and origin report. Investigations into the wildfires are ongoing. The Department is not able to
release any information until the investigation is complete.
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From: Jreige, Patricia H

Sent: Wed, 6 Sep 2023 16:41:35 +0000

To: chris.marshall@rcmp-grc.ge.ca

Cc: Jreige, Patricia H;Poirier, Adele

Subject: Media response - Wildfire investigation & cause and origin report - Halifax
Examiner

Hi Chris,

We have a follow-up question from Halifax Examiner on the wildfire investigations. Please see our
proposed response below.
Thanks

Patricia

Outlet/Reporter: Halifax Exa miner—FO(”

Reporter's questions: | know | asked about this 10 days ago. But RCMP Cpl Chris Marshall clearly states
DNRR is in the driver's seat and the lead on this file. The initial report on the causes and origin of these
fires has been submitted to DNRR's conservation officers for more investigation and decision-making re
possible charges under the Forests Act. Today's article in Chronicle Herald says that report was dated
Aug 24. Do | need to file a FOIPOP to obtain that "causes and origin” Aug 24 report on the Barrington
Lake and Tantallon wildfires or is the Department willing to share with the public what you have
learned to date about how these 2 fires began? All we know for sure is that it was "human activity”.

I'm hoping DNRR will agree to send me the "causes and origins" report. | will indicate in any story | write
that the investigation is continuing and charges under the Forests Act is still a possibility.

Strategy: Statement

Response: The August 24t reference in today’s Chronicle Herald article was referring to the last
response | provided to media, including the Halifax Examiner, on that day. That was not the date of the
cause and origin report. Investigations into the wildfires are ongoing. The Department is not able to
release any information until the investigation is complete.
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Squad 2
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15(1)(f} 15(1)a), 2001} 1 15(1)Hc ) 15(1)(d)

I'm working 1700-0300 this week, Monday Tuesday and Friday Saturday so feel free to call me
any time or day and if | can't answer I'll get back to you, just leave a voice mail or text. 902-497-
0327.

Next week I'm in Tuesday-Friday 1500-0100.

If you need something delivered in person I'll arrange it or I'll pop in the office early and meet
you.

Detective Constable David Clowater
Halifax Regional Police

CID -General Investigation Section
Squad 2
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Withheld

15(1)(f) ; 15(1)(@) ; 20(1) ; 15(1)(c); 15(1)(d)




Your file Votre référence

Royal Canadian Gendarmerie royale
Mounted Police du Canada

Our file Notre référence

A-2023-10237

2023-12-12

ear [N

This is in response to your request under the Access to Information Act dated October 12", 2023 to obtain:

Please review the request for information regarding the Tantallon Wildfires investigation that started on May 28.2023.
Under the freedom of information act | am requesting this information be sent to me as there may be a class action
negligence lawsuit filed against the person who started this fire which caused hundreds of millions of dollars in
damages

RCMP Tantallon, Nova Scotia.

Re: Cause/criminal investigation into the wildfires in Tantallon, including the Department of Natural Resources

Report. Was the accused charged having a fire during a ban? or were fines laid?

Based on the information provided, a seaich for records was conducted in Tantallon, Nova Scotia. Please note that
some of the information qualifies for exemption pursuant to subsection 19(1) and subparagraph 16(1)(a)(i) of the Act.
Enclosed is a copy of all the information to which you are entitied. A description of the exemptions can be found at:
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/A-1.

Of note, subsection 19(2) was considered but does apply in this instance.

Please be advised that you are entitled to lodge a complaint with the Information Commissioner
Concerning the processing of your request within 60 days of receipt of this notice. In the event you decide to avail

yourself of this right, your notice of complaint should be addressed to:

Office of Information Commissioner of Canada
30 Victoria Street, 7% Floor
Gatineau, Quebec K1A 1H3

Should you wish to discuss this matter further, you may contact Steven McMurtry at steven.mcmurtry @rcmp-gre-
gc.ca. Please quote the file number appearing on this letter.

Regards,

Curtis Mathews, Director

Access to Information and Privacy Branch
Mailstop #61

73 Leikin Drive

Ottawa, Ontario K1A OR2

Canada ———
















































a i HRM POLICE
GENERAL OCCURRENCE HARDCOPY GO# HP 2023-62892

{\1 ji '\X (ASSIST OTH AGENCY (NON POLICE)) NO FURTHER ACTION
Not Approved

Author R68270 INGLES, RYAN
Related date/time MONDAY, 2023-JUN-05 07:52
2023/06/05 0752hrs.

(On May 28th, 2023, |, Cst. Ryan INGLES was on duty with the Lower Sackville RCMP. While on duty, the Tantallon RCMP
was responding to reports of a spreading fire in the Westwood neighbourhood of Upper Tantallon. Hearing that the fire was
quickly spreading, | headed towards Tantallon to assist, with supervisor approval.

Upon arriving on scene, Cst. Chelsea KENNEY, Cst. Scott MURRAY, Cst. Justin LAHAIE, Cst. Jeff REID and myself
crambled to begin evacuating homes in the neighbourhood as the fire quickly enveloped the neighbourhood, taking out

S
]forestry and structures.

Throughout the afternoon | continued evacuating houses, running door to door and driving through neighbourhoods,
ensuring every home had been evacuated.

As evacuation efforts continued in the Westwood subdivision, the fire jumped and began spreading at the next subdivision
over along Hammonds Plains Rd. Evacuations continued throughout the afternoon and into the evening. This consisted
of going door to door and ensuring there was no one remaining in residences, as well as directing traffic in a manner to

optimize efficiency to clear out the area of potential harm towards lives.

These efforts continued into dusk as the fire continued to spread down Hammonds Plains Road, jumping over to
[Yankeetown and over the Pockwock and Glen Arbour areas.

The fire extended out to the point of evacuation on Lucasville Rd. between Hammonds Plains Rd. and Old Sackville Rd.
| assisted with the evacuation of residents, taking said residents and pets to nearby warming shelters at the Beaver Bank
Kinsac Community Centre and the Canada Games Centre, until | was relieved by night shift members to continue the

evacuations at 2345hrs.

On May 29, 2023 | continued with assisting the fire, manning the checkpoint located at Old Sackville Rd. and Lucasville Rd.
throughout the morning and parts of the afternoon. This continued again until relieved by nightshift members.

While at this post, | provided escorts to residents in the ar=a to get pets that were left, as well as to get urgent medications
that residents required. This was as per S/Sgt. Geoff SANFCQRD's direction.

Resident's who atiended to obtain personal belongings that were not essential were turned around.

On June 2nd, 2023, | worked at the Winslow St. checkpoint in Hammonds Plains to keep traffic from entering the
levacuation zone from 18:30hrs. until 07:15hrs. On June 3rd.

Search and Rescue was on scene with police at the checkpoint until midnight, and | worked the remainder of the shift
without assistance. No cars came through my checkpoint through the night that were not directed to do so or did not have

access to the evacuation area (all vehicles with the fire department).
End of member involvement in this matter.
Cst. RM.A. INGLES

68270
LSW3

Type INITIAL OFFICERS REPORT - 2
Subject A/CPL. LAHAIE ACTIONS
Author R61020 LAHAIE, JUSTIN
Related date/time MONDAY, 2023-JUN-05 09:32
2023-05-28

000032
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