
Growing Halifax’s 
Active Transportation 
Network:

Auditing tools

Accessibility Advisory Committee - April 17, 2023 



Agenda 
- Intro and Policy Overview 

- AAA Regional Centre Cycling Network Progress to Date
- Multi Use Paths ( MUP)

- AT auditing tools available

- Questions & Discussion 



Who Are We? 

Public Works

Active 
Transportation

Design 
Engineering Surveying

Project Planning & 
Asset Management



The Integrated Mobility Plan (2017)

Residents will have a choice of connected, healthy, affordable, sustainable 
travel options for moving both people and goods.





12 – 18 months 
(or longer)

• Public/Stakeholder 
engagement

• Develop and evaluate 
concepts

• Utility review
• 30% design
• Cost estimates
• Council approval

6 – 18 months 

• Topo Survey
• Land acquisition
• 60% design
• Cost estimates

6 – 18 months 

• Final drawings
• Complete land 

acquisition
• Signal timing
• 90-100% design
• Final cost estimates  

1 – 2 Seasons  

• Contracts & Permits
• Public and abutter 

notifications
• Project close out

Ongoing   

• Communications 
launching facility

• On-going monitoring
• Year-round  

maintenance
• Asset management 

and rehabilitation



All Ages & Abilities
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AAA Network Status 2017

Key Pre-IMP segments included:

- Macdonald Bridge Bikeway

- Dartmouth Harbourfront
Greenway

- Lake Banook – Shubie Greenway

- Highfield Park Dr Greenway

- Chain of Lakes Trail 



AAA Network Status 2023 (planned)

Planned Construction:

- Almon Street Bike Lanes

- Dartmouth Harbourfront (Parker-
Old Ferry)

- Isleville (Duffus-Young)

- Hollis St – Terminal Road Bike 
Lanes (built February 2023)

- Oak Street LSB Extension

- Interim bikeway improvements



Regional Multi-Use Paths
• .



Multi-Use Paths
• .

(d) Multi-Use Pathways are spaces that are shared by 
bicyclists and pedestrians. They must be separated from traffic, 
typically by a boulevard, curb or ditch. They can require 
bicyclists to travel at lower speeds in order to safely share the 
space with pedestrians. Safe transitions to the street network 
must be considered. These facilities can be considered AAA. 
Figure 2.2.5 shows an example of a multi-use pathway in 
Halifax. 



Multi-Use Paths
• .



Auditing tools

• AccessNOW Outdoors App- in conjunction with 
Transcanada Trails

• Rick Hansen – other HRM businesses units

• Provincial –suggested features

• Provincial Guidelines



1. Download app
2. Download trail on a map 
3. Start tracking
4. Add points
5. Add a photo
6. Evaluate if Accessible, partially
Accessible of not accessible
7. Hit done and move to next feature
6. After tracking trail and adding points,
stop tracking and upload the route.





Biked/Walked 3 trails in HRM

• Shubie Greenway
• Dartmouth Harbourfront
• Halifax Boardwalk & Barrington Greenway









Other Features Audited



Results Report





Pros & Cons of ACCESSNOW

• Easy to use
• See what others on trail have  

commented on
• Assists in Planning your trip
• Contribute to the sharing with 

others about accessibility
• Photos say a lot
• Is flexible – no one is judging 

your experience
• Photos/info are stored by 

company

• Good idea to review the apps 
layout beforehand

• Each person may define 
features differently ie signage, 
cracks

• No idea what the limitations 
the person using the trail has. 
ie Anton

• Better to walk and use App.
• Rely on company to supply 

results





System - Rick Hansen



Rick Hansen – Features audited



Rick Hansen – Pros & Cons

• Relatively Easy to use
• Consistent with other 

groups using system –
Facilities & Parks

• Contribute to the sharing 
with others in the business 
units about accessibility

• Information can be stored 
on HRM portal

• $ to be certified and to hire 
someone to audit

• Each person may define features 
differently ie signage, cracks

• Calculations need to be made
• Need to figure how this will 

improve AT facilities
• Limited features to assess on AT 

routes
• AT team not responsible for picnic 

tables, benches, parking
• Use of spreadsheet / no visual 



Provincial Interim Guidelines













Provincial – Regulations from Phase 2
Wayfinding and SignageParks and Recreation 

Regulation: Government of Nova 
Scotia will develop, implement, and 
communicate 
1. a ranking and categorization 

system for accessible provincial, 
municipal, and non-profit parks 
and trails that will assist people 
in planning recreation 

2. accessible signage and 
viewpoints that clearly outline 
directionality, points of interest, 
emergency information and 
accessible amenities available. 

3. Maintenance of accessible trails, 
parks, etc. 

4. Grants and funding 
opportunities



Other ideas



Questions

1. What is your general 
opinion of the auditing 
tools presented?

2. What feature do you think
are the most important
information to audit of 
have for residents?

3. What would the community 
want to do with the audited 
information?

4. Is signage and information 
shared on webpage more 
important than the results of 
auditing tools?



DISCUSSION 

Active Transportation:
halifax.ca/transportation/cycling-walking

CONTACT
• Maria Jacobs: jacobsm@halifax.ca
• David MacIsaac: macisad@halifax.ca

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/cycling-walking
mailto:jacobsm@halifax.ca
mailto:macisad@halifax.ca
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