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W E L C O M E  M A R C H !   
 

Mars est le Mois de la 
Francophonie, un moment où 
nous célébrons la langue 
française et les diverses cultures 
francophones de notre région et 
du monde entier. Dans le cadre 

du Mois de la Francophonie, la Journée 
internationale de la Francophonie est célébrée 
chaque année le 20 mars. 
 
March is Francophonie month, celebrating the 
French language and diverse Francophonie cultures 
through cultural activities held worldwide. We are 
fortunate to have an extensive francophonie 
population throughout HRM and the province.  
 

We also celebrate International Women’s Day, start 
Daylight Saving Time, students enjoy march break, 
we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day and, we welcome 
spring!  What a busy month.  
 

On March 28th I will host a community drop-in 
session at the Chocolate Lake Community Centre 
(6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.). Stop by for a chat about a 
municipal program or service!
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M A R C H  M E E T I N G S   
 

Regional Council, Budget Committee, Halifax & 

West Community Council and Regional Centre 

Community Council meetings will be held on the 

f0llowing dates:  
 

Budget Committee 

Wednesday, March 1st at 9:30 a.m. 

Friday, March 3rd at 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, March 8th (Contingency Date)  

Friday, March 10th (Contingency Date)  

Wednesday, March 29th at 9:30 a.m.  

Friday, March 31st (Contingency Date)  
 

Regional Council 

Tuesday, March 7th at 10:00 a.m. 

Tuesday, March 21st at 10:00 a.m.  
 

Halifax & West Community Council 

Monday, March 27th at 6:00 p.m. 
 

Regional Centre Community Council 

Wednesday, March 22nd at 6:00 p.m.  
 

Please check our website to confirm dates and 

times as the meeting schedule is subject to change. 

 
 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W …  
 

March is Francophonie Month 
 

March 1st is Zero Discrimination Day 

March 1st is World Civil Defence Day 

March 3rd is World Wildlife Day 

March 8th is International Women’s Day 

March 13TH is National Commonwealth Day 

March 14th is Pi Day 

March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day  

March 20th is International Day of Happiness 

March 20th is First Day of Spring  

March 21st is World Forestry Day 

March 21st is World Poetry Day 

March 22nd is the start of Ramadan 

March 22nd is World Water Day 

March 26th is Purple Day of Epilepsy 

March 27th is World Theatre Day 

 
 

P U B L I C  F E E D B A C K  O N  C L I M A T E  

A C T I O N  R E Q U E S T E D   
 

The Halifax Regional Municipality, in partnership 

with Halifax Public Libraries, is launching public 

engagement activities to gain feedback on 

preparing and fighting against climate change.  
 

You will have the opportunity to attend pop-up 

engagement sessions hosted by municipal staff at 

all 16 library locations across the municipality over 

the coming months. Additionally, you can share 

your thoughts through a Shape Your City Halifax 

online idea board.  
 

Through this engagement, you will have an 

opportunity to engage in conversation about 

climate change and share your thoughts, questions, 

concerns or solutions to local climate impacts and 

actions.  
 

https://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/agendas-meetings-reports
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/diversity-inclusion/french-services/francophonie-month
https://nationaltoday.com/zero-discrimination-day/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-civil-defense-day/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/world-wildlife-day
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/2023Theme
https://nationaltoday.com/commonwealth-day-in-canada/
https://www.piday.org/
https://www.irishcentral.com/events/st-patricks-festival-2023-theme-schedule
https://www.edudwar.com/international-day-of-happiness/#:~:text=International%20Day%20of%20Happiness%202023%20Date%20%20,Wise%20and%20Be%20Kind%20%28in%20202%20...%20
https://www.bing.com/search?q=whatr+is+first+day+of+spring+in+canada+2023&cvid=df272a23ace24df79407b07d3b470c40&aqs=edge..69i57j0l8j69i11004.5489j0j3&FORM=ANAB01&PC=U531
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/un/forest-day#:~:text=21%20Mar%202023%20Tue%2C%20Mar%2021%2C%202023%20Add,lives.%20The%20day%20addresses%20issues%20such%20as%20deforestation.
https://nationaltoday.com/world-poetry-day/
https://www.almanac.com/content/when-start-ramadan
https://www.unwater.org/news/world-water-day-2023
https://www.purpleday.org/
https://nationaltoday.com/world-theatre-day/
https://www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca/science-and-environment/climate-action/
https://www.halifaxpubliclibraries.ca/science-and-environment/climate-action/
http://www.shapeyourcityhalifax.ca/halifact
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Feedback collected will be used to inform how we 

act on climate together, how we as a municipality 

move HalifACT forward and how we can all engage 

in climate action.  
 

For more information, visit halifax.ca/halifACT. 

 
 

C O M M U N I T Y  G A R D E N  

A P P L I C A T I O N S  
 

 
 

Interested in creating a community garden? Find 
program information and application forms here. 
 

Submit your application by March 30th.  
 

Many community gardens in HRM are operated by 

residents on municipally owned land.  These are 

small-scale sites operated by non-profit societies 

for one or more of the following purposes: 

Growing produce for: personal consumption, 

donating to local food causes or to generate 

revenue to reinvest in the community garden; 

production of a floral or landscape display or 

to demonstrate gardening or other related 

instructional programming. 

 

When ready to apply, fill out the application 

form and send to Darren Hirtle, Community 

Developer, at Darren.Hirtle@halifax.ca or call: 

902.476.1184.

 
 

M A R C H  I S  F R A N C O P H O N I E  

M O N T H  
 

 
 

March is Francophonie Month, celebrating the 
French language and diverse Francophonie cultures 
through cultural activities held worldwide. 
 

March 20th has been observed worldwide as 
International Francophonie Day since 1988. The 
date commemorates the establishment of the 
Agence de Coopération Culturelle et Technique, the 
precursor to the International Organization of La 
Francophonie, the organization representing 
countries and regions where French is the first or 
customary language.  
 

Today, with 300 million speakers worldwide, French 
is the fifth most spoken language in the world; La 
Francophonie has 88 member states and 
governments. 

 
 

https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/energy-environment/halifact-2050-acting-climate-together
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/energy-environment/halifact-2050-acting-climate-together
https://www.halifax.ca/parks-recreation/parks-trails-gardens/gardens/community-gardens
https://www.halifax.ca/media/30911
https://www.halifax.ca/media/30911
https://www.halifax.ca/sites/default/files/documents/recreation/parks-trails-gardens/GardenApplication-Fillable_2017.pdf
mailto:Darren.Hirtle@halifax.ca
https://www.halifax.ca/about-halifax/diversity-inclusion/french-services/francophonie-month
https://www.francophonie.org/
https://www.francophonie.org/
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2 0 2 3 / 2 4  B U D G E T  -  P U B L I C  

P A R T I C I P A T I O N  
 

The annual 

budget is a very 

important thing 

for the operation 

of our 

municipality; it 

funds all costs associated with servicing our 

municipality each year. That’s ensuring we can have 

our roads plowed during a snowstorm, that we have 

recreational facilities to enjoy, regular garbage 

pickup and so much more!  
 

The 2023/24 Budget and Business Plan approval 

date is scheduled for April 25th, 2023, where 

Regional Council will finalize next year’s budget. 
 

To learn more about the current 2021-25 HRM 

Strategic Priorities Plan that helps inform the 

budget direction, go to: www.halifax.ca/city-

hall/budget-finances/budget/strategic-priorities-

plan. 
 

During every budget meeting, members of the 

public also have an opportunity to share their views 

on any aspect of the proposed municipal budget.  
 

You can speak directly to me as your Regional 

Councillor about budget priorities.  
 

If you wish to present before Council about the 

municipal budget, contact the Office of the 

Municipal Clerk at clerks@halifax.ca  or call 902-

490-4210. Written submissions are  welcomed.

 

 

H R M  C O M M U N I T Y  G R A N T S  

P R O G R A M   
 

Halifax Regional 

Municipality’s 

Community Grants 

Program is currently 

accepting applications for 

the 2023 program. This 

program provides grants 

to registered non-profit 

organizations and charities located throughout the 

Halifax region. There are two types of grants, a 

project grant of up to $5,000  or, a capital grant of 

up to $25,000. The application deadline is March 

31st.  
 

Application forms and program guidebooks are now 

available. For further information, please email 

nonprofitgrants@halifax.ca or call 902.490.7310.  

 
 

U R B A N  D E S I G N  A W A R D S :  2 0 2 3  

C A L L  F O R  S U B M I S S I O N S   
 

 
 

The municipality is calling for submissions to the 

Urban Design Awards – a celebration of urban 

design excellence in the Halifax region.  

http://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/budget-finances/budget/strategic-priorities-plan
http://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/budget-finances/budget/strategic-priorities-plan
http://www.halifax.ca/city-hall/budget-finances/budget/strategic-priorities-plan
mailto:clerks@halifax.ca
https://www.halifax.ca/business/doing-business-halifax/community-non-profit-resources/community-grants
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To qualify for an award, projects must have been 

completed after January 1st, 2018, and meet one of 

the nine following awards categories (each with 

different eligibility requirements for award 

selection):  

 • Urban Design Plans 

• Urban Architecture 

• Landscape Architecture and Civic Design 

Projects 

• Urban Elements 

• Housing Solutions 

• Community Connections and Initiatives 

• Heritage Restoration Projects 

• Heritage Adaptive Re-use Projects 

• Student Projects 
  

The submission fee is $345 (including taxes) but is 

waived for non-profit and student projects. A panel 

of four independent jurors will evaluate the 

submissions, and an awards ceremony will take 

place on Monday, June 26th at the Halifax Central 

Library.  For more information or to submit an 

application, please visit https://fal.cn/3veit or 

contact urbandesign@halifax.ca.  
 

The submission deadline is March 10th. 

 

 

 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  W O M E N ’ S  D A Y   
 

The theme for 2023 is #EmbraceEquity. Equity isn't 

just a nice-to-have, it's a must-have. A focus on 

gender equity needs to be part of every society's 

DNA. And it's critical to understand the difference 

between equity and equality. 
 

The International Women’s Day (IWD) 2023 
campaign theme drives worldwide understanding 
why Equal opportunities aren't enough! 

Read more here.  
 

 

 

https://fal.cn/3veit
mailto:urbandesign@halifax.ca
https://www.internationalwomensday.com/Missions/18707/Equality-versus-Equity-What-s-the-difference-as-we-EmbraceEquity-for-IWD-2023-and-beyond
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2 0 2 3  S C H O L A R S H I P S  &  G R A N T S   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

H A L I F A X  T R A N S I T  R O U T E  

C H A N G E S  
 

Halifax Transit recently implemented further 

conventional bus service reductions due to current 

staffing issues. 

As of Monday, February 27th Halifax Transit 

temporarily suspended service on three bus routes, 

made schedule adjustments to three routes, and 

removed trips from 30 routes. These service 

reductions are new and replace several of the trips 

impacted by the service reductions introduced in 

November 2022. More details are available on 

halifax.ca/servicechanges.  
 

The service reductions have been developed with 

consideration for passenger impact with no 

community completely losing service during these 

changes. The service reductions will be in place until 

late summer 2023. If recruitment continues at the 

current pace, Halifax Transit is planning to return to 

regular service levels.  
 

Halifax Transit has continued to work to improve 

staffing levels. From September to December 2022, 

35 new Bus Operators have been hired and trained. 

Hiring is ongoing this year with new training 

courses hosted every three weeks.  
 

For more information, visit halifax.ca/transit. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit/service-adjustments
https://www.halifax.ca/transportation/halifax-transit
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F R E E  T R A N S I T  S E R V I C E   
 

 

E L E C T R I C  B U S E S  
 

 

Most of Halifax Council and some of our Transit 

staff rode a demo version of our new electric buses 

from Nova Bus. We've ordered 60 EV buses and the 

first 30 should arrive in September. 
 

There are MANY benefits - environmentally, 

financially, and socially. There's a huge reduction in 

GHG emissions from our current diesel buses. They 

are quieter and will give pedestrians and patio 

patrons a way better auditory experience as they 

cruise down our mainstreets. They also require less 

maintenance and are cheaper to operate. 
 

They charge in 5 hours or less, and can run from 

~350 kms in the winter to ~500 kms in the summer 

(good for about 80% of our current bus routes). 

 
 

S P R I N G  R E C R E A T I O N  

R E G I S T R A T I O N   
 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/NovaBus?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWmtUZViGJRDEIbiA0O2HMU52Ih3Li6VYLB2EywPY-g-rPIYTGrU5CIf1b-kBC_OtW4BLLMl9NGa4aX7L-vN5Uv_iuPxNZ-r7QKNDS6qXusgMYMrY87_7kmRm4OUlzLX9bZACGBx7FLD6TNbVcu9mvokZuSerWVQw-wj8QoIQld14_QTWoRW8C2MkMqdoswvrM&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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F R E E  T E N N I S  F O R  G I R L S  
 

 
Girls Leading Girls Tennis is a non-profit 

organization, with a goal of supporting and 

promoting participation in tennis for girls. 
 

Girls Leading Girls Tennis, in partnership with 

Tennis Nova Scotia, is hosting a free ‘try tennis’ 

event for girls ages 9-10 scheduled for Saturday 

March 11th, from 3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. at the 

Sobeys Atlantic Tennis Centre. 
 

It’s a great opportunity for girls to try out a sport 

they might not typically consider and be taught by 

young women who are accomplished tennis players 

in Atlantic Canada – some of our top ranked players 

in this part of the country. 
 

For more information, email: info@glgtennis.com. 

 
 

 

 

 

G I R L S  S C I E N C E  R E T R E A T  
 

 
 

Registration is now open for the 2023 Girls Get 

WISE Science Retreat at Mount Saint Vincent 

University on April 1st! Be sure to register early as 

spots can fill up quickly! 

 
 

G I R L S  I N  A C T I O N  C O N F E R E N C E   
 

 
 

Friday, March 3rd is the date of the Mount St. 

Vincent University (MSVU) “Girls In Action” 

conference. There will be an interactive workshop 

including how to tie knots, take fingerprints, put on 

a sling and much more. Click here to register.  
 

mailto:info@glgtennis.com
https://www.facebook.com/MountSaintVincentUniversity?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU5VtmXPXgHwzC8MUvEBef-ktxqu8hfz7Gg82ECAtvHqgpSHPM9T0KHPkls2oBcSy05ZJEOVFfM-1KW2rRGpcb8jCaQnxbHgBKqeHi_nDXevaO4_nxhOGS_Sh0hVnedbwiBkISBCfnOR9RLqJQ-LJ-V5D0rHx724nsmt7LlNThTFzOeeHRS8whsWccfJl7Y5MQLYAoQnpc0DdL33qOFrtbF&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/MountSaintVincentUniversity?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZU5VtmXPXgHwzC8MUvEBef-ktxqu8hfz7Gg82ECAtvHqgpSHPM9T0KHPkls2oBcSy05ZJEOVFfM-1KW2rRGpcb8jCaQnxbHgBKqeHi_nDXevaO4_nxhOGS_Sh0hVnedbwiBkISBCfnOR9RLqJQ-LJ-V5D0rHx724nsmt7LlNThTFzOeeHRS8whsWccfJl7Y5MQLYAoQnpc0DdL33qOFrtbF&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.wiseatlantic.ca/ggwretreats/?fbclid=IwAR11CpBC039QetvH0W6zBakhVfby6un3YDpOUpXXHxm92D_RNueTovwVDEA
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/girls-in-action-girls-conference-2023-tickets-505187418167?fbclid=IwAR1vJy4a_-HXem2gEQzZyVSJ9wXpjp2m-7ORssksox-SFBmGQC6wu076ccc
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C O U N C I L L O R  S H A W N  C L E A R Y   
 

  
 

I am a member of Halifax Regional Council, Halifax 

and West Community Council, Regional Centre 

Community Council and the following boards and 

committees: 

• Audit and Finance Standing Committee  

• Chain of Lakes Trails Association  

• Community Design Advisory Committee 

• Halifax Climate Investment, Innovation, and 

Impact Fund 

• Investment Policy Advisory Committee, Co-
Chair 

• Transportation Standing Committee 

 
 

HALIFAX REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY’S 
LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 

 
 

Halifax is committed to strengthening its 

relationship with Indigenous communities and 

honouring the significant contributions of 

Indigenous peoples. Another way the municipality 

has demonstrated this is by formalizing the official 

Land Acknowledgement: 
 

“The Halifax Regional Municipality is located in 

Mi’kma’ki, the ancestral and traditional lands of the 

Mi’kmaq people. The municipality acknowledges 

the Peace and Friendship Treaties signed in this 

Territory and recognizes that we are all Treaty 

People.” 
 

Making a respectful Land Acknowledgement now, 

remains a way to express gratitude and respect to 

Indigenous peoples for being stewards of the land 

we live and work on. It is a crucial step in 

reconciliation.  
 

In Nova Scotia, we are all Treaty People; with that 

comes roles and responsibilities.

 


