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World AIDS Day 2022: Equalize
Gender-based challenges to HIV prevention
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Increase availability, quality and suitability of services, for HIV treatment, testing and 
prevention, so that everyone is well-served. 

Reform laws, policies and practices to tackle the stigma and exclusion faced by 
people living with HIV and by key and marginalized populations, so that everyone is 
shown respect and is welcomed. 

Ensure the sharing of technology to enable equal access to the best HIV science, 
between communities and between the Global South and North. 

Communities will be able to make use of and adapt the “Equalize” message to 
highlight the particular inequalities they face and to press for the actions needed to 
address them. 
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Goal 5: achieve gender equality

Gender inequalities, discrimination, violence and harmful practices negatively affect women, girls, 
men and boys and increase the risk of HIV infection and its impact. 

HIV is the leading cause of death among women of reproductive age (15–44 years old). 

Women living with HIV often face increased violence. Stigma and discrimination against women 
who inject drugs, as well as gender-based violence and abuse, increases their risk of contracting 
HIV, tuberculosis, viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections. 

Gender-transformative HIV programs that engage men can reduce violence and empower women, 
while integration of rights-based services for HIV and sexual and reproductive health increases 
service uptake and impact.
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Gender-based violence is a global epidemic and one in three women worldwide 
has experienced physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate partner, or non-
partner sexual violence, in her life. 

Studies have shown that, in some regions, women who experienced physical or 
sexual intimate partner violence were 1.5 times more likely to acquire HIV. 

Among women living with HIV, intimate partner violence can lead to lower 
antiretroviral therapy use and adherence to HIV treatment, and higher viral loads. 
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The revised UNAIDS political declaration calls on countries to: 

1.provide effective HIV combination prevention options to 95% of all people at 
risk of acquiring HIV; 
2. get 95% of people living with HIV aware of their HIV status; get 95% of 
people who know their status to be on HIV treatment; 
3. and for 95% of people on HIV treatment to be virally suppressed.

If the global community works together and reaches theses targets, 3.6 million 
new HIV-infections and 1.7 million AIDS-related deaths will be prevented by 
2030.
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Other gender-based key determinants of health impact on prevention efforts 
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Cross-sex incidence-prevalence ratios in countries in sub-Saharan Africa, 2020.
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Thank you!

Jacqueline (Jacquie) Gahagan, PhD (They/Them)
Associate Vice President Research 
Mount Saint Vincent University

Jacqueline.Gahagan@MSVU.ca


	Jacquie Gahagan, Associate Vice president research, MSVU
	World AIDS Day 2022 Theme: EQUALIZE
	By the numbers
	New HIV infections worldwide
	What does Equalize mean?
	SDGs, HIV & Gender
	Gender-based violence & HIV
	UNAIDS 95-95-95 Declaration 
	Gender-based disparities in the 95-95-95
	Male-Female disparities 
	Key populations & interventions 
	Evidence quality assessment 
	Implications 
	conclusions
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	For more information:

