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On May 14, 2019, Regional Council passed the following motion as part of Item 15.2.2 Case
H00437 – Strategy for the Protection of Potential Heritage Resources in Downtown Halifax (Map 6):

THAT Halifax Regional Council: ... 4. Request a staff report outlining approaches and risks to
developing an educational institutional heritage policy for buildings outside of current or
potential Heritage Conservation districts and defer evaluation of the Medjuck building under
section 1 of this motion until the report is presented to Council via Heritage Advisory
Committee and Community Planning and Economic Development Standing Committee.



Background
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NS Technical College (Medjuck Building), 1909-10



Background
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Theological College Library, 1878-95



Educational Institutions in HRM
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Granville Mall (Nova Scotia College of Art and Design)

• HRCE
• CSAP
• Private Schools
• NSCC
• NSCAD
• Universities



Historic University Buildings 
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Dalhousie College (Forrest Building), 1887 1321-25 Edward Street, Before 1918



Registry of Heritage Property
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• Research and Evaluation (Heritage Building Evaluation Criteria)
• Hearing for property owner at Regional Council for Registration 
• Heritage Property Act

o Section 17, approval of Municipality for demolition or substantial 
exterior alteration

o Section 18, If approval is not granted, the property owner may still 
carry out the substantial alteration or demolition after 3 years, but not 
more than 4 years, from the date of the application 

• Form A – Notice of Registration and Form B – Notice of Registration
• Grants
• Public Education



Regional Centre Plan
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• Support the intensification and orderly 
growth of major institutions

• Improve access to major institutions 
that support complete communities

Universities and Colleges in Regional Centre Plan



Regional Centre Plan
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• Strengthen existing communities, and 
enhance the elements that make a 
community complete

• Total number of heritage properties 
and their adaptive reuse by 
development agreement in the 
Regional Centre are key performance 
indicators of a Complete Community Arts Administration Building, Kings College



Regional Centre Plan
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Policy CHR-10 indicates that the 
“Municipality may collaborate with 
community partners, residents, property 
owners and educational institutions to: a) 
create an inventory and assess potential 
cultural and heritage resources and 
consider their protection through 
registration under the Heritage Property 
Act”. 

5247 Morris Street



A Heritage Policy for Educational Institutions
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Science Building (Chemistry Building), 1913-15



Approach to Heritage Policy for Educational Institutions
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Planning with Universities

Slide 13



Benchmarking the Protection of Heritage Buildings on 
Other Canadian University Campuses

Slide 14



Outstanding Applications to Register 
University Properties
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1245 Edward Street 1460 Oxford Street 1322 Robie Street



Recommendation 
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It is recommended that the Heritage Advisory Committee recommend that Regional
Council initiate a process to research and evaluate potential heritage properties, identified
in Attachment A, for consideration for registration as municipal heritage properties in
accordance with the Heritage Property Act and By-law H-200, the Heritage Property By-
law.



Seamus McGreal
mcgreals@halifax.ca
902.717.1568

Thank You
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