
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 
B3J 3A5 Canada    

Item No. 8.1.1 
License Appeal Committee 

July 20, 2022 

TO: Chair and Members of the License Appeal Committee 

SUBMITTED BY: 
Tanya Phillips, Acting Director, Compliance 

DATE: July 14, 2022 

SUBJECT: Appeal Report – Taxi Driver and Owner License Suspended, Hemanta Datta 

ORIGIN 

On May 5, 2022, Singleton & Associates on behalf of their client, Mr. Hemanta Datta, filed a notice of 
Appeal (attached as Appendix B) regarding the suspension of his taxi driver license #D760 and taxi 
owner license #254.  

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Administrative Order One, The Procedure of the Council Administrative Order 

By-law T-1000, Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis, Limousines and Transportation 
Network Companies. 

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION 

In accordance with Section 58 of Administrative Order One, the motion before the Appeals Standing 
Committee is to allow the appeal. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the License Appeal Committee uphold the decision of the Licensing Authority and 
thereby deny the appeal. 

- Original signed -
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BACKGROUND 

On April 20, 2022, the victim logged a complaint with Halifax Regional Municipality. On April 27, 2022, the 
Licensing Authority was made aware by the Supervisor, Regional Compliance, of Mr. Hemanta Datta’s 
criminal charges and pending court date of June 7, 2022.    

Mr. Hemanta Datta was charged with the following criminal offences under the Criminal Code: 
• Utter threats CBH/Death Sec. 264.1(1)(a)

• Assault Sec. 266

Upon review of Mr. Hemanta Datta’s charges, the Licensing Authority issued a suspension letter for his taxi 
driver and taxi owner license (attached as Appendix C).  

On May 5, 2022, Singleton & Associates, on behalf of their client, Mr. Hemanta Datta, submitted a Notice 
of Appeal to the Municipal Clerk’s Office (attached as Appendix B). 

On May 10, 2022, the Municipal Clerk’s Office sent a letter (attached as Appendix D) to Mr. Hemanta Datta 
advising his appeal will be heard at the July 20, 2022, Licensing Appeal Committee meeting.  

The Licensing Authority was notified by Halifax Regional Police, on June 15, 2022, that the court date 
changed to July 12, 2022.  

On July 13, 2022, the Licensing Authority was notified by Halifax Regional Police that the court date 
changed to August 16, 2022.  

DISCUSSION 

Given the serious nature of the criminal charges, the Licensing Authority, in accordance with 
Section 44.1 (g) of By-Law T-1000 Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis, Limousines and 
Transportation Network Companies, considers that it is in the best interest of public safety to suspend Mr. 
Hemanta Datta’s license to operate as a taxi driver and owner.   

Section 44.1 (g) states: 
44.1 The Licensing Authority may suspend or revoke the owner’s license or driver’s license, or 
both, the broker’s or independent broker’s license or the TNC License of any license holder, or 
refuse any applicant who: 

(g) has a driving record, criminal or provincial offence record or outstanding criminal charges
that in the opinion of the Licensing Authority makes him or her unfit to operate a taxi,
accessible taxi, or limousine, as the case may be;

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no financial implications. 

RISK CONSIDERATIONS 

The risk considerations rate medium as the individual has been charged with Criminal Code violations while 
operating their vehicle as a taxi driver. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 

There are no environmental implications. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Licensing Appeal Committee may vary the decision of the Licensing Authority provided for under the 
By-law and in doing so, must provide reasons to be recorded in the minutes of the committee meeting. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Appendix A: Copy of the Legislative Authority- By-law T-1000 
Appendix B: Copy of the Notice of Appeal dated May 5, 2022 
Appendix C: Copy of the Suspension Letter dated April 28, 2022 
Appendix D: Copy of the Municipal Clerk’s letter dated May 10, 2022 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 
902.490.4210. 

Report Prepared by: Lois Beaton McNamara, License Administrator, Compliance, 
902.490.4064 

Report Approved by: 
Tanya Snair, Supervisor of Licensing, Compliance, 902.490.2550 

Report Approved by: Tanya Phillips, Acting Director, Compliance, 902.490.4491 
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