HUMAN TRAFFICKING IN HRM

Charlene Gagnon, YWCA Halifax, Manager of Advocacy, Research, and New Initiatives
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Please remain respectful of others.

THIS PRESENTATION CONTAINS CONTENT THAT
MIGHT BE DIFFICULT FOR SOME PARTICIPANTS
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The majority of HT
that happens in
Canada is
domestic

HT only involves
crossing
international borders

Victims of HT are
kidnapped by
strangers and

forcibly confined

The majority of
victims know and
have a relationship
with their traffickers

Traffickers and
victims can be any
gender and from
any background

All traffickers are
male and all victims
are female and come
from “bad families”
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THE MAJORITY OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING THAT HAPPENS
IN CANADA IS DOMESTIC
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NS has the highest rates of Human Trafficking in Canada; the rate of Human
Trafficking for NS in 2019 was 5.2 (cases per 100,000)*

This is not just a Halifax issue — It is happening in rural communities too
Although there is no “legal” sex trade in Nova Scotia, there is an identified
trafficking corridor between Halifax and Moncton, NB (the closest legal strip
club to Nova Scotia)**

Mix of adult & youth, independent & 3 party controlled, and street/survival-
based engagement

Disproportionately affects ANS, Indigenous and 2SLGBTQ+ Communities

Source: *Statistics Canada; **Canadian Centre YWCA ‘ #&Emgtgf
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to End Human Trafficking

uuuuuuu System © 2021 YWCA Halifax



The Sex Trade is a feature of Halifax’s history

Port City host to many international sailors —

party town reputation
Normalized in the culture
Halifax’s Madam, Ada McCallum

Major “juvenile prostitution” bust in 1992

involving a Nationwide Pimping Ring and

many NS girls

Joint HRP/RCMP Task Force Formed
Currently no “legal” sex trade in NS
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By CHARLENE SADLER
The Daily News

Halifax's Adsum House will become
the province's new safe house for older
prostitutes, and a separate safe house
for those under 16 will open by Febru-
ary.

se are two recommendations to
be implemented from the report Youth
Exploited for the Sex Trade, released
yesterday by Attorney General Joel

incial task force on prosti-

tion. roduced a of 25 recommen-

Galons, but pot al-wi be aciod upon,
any of them

med parts of r&ws never enacted.

One such law, which empowers
cial services to confine youngsters to a
home for counselling, will now be en-
acted as the genesis of a $2-million fa-

ity said Community Services iris-
ter Roland Thornhill,

dations, such as de-
criminalizing P!DSLI!\ICKDH. got a chillier

‘The task force recommended an ad-
rise the government of
lecriminalizi mg PNS! itu-
vogand reseauh into pros an

dor't think hat Rlegaiizing prosti-
tution) would be considered. It's cer-

tainly not something I'm entertaining,”
Matheson said after a press conference.

New ideas

Jask force members got input from
prostitutes, their parents and people
Social services and the crinina) pstice
system. The regart was done Iy tree

guidance of Kit Wa-
Lors, irector of g:lu:y , planning and re-
seurch for the Salicitor General's De-
partm

tace against. the backdrop of

e woring group undertook ts
unspeak-
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able violence perpetraed  against
oung oy le,” the report says.
ONew ideas were raised Hatheson
would be recommend the ci

punish-customers. of
prosiulesunder age1
ee little moral difference be-
een 3 man w es the ser-
vices of a juvenile postitute and & man
who'sells her services, ” he said.
‘make the récommendation at
a meeting of provincial ju
15 this week.
A local group of anonymous prost
utes and ‘former prosttutes mal
a $500,000 salfe
‘house would waste taxpayers’
ried_recommenda:
gt to cutreach
ved education
Eeheorand parent Support groups.
Adsum House, which houses home-
loss women, is now being renovated to
handle Iheaxk a people.
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HIGHLIGHTS
o {Unding o community-based pro-
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and: groups, that reach out to the.
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Family Servioes Act,
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THE MAJORITY OF VIGTIMS
KNOW AND HAVE A
RELATIONSHIP WITH THEIR
TRAFFICKERS



Posing as a boyfriend, girlfriend, lover or best friend

Gifting material or luxury items

Promising a better life

Supplying drugs and alcohol or party lifestyle

Providing love, community or a sense of belonging

Offering free rides, transportation, trips outside community
Paying for personal grooming (hair and nails etc)

Mentoring and “teaching the ropes”

False advertising for employment opportunities
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(D Vulnerable

Z individual is
(Y identified and
3 engaged.

(D A relationship

Z is formed

= between the

O victim and the

O perpetrator

% through
promises for
the future, and
intense needs

fulfillment.

= The idea of

5 working in the

< commercial

= sex trade is

- introduced,
harms are

LLI minimized,

X and material
reward is
amplified.

EXPLOITATION

Perpetrator
isolates the
victim, limits
their
freedoms, &
takes control
of their
working
conditions
and money.
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MOST PEOPLE DO NOT CONSIDER
THEMSELVES TO BE VICTIMS OF HUMAN
TRAFFICKING
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THE SPECTRUM OF CHOICE

Nochorce  COHERCED  PERCEIVED  SITUATIONAL ~ APPARENT EVIDENT
CHOICE CHOICE CHOICE CHOICE CHOICE

MAY BE
3RD PARTY CONTROLLED 3RD PARTY INDEPENDANT
! EDUCATED DECISION TO
KIDNAPPED MANIPULATED g CO-DEPENDANCY PARTICIPATE

ROMANTIC LACK OF ACCESS ACCESS TO
THRERTENED N \\voLVEMENT T0 OPPORTUNITY OPPORTUNITY

BLACKMAILED
ISEXTORTED ECONOMIC DEPENDANCY AUTONOMOUS

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION EXPLOITATIVE EMPOWERED

SURVIVAL SEX
TRAFFICKING WORKER

Trafficking &
Source: TESS Partnership VYWCA | {é@ Exploitation
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TRAFFICKERS AND VIGTIMS
CAN BE ANY GENDER AND
FROM ANY BACKGROUND



e There is no profile of a “pimp”

e Most offenders are already known to their victims

e Can be a someone who is in a position of power or authority, a family
member, or a peer or friend

e Can be any gender, age, have any color of skin, and be from any
community

e Some perpetrators have been groomed into the business

e Some victims are also perpetrators

If we allow our biases and stereotypes to guide our judgement we may
misinterpret what we are seeing

:2 Trafficking &
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® Under 18 years old SO

® Spends unsupervised time alone or with peers
BASICALLY
® Has at least one social media account ALL
/s \ 11

U

® Owns a cellphone/computer

® |s attracted to consumer goods

\ =TI
® Desires development of romantic relationships YOUTH!

® Sometimes feel insecure, alone & misunderstood

® Sometimes fight with their parents or feels their parents don’t care
® Wants more independence
® Tests boundaries and take risks

Trafficking &
Adapted from GEMS Train-the-Trainer Institute Training é Exploltation
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RISK ALSO DEPENDS ON...
« |NDIVIDUAL FACTORS: eventsin, or characteristics of, an

individual’s life

 ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS: come from a child’s

neighborhood or community

 SOCIAL FACTORS: the foundation set up in our culture that
makes CSEC possible or ways in which our society promotes or
perpetuates sexual exploitation

Trafficking &
Source: GEMS Train-the-Trainer Institute Training & YWCA ;f% St © 2021 YWCA Halifax
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SOCIAL/SYSTEMIC VULNERABILITIES
GENDER INEQUITY
LEGACY OF COLONIZATION
SYSTEMIC RACISM
HIGHEST SOCIAL MARGINALIZATION
RISK POVERTY
MASCULINITY NORMS
COMMUNITY ISOLATION
LANGUAGE BARRIERS
HYPERSEXUALIZATION OF GIRLS

Trafficking &
Source: Kalish & Lagios, 2013 VYWCA éf% Exploiation © 2021 YWCA Halifax
e~ System

AAAAAAA



Youth with a History of Adverse Childhood

Experiences (ACES)
Homeless Youth

Yout
Yout
Yout
Yout

n In-Care

n living in Isolated Communities
N who have Dropped Out of School

n with Low Self-Esteem and Body Image Issues
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PERPETRATORS OF
COMMERCIAL SEXUAL
EXPLOITATION



Regular out of town trips (Halifax, Moncton, Toronto)

Frequently disappears or goes missing for extended periods of time
Responds to conversations as if reading a script

Withdraws from friends, family, school or loved activities

Evidence of a controlling ‘friend’ or ‘romantic partner’ coupled with fear of
the consequences of displeasing that person

New or excessive secrecy about activities, friends, and online presence
Has an online relationship with someone they have never met
Receives unexplained gifts, or is in possession of luxury material items
without other financial means to purchase

Has more than one cell phone

A tattoo that the youth is reluctant to explain

Has second “working” bag or purse with safe sex supplies
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e If you would like more info about TESS
email TESS@ywcahalifax.com

e Follow TESS on Social Media to stay SA E
current on the issue and the provincial
response

¥ {@ T 23

@TESSNovaScotia mssiscon [B)iar!
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