Heritage Advisory
Committee

Case No. H00523

Rocking Stone Site (Kidston Lake Park)
in Spryfield

February 231, 2022
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Location

Kidston Lake, Spryfield, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada
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Application Details

* Registration application initiated by Regional Council.

« The Rocking Stone was designated an “Historic Site”
under section 425 of the former Halifax City Charter by
Halifax City Council on August 12, 1971.

* The property is under municipal ownership, as a park,
since 1958.
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Heritage Site vs. Heritage Property Evaluation

A Heritage Site is defined as “an area, cultural landscape, or
feature, together with any structures thereon, which is significant
to the social, cultural, commercial, military or political history and
development of Halifax Regional Municipality, the Province or
Country.”

Properties evaluated under this set of criteria, if registered, will be
formally designated a “heritage area” under the Heritage Property
Act, which implies the same legal protection as a heritage
property.

This designation provides more flexibility to consider landscape

elements and the broader history of a site, rather than focusing
on a structure.

Examples: Public Gardens, Grafton Park
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Heritage Site vs. Heritage Building Evaluation

The Evaluation Criteria for scoring a heritage site are broken down
into four categories as follows:

Criterion Highest Possible Score

1. Age / Continuity of Use 25

2. Historical Importance 25

3. Integrity 10

4. Context 10

Total 70
HALIFAX



Evaluation of the Rocking Stone
(Kidston Lake Park) as a Heritage Site

Rocking Stone (South Elevation)

Granite outcrop along Kidston Lake



Age/Continuity of Use
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Earliest identified depiction for Rocking Stone,
watercolour by by George Back in 1836

Earliest published description of Rocking Stone,
Acadian Recorder, 1823
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Hlstorlcal Importance
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1865 A.F. Church Map of Halifax County
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1886 War Dept Map

1870 Map of Halifax Peninsula



Historical Importance
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Clara Dennis, travel writer and reporter, at the Rocking Stone, circa 1930
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Andrew Bonar Law, circa 1921
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom 1922-23



Historical Importance
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Integrity
Character Defining Elements

« Avery large granite glacial erratic [Rocking Stone], resting upon a
flat granite outcrop, which could once be rocked using a lever;

» Glaciated granite outcrops and other glacial erratics of varied
sizes throughout the site, including a grouping of large boulders
near the shoreline of Kidston Lake;

» Physical access to the Rocking Stone site, including the last
remaining section of the original Rockingstone Road;

» Continued recreational use of the site, including access to
Kidston Lake;

» Surrounding woods composed primarily of black spruce and
paper birch; and

» dry barrens ecosystem listed in the International Biological
Program as a place of ecological value and noted to contain the
rare Greenland sandwort (a small, perennial flowering plant).
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Context

Community Value
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Recommendation

Should the Rocking Stone site at PID# 00307462 in Kidston Lake
Park, Halifax, score 35 or more points on evaluation as a heritage
site under the HRM Heritage Property Program, the Heritage
Advisory Committee recommends that Regional Council:

1. Set a date for a heritage hearing to consider the inclusion of
the subject property in the Registry of Heritage Property for
the Halifax Regional Municipality; and

2. Approve the request to include the Rocking Stone site at PID#
00307462 in Kidston Lake Park, Halifax, in the Registry of
Heritage Property for the Halifax Regional Municipality, as
shown on Map 1, as a municipal heritage area under the
Heritage Property Act.

HALIFAX
R A



	Heritage Advisory �Committee
	Location
	Application Details
	Heritage Site vs. Heritage Property Evaluation
	Heritage Site vs. Heritage Building Evaluation
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Character Defining Elements
	Slide Number 12
	Community Value
	Recommendation

