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Keith Irving is the Critic for Environment

ECC: OTTER LAKE POSITION - REAFFIRM

HON. KEITH IRVING: My question is again for the Minister of Environment and Climate Change.
Resolution No. 794, introduced by the Progressive Conservative caucus, which passed unanimously in
the Legislature on April 24, 2013 - and I will table that - directs the Minister of Environment, “to reject
any requested changes to the Otter Lake Waste Management Facility operating permit that would
remove the requirement of front-end separation and waste stabilization.”   My question is: Will the
minister stand by that commitment?

HON. TIM HALMAN: Certainly, I’m fully aware of the situation with Otter Lake, and I’m certainly aware
that there are many people in the community who have concerns about the changes the municipality is
considering regarding Otter Lake.   Mr. Speaker, we have been clear with the municipality that, as the
owner of the landfill, they must consult with the local community before asking the Department of
Environment and Climate Change to approve any changes to that landfill. That is the key point, that
those consultations need to take place.

KEITH IRVING: It’s also indicated in the letter that a PC government would use its power to enforce the
original Otter Lake commitments. Again, can we have a commitment from the minister and the
Progressive Conservative government that they will enforce the original Otter Lake letter?

 We have a letter here from Jamie Baillie, and a press release from the former Progressive Conservative
MLA, Chris d’Entremont, stating:   In the meantime, the people of Timberlea-Prospect should rest
assured that a Progressive Conservative MLA stands with them and we’ll do everything in our power to
keep the pressure on the provincial government to just say no to changes in Otter Lake.   Again, will the
minister commit that the Progressive Conservative government will enforce the original Otter Lake
commitments, yes or no?
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TIM HALMAN: We haven’t made a decision as it pertains to Otter Lake. We all recognize in this House
how important process is, and that process needs to unfold. The municipality sent us an application for
changes. However, at this point it’s incomplete, and they have not completed public consultation, and
that public consultation is required.   THE SPEAKER: I will now ask that the member for Kings South table
the quotes that he presented.
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