ATTACHMENT E:

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE SECONDARY MUNICIPAL PLANNING STRATEGY

FOR DOWNTOWN HALIFAX

BE IT ENACTED by the Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the Downtown Halifax Secondary
Municipal Planning Strategy is hereby amended as follows:

1. Amend all maps and schedules of the Downtown Halifax Secondary Municipal Planning Strategy to
remove those areas located within the Regional Centre Plan Area as shown on Map 1: Urban Structure
Designations, under the Secondary Municipal Planning Strategy for the Regional Centre, except for
those areas within the boundaries of the Old South Suburb Heritage Conservation District and
Barrington Street Heritage Conservation District which shall remain within this Secondary Municipal
Planning Strategy.

2. Amend the “TABLE OF CONTENTS”, by:

(@)

(b)

(c)

(d)

deleting the words, dots and numbers under Chapter 2: Downtown Halifax Urban Design
Vision and Principles, Section 2.3 Downtown Precinct Visions, the following;

(i) “2.3.1 Vision for Precinct 1: Southern Waterfront .............ccccooiiiiiinnn. 8",

(ii) “2.3.3 Vision for Precinct 3: Spring Garden Road Area ..........cccccuuuee.. 9,

(iii) “2.3.4 Vision for Precinct 4: Lower Central Downtown .........ccccoccuveeenne 107,
(iv) “2.3.6 Vision for Precinct 6: Upper Central Downtown .........cccccvveeenns 117,
(v) “2.3.7 Vision for Precinct 7: Historic Properties .............. cocovviiieeeennne 127,
(vi) “2.3.8 Vision for Precinct 8: Cogswell Area ..........cccooceveiviiies voviiieeeenne 137,
(vii) “2.3.9 Vision for Precinct 9: North End Gateway .........cccccccooiiiiiiniineee. 147,

deleting the words, dots and numbers under Chapter 3: Built Form and Precinct
Framework, Section 3.4 Development and Design Review Process, the following:

(i) “3.4.9 Waterfront Development ......... .ooooiiiiiiii e 277,
(ii) “3.4.10 Spring Garden Road Precinect ...........cccoviiiies vvieieiniieeee e 287
deleting the words, dots and numbers “5.3 Cogswell Interchange Lands............ 40” under

Chapter 5: Economic Development; and

deleting the words, dots and numbers “7.2.1 Waterfront Trail ...........cccceeeeo.. 49” under
Chapter 7: Transportation, Section 7.2 Active Transportation.

3. Amend key strategy “(4) Integrate the Cogswell and Cornwallis Park Gateway”, under Section 2.2 The
Ten Big Movies, under Chapter 2: Downtown Halifax Urban Design Vision and Principles, as shown
below in bold and strikeout, by:

(@)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(e)

deleting the words “the Cogswell and Cornwallis”, after the word “Integrate”, and before
the words “Park Gateway”, and replacing them with the words “Peace and Friendship”;
deleting the words “the Cogswell Interchange and Cornwallis”, after the words “The
transformation of”, and before the words “Park gateways”, and replacing them with the
words “Peace and Friendship”;

deleting the words “gateways”, after the word “Park” and before the words “will serve”,
and replace it with the word “gateway”;

deleting the words “catalysts”, after the word “will serve as” and before the words “for
revitalization”, and replace it with the word “catalyst”;

deleting the words “the redevelopment of the Cogswell Interchange and”, after the words
“Public support for”, and before the words “rejuvenation of”;



(f) deleting the words “Cornwallis”, after the words “rejuvenation of”, and before the words
“Park is tremendous”, and replacing them with the words “Peace and Friendship”; and

(g) deleting the words and comma “-particularly-inthe-Cogswell-area”, after the words “Park

is tremendous”, and before the words “due to opportunities”.

4. Integrate the Cogswell-and-Cornwallis Peace and Friendship Park Gateways

The transformation of the-Cegswell-nterchange—and-Cornwallis Peace and Friendship Park

gateways will serve as catalysts for revitalization and the attraction of new residents and
businesses to downtown. Public support for the-redevelopment-of the-Cogswell-lnterchange-and
rejuvenation of Cernwallis Peace and Friendship Park is tremendous;particularly-in-the Cogswell
area due to opportunities to provide more public open space and amenities, and new residential
and commercial development.

4. Amend Section 2.3 Downtown Precinct Visions, under Chapter 2: Downtown Halifax Urban Design
Vision and Principles, as shown below in bold and strikeout, by:

(a) deleting the word “nine”, before the words “distinct precincts”, and after the words
“Downtown Halifax features”, and replacing it with the word “two”;

(b) deleting Subsection 2.3.1 Vision for Precinct 1: Southern Waterfront in its entirety;

(c) deleting Subsection 2.3.3 Vision for Precinct 3: Spring Garden Road Area in its entirety;

(d) deleting Subsection 2.3.4 Vision for Precinct 4: Lower Central Downtown in its entirety;

(e) deleting Subsection 2.3.6 Vision for Precinct 6: Upper Central Downtown in its entirety;

(f)  deleting Subsection 2.3.7 Vision for Precinct 7: Historic Properties in its entirety;

(g) deleting Subsection 2.3.8 Vision for Precinct 8: Cogswell Area in its entirety; and

(h)  deleting Subsection 2.3.9 Vision for Precinct 9: North End Gateway before Policy 1.

23 DOWNTOWN PRECINCT VISIONS

Downtown Halifax features nine two distinct precincts as shown on Map 2, each with varying
characters, functional identities and building forms. The objective of defining these precincts is to
help focus and direct land uses, define appropriate character for development, protect heritage,
and direct public investment. The following precinct-specific vision statements articulate long-term
goals for these areas that support guidelines for development and public spaces established in
the Design Manual and through future functional plans outlined in this Plan.




2.3.2  Vision for Precinct 2: Old South Suburb Heritage Conservation District (RC-Jan 14/20; E

Aug 15/20)

The heritage value of the Old South Suburb Heritage Conservation District lies in its associations
with the early settlement of Nova Scotia as one of the first contiguous suburbs of the once fortified
town of Halifax. The district is valued as an area of traditional architecture, especially from the
Georgian and Mid-Victorian periods. It is also valued for its associations with the early social and
economic life of the waterfront city, including its vibrant railway industry of the 1920s and 30s with
Cornwallis Park, the CN Railway Station, and Hotel.

Improvements to Cornwallis Park and its framing streetscapes will enhance the image and
prestige of the park and serve as a catalyst for revitalizing the area. This will occur through the
creation of a traditional urban square framed by continuous at-grade commercial uses, cafes,
hotels and key civic destinations, including the train station. Speciality shops, restaurants and
services will be drawn to the distinct architectural character of south Barrington and Hollis Streets,
providing the local and surrounding residential population with convenience and complementary
amenities. Infilling of vacant lots combined with streetscape improvements will greatly strengthen
the precinct’s role as a link between the south end, the Spring Garden Road area, the waterfront
and the central downtown.

Defining landmark developments and improvements will include the enhancement of Cornwallis
Park to establish and formalize its civic function as the third anchor point in the triangle of
downtown public squares, which includes the Grand Parade and Public Gardens. The framing of
Cornwallis Park will be completed with a signature development at its south face, which can
integrate the existing grocery store function while providing a compelling architectural landmark
and public art installations to terminate the Barrington and Hollis view corridors. (RC-Jan 14/20;
E Aug 15/20)




2.3.5 Vision for Precinct 5: Barrington Street Heritage Conservation District (RC-Jan 14/20; E

Aug 15/20)

The Barrington Street Heritage Conservation serves as the central retail spine that connects to all
but one of the downtown’s precincts. Building on its exceptional assets, which include great
accessibility, traditional ‘main street’ charm, and an extraordinary assembly of historic resources,
this precinct will transform into one of the downtown’s key destinations for shopping, dining,
galleries, entertainment and cultural attractions. Sensitive adaptive re-use, additions and infill will
help to revitalize the corridor while reinforcing its historic character. A residential population and
small-scale businesses in the creative sector will be drawn to the loft spaces and prestigious
character associated with the grandeur of the historic buildings.

The heritage value of the Barrington Street Heritage Conservation District lies in the historic and
architectural significance of its buildings and civic open spaces, and its evolution as Halifax’s
principal downtown commercial street for the past 260 years. The open spaces, churches, and



historic government buildings at the northern and southern ends of the precinct provide tangible
reminders of the downtown’s social, civic, and religious development in the late 18th and early
19th centuries, and the continuation of these functions in the present day.

The northern and southern ends of the precinct are characterized by historic government buildings
and churches with a high order of architectural design set in landscaped open spaces, and defined
by formalized paths, perimeter walls, and public monuments. The old commercial part of the
precinct between these historic open spaces has a dense urban form based on the original block
pattern of sixteen, 12.2m x 18.3m lots per block. Some buildings occupy single lots; others occupy
double lots or larger lot consolidations. Buildings vary in width and height, from two to six storeys,
with most in the three or four storey range, giving the streetscape a varied skyline and block
profile. Some buildings are low and narrow, others higher and wider, in many cases with a
projecting cornice or parapet at the roof-line. This varied profile is an important character-defining
element of Barrington Street and contributes both to the architectural variety and human scale of
the street and the varied sunlight and shadow conditions.




Policy 1 HRM shall, through the applicable provisions contained in the Land Use By-law and
Functional Plans, implement the vision for downtown Halifax as outlined in this chapter



to guide future development and investment in public space in downtown Halifax. This
vision consists of the following components:

(a) Downtown Halifax Vision Statement;
(b) Guiding Principles;

(c) The Ten Big Moves; and

(d) Downtown Precinct Visions.

5. Amend Section 3.3 Building Height and Massing, under Chapter 3: Built Form and Precinct Framework,
as shown below in strikeeut, by:

(a) deleting the preamble relating to the YMCA recreation facility starting after Policy 9 with
the words and numbers “In 2011, a new YMC recreation facility”, and ending with the
words “and at the intersection three streets”; and

(b) repealing Policies 9A and 9B.

6. Amend Section 3.4 Development and Design Review Process, under Chapter 3: Built Form and
Precinct Framework, as shown below in strikeout, by repealing Subsections 3.4.9 and 3.4.10 after
Policy 28 and before Chapter 4.







7. Amend Chapter 5: Economic Development, as shown below in strikeout, by repealing Section 5.3
Cogswell Interchange Lands after Policy 49 and before Chapter 6.




8. Amend Section 7.3 Public Transit, under Chapter 7: Transportation, as shown below in strikeout,
by repealing Subsection 7.2.1: Waterfront Trail after Policy 72 and Before subsection
7.3.

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the by-law of which this is a true
copy was duly passed at a duly called meeting of the Council of
Halifax Regional Municipality held on the day of

,A.D., 20

GIVEN under the hand of the Municipal Clerk and under the
Corporate Seal of the said Municipality this day of
,A.D., 20

Municipal Clerk
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