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Item No. 10.2.9 

Request for Consideration 

 Agenda Item
(Submitted to Municipal 
Clerk’s Office by Noon at 
least 5 working days prior 
to the meeting)

 Added Item
(Submitted to Municipal
Clerk’s Office by Noon at
least one day prior to
meeting)

 Request from the Floor 

Notice of Motion 

Date of Meeting:  July 20, 2020 Council or Committee:  Board of Police Commissioners 

Subject:  Independent opinion on Legal Council for Board of Police Commissioners 

Motion for Council to Consider: 
That the Board of Police Commissioners seek an independent opinion to determine if the Board of 
Police Commissioners should or shouldn’t have its own legal counsel separate from HRM and HRP. 
The opinion should include: 

1. If the Police Act or the Board of Police Commission’s Policy Manual allows the Board to seek
independent legal counsel

2. If the current legal counsel arrangement provided by HRM could present as a conflict of
interest

3. How the board could receive on-going counsel for Commission meetings and any other
responsibilities of the Board.

Reason: The Board’s Mission is to provide independent civilian oversight, governance, and strategic 
leadership to the HRP and the RCMP within Halifax, reflecting the needs, values and diversity of 
Halifax’s communities. The Board’s independent status is achieved by ensuring accountability for 
oversight of the police services and their employees. To do this, the board needs to be able to receive 
unbiased legal opinions and advice when requesting reviews of policy’s and procedures. If HRP and 
HRM are providing the legal opinion for the board, this could be perceived as a conflict when seeking 
legal advice. In order for the Board to ensure independence when providing oversight of the operation 
of policing in Halifax the board must also feel confident that the advice that is being received is 
unbiased as possible.  

Outcome Sought: Independent opinion on if the Board of Police Commissioners should have 
independent legal counsel   

Councillor Lindell Smith District  8 



x
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Excerpts from Halifax Board of Police Commissioners Governance Review - prepared by Fred Honsberger and 

Mike Moreash (September 16, 2016) Pages 52-53  
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