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ARTISTIC FLOWER BED IN THE HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS.
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THIE BUSY EAST 3

A HISTORY OF THE HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS

ESTLING under the granite ramparts of the Cita-

e, the Halifax Public Gardens stretch south

and west, a beauty spot unsulpis:ed in America. The

rdens were a portion of the public common granted

o ofthefis setlers for oo and pasture

oo Agcholas ltars on Agrilie pire the

peaple to efforts in the dirction of more scientific
farming, a number of leading citizens of Halifax

formed a Hortcultural Sociey, s a sort of adjunct

In 1865, a further part of the

land was drained and levelled up, in the
vicinity of what is now the lake, and a flower bed laid
out. This tentative effort was due to Mr. Jo

attention and in which were set out flower beds;
prepe e
had a copy of the design laid out on the improved
Common lan

In 1867, the City Garden was formally opened to
the public by Sir Willam Young, the Chief Justice of
Nova Scotia. This garden <omprixed only two acres
and was situated on the east side of Griffn's Pond,
now known as the lake.

In 1870, Willam Barron, a Halifax merchant and
alover of flowers, became Chaiman of the Common
and Garden Commission, and he and his confreres set
to work to improve the gardens—Hfowers were plant-
ed and borders cut. The plants and flowers were the
gift of Alderman Barron and friends. Band concerts
were inaugurated on this small Gty Garden plot. The
ot e o Wi 5 o beautiful part of the

was then nothing but a swamp.
tme(1673), the ate Superintenden, Ri
was appointed. Halifex was specially fortunate in
having obtained a Superintendent so thoroughly quali-
out such work. M. Power

igh superannuated still keeps a loving over-
sight over his beloved gardenthe child of his creation.
May his memory live long in the hearts of the present
and e generstions who profit by the wise order-

ing of things, which have been chicfly due to him.
e

) judgment are seen
on every hand, and the best use has been made of the.
opportunity to make art corgparate with nature.

On Alderman William Ackhurst becoming Chs
man of the Board of Works, all iy ashes, tret

Digital copy of 102-7B-7 provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

Mac- MacCulloch to ask.

scrapings and clay from building foundations were
jumped in lheswimu tofllit p. T A
burst asked the City Council to gran $2,000 fo -
peove sad ay ot the led T gromitt sl wer
Jid o the lnd nd all beitg e ¢
was opened to th

e pr of the same y
‘This work was mghLy pxalsed b it Th e
Sunday was a great day- 3

—thousands visiting the gar-

tural Society occupied what is now
the southern part of the Public Gardens. In 1874
this society was heavily in debt—the members being
calle upon 10 mest th it o athey b never
received any profits, a meeting was called by J
iament to pass an Act giving
authority to sell out in building lots._Their plan was
to open an entrance cighty feet wide from Spring
Garden Road to where the small building now stands,
and have this as a new entrance to the City Garden,
sellng the lots on Spring Garden Road. Fifty fect on
e City Garden was leased from
lease had just expired. The lots on the west sde of
South Park et to Sy Grden Read
by the the Hon. Joseph Allson and were
e m n.g C\ty 10 be used as a garden as long as
they as such, There was also a part of the
Chikdo's Play Grosaes om the e s ghic i
City property.
was proposed to the City to sell the Horticul-
tural Socity’s garden—ayor Sinclair, William Bar-
ron and William Ackhurst, acting for the City. Mr.
Michacl Dwyer, Stephen Tobin and others convinced
the Civic Commiftee that it would kill the garden own-
cdy the Gy to have buidings and fences erscisd
around it, and carried a motion to sel out the Socie-
ty's property. A price of $15,000, core the So-
ciet’s ndebledoess nd giving $6000 to cach men-
B e i e WDy I Lot 1o
carry. qu proposition, as mas
were anious o get return for their money
beyond the price stipulated.  The. following year
Michacl Dwyer donated $400.00 to the Public Garden
Comissioners, as alo did Jarius Hart

In October, 1874, John R. Murray, of the firm
of Boggs & Murray, Hardware merchants, became
Chairman of the sion. The City was

now in possession of the whole property as now com-
prised in Garden square (17 acres). The Commis-
Sion had on hand 2,000 trees which came in use for
the Public Gardens, which was quite bare of trees at
that time. row of trees was planted on the Summer
Street side of the land and a row of elms and one of



VICTORIA DIAMOND JUBILEE FOUNTAIN (HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS)
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THE BUSY EAST 7

Jimes also, and two rows on Sackvile Street walks.
These frecs now for the lovely aenues in tat po
tion of the Gardens. At the time of the acquistion
of the Horticultural Garden, Croquet and Archery
Chabs e what 1 ow the Chkiers Play Grood

these games two.
Miitary bands played each weck
In 1875 work was started to connect the two
gardens and lay them out on a uniform plan. That
year a sale of all the superflucus stock belonging to
the old Horctural garden was caled and the sr-
plus stock sold and the receipts approj
T the midde.of June beds were

and extra Commissioners added. The old green house.
in the society part of the Garden was tom down

In 18789 the pond was changed from a square to a

miniature lake at the suggestion of Superintender

Power who supplied the plan. The old skating rin

als the first in Canada, was remodelel at a cost of
$15,000.

On the arival of the Marquis of Lome and Prin-
cess Louise, a concert was held in the Public Gardens,
under their patronage, which proved a decided suc-
cess. His Excellency snggexlzd an increase of salary
forthe Saperendent which v arec
n 1884, Richard Power, Superintendent, visted

Cru( Britain and Ireland to ol)lam new ideas in re-
lation to Parks and Gardens in those countries. His
cxpenien e delrayed by publc ssbcrpton. M,
Power e on Augut 24 Fand vised allthe poted
parks and gardens in the three countries mentione
and got many new and valuable ideas.

In 1887, the yer of Queen Vicoria's Jubie,

stand. The plan was drawn by
tect, and built by contract. The statues and bases
in the Gardens were donated by Sir William Young
and placed in position Jubilee Year. The gates at the
Pavilion, which were intended (or e auc
were purchased in Scotland, th 00.

In 1901, the City Cmmul grankd $1,600 for the
puchase and erection of th African Memorial
fountain, which wa ulwtﬂ:d by Mis. Alfed Jones
e i of His Honour, Licutepant Governor Joncs.
Anew iron fence at the cost of $10,629 replaced the

:
ML
!
i
é‘-
i

at the comer of Spring
commemorating lhe Norlh et Rebalion afscd to
is Excellency, Lord Aberdec

and Lady, unvuled Vi Died
fountain tn the presence of the Licutenant Govenor,

General Commanding the Adiral and the mesbers
of the Legidlature, Judges of the Supreme Court,
Prscents o he Ntonal Socicis, Mayorof il
England, etc. School children were all ass
2 ltformand sang chrusesofplritc il
ing the unveiling speeches by the Earl of Aberdeen,
Mavor of Bristol, Liesguaot Goveeor and Mayor
Stephens, were mac
1 you cter the Gardensfom the orh ate you
will pass a bronze monument erecte ‘commemor-
atethe mines of Halfx who died in the Souh AL
tican war. Passing down the path in a diagonal dir-
o ou come o » chayming il lake with
swais, wild geese and ducks swimming up its suface,
miniature stcamers and saiing vessels rest tranquilly
in its quiet surface.  East and west of the water wild
fowers spread a fragrant carpet around and gay litle
songbirds are in concert on the trees. On the west
i of the upper poron of the Gardensis  tall
fountain, in whose basin swim gol
rpentine beds of variegated flowers >
Tighting the xeafhebelder The vistor vl op
drink in the beauties of the delightful scene, or
rach the sl (G b vt in o s, o
about them on the green sward.

Schooner Launched in New Glasgow

The Eastern Chronicle under date of April 22nd
says:—"The MeNeil vessel sid from the launchways
at New Glasgow on Saturday afternoon as graceful
as any of the long list of previously constructed East
River vessels ever did. Due to the weather man the
Iaunching had bee postponed from Thursday, but he
delivered certain goods on Saturday. In these days of
picibion, |xunchmgs are dry affairs, so Saturday as
the tidy vessel rushed into the water, it was during a
harp downrmur ofrain. A retie model Bever loat:
ed on the river and she now les at the public wharf
having the fnishing touches appl
mased]and will e egitered at 300t
of keel is 145 feet. Mr. Charles McNeil is surely en-
titled to every congratulation in the success of his
building operation, much credit for the haste is also
due to Mr. Offer Preuther who is constantly in the
yard. To have tuned out such a handsome craft
wwould be an honor to any old experienced builders
and it is certain that this ship will score well as a saler
and cargo carrier with any provincial owned schoon-

r. The pity is that the ship marks what in all proba-
ity will be the last of wooden ships to be construc
ed in this county of Pictou. That good luck will at-
tend this vessel on her sailings is a not too generous
wish, and more especially so, as she will fly the M-
Neil flag and her sailings be dirccted from New Glas-
gow.
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PICTURESQUE VIEWS OF THE HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS
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BEAUTY SPOTS IN THE PUBLIC GARDENS, HALIFAX
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BAND STAND IN THE HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS.
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HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS
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