
CITY COUNCIL 
30 MARCH 1995 

REPORT - COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE COUNCIL, 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 

Adoption ofExecutiyety Parks 
Ordinance 188 - SECOND READING 

This matter had been given First Reading during a 
regular meeting of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 2 
March 1995, and had been further considered during a meeting of 
the Finance and Executive Committee held on Wednesday, 22 
March. 

Correspondence had been received from: - 

. Ms. Betsy Peterson, Apartment #416, 6969 Bayers Road, 
Halifax, B3L 4P3 (23 March 1995) 

• Mr. Victor Carvery, "on behalf of concerned citizens 
(30 March 1995) 

• Evangeline Cain-Grant, 6156 Quinpool Road, Halifax (30 
March 1995) 

MOVED by Alderman Blumenthal, seconded by Deputy  
Mayor Adams that Halifax City Council give second and final 
reading to the proposed "City Parks Ordinance" attached to the 
staff report of 27 February 1995 with the understanding that 
Section 6 (Camping) be amended to add Subsection 6(3) as 
follows: 

6(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the Africville 
Genealogical Society may hold their annual picnic and reunion 
in Seaview Park, subject to obtaining the approval of the 
Director as to the date therefor, which approval shall not be 
unreasonably withheld. 

Alderman Epstein adyised that, in his opinion, the 
Ordinance as proposed was inappropriate at this point in time, 
and MOVED, seconded by Alderman Downey that the provisions of 
proposed Ordinance 188 not apply to Seaview Park. The proposed  
amendment was put and defeated. 

Responding to a question put forward by Alderman 
Pottie, His Worship Mayor Fitzgerald advised Council that he 
and Aldermen Uteck and Blumenthal have met on several occasions 
with the Africville Genealogical Society during which time the 

• following arrangements (among others) had been agreed upon: 

• that the City of Halifax would donate to the Society 
approximately three acres of land on the shores of the 
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CITY COUNCIL 
30 MARCH 1995 

Bedford Basin for the use of a church and community 
centre; 

• that the City of Halifax would contribute $100,000 
toward the establishment of a scholarship fund; 

• that the City of Halifax would support the Society's 
request for services under the Infrastructure Program; 

• that the City of Halifax would support the Society's 
request for funding in the amount of $69,000 for a 
research officer; 

• that the City of Halifax would grant the Society 
through its research officer complete access to 
municipal records; 

• that, if on the basis of that research a legal argument 
could be put forward for redress, the City would join 
with the Society in correcting the matter; 

• that, if desired by the Society, the City would agree 
to rename Seayiew Park. 

Mayor Fitzgerald went on to emphasize that the 
details of the proposed Parks Ordinance had been discussed with 
the Society's lawyer, and that on the basis of concerns raised 
at that time, certain changes had been made. He added that the 
Ordinance is intended to apply to all City park areas and to 
all users thereof. 

On another but related matter, Mayor Fitzgerald 
emphasized that the City has given its word that, should the 
motion currently on the floor be approyed, negotiations will 
continue with the Africyille Genealogical Society concerning 
the individuals currently in residence in Seayiew Park. 
However, he emphasized that should after a reasonable period of 
time those negotiations fail, the City will take steps to 
enforce the proyisions of that Ordinance. 

The motion was put and passed. 

Amendment to Ordinance 179, the Residential 
Parking Permits Ordinance - SECOND READING  

• This matter had been giyen First Reading during a 
regular meeting of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 2 
March and had been further considered during a regular meeting 
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March 30, 1995 
Via Fax; 

Mayor and Alderpersons 
do Mr. Ed Kerr, City Clerk 
Clty of Halifax 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Pear Mayor and CounciUors: 

Re: Atricvrne 

EVANGELINE CAIN-GRANT 
6156 Quinpool Roart 

Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Tel: 422-3500 
Fax; 429-7848 

f. JL 

;f, L 

I Dlst'd. On d,_-d 
M (Date) 

A'd
ayo~-fflt-Ald., C/M C/S 

' • Aide, -Pr.ass. ' • 

MAR 30 1995 

C;ry CLE:'RK 
CfTV HALL 

-

The undersign~ have been retained by Eddie and Victor Carvery in connection with the impending 
enactment of a by•law de&igned to remove them from the site of the former Africville community in 
North Halifax. As their counsel we request that a copy of this letter be distributed to the Mayor and all 
Alderpersons and that this letter be read at the Council meeting scheduled for Thorsday, March 30~ at 
City Hall, Halifax, Nova Scotia, in conne.ction with the debate. on the proposed Parks Ordinance #188. 

The purpose of this letter is to ensure that City Council has an understanding of some of the concerns 
of our clients in sufficient time to act on those concerns by defeating the proposed Ordinance; or by 
removing the provisions in it which would purportedly preclude our clients staying on sHe in Africvilte 
(particularly paragraph 6 and paragraph 8); or to amend the Ordinance to specifically exempt Africville 
from the intended scope of the Ordinance until such time as the issues between the City and former 
Africville residents or their descendants have b~n satisfactorily resolved; or even deferring passage of 
the Ordinance pending resolution of Africville oornpe115ation and related issues. 

Our clients are very concerned about the manner in which the Parks Ordinance, which is clearly aimed 
at them, has come about. Our understanding is that a memo to Halifax City Council on the subject of 
Africville dated October 281 1994 was not even provided by the City to the Afrkville Genealogy Society 
for considered Jnput from members of the Society in a manner to permit any informed or timely input 
into the deliberations of the City Council at that time. Matters deteriorated rapidly from there to the 
imposition of impossible deadlines, and now to the creation of a new City Parks Ordinance which) after 
hundreds of years of family homes, Counci I, for the first time, finds a nee,d to prohibit camping and use 
of parks during the off peak hours, We sugge~t that it is no coincidence that the Ordinance has been 
developed at a time when our clients have been camping on the site for several months in order to draw 
attention to the need for resolution of the Africvilte issues. Nor is it a coincidence that the proposed 
Ordinance is being rushed through Council only a few months before the arrival of numerous delegates 
from the international community who might witness the peaceful protest and enquire about its causes. 

The camping and hours of operation provisions of the Ordinance are targeted at our clients. Indeed, the 
entire Parks Ordinance has apparently been manufactured around the objective of creating a legislative 
scheme to facilitate a second deportation of Blacks from the Africville site and to suppress the protest of 
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Page 2 
March ~0, 1995 
Re: Atricville 

former Africvi1le residents on the only occasion in many decades in which the international community 
will be focused on thi5. city, 

Our 'clients have every confidence that if adequate time is given to allow information exchange and debate 
within the membership of the Africville Genealogy Society that the overwhelming majority of members 
will be shown to strongly oppose the Parks Ordlnance until a fair and considered re.solution of the 
Africvilk issues are negotiated. The question has bun posed by at least one Council member, "are we 
dealing with an organization that represents Afrkville descendants or not'?" Unless an opportunity for: 
polling of member& of the Black Community at a grass roots level, after discussion. education and debate, 
is built into the consultation process, the aliswer is of course that this small committee which consented 
to this Ordinance is not representative of Africville residents or descendants. 

Our client:5 have a right to express them.selves on this important issue. The rueans of expression which 
is fitting to the cause of their protest and which expresses the depth of their feelings on the Africville 
jgsue is the occupation of the Africville site from which they and their family w~re involuntarily removed 
three decades ago. They assert that their right to express themselves in this way to the unique external 
audience in June is fundamental to reaching their ultimate audience which includes the City of Halifax 
and its residents. 

City Council has the opportunity of proving the Carvery's wrong in their supposition that the Parks 
Ordinance is conceived in bad faith, focused in a discriminatory fashion on them and specifically designed 
to remove them in advance of the G7 Summit. City Council also has the opportunity of proving that it 
genuinely does wish the input of the majodty of the membership of the Africville Genealogy Society. 
All that needs to be done is to exempt Seaview Park from the ambit of the Parks Ordinance, to allow a 
reasonable opportunity for dialogue and debate-within the Africville Genealogy Society. and unless the 
issues are resolved in a broad way, to allow the Carvery's to make their protest to the international 
community before rushing the Ordinance through second and third reading. 

If Council insists on jamming this legislation through, it must be prepared for the consequences. These 
could include: 

l , Legal action against the City for bad faith, discriminatory use of its legislative powers; and for 
breach of the ·constitutionally guaranteed right of {re.e expression and free assembly as well as 
damage claims associated with any attenipts to re-enact in the 1990's the forcible removal of 
Blacks from the Africville site which occurred in the 1960's; 

2. Dissatisfaction in all segments of society over the City's handling of this issue could result in the 
filing of numerous civil claims pertaining to the wrongful taking of land or the wrongful assertion 
of tide to land by the City arising from the events of the 1960's, before allowing the negotiation 
process to reach a reasonable conclusion; and 

3. Widespre.ad public and media protests now and through the G7 Summit conference may ensue. 

Please give the above your serious consideration. It woutd be very much appreciated if you could 
accommodate the concerns of our client by postponing these hasty and discriminatory measures. 
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Page 3 
March 30, 1995 
Re: Africville 

It should perhaps be addeii that the proposed Ordinance may not in any event, apply to the Afticville 
site in that it only applies to "land, owned by the City" and there is considerable dispute about the 
legitimacy of the City's title claims to this land. 

It should also be noted i:hat the Africville Genealogy Society has now obtained funding from the federal 
government in order to pursue research in connection with the Africville issues. This dof.!S signal that 
there is progress in attempting to resolve th~e issues. lt is frustrating for all concerned to have to await 
the passage of time in order for these issues to be dealt with fairly and properly. However, it is most 
important that they be dealt with fairly. In the 111eant1me, the "solution" of the proposed Ordinance 
should he placed on the back burner. 

We urge upon you that the Ordinance sbould oot be <:onsidered for final approva1 at this time. 

Yours truly, 

7 ~e-
Evangetine Caln-Grant 
Solicitor for Victor Carvery 

es 
Solicitor for Edward Carvery 

ECG/ms 
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March 30, 1995 

TO: Mayor Wal~er Fi•zgerald 
and Ci~y Council Members: 

RE:_ORDINANCE_188/SEAVIEW_PARK_(AFRICVILLE) 

I am wriiing on behalf of concerned ci~izens everywhere who would 
like &o see •he Sija-us-quo main~ained for Seaview Park. 

I urge you to consider ~his very 
adop•ing/passing ordinance 188 in4o law. 

carefully 

Considering ~he Level of communi~y supper~ i~ is our 
undertake a le••er wri~ing campagin •o Ci•y Council 
copies •o edi•ors and Ambassadors ~o ~he visi~ing 
iiih<: G-7 summiif1. 

i na1 ':'nill ion ll o 
Memb<:>rs with 
COUTIII' ri '::S of 
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MAYOR'S OFFICE 

Honorable Walter Fitzgerald 
Mayor of Halifax 
City Hall 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Walter Fitzgerald, 

; RECEIVED 
MAR 30 1995 

CITY CLERK 
CITY HALL 

(Date) 

Mayor ('/, Aid., C/M, 8/$1, 
Aid. Aide,, Press 

6969 Bayers Road #416 
Halifax. Nova Scotia B3L 4P3 
Maroh 23, 1995 

Yesterday I sat in City Council ror the first time. It was a 
model of decorum and respect compared to another nearby legislature. 

However I was appalled by the abrupt negative vote following 
the impassioned and heartfelt pleas concerning the campers at Afrio­
ville. Surely some period of discussion and deliberation among the 
councillors was 1n ordert some agreement to go slow and negotiate 
as Rocky Jones so eloquently pleaded. The effect on the Black comm­
unity was immediate and catastrophic; for short term gain, the Co~­
cil has coldly rejected and insulted this symbolic stand 1n the park 
and thereby dismissed the growing inter-racial harmony and coopera­
tion in this city. The results will be far-reaching •• So much for 
the International Day for the Elimination of Raoism~ 

It surely seems plain: if the Council and the City are so pro­
tective of their Showcase Halifax and their 11best foot forward" image 
vis a vis the G7, just wait till this news of Halifax discrimination 
and bitterness hits the international press and Internet! Irrepar­
able damage to this city and its good name. Worse still, raoia.1 ten­
sions and bad feelings from the past are seriou,aly compounded. I 
am ashamed. 

Sincerely in concern, 

Digital copy of 102-1B-1995-03-30it14.1 Submissions to Council re. Amendments to Parks Ordinance provided by Halifax Municipal Arhcives



COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE p~/ 
22 MARCH 1995 

• 

Adoption of a New City Parks Ordinance, 
Ordinance 188 - FOR CONSIDERATION AND REPORT 

This matter had been given First Reading during a 
regular meeting of Halifax City Council held on Thursday, 2 
March 1995. 

An Information. Report dated 7 March 1995 was 
submitted from the Director of Engineering and Works. 

MOVED by Alderman Blumenthal . seconded by Deputy 
Mayor Adams the Finance and Executive Committee recommend 
that Halifax City Council gi ve second and fi na 1 readi ng to 
the proposed "City Parks Ordinance" attached to the staff 
report of 27 February 1995 with the understanding that 
Section 6 (Camping) be amended to add Subsection 6(3) as 
follows: 

6(3) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the Africville 
Genealogical Society may hold their annual picnic and reunion in 
Seaview Park, subject to obtaining the approval of the Director as 
to the date therefor, which approval shall not be unreasonably 
withheld. 

The following individuals addressed Council in 
opposition to the proposed Ordinance: 

• Ms. Ann Duffy • Mr. Edward Carvery 
• Mr. Harold Flint 
• Mr. Errol Sharp 
• Mr. Fred Furlong 

• Mr. Victor Carvery 
• Mr. B. A. (Rocky) Jones 
• Mr. Charles Vemb 

• Mr. Randy Mapp • Ms. Lynn Jones 

While acknowledging the comments put forward by the 
previous speakers, Alderman Uteck emphasized that the 
Africville Genealogical Society had reviewed the proposed 
Ordinance and, more specifically, had helped to draft 
subsection 6(3) as outlined in Alderman Blumenthal 's motion. 
The Al derrnan went on to point out that, as part of a 
committee established by Council to address certain of the 
concerns raised by those speakers, he had been given to 
understand that the Genealogical Society had been authorized 
to represent the concerns of the former residents of 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
22 MARCH 1995 

Africville. Given the degree of opposition expressed during 
today's meeting and the absence of any of the Society's 
members, Alderman Uteck questioned whether that was, in fact, 
the case. 

Alderman Blumenthal emphasized that the question 
of compensation for former Afri cvi 11 e residents and the 
introduction of a municipal parks ordinance are, in his view, 
two very different issues. He went on to make reference to 
the committee established by Council several months ago, and 
indicated that, in his view, the City is acting in good faith 
in its dealings with the Genealogy Society to resolve the 
issues surrounding compensation. 

Alderman Epstein indicated that he would be voting 
against the motion, adding that, in his opinion, the City has 
not yet done all it can to foster a good relationship with 
its black community. Given the current state of affairs, the 
Alderman questioned whether the introduction of the parks 
ordinance was appropriate at this point in time, suggesting 
that it should perhaps be postponed until "the healing 
process" is complete. 

Concurring with the comments put forward by 
Alderman Epstein, Alderman Downey recommended that further 
discussion on this matter be deferred until a recommendation 
on compensation has come forward. 

After some further discussion, the motion was put 
and passed with Aldermen Downey and Epstein voting in 
opposition. 
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Copy of 102-1C-1995-03-22it.2.4 Committee of the Whole submission provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

Note from Archives: the following 5 pages are the rough shorthand notes taken by the City Clerk at 
the March 22, 1995 Committee of the Whole meeting including a summary of the oral presentations 
made by supporters of the protestors at Africville who felt they were being threatened by the new 
Parks Ordinance.  We present them here because the minutes from that meeting only list the 
speakers without any details of what they said.
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FROM HALIFAX METRO WELFARE RIGHTS 

Mr. Harold Fl int 
3706 Lynch Street, 
Ha li f a.x, N. S. 
831< 3L2 

City Clerk 1 s Offi~e 
P.O. Box 1749, 
Halifax,N.S. 
B3J 3A5 

PHONE NO. 

AtTENTION: Mr. Ed Kerr 

Dear Sir: 

4258586 

March B,1995 

lam requesting the p~rmission of your office and city 
Council tn do a presenbation b~fore City Councll on March 2 2, 
1995, This presenta tion would be l,o the City Council. Meeting 
of the WhOlQ. It would be opposing th~ noed for the proposed 
Ordinance Number 188- nespectfng City Parks, 

I am opposing thi~ p~oposQd Ordin~ncc ~s being unfair, unjust, 
~ncl VP~Y unnecessary- now or ever. 

I will try to submit my presLwt..ition in advance ao t hat. 
City Council will know exacLly whc~e 1 ~tand, 

Thank you tor your speedy co~operation in this matter. I 
am looking fo.rward to your positive response. 

Sincerely, 

»a.,v,PJ 1-~ 
Harold Flint 

P02 
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--· FROM HALIFAX METRO WELFARE RIGHTS 

Mr. Edward carvery 
}l.f r i cv i 11 e , 
Halifax,N.S. 

City Clerk's Office 
P,0, Bo~ 1749, 
Halifax,N.S. 
1:13J 3A5 

PHONE NO. 

I 

A~TENTION: Mr. Ed Kerr 

Dear Sir: 

4258586 

March 13,1995 

I am requesting ~he ,permission of your officP rlnn r.ity 
Council to do a presentation before City Council on March 22, 
1995. Thi~ proccntation would be to the City Council Meetjng 
of the whoJe. Tt would b~ opposing the need forth~ proposed 
Ordinance NumbQr 188-RespecLing City Park~-

I am oppoBing thl~ proposed Ordinance as being unfQ1r,unjust, 
and very unnecessary-now or evrr. 

I wil.l try to submit my presHrnl.;:it:i.on in adva.t'l.ce so that 
City Council will kqow ex~cl.ly whArR T stand. 

Thank you Eor your sp@~dy co-oper~tion in this matter. I 
am looking forvard to your positive r~8pnn~~-

Sinc,erely, 

bdwc...rc.d c~~~-~ Qlk -A-,() 
Edward carvery I 
per A.D. 
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'/<' ~ 
MEMORANDUM 

ALDERMEN'S OFFICE 

CITY OF HIU.IFAX 

TO: Aldermen 

FROM: Claude Isaacs, Aldermen's Office 

DATE: March 14, 1995 

SUBJECT: Attachment 

The attached pages were brought in by Mr. Victor Carvery on March 
14. Mr. Carvery asked that we circulate his proposal to the 
Aldermen. He stated that these are some ideas that he has and 
would like Council to consider once the matter of Africville 
compensation has been finalized. 

CLAUDE ISAACS, 
ALDERMEN'S OFFICE 

/kas 

, 
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Pl;OPO'.,AL 

SUPEffERAI N 

1. The suuertrain would be one that runs on a monorail 
( single track), or a com.'!luter t;,rpe train such as the 

one in Calgary, Alberta. 

2. Why does metro need one? 
For the future, neople will need to ~et to work on 
time, in snite of heavy traffic on the roads. The 
suuertrain would offer a fast, worry-free ~eans ~ 
transport. It is likely thst in future, hi~hway 
rush hour trEffic will become a serious problem in 
metro, that is Bedford, Sack-,rille, Halifex, end 
Dartmouth. 

3. How will it be financed? 

5. 

There would, of course need to be an initial invest­
ment by the metro authorities, but ultimately the train 
v.rould -pay for itself in the form of. fares &nd special 
event tr&nsit. 

How will it increase employment? 
At the first, neople will 6e ernnloyed in the construc­
tion of the rsil lines, depots, certral station (wttich 
would be located at Africville), and related facilities. 
After beil"'.fr, built, further em-clo-:vment would be due to 
the trains' oneration 8~ maintenance, as well as fare 
and schedule office workers arld 7rounds crews. 

Will it reduce nollution end traffic? 
The obvious benefits of the sun3rtrein are a reduction 
in ~ollution since the trEins themselves would use elec­
tricity, and less nroblems with treffic congestion. 

6. rrhe de siv.n? 
A study of the com~uter trains in TorJnto a~d Calgary 
would be instructive to secure the be~efits of design 
and routing, and 2void. r:ny nossible ui tfells which 
these cities mi~ht have ex~erienced with their trains. 

7. What about service and routing? 
These would have to be determined in detail, but the 
general idea is to link ell the '::tetro municipslities 
with efficient and effective service. 

I 
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✓ 

HIS'i10EI CAL PAIRK 

1. r,.,:hat kind of facilities would be included in the histori-
cal park concent? 

The conce~t of an historical nark centers around the 
Africville memory snd the ~lRce of Africville in the 
development of the Bleck Tradition in Nova Scotia. 
I'o acco:-nodate this, a '.nuseum ·.-iould be constructed to 
house Africville memorebilie on-site, and function in 
other areas of service. Photos, traditionsl lifestyle 
wares, stories, 8rtwork, etc, would contribute tot~ 
muse~~rs inventory. 

2. Other services? 

The historic~l nark would include, in conjunction with 
end corrrolementary to t:1.e r>1useum, a re::ie2rch cente:r for 
-she city of H01lifax lm6 surroundirg communities, SUD­

plying such ir:ii'ormsti'._~n • s.s tm f'onndi.!!p; of HalifRx 
and its environs, and Slack history catalop:ued for the 
area. 

3. ·rours? 

A walking tour could be ~.r1"'."J.e-,1ented 2s ;)art of tl::e 
museur-1 1 s -cror:rem. It 1.-:ould inform visitors on where 
the hist ,;ri c bu.ildings on c-e stood, the c':1urch, Dost 
office, Dolice station, 2.r,d the homes of i'smous citizens. 

4. What oth~r ettractions or Pctjvities? 

For interested visitors, there would be boat tours e~ 
fishing onnortunities. Shons on-site in a certain 
location woulc. include arts Br...d cr8.fts, clothin_:;,: 2.nd 

T- T-shirt store, a souve~ir boutique, e resteur~nt, end 
a fish and exotic food store • 

.5. Jobs? 

Job creation would be the result oi' the buildtnr:s, "ro­
prans, e~ shons located on the nronertv, as well es the 
construction of the su~ertrr!n station end m~intenance 
of the nronerty. 
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The Africville site would be an ideal plsc~ to 
imnlemsnt s ·e,inter cB.rnivel for eP.stern C2nada, 
Atlantic Provinces. 

2. Is there snouph snow to warrr~t J~e? 

:,raturalJ.y the d.'.'lte 01· the cor~,i vr,l 1•1ould be continr.ent 
on tbe s.:1nual sno-.dall, but th0 d:c.,te ca.n be rr,a,fo flex­
ible and annou~ced e8cn year. 

3. 1--i'ho is this .for? 

This &ctivity on the i··ist;'.)r5.csl rrourc.s ';.'ould be a 
wonderful occasion for the ma~oritv of ths metro 
population to turn out £or a ~inter wonderland, 8D 

outinp. fJr 7oun,et rmd old elike. This could even 
be a~ attrection f~r tourists. 

u~ Entertainment? 

'?his funi'illed ccu."'"'le oi' d1)ys would tnvolve ~··ir.ter 
rrf;nes ( s"ho'r'ts) ,:.3 ·,.;ell 8s entert?":.!lmert in the form 
o:i' bands, "':')icnic-tv""De food 'J'er,:3:tnp: 2.nd feir-r:round 
sa::rvices. 
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City Clerk's Office 
P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, NS 
83J 3A5 

Ph: 421-6536 
Fax: 421-6480 

ATTENTION: Mr. Ed Kerr 

Dear Sir, 

March 15, 1995 

I am requesting the permission of your office and City Council to do a presentation 
before City Council on March 22, 1995. 

This presentation would be to the City Council Meeting of the Whole, and would be 
to state opposition to the Proposed Ordinance # 188, respecting City Parks. 

I am opposing this proposed Ordinance as being unfair, unjust and unnecessary- now 
or ever. 

Thank-you for your speedy cooperation in this matter. I look forward to your positive 
response. 
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. fij, J995 

CITY CLERK 
CITY HALL 

PETiTION 

WHEREAS: The issues of the expropriation of land and the rel a~ e residents./ . 
of the former Africville have not been addressed to the satisfaction of the 6 
residents and descendants of Africvil!e; and 

WHEREAS: Racism was a major factor le:;:iding up to and throughout the period of the 
expropriation and relocation; and 

WHEREAS: There is evidence that racism plays a significant role in the continued lack 
of progress in bringing this situation to a just conclusion; and 

WHEREAS: Alderman Blumenthal has presented a motion to City Council (proposed 
Ordinance 188), with the ulterior motive of removing peaceful demonstrators who are 
protesting against the injustice ahd racism which has been directed at former Africville 
residents; and 

WHEREAS: This motion adds further insult to the injuries of the people of Africville; 

WE THE -UNDERSIGNED DO HEREBY STATE OUR TOTAL OPPOSITION TO 
PROPOSED ORDINANCE #188. AND OUR STRONG -SUPPORT FOR THE 
DEMONSTRATORS AT SEAVIEW PARK, WHO ARE STRUGGLING FOR A PEA.CEFUL 
AND FAIR RESOLUTION TO AN HISTORICAL lNJUSTICE. 

NAME (print) ADDRESS 

1 ~ 

10 

Please return completed petitions PRIOR TO MARCH 22/95 to: 
Halifax Metro Welfare Rights ~ 2085 Gottingen Street, Halifax 
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ANN DUFFY 
238 'M' Block, Mulgrave park, 
Halifax,N.S. 
B3K 3J5 

City Clerk's Office 
P.O. Box 1749, 
Halifax,N.S. 
B3J 3A5 

ATTENTION: Mr, Ed Kerr 

Dear Mr. Kerr: 

March 17,1995 

Please find enclosed a copy of my possible presentation, 
for City Council and City Staff. I would appreciate it if 
this can be circulated to all City Council by the Meeting 
of the Whole, on Wednesday, March 22,1995 at 2p.rn .. 

Thank you for your co'-oper:atinn' in this important matter. 

It is my hope that City Council will take a serious· look 
at my proposal. 

Sincerely, 
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FROM HALIFAX METRO WELFARE RIGHTS PHONE NO. 

Ms. Ann Duffy 
238 'M' Block, 
Mulg-rave Park, 
Ha ti fax , N , S . 
B3K 3J5 

City Clerk's Office 
P.O. Box 1749, 
Halifax, N. s. 
B3J 3A5 

MAR '2' 2995 

ATTENTION: Mr . Ed. Kerr 

Dear Sir: 

4258586 

March 7,1995 

I am reques ting thP perm .i ~s ion o f your office ano. ci ly 
Coun~il to ~o a present~ Lion bAfore City Council on March 22, 
1995. This pres~ntat ion wuu1d be to the City Council Mee ting 
of the Whole , I t wou ld b~ opposing the need of and th~ f ormQt 
of the ProposRd Ordin~nce number 188-Ru~pecting City Parks. 

I am opposing th is propo~ cd Ordinance on two ground8: 
l)l t is totally unnec essa ry and 
2) It is agains t. basi c h uma n freedoms and rightr:;, 

I will submit my prA.c:;1':'nt. a tion in adva nce oo thu t Ci ty Council 
wi 11 know exactly wher~ r ~tand. 

t hank You fnr your spee dy r.o-opcr~t:inn in thi s matter. 
I am l ooking fnrward to your positive rAsponse . 

Sincerely, 

P02 
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MAR-l7-95 MOK 9:38 

METRO COALITION FOR A NON-RACIST SOCIETY 
P. 0. Box 9409, Station A1 Halifax, N. S., B3K 5S3 

March 17, 1995 

Via Fax #421--6480 

Mr. Ed Ken: 
City Manager 
City of Halifax 
Old City Hall 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Dear Mr. Kerr: 

Re: Ordinance #188 • Respecting City Parks 

f' 02 

We understand that this Ordinance is on the agenda for the Committee of the whole meeting on 
March 22, 1995. 

The Metro Coalition for a Non,Racist Society would like the opportunity to address the Mayor and 
Council at that time. 

Should you require additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me at 423-8105 (Dalhousie 
Legal Aid Service). 

Yours truly. 

~~~ 
for the Metro Coalition 

JF:dlh 

b:\kert_ml7 
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Metro Coalition for a Non-Racist Society 
P.O. Box 9409, Station A, Halifax, Nova Scotia B3K 5S3 

March 22, 1995 

Mayor and City Council 
City of Halifax 
Halifax, Nova Scotia 

Re: New Municipal Parks Ordinance 

The Metro Coalition for a Non-Racist Society opposes this brand-new Municipal Parks 

Ordinance as a hypocritical and racist proposal to deal punitively with a political issues. This 

ordinance is not intended to service the citizens of Halifax. Rather, it is a way to hide the 

appalling history of the treatment of Africville residents from the scores of international media 

representatives who will descend on Halifax in June for the G-7 summit. 

If the City of Halifax wishes to serve its citizens by beautifying our environment, then apply 

serious standards and $2,000 a day fines to slum landlords in this city, so that building codes 

and standards would have enough teeth to punish irresponsible property owners. 

The fact is that two men are occupying land which should never have been a municipal park, 

but should have remained a community, properly serviced by the city. That Africville is now 

a municipal park which is the location of a peaceful, non-violent protest is causing 

embarrassment to municipal officials who do not want to be reminded of the shameful way the 

community was treated. The City of Halifax failed to provide Africville with adequate 

municipal services or protection from noxious dumping and then removed the people because 

of the conditions created by that failure. 
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Rather than resolve the issue of compensation to former residents of Africville, the city now 

proposes to pass a by-Jaw which will render a legal protest illegal and then proceed to fine the 

protesters at a punitive level not reserved for even the most outrageous violations of other city 

ordinances. 

There are certainly issues in Halifax which require the urgent attention of city council in terms 

of legislative change and by-law enforcement. These issues include substandard housing, urban 

decay, non-payment of property taxes, serious environmental concerns and the poverty of 

citizens force<l to rely on municipal social assistance. 

Compensation for former Africville residents, however, is an outstanding that requires political, 

not legislative or punitive measures. We urge you to turn your attention to this matter, and the 

presence of the two tents in Seaview Park will resolve itself--perhaps even before the G-7 

conference. 

for the Metro Coalition 
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Dalhousie Legal Aid Service 
A Community Service of Dalhousie University 

March 17, 1995 

Mr. Ed Kerr 
CITY CLERK'S OFFICE 

P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, N.S. 
BFJ 3AS 

Dear Mr. Kerr: 

I am requesting the permission of the City Clerk"s office and City Col.Inell to speak to City Council on 
March 22, 1995. I would like to address the proposed Ordinance Number 188 respecting City Parks, 

Yours truly, 

~~ WcuQ 
j rxJ..B.A. Rocky fon~ 
D Barrister & Solicitor 

BAJ:dlh 

b:\clty 

5557 Cunard Stri:!\lt I lalilax Canada BJK 1CS 1902) 423"8105 
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Dalhousie Legal Aid Service 
A Community Service of Dalhousie University 

March 17, 1995 

Mr. Ed Kerr 
CITY CLERK'S 0FFlCE 

P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, N.S. 
BFJ 3AS 

Dear Mr, Kerr: 

r, 0 'j r, '_, 

I am requesting the permission of the City Clerk's office and City Council to speak to City Council on 
March 22, 1995. I would like to address the proposed Ordinance Number 188 ri;specting City Parks. 

H. Annette Evans 
Senior Law Student 

HAE:dlh 

5557 Cunard Street Halifax Canad~ BJK 1C5 \902) 423-8105 
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March 17, 1995 

Mr. Ed Kerr 
CrrY CLERK·s Or:FICE 

P.O. Box 1749 
Halifax, N.S. 
BEJ 3A5 

Dear Mr. Kerr: 

I am requesting the permission of the City Clerk's office and City Council to speak to City Council on 
March 22, 1995. I would like to address the proposed Ordinance Number 188 respecting City Parks. 

Yours truly, 

. A~~1~~ -(f" / Edward Carvery 

EC:dlh 

b:\city 
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SENT BY: 3- 20-95 1: 24PM CUPW Atlantl c...., 902 421 6480:# 

CANADIAN UNION OF POSTAL WORKERS 
SVNDICAT DES POSTIERS DU CANADA 
APFILIATI.Oi'IS: C ANAl>lA.-.; LAIIOVR C:CJ.NUlll:lS • !>OST AL Tf.Li'OI.A1'1l. Tl!Ul~HONC lJ'IT61U<ATION/II. 

Q.)NGQU OU TllAVAII . OU CANADA • ll'fnilll'IA1'1'0 .... ,\!.lll l>BS POSTH, TICL~RA.11-lrt. 7'1il.f•Plf(JN~~ 

March 20, 1995 

6980 MUMFORD ROf\O, SUITE 104, HALll"AX, NOVA SCOTIA 63L 4P1 
TELEPHONE: 46+5812 FAX 453~953 

BY TELECOPIER - 421-6~80 

City Clerk's Office 
P. o. Box 1749 
Halifax 
Nova Scotia 
B:3J JAS 

ATTENTION: Mr. Ed Kerr 

sir: 

I am requ~sting the permission of your of fice and city council to 
make a presentation before City council on Maroh 22, 1995. 

This presentation would be to thQ City Council Meeting of the 
Whole, and would be to state opposition to the Proposed Ordinance 
#188, respecting City Parks. 

lam opposing this proposed Ordinance as being unfair, unjust and 
unnecessary - now or ever. 

Thank you for your speedy cooperation in this matter. 
forward to your positive response. 

sincerely, 

Fred Furlong 
Education & Orga 

ds/opeiu 225 

Officer 

I look 
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TO: 

RECEl\lED 
,MAR 2! 1995 

C~T\t (;~_L·:~1~, 
C lT\I r "'-' U ... 

Halifax City Council 

INFORMATION 

FROM: 

DATE: 

Director of Engineering and Works 

07 March 1995 

SUBJECT: Municipal Parks Ordinance 

Orig in: 

council Question of 02 March 1995 from Alderman Dowey 

(/' 

/.ijM---.~--~/, Submitted by : 

Di~ector of Bngineering and Works 

city Manager's concurrence: / ~ 
City Manager 

circulation and Concurrence: 

Legal and Corporate Affairs 
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Background: 

At the 02 March 1995 City Council Meeting, Alderman Downey asked 
to be provided with information from staff prior to the 22 March 
meeting, as to the name and location of the City parks which will 
be excluded from the proposed Ordinance by virtue of the fact 
that regulations pertaining to their operation are already in 
force. 

Discussion: 

The proposed Ordinance Number 188 Respecting City Parks is 
intended to include all City owned parks except Point Pleasant 
Park. This park is administered under the direction of the Point 
Pleasant Park Commission, and has a specific Point Pleasant Park 
Ordinance #11 governing its operation. 

The proposed City Parks Ordinance is proposed to provide remedies 
for potential situations in all other various City park areas not 
presently covered by existing Ordinances or not clearly defined 
under the Protection of Property Act. 

Two Ordinances, #10 Halifax Commons and Ordinance #lOA Grand 
Parade have existed for many years, however both are somewhat 
dated and very limited in what they control and are specific only 
to each of these areas. 

Upon approval and implementation of an overall City Parks 
Ordinance, staff will probably recommend to City Council that we 
abrogate these two Ordinances as the proposed City Parks 
Ordinance will provide much clearer legislated protection and 
control of these areas as well, then presently exists. 

Budget Implications: 

None 

Alternatives: 

None 

Prepared and Approved by : 

Stephen King, Superintendent 
Parks & Grounds Division 

SAK/lk 

.. 
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