
• BOARD m, SCHOOL COH~'ISSI ONERS 
FOH THE CI'i1Y OF HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA 

81 Beckville StrePt 

Ju 1 ~r 2 5 , l 9 41~. 

R. N. MacKinnon, Esq., 
Cor:i--iissionPr of Works, 
City Hall, Halifax, N. S. 

Dea~ Sir: 

today, th 
Afric'.ri l, e 
Boe.rd 
which r st 

wouln., a 
be mored 
br> brought 
you again in this regarJ and to ask 

ld 

any possibility of this b~ing donP. The Board would 
bP quite ~illing t~ pay over to thP City the amount of 
~i75. 00, which the well would cost, &A part of the 
capt of niping the watPr to tho School. 

A~ Parly reply wo~ld be greatly 
appreciated, ae the ~attPr ~urt be srttled one way or 
the rithPr vcr:, Ahortly, in order tr.nt provi9ion "!lay bP 
made for thP c~ildrAn on the openlnq of thP School, 
after vacat::.on. 

I am, 
Thankin!; you for an early :rP.ply, 

Y•.Jurs vF>ry tru1;r, 

( SGD.) H. F. BEZANSON, 

Secretary-TreasurPr. 

PUBL\" 
~ ,...,. . :· •--: ,... OF NO A SCOTIA 
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jt, Mo. MACKINNON, C. E. 
• COMMISSIONER OF WORKS 

OFFICE OF COMMISSIONER 

OF WORKS 

WATER SUPPLY - AFRICVILLE SCHOOL 

His Worship the Mayor. 

Sir: 

AUGUST 

1 ~ 4 4 

HALIFAX 
NOVA SCOTIA 

Attached hereto is a copy of a letter 
received from Mr. Bezanson, Secretary of the School 
Board with reference to the water supply for the Afric­
ville School. 

The nearest su~ply to this school is at 
the corner of Robie Street and Hospital Lane, at a dis­
tance of 1,500 feet. 

The estimated cost of a 6-inch cast iron 
pipe from this point would be between $8,000. and $13,000. 
depending unon the amount of rock formation encountered. 

If the water was only r~quired for the 
summer months at times when the wells were dry, l½-inch 
galvanized nipe could be laid near the surface at an 
estimated cost of $1,000. 

This would be for school purposes only, and 
for which the ,ater Department will expect a revenue~ 

ru1:·AcK:BS 
ENC. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Commissioner of Works. 

PUBLIC ARS ,' ·-s OF NOVA SGOTIA: 
H, ,LI:-, X, fL S. 

Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Mr. H.F. l3ezanson• 
Sec I t. Treasurer, Board of School Com1:1is nioners 

for the City of Hal.1froc, r. s. 
81 Snckville Str et 1 City. 

Dear Sir:-

The Co::un1ttee on Works at a meeting hnld on the Sth instant, 
considAred a report of tho Comm1os ioner of Works, a copy of which is atto.chod, 

together with your letter addressed to the Co.lJil11ssioner under date o! Jul.7 25, 
1944, with reference to Water Su,Pl7 for the Afr1catlll• School. 

During discussion of the matter the 001111:iittee called the 

Executive Secretary of the Post War Planning Commission. He informed the 
Committee that it is considered that the Commins1on•e report on Post War 
Planning, including possible recommendations regarding the Afr1C1tille area 

will be completed and submitted to Cit7 Council at the end of the year 

approxirna.tel7. 

In consideration of the pres P-nt uncertainty as to the future 

use of AfriOVUl~ •• the Committee does not favor an ex.:.1enditure <> u·w.. 
eight to thirteen thousand dollars for the purpose of extending the water 

supJly thereto, as a different use of the area ;n future might necessitate 

installation of another size of water main. 
The Committee directed me to forward the attached cop7 of 

the Commissioner's report and to ask that the Board of School Commis!"ionere 

consider the feas1b111t7 of installing a deeper well. 

The Committee dec14ed that if the Board considers a deeper 
well would be feasible, the7 vill recom.,:end. to CU7 Council that the CUT 

of Halifax contribute a part of the cost of the vell. 

Yours t rul7, 

TJM/rN . Clerk of Works. 

' 

PUBLIC J.. i ·-
•~. ". -...; 1..F ;';GVA 
H!,LIF /'.,X, f J. S. SCOTIA; 
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•• 
., ,t, 

Halifax, N. S., 
August 11, 1944. 

To His Worship the Mayor and 
Members of the City Council. 

Gentlemen:-
At a meeting of the Finance and Execu­

tive Committee held on the above date a report from 
the Committee on Works regarding the matter of in-. 
stalling an Artesian Well at Africville, was considered. 

Your Committee recommends that in view 
of the fact that the Board of School Commissioners 
is installing a well at Africville for the use of 
the school that the installation of the second well 
be deferred for the present. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. P. Publicover, 
CITY CLERK. 

\.J 

Cl I ' , .., I ' ' ' • ' \'i. s . ..,v \-\. -· J,1 

Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



,f . • 

Lit-. R.H. ~toddard, 
Deputy Cil.y Clerk, 
City ~,!.Eil l, 
Ilelifax, ?~ . S. 

Deer .:;1r: 

RGi 35-102 ( €r+S) 301.f ,-~ 

AUguBt 
11 

1 9 4 4 

The C O!'.nittee on ortcs at a ~.eeting hold on th:... 8th 
instant con~iderec! your letter of :mgust 7 1 1944, in which 
you advise that the Public Health end \lelfaro C. t1Tilittt~e re-

' commended that sewer end water tacili ties be installed to 
meet the needs oi' the .:.trioville reBidents, instead of per­
:1iseion belne r,ranto:: to erect a privy there as reco::r.:ended 
to tt.e Public Health tmd Welfare Comnitteo by the SanitE,ry 
r-:ngiueer ~ :r. . C • Thomas. 

The Cor!l.:nittee c , l. led tti0 -~xeoutiv-e ;_,eorr.:: tnry of the 
1"1ost .,ar Pll-1 r: ·1 ing Conmission who infur rn.ed tbe!:l thet it is 
considered that the C O:.llrLl.SHion' s rgpur .., on .JOSt-war planning 
including ~J,, ssible recora .endations regarding the Afrioville 
area, v1:ill be completed ~ nu s nbrn.itted to : i ty Council et the 
end ot this year approximately. 

In consi.deration of the present uncerteinty a • to thlj 
tuture use or ,·.tr1cv1 ... le th Committee doe .. not revo11r a 
~arge exp6nditure ror the purpose or ext i ncting sewer find 
water mains t hereto, as such installatl ns ':Jay n t be sotis­
taotory if . tht? area is used for a different purpose in :· Jture. 

Therefore as en elternatlve the Committee ap;.1r-\ved 
o:· the s r,.-.itary Sn,t.neer' e recomc~ndation that pernission be 

_e;ranted 'to areot a- privy. 

v er:- truly y·.Jurs 1 

.. 

T. J. oore, 

Clark ~· f f-lorks 

r j>~ r : 

r,JY' '-'. '.' ·-::.s C'F ~'. 'JVA SCOTIA, 
P\JDU': I i/.L. ,j,, r L S. 
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. 
t . .J. MOORE. HALIFAX 

NOVA IICDTIA CL~RK OF WORKS 

OFFICE OF CLERK OF WORKS 

August 11, 1944 

ARTESIAN WELL FOR RESIDENTS AT AFRICVILLE 

The Chairman and Members of .l!'inance and Executive Committee. 

Gentlemen: 

A meeting of the Committee on Works was held on this 
date at which were present Deputy Mayor Ahern, Chairman; Alder­
man DeWolf, Alderman Breen and Alderman Heard.on, together with 
r ·epresentati ves of the Board of School Comm.is sioners for the 
City of Halifax, N. s., and of' the Department of Public Health 
and Welfare. 

Those present discussed the problem of water and 
sewer facilities for Africville. 

J!'ollowing discussion the members of the Committee on 
Works present, on motion of Alder.man Reardon, seconded by Alder­
man Breen, recommended that City Council authorize the install­
ation at a cost not exceeding 11,000, of an artesian well at 
Africville for the use of the _residEl'.lts of that area, provided 
that the City of Halifax applies to the Minister of Municipal 
Affairs for the ~rovinee of Nova Scotia and obtains his approval 
for borrowing by the City of the necessary funds for that 
purpose. 

This well would be in addition to the artesian well 
which the Board of School Commissioners for the City of Halifax, 
N. s. proposes to install at Afrivville for the use of the 
school children of that community. 

Relative to this matter and attached hereto are the 
following: 

(a) A copy of letter from Mr. H.F. Bezanson, Secretary 
Treasurer of the Board of' School Commissioners, to the Commissioner 
of Works under date of July 25, 1944. 

(b) Report of the Commissioner of Works dated August 7, 
1944 and entitled, "Water Supply - A:f'ricville Sc.hoel." 

(c) Copy of letter from Clerk of Works to Mr. H • .I!'. 
Bezanson under date of August 10, 1944. 

(d) Copy of letter from Clerk of Works to Deputy City 
Clerk under date of August 11, 1944. 

Respectfully submitted, 

N.~. Ufcov r, City Clerk. 
~· , 11110 
er • " •• ~ •Clerk of Works 

-~-----
Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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H. LI'. Bezanson. · ~sq. • 
Sci.lrf.ltnry Imn;rrl School Comrn1ssioners, 
..::1 St1.01.~1:tle Street. 
Ttt1li:f ax.1 1~. s. 

·-
Jear s1i-:-

October 7, 191tl+. 

At a mG c:: °t!lllf..1 of the; Fina.nee and r:xecutive 
Comrn.lt .. i;ee held last evenlng , the ma~~ter _of ·tho inatall­
.:i.tion of an ArtGsin.n Hell at Afr1cv1lle to raect tho needs 
of the :C'esiu.a11ts there was conaidered. I was uircct0<1. 
to urite to you for the purpose ot ascertaining wh.u.t 
n ction h.a.e been taken ~)Y the Bou.rd of ~lchool Comm1nsj,onora 
to install an Artesian ~1all to=- the ~)urpoae of supplyin~ 
uater to tho Afr.icville School. 

I shall app1"eclate i'i; very rauoh lf you t-1111 
lot me have tl11s 1m'ormat1on a.a e."l:.t>ly as oonvcnlent. 

Yours verriJ truly• 

W. P. · Publ1cover• 
CITY CLERK • 

/ l\n,,~ : ',\'/::S OF NOVA SCOTIA 
ouBLIC n - S r L! : · ·1=1·-x N. • I H ,_, ' I 

Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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·i<;1c .:,-;:, - ru:z t 
ARTESIAN WELL AT AFRICVILLE 

11, 7 

Read letter from the City Solicitor as followag ,., 

October 12» 19440 

Wo Po Publicover, Esqo, 
City Clerko 

Dear Sir: 
As requested by you this morning I 

made a.n enquiry as to the availabili t.y or eour~A of 
funds for the above projecto On the basis t· t i t 
could well be regarded as a part of the wa.ter supply 
of the City, it would be necessary to secure the appru 
val of the Public Utilities Board before proceeding 
with the sameo 

The matter was considered by Mro Doane 
the Manager of the Halifax Public Utilities Commission, 
and Mro J. R. Kaye of Ehgineering Service Company, and 
some doubt was expressed as to the advisability of 
sink.ing such a well from an engineering point of viewo 
It was felt that no assurance would be given that the 
project would be satisfactoryo 

In view of this, I do not think that 
we have sufficient information to take to the Board 
of Public Utilities to justify the Board in gr8nting 
an application for this project and I would recommend 
that further study be given to the proposal by the 
engineers and that if the same is considered a feas­
ible projact that an application be then made to the 
Public Utilities Board for permission to proceedo 

Pl.Jwi..,~ , .. ,~ 
l , · , r I A SCOTIA 

I \L. ' ~\I I J.- • .. s, 

- 359 -
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October 12, 1944. 

Yours very truly, 

CARL P. BETHUNE, 
CITY SOLICITOR •• 

Alderman Batson s.tated that evidently the privy 

and cesspool will not be satisfactory according to the 

Engineering Departmento Why not take the original 

suggestion to put sewer and water througho It is 

a public necessity and we will.benefit from it the 

same as we did on Vestry Street. He said that if an 

epidemic of diphtheria broke out smong the residents 

of Africville we would have to pay for their hospital 

care and that would amount to more in the endo 

Alderman DeWolf stated that he thought the School 

Board was looking after thiso 

The City Solicitor stated that the reason the mat 
up 

ter came/was that under the Public Utilities Act any 

expenditure for- capital for more than $lg000o00 must 

be approved by the Public Utilities Boardo The main 

point was where is the money coming from. Mr. Doane 

stated that the experience in Halifax with artesian 

wells was not satisfactory. We would have to qe in a 

position to show the Board that this would not be a 

waste. 

Alderman Burgess steted that at the Public Heelth 

and Welfare Committee meeting and School Board Meetin 

he voted against the matter of an artesian well. 

Moved by Alderman Batson, seconded by Alderman 

Burgess that sewer and water be constructed instead 

of an artesian well. 

His Worship the Deputy Mayor asked Mr. MacKinnon 

how much 1 t would cos.t to install sewer and water fa 

cilities at Africville, to which Mro MacKinnon replied 

about $g, ooOoOOo 

- 360 -
PUBL:" ; " • , VA SCOTIA 

• t •/\.,_ '' r ,.ii. S. 
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Alderman Walker stated that the money has to come from 

the tax payers anyway so why not put in something per 

mement .. 

His Worship the Mayor resumes the Chair at So35 
Po Mo 

His Worship the Mayor stated that this should be 

referred back to the Committee on Workso 

ALu3rman Batson stated that this matter has been 

on the go for two months now and we expect the Engin• 

eer:'lng Department to have the details for us and. I 

think we should have tha.t information before us nowo 

Alderman Reardon stated that he was not against 

t he project but contended that we should have more in-· 

formationo 

His Worship the Mayor stated that he thought it 

advisable to have the figures in front of the Aldermeno 

Alderman Hosterman asked Mra MacK1nnon what the 

$8a000o00 covered, to which he replied th~ report 

stated that the construction of a main down to Afr1c­

ville School would constitute that amount of moneyo 

Moved in amendment by Alderman Coffin, seconded 

by Alderman Reardon that the Committee on Works hold 

a meeting next week and within a week frc ., today a 

special Council meeting be held 9 T, o c,.,r,~-.1..:... ;L ,t-

tero Amendment passedo 
Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



CITY COUNCIL 
Ofi'FIOE OF CITY ULERK 

CITY HA.LL 

/0 

.~~, JI(!/.,. ....................... .. ........ ......................................... 1.9 

fffrcbaell> fom vl/inale6 o/ a J/eelin;f o/ de ~"? ~oa,u:i/ o/ de ~'o/ o/ ~~a; 

ie/d on fk_ ------r/ay o/----- --- 1!) 

A true extract, 

w. P. Publicover, 
CITY CLERK. 

. 
PUBLIC ARCH ·c:s OF NOVA SCOTIA 

H , :·, f I, S. 
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From~ 

0 ® 
.Carl P. Bethune 
City Solicitor 

Date October 12, 1944. 

Re: Artesian well at 
Africville. 

I II 

To w. P. Publicoger, Esq. 
City Clerk 

Dear Sir: 

As requested by you this morning I made 
an enquiry as to the availability or source of funds 
for the above project. On the basis that it could well 
be regarded as a part of the water supply of the City, 
it would be necessary to secure the approval of the 
Public Utilities Board before preceeding with the same. 

The matter was considered by Mr. Doane, 
the Manager of the Halifax Public Utilities Commission, 
and ~.u.r. J. R. Kaye of Engineering Service Company, and 
some doubt was expressed as to the advisability of 
sinking such a well from an engineering point of view. 
It was felt that no assurance would be given that the 
project would be satisfactory. 

In view of this, I do not think that 
we have sufficient information to take to the Board of 
Public Utilities to justify the Board in granting an 
application for this project and I would recommend that 
furt her study be given to the proposal by the engineers 
and that if the same is considered a feasible project 
that an application be then made to the Public Utilities 
Board for permission to proceed. 

Yours 

CPB/EHJ 
,,·-s or NO\JA sco,\t.. 

- L S. 

Copy of 102-5A.304, City Clerk's subject files, Artesian Well, Africville, 1944, provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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CITY COUNCIL 
OPFIOE OF CITY VLERK 

OITY HALL 

~4k, A( ~ ........... 99.~.9.P..~.:r .... ?.3. ...... l9-4!± ............... I .9 

&xbada j:com J/enut~ o/ a Jleefin:? o/ de ~o/ ct'oemd o/ tk ~~ o/ ~a: 

kid on the-····················-··················l2.th ______ tlay o/- O.c.:t.o.b.e,....__ ___ f!) 44. 

ARTESIAN WELL AT AFRICVILLE 
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