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TO:   Chair and Members of the Appeals Standing Committee 
 
SUBMITTED BY:  ORIGINAL SIGNED 

Penny J. Henneberry, Manager, Buildings and Compliance 
 

 
DATE:   June 28, 2019 
 
 
SUBJECT: Appeal Report – Application for Taxi Driver License Denied, Mr. Bryan Newby 
 
 
 
ORIGIN 
 
On June 5, 2019, Mr. Bryan Newby filed a Notice of Appeal (attached as Appendix B) regarding the 
refusal of his application for a vehicle for hire driver license.  
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
• By-law A-100, Appeals Committee By-law; and 
• By-law T-1000, Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis and Limousines. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The question before the Appeals Standing Committee is whether to allow or deny the appeal before them. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On April 30, 2019, Mr. Newby applied to the Licensing Authority for a vehicle for hire driver licence for the 
first time.  
 
Upon review of the application package, the Licensing Authority determined that the Criminal Record 
Check provided was deemed to be unsatisfactory due to the following criminal conviction:  
 
October 11, 2017 
 

• SEC 253 (1) (B) Driving with more than 80mgs of alcohol in blood 

His driver’s abstract also showed that he lost his provincial driver’s license from October 11, 2017 until 
October 17, 2018. 

On May 23, 2019, the Licensing Authority issued a registered letter (attached as Appendix C) to Mr. 
Newby denying his application for a new vehicle for hire driver license in accordance with Section 44.2 (c) 
of By-law T-1000.  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
In accordance with Section 44.2 (c) of By-law T-1000, Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible 
Taxis and Limousines,  
 
44.2  The Licensing Authority may refuse to grant a driver’s license or may suspend or cancel a driver’s 

license if 
(c) the applicant or license holder has a driving record, criminal or provincial offence record or 

outstanding criminal charges that in the opinion of the Licensing Authority makes him or her 
unfit to operate a taxi, accessible taxi, or limousine, as the case may be;  

In reaching the decision, the Licensing Authority considered the following:  
 
The criminal conviction was within the last two years. Mr. Newby lost his provincial driver’s license 
because of the conviction. The Licensing Authority has determined that it is in the public interest to deny 
his application for an HRM taxi driver license in accordance with Section 44.2 (c) of By-law T-1000 
Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis and Limousines. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no environmental implications. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 

• To allow the appeal before the Appeals Standing Committee 
Or 
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• To uphold the decision of the Licensing Authority and deny the appeal. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Appendix A: Copy of the Legislative Authority - Taxi and Limousine By-law T-1000 
Appendix B: Copy of the Notice of Appeal dated June 5, 2019 
Appendix C: Copy of the Letter of Refusal dated May 23, 2019 
Appendix D: Copy of the Municipal Clerk’s letter dated June 10, 2019 
 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at Halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902-
490-4210. 
 

 
Report Prepared by: Sally Christie, Supervisor Regional Licensing, Municipal Compliance, 902.490.2550 
Report Approved by:     Andrea MacDonald, Program Manager, License Standards 902-490-7371 
 



 Halifax Regional Municipality By-law T-1000  

Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis and Limousines 

44.2  The Licensing Authority may refuse to grant a driver’s license or may suspend or cancel a driver’s 
license if 

(a) the applicant or license holder has been convicted of an offence against vulnerable
persons, a sexual offence, an illegal sale or possession of drugs, a violent offence or
breach of trust;

(b) the applicant or license holder has failed to immediately notify the Licensing Authority that
they have become the subject to a court order, undertaking, charge or conviction;

(c) the applicant or license holder has a driving record, criminal or provincial offence record or
outstanding criminal charges that in the opinion of the Licensing Authority makes him or her
unfit to operate a taxi, accessible taxi, or limousine, as the case may be; or
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REGISTERED LETTER 

May 23, 2019 

Bryan Newby 
 

 
 

Mr. Newby, 

This letter is in reference to your recent application dated April 30, 2019, to obtain a 
HRM vehicle for hire driver license.  

Based on the Criminal Records Check that you provided as part of the taxi application, your 
application is rejected due to charges and convictions noted therein. 

From By-law T-1000 Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, Accessible Taxis And Limousines: 

44.2 The Licensing Authority may refuse to grant a driver’s license or may suspend or cancel a 
driver’s license if 

(c) the applicant or license holder has a driving record, criminal or provincial offence record
or outstanding criminal charges that in the opinion of the Licensing Authority makes him or
her unfit to operate a taxi, accessible taxi, or limousine, as the case may be;

In accordance with Section 48 of By-law T-1000, Respecting the Regulation of Taxis, 
Accessible Taxis and Limousines, you have the right to appeal this cancellation within 15 days 
from the date of the revocation.   
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