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Memorandum 

Date: 10 May 2019 

To: Chair, Board of Police Commissioners 

From: Robin McNeil, Chief of Police 

Re: Information Memo - Armoured Rescue Vehicle (ARV) 

Chair Craig: 

I am writing this as a follow up information item to the Board in relation to the 
recent presentation on an Armoured Rescue Vehicle (ARV) that was part of this 
year's Capital Budget. As this has generated much public conversation, I am 
hopeful this report may provide some assurance that this is not a routine patrol 
asset, and it will be used sparingly and appropriately by those trained to use it. 

In recent years we have assessed our capability response, and a significant gap 
was identified regarding our ability to fully address the potential hazards related 
to critical incident responses in the Capital Region. This is not something that 
we have taken lightly, and we have considered alternatives to address this gap. 
As civilian police we already have this responsibility, and a rescue vehicle will 
ensure we are doing all we can to do it safely. 

The primary function of an ARV is to enable officers to rescue an injured person 
from a hostile open-air environment and to enable tactical officers to safely 
approach a dangerous situation. 

As the person who is ultimately responsible for emergency response to critical 
incidents and public safety matters requiring police, this is something I can no 
longer afford 'not' to have. My obligations to ensuring the safety of the public 
and our employees would be seriously questioned from various perspectives 
we did not address our response capabilities particularly from what Atlantic 
Canadian communities have experienced over the past few years. 

There has been discussion regarding the need to develop policy regarding its 
use. We are some time away before we will receive this asset and my team is 
actively working on other policy priorities. We will prepare a policy specific to 
this vehicle; however, it is important to note that in the absence of a functional 
policy, it would fall under our current policy regarding critical incidents. 
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