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Legislative Context 

Municipal Elections Act

Sections 49 A and B 
are still in effect and 
support the base of 
Campaign Finance

HRM Charter

Section 60A of the 
Charter enables the 
Municipality to create a 
by-law on Campaign 
Finance

Proposed By-law C-1100

Establishes a greater 
framework, that works 
within the underlying 
foundational elements 
of the MEA (49A and 
B). 
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Proposed By-law

When Can Contributions Be Accepted and Expended?

 General election: 12 months prior to ordinary polling day terminating 
60 calendar days after ordinary polling day.

 Special election: the day immediately after the date of the special 
election has been set terminating 60 calendar days after polling day.
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Contributions
Who Can Contribute?

 Only Individuals, Candidates or a Spouse of a Candidate may 
contribute to a campaign.

 Corporations, trade unions, associations, and partnerships may not 
contribute to a campaign.

Maximum Contribution Amounts

 Max $2,500 per councillor or mayoral candidate 

 Not exceed $7,500 per individual during an election.

 A Candidate and their Spouse may contribute no more than $10,000 
combined to their campaign.
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Spending

Maximum Spending Limits

The proposed by-law results in the following spending limits for the 2020 
election:

Maximum Spending Limit for Mayoral Race (City-Wide):     $304,200.00

Average Maximum Spending Limit for District Councillor:  $28,400.00

$10,000  +  ($1.00 x number of electors)   +   ($1.00 x km2)
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Proposed By-law – Expenses
The by-law outlines the following eligible expenditures:

 Nomination deposit

 Advertising and printing costs, 
including online advertising

 Office and facility rental costs

 Office administrative costs, 
including office supplies and 
equipment

 Insurance costs

 Remuneration or salaries

 Costs of printed electoral 
materials, including maps, lists 
of electors, signs, sign posts, 
sign holders, and distribution 
costs such as postage and 
couriers

 Storage costs for electoral 
materials

 Food, beverage, and 
entertainment costs

 Transportation costs
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Disclosure
What are the Reporting Requirements?

 Every individual who has named an Agent, must file a Statement of 
Campaign Contributions & Expenditures and Statement of Campaign 
Surplus with the Municipal Clerk’s Office.

 These statements are made public and outline the contribution 
period, contributions received, contributions spent, whether there 
was a surplus, and how any surplus was disposed.

What Happens to Campaign Surplus?

 Campaign surplus must be either:

 Donated to a non-profit organization; or

 Held “in trust” by the Municipality for use during the next two 
regular elections.
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Transition & Complaints
Complaints Process

 Any complaints would be received by the Municipal Clerk’s Office 
within 90 days of the deadline for Statement of Campaign 
Contributions & Expenditures.

 Complaints would be reviewed and investigated by By-law 
Standards, and may be referred to HRP, staff would work with 
outside legal counsel to address any possible charges or fines.

Implementation & Transition Period
 Candidates would need to cease collecting or expending 

contributions after the by-law has come into effect.

 Contributions collected or expended before this time would be 
reported on the Statement of Campaign Contributions & 
Expenditures and would count towards the spending limit for 2020.



Election Campaign Financing By-law
Executive Standing Committee

9

Next Steps
2020 Municipal Election

 Communications materials in advance of the 2020

 Post-Election Review 2021 

Use of Corporate Resources Policy

 Complementary to the proposed by-law and to mitigate any risk to 
candidates or HRM (as a corporate entity). 

 Ensure that municipal, corporate assets and resources are not used 
for election campaign purposes and considered an “in kind” 
contribution.



Election Campaign Financing By-law
Executive Standing Committee

10

Draft Brochure (front)
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Draft Brochure (back)


