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Item No. 12.1.1
Appeals Standing Committee 

April 12, 2018 

TO: Chair and Members of Appeals Standing Committee 

-Original Signed-
SUBMITTED BY: ____________________________________________________

Steve Higgins, Acting Director, Planning & Development

DATE: March 20, 2018 

SUBJECT: Appeal Report – Cases 305788 (derelict vehicles), 306139 (debris) and 
306140 (accessory structure), 6491 Highway 7, Gaetz Brook, NS 

ORIGIN 

Staff, pursuant to the Halifax Regional Municipality Charter (the “Charter”). 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Sections 355, 356 and 3(q) of the Halifax Regional Municipality Charter, S.N.S., 2008 C.39. 

MOTION FOR CONSIDERATION 

In accordance with Section 58 of Administrative Order One, the motion before the Appeals Standing 
Committee is to allow the appeal.  

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Appeals Standing Committee uphold the Order of the Administrator and 
thereby deny the appeal.  

-Original Signed- 
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BACKGROUND: 
 
There have been twelve previous dangerous or unsightly cases at the property dating back to 2006. Ten 
cases were closed as owner compliance and one case was closed with a Summary Offence Ticket issued 
and upheld in court.   
 
A complaint was received by service request on January 16, 2018. The complainant stated concerns with 
numerous derelict vehicles stored at the property.   
 
There were three Orders issued to the property owner.  The property owner submitted an appeal for all 
three Orders.   
 
This report will focus on the appeal dated February 15, 2018 by the property owner of the Orders to 
Remedy for Case # 305788 (derelict vehicles), Case # 306139 (debris) and Case # 306140 (accessory 
structure). 
 
CHRONOLOGY OF CASE ACTIVITES: 
 
22-Jan-2018 The Compliance Officer conducted a site inspection at 6491 Highway 7, Gaetz Brook, NS 

hereinafter referred to as “the property” (attached as Appendix B).  The Compliance 
Officer noted derelict vehicle and debris violations.  The Compliance Officer spoke to the 
property owner and suggested they conduct a joint site inspection to review the vehicles 
and work required to bring the property into compliance.   

 
 The property owner declined the Compliance Officer’s offer and stated that he has been 

towing vehicles back to the property for the past 60 years and has spoken to HRM staff 
regarding a permit for the property. 

 
 After the Compliance Officer left the property and was pulled over on the side of the road, 

the property owner’s son approached the vehicle and was argumentative and used foul 
language towards the Compliance Officer.  The property owner’s son indicated they were 
not willing to work with HRM or complete any work at the property. 

 
23-Jan-2018 The Compliance Officer confirmed through HRM records that there are no permits for 

business activity or placement of commercial containers at the property. 
 
29-Jan-2018 The Compliance Officer conducted a site inspection and noted 32 derelict vehicles, an 

accumulation of assorted debris and a deteriorated accessory structure with broken 
windows located at the property. The Compliance Officer attempted to discuss the 
violations with the property owner, however the property owner was threatening and used 
foul language towards the Officer.   

 
09-Feb-2018 The Compliance Officer conducted a site inspection and noted no change to the condition 

of the property.  The Compliance Officer attempted to speak with the property owner and 
hand deliver three Orders to Remedy (attached as Appendix C, D, and E).  The property 
owner would not accept the Orders.  The Compliance Officer posted the Orders at the 
property.  

 
 The property owner’s son arrived at the property was argumentative with the Compliance 

Officer and tore up the Orders that were posted at the property.   
 

When the Compliance Officer returned to the office, copies of the Orders were sent via 
registered mail to the property owner. 

 
15-Feb-2018 The property owner submitted a Notice of Appeal (attached as Appendix F) to the 

Municipal Clerk’s Office. 
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20-Feb-2018 The Municipal Clerk’s Office sent the property owner a letter (attached as Appendix G) 
advising the appeal would be heard at the April 12, 2018 Appeals Standing Committee 
meeting. 

 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications if the owner complies with the Order. If the Municipality is required to 
complete the work, the costs will form a debt against the property which may be collected in the same 
manner as taxes pursuant to the Halifax Regional Municipality Charter, S.N.S., 2008, C.39. 
 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The state of the property suggests no viable alternative. 
 
 
RISK CONSIDERATIONS 
 
There are no significant risks associated with the recommendations in this report.  The risk consideration 
rates low. 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Avoids unsafe living conditions which aligns with Sustainability Principle #4 of the Corporate Sustainability 
Filter. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Appendix A:  Legislative Authority – Halifax Regional Municipality Charter 
Appendix B: Copy of the Nova Scotia Property Records Map 
Appendix C:  Copy of the Order to Remedy (derelict vehicles) dated February 9, 2018 
Appendix D: Copy of the Order to Remedy (debris) dated February 9, 2018 
Appendix E: Copy of the Order to Remedy (accessory structure) dated February 9, 2018 
Appendix F:  Copy of the Notice to Appeal dated February 15, 2018 
Appendix G:  Copy of the letter from the Clerk’s Office dated February 20, 2018 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at Halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal 
Clerk at 902.490.4210. 
 
Report Prepared For:  Trevor Oliver, Compliance Officer II, By-law Standards, 902.476.4257 
 

-Original Signed-    
Report Approved By: ___________________________________________________________ 

Penny J. Henneberry, Manager, Buildings and Compliance, 902.579.0250 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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