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Item No.  02                 
   Halifax Regional Council 

 July 26, 2016 
  

 
TO:   Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
    
SUBMITTED BY:      ____________________________________ 

Brad Anguish, Director of Parks & Recreation 
 
DATE:   July 14, 2016 
 
SUBJECT:  Off-Leash Dogs in Provincial and Municipal Parks 
 

INFORMATION REPORT 
 
ORIGIN 
 
Letter received from Deputy Minister, Nova Scotia Environment (NSE), dated June 21, 2016. 
 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Provincial Parks Act and Provincial Park Regulations 
By-Law P-600 - Respecting Municipal Parks 
By-Law A-700 - Respecting Animals and Responsible Pet Ownership 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
A letter was received from the Deputy Minister, NSE, on June 21, 2016 (Attachment A) regarding 
enforcement of dogs that are off-leash in Provincial Parks in the Halifax Regional Municipality (HRM).  
Included with the letter from the Deputy Minister was an educational brochure from Parks Nova Scotia 
regarding the expectations of dog and owner behavior while visiting Provincial Parks (Attachment B).  
 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
By way of enforcement of the Provincial Parks Act and Regulations, Provincial Conservation Officers will 
be conducting compliance activities in Provincial Parks across HRM . This may include reposting signage 
where necessary, educational pamphlets, and issuing written warnings or fines where appropriate ( as 
advised by the Deputy Minister of Environment in Attachment A). 
 
By way of enforcement of By-Law A-700, Respecting Animals and Responsible Pet Ownership, HRM 
Compliance Officers will continue to actively patrol Municipal Off-Leash Parks while engaging and 
educating park users on By-Law A-700 and other park rules and expectations.   
 
While on patrol, officers ensure compliance and respect for the following: 
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- Dogs must be licensed and the tag on the dog 
- Must be on leash outside of the designated off-leash zone 
- Dogs cannot run at large 
- Owners must pick up after their dogs 
- Animals cannot attack  
- Owners must carry a leash 
- Dogs must come when called 
 
Compliance Officers also respond to complaints received through 311 for incidents that occur in parks.  
The officers report and record all park activities, both from proactive patrols and reactive complaints.  
See attachment C for a statistical history of these activities. 
 
If, while on patrol or responding to a complaint, an officer determines a violation has occurred, that officer 
has the discretion to issue a Violation Notice or a Summary Offence Ticket. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications. 
 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
No community engagement was required. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment A - Letter received from Deputy Minister of NSE dated June 21, 2016 
Attachment B - Brochure – Your Responsibilities as a Dog Owner in Nova Scotia Provincial Parks 
Attachment C -  Off-Leash Park Patrol Statistics 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Ray Walsh, Manager of Parks, 902-490-6591 
 
 
 
Report Approved by: ________________________________________ 

Bob Bjerke, Chief Planner and Director of Planning & Development, 490-1627 
 
 
 
 
 
 











Attachment C - Off-Leash Park Patrol Statistics

PARK

PROACTIVE PATROLS COMPLAINTS
PROACTIVE 

PATROLS
COMPLAINTS

PROACTIVE 

PATROLS
COMPLAINTS

PROACTIVE 

PATROLS
COMPLAINTS

PROACTIVE 

PATROLS
COMPLAINTS

Point Pleasant Park 181 15 119 27 69 11 70 19 180 18

Shubie Park 259 13 110 23 152 19 60 25 209 71

Dartmouth Commons 38 1 18 4 15 2 12 1 10 0

Hemlock Ravine Park 22 0 16 3 19 4 12 10 12 0

Sandy Lake Park 23 3 20 1 3 0 3 3 13 1

Fort Needham 25 2 15 3 3 2 1 0 6 1

Mainland Common opened January 1st, 2015 199 12

Totals 548 34 298 61 261 38 158 58 629 103

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015


