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The Region
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HRM in NS: 
10.4% of land area, 45.2% of population



The Regional Centre
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Regional Centre in HRM: 
0.6% of land area, 24.2% of population





Centre Plan as Policy
Research, Analysis, & Consultation
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What We’ve Heard
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Core Concepts
The Centre Plan is divided into four chapters that state the Goals, Objectives,
and Policies that will guide staff in realizing the Core Concepts of the Plan.
The four core concepts are:

7



Centre Plan as Regulation
From a regulatory perspective, the Centre Plan will

1. Consolidate

2. Standardize

3. Modernize
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21 Secondary Municipal Planning Strategies

that inform

22 Land-Use By-laws, some as old as the 1950s

which contain a total of

481 zones.

Consolidation: Current State
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Consolidation: 22 Land Use By-laws



Consolidation: 22 Land 
Use By-laws



Consolidation: 
481 Zones



Consolidation: 
12 Different “R1”



R-1 R-1 R-1

R-1 R-1 R-1



Standardization: Definitions

HEIGHT means the vertical distance of a building between the established grade vertical 
distance of a building between the established grade and the highest point of the roof 
surface for flat roofs, and to one-quarter (1/4) the height between the finished ceiling of 
the uppermost floor and the highest point of any other roof type, and provided that no 
roof space be used for human habitation. — Eastern Passage/Cow Bay

Building height means the vertical distance between the average grade and a horizontal 
plane extended across the top of the building, except as otherwise specified on Map 4, 
Maximum Pre-Bonus Heights and Map 5, Maximum Post-Bonus Heights. 

— Downtown Halifax

“Height” as applied to any building means the vertical distance of the highest point of the 
roof above the mean grade of the curbs of all streets adjoining the building or the mean 
grade of the natural ground so adjoining, if such grade of the ground is not below the 
grade of the curb. — Downtown Dartmouth

"Height" as pertaining to any building, means, for the purpose of this by-law, the vertical 
distance of the highest point of the roof above the mean grade of the finished ground 
adjoining the building. — Halifax Peninsula



PART II

 Chapter 1

Section 235

Subsection 235(5)

Clause 235(5)(a)

• Subclause 235(5)(a)(ii)

Standardization: Numbering



Modernization: Equity



Modernization: Plain English



Modernization: Secondary/Garden Suites



Where We Are Today
• Using the direction contained within the Centre Plan 

document we are:
– Drafting amendments to RMPS, SMPS
– Drafting new Regional Centre SMPS for Package “A”
– Drafting new Regional Centre LUB for Package “A” 
– Preparing for Public Engagement on ‘Package “A”
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Document Delivery 

Package ‘A’
Policies and Land Use 
By-law Regulation 
Relating to the Following:

 Centres
 Corridors
 Higher Order 

Residential
 Future Growth Nodes
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Package ‘B’
Policies and Land Use 
By-law Regulation 
Relating to the Following:

 Established Residential
 Industrial
 Park
 Institutional
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Package “A” SMPS & LUB
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Drafting SMPS & 
LUB for Package “A”

Planning & 
Development 

Review

Review by Other 
Business Units

Public & 
Stakeholder 
Engagement

Complete 
Amendments 
Package “A”

CDAC Review

CPED Review Regional Council Provincial Review
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Engagement Tactics
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Engagement By the Numbers
 11 Weeks of Storefront 

Staff Availability

 16 Hours of Public Open 
Houses

 3 Presentations to 
Community Councils

 12 Weeks of Community 
Roadshow Presentations

 8 Hours of Industry 
Stakeholder Workshops

 5 Hours of Community 
Stakeholder Workshops

 1 Week of Community 
Stakeholder Days

 8 Full Time Staff Dedicated 
to the Project with Dozen 
of Others Contributing 
Among Other Duties

65 Total Days of Engagement Activities 
Following Plan and By-law Release



Need More Information? 

Background Documents, Upcoming Engagement Events, 
and Regular Updates:
www.Centreplan.ca

Questions, Comments, or Feedback:
planhrm@halifax.ca
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http://www.centreplan.ca/
mailto:planhrm@halifax.ca
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