HALIFAX EXPLOSION
MEMORIAL BELLS

by core design group,
keith I. graham with
n. fowler, j.rowe, j. thomson

PRESS RELEASE

Monument Design Unveiled

HALIFAX, N.S. —The design of a bell tower
to commemorate the 1917 Halifax
Explosion was announced at a public
meeting in United Memorial Church.

Reginald A. Prest, Chairman of the Halifax
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee said
the design was selected because it makes a
dramatic statement suggesting an image of
destruction while similtaneously evoking
the energetic civic renewal that followed
the devastation.

Placed on a granite platform, the $200,000
structure is proposed for the north-east
corner of Needham Park. The site, donated
to the city years ago by the Halifax Relief
Commission, overlooks the Narrows where
the collision of the Imo and Mont Blanc
took place. The monument will be clearly
visible from both the surrounding area and
the Harbour shores.

The narrow, angular construction will be
60’ at the highest point, sloping 1500 to
disappear into the side of the hill. Several
rectangular openings will house bells of the
carillon donated in 1921 to United
Memorial Church in memory of the Samuel
Orr family. Placed perpendicular to the
harbour, the form will direct viewer
attention to the explosion site.
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view from union st. entrance

Monolithic hydrostone will be the principal
building material, with copper sheathing
for the inclined surfaced and to protect the
bell enclosures. “Traditional materials will
reflect the history and character of the
adjacent neighbourhood and project a
feeling of stability and permanance,” Prest
noted.

Ornamental plantings will compliment the
structual form. There will be opportunities
for commemorative tree installations
around the base. Walkways and paths will
be upgraded minimally in the immediate
area and strong lighting installed to
highlight the monument.

It will be possible to play the carillon from
United Memorial Church and the
monument platform.

Prest stated, “We feel that the structure,
with its simplicity, boldness of form and
sympathetic setting will become an
important addition to Needham Park and
its vacinity, as well as a significant feature
of the Halifax-Dartmouth area.”

The project dedication date is December
6th, 1984, the 67th anniversary of the
Explosion.

SUPPORT THE
HALIFAX EXPLOSION
MEMORIAL BELLS FUND

> HALIFAX EXPLOSION

MEMORIAL BELLS COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 1267 Halifax

& North Postal Sen. B3K 5H4
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WRECKED

More Than One Thousand Killed In This City,

‘Many Thousands Are Injured And Homeless.

ORE than one thousand dead and
probably five thousand injured,
many of them fatally, is the result of the
explosion yesterday on French steam-
ship Mont Blanc, loaded with nitro-
glycerine and trinitrotuol.

of ruins and many thousands of people
are homeless. The Belgian Relief steamer lmo, coming
down from Bedford Basin, collided with the Mont
Blanc. which immediately took fire and was headed in
for Pier No. 8 and exploded. Buildings over a great
area collapsed,burying men, women and children. Tug
boats and smaller vessels were engulfed and then a

great wave washed up over Campbell Road. Fires |

broke out and became uncontrollable, stopping the
work of rescue. Not a house in Halifax escaped some
damage, and the region bounded on the east by the
bharbor, south by North street and west by Windsor
street, is absolutely devastated.

All of Hali- |
fax north and west of the depot is a mass |

HE wounded and homeless are in

different institutions and homes
over the city. The Halifax Herald
is collecting information regarding
the missing, and citizens who have
victims of the disaster at their homes
are requested to telephone to The
Herald office. Hundreds of the

bodies which were taken from the ruins are un-
recognizable and morgues have been opened in dif-
ferent parts of the city. Citizens' committees are
being formed for rescue work. Bulletins will be
issued thruout the day giving information for the
assistance of those who have lost relatives and friends.
While practically every home in tbe city is damaged,
those who are able to give any temporary accommo-
dation are asked to notify some of the committees,
Military and naval patrols are keeping order and
superintending the rescue work.

buildings for a great distancecnllaps-
ed. Tug boats and steamers were
enguifed and then a great wave rush.
ed over Campbell road carrying up
debris and the corpses of hundreds
of men who were at work on the piers
and steamers.

Without the loss of a moment
hundreds of survivors rushed to the
rescue of those buried in the ruins.

THE AWFUL STORY OF DISASTER

AT 9.05 o'clockyesterday morning

a terrific explosion wrecked
Halifax killing over a thousand.
wounding at least five thousand, and
Jaying in ruins at least one~fifth of
the city.

The Belgian Relief steamer Imo
¢oming down out of the Basin in
eharge of Pilot William Hayes collid-
ed with the French steamship Mont
Blanc in charge of Pilot Frank Mac-
Kay. ThePrench steamer was loaded
with nitro glycerine and trinitrotuol.

re broke out on the Mont Blanc
gnd she was headed in for Pier 8. It
was eighteen minutes after the col-
Msion when the explosion occurred.
The old sugar refinery, and all thei

Fire broke out in scores of places and
soon the great mass of wreckage was
in the grip of an uncontrollable fire
checking the work of rescue.

The military-and naval authori-
ties almost immediately took charge
of the situation. Fearing that the
fire would reach local magazines of
explosives military meueni:rs were
sent over the city warning

people'fon barracks, they were taken away.|

out of the buildings and advising

them to take to the citiadel and open

spaces. This was not by authority.
Practically every house in the city

THE home of The Halifax Herald
l and The Evening Mail is badly
wrecked. Every pane of glass am¢

was damaged. The entire businesslwmdow in_the building is smash
Uistrlci wasiwindowleas andlto ore: ed. Partitions have been blows
vent pillaging patrols trom warships d0Wn. Our press is filled wit
in port were paraded thruthe streets, glass. Some employees have log
All along Gottingen street and their homes and families. Ouw
throughout the northwest part of power service is cut off.
the city there was a pitiful scene as’”  We are sending out a copy 0o
women and children lacerated with this hand printed bulletin to evem
flying fragments of glass rushed from town in order that as many of o

their homes. Truckmen, hackmen, readers ssibl £
and taxi-cab drivers rushed vicums |eagt r;ou;go 0'5 thz T:Iiil: n:'\ll;"'

to the hospitals for dressing. At the disaster. We hope to be In a
Navalhospital many of thesick sailorsigition to publish’ ?:morrow. In
were badlv cut and,fearing an explos-\meantime we ask for patience.

iion from the magazine atthe Welling- ___
A public meeting is called for city hall at | i

Please make cheque or money order payable to:

i |
HALIFAX EXPLOSION
P.O. Box 1267 Halifax,
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N A O s i i i st taTe s | ave | At auat s veltb st o7a a7 o bars hasret
00 [0 [7E30 et et s or i M o L P 0 e e
ele D ORE e o e e le = ereter s e cfatels e =ololoja tatite

MEMORIAL BELLS COMMITTEE

--------------------------------------------
............................................
--------------------------------------------

.....................

Charitable Registered Tax Number 0662320-52-03
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HALIFAX
EXPLOSION

MEMORIAL
BELLS
COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 1267
Halifax North Postal Stn.
B3K 5H4

(902) 421-6730

Honorary Co-Chairmen
Judge Robert E. Inglis
Hon. Edmund Morris
Chairman

Mr. Reginald A. Prest
Treasurer

Mr. F. R. Nickerson
Secretary

Mr. R.H. (Dick) MacLean
LCdr. Bernard D. Allard
Mrs. Jean Harrington
Mr. Frank Harrington
Mrs. Janet F. Kitz

Dr. H. lIan MacGregor
Mr. J. Alec McCleave
Mr. J. Rod McLeod

Mr. Bruce Nickerson
Mr. William B. Orr

Mr. Edwin Rubin

Mr. Harold Shea

Mr. Terry Sullivan

Mr. Charles A. Vaughan
Mr. R. Lorne White

Mr. Roy Wilson

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



("ﬁ"f"*"*"t"*"r"ﬁ"p"r\'
"

+
n

B - HALIFAX EXPLOSION MEMORIAL BELLS COMMITTEE y2
P.O. Box 1267 Halifax North Postal Stn. B3K 5H4
: Ao Rocaisect Wity Foncose Spissciation. :
A ‘gm&m .gxama i
* jn-a&wm;y @! ®
3 @mﬁ'& Feasuner !
/e &/ /A O/ O S O/ N O/ N /NSNS “G



DONOR

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Lavers

Mrs. Ruth Himmelman
Lucille Robinson
Douglas C. Burton
Mrs. Angus Crawford
Mrs. Gerald B. Locke
Audrey I. Blakeney
Mar jorie Burgess

Mr. & Mrs. R. Rasley
Mrs. Annie Cunningham
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Lowry
Mr. & Mrs. W. Wamboult
Mrs. Jean Vaughan
Miriam Rasley

Donald A. MacDonald

Mrs. Robert Matheson

Mr. & Mrs. Finley Porter

Mr. & Mrs. R. Rasley
Mary G. Morrow
Mr. & Mrs. A. A. Baird

Mr. & Mrs. R. I. Smith

Mr. & Mrs. Richard C. Brewer III

Winnifred Tomline

Winnifred Tomline

Mrs. C. Rouseau

Mrs. Sheilah Leitch

Walter G. Williams

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

IN MEMORY OF

Isabel K. Lavers and her father John Walsh

Mary Dwyer Hamlin

Allen W. Robinson

Reverend & Mrs. C. J. Crowdis

W. W. Dooks

Frank D. Hillis

Lilian Mabel Dixon

three sisters killed in explosion

Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
Louis Driscoll
Mary Loyola Upham
Mr. Alex Cameron
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham
E. G. L. Witmore
John W. Forrest
Mary Loyola Upham

Mary Loyola Upham

Veronica Tomlin, Johanna Guess, Underwood,

Howard., Straton
Mary Loyola Upham
Mary Loyola Upham

Elinor Williams



DONOR

H. Roy White
Elroy D. Tanner
R. B. McAllister
Harold F. Hyland
Hazel Murphy
Mrs. A. Morris
Archibald Upham

Edith V. Smeltzer

Luella V. Fanning
Anne A. Watson
Anne A. Watson

Mr. & Mrs. Ernest Bennett

Muriel Long

Reginald M. Richardson
Mr. A. J. Wolfe
Harry Tandy

Shirley Place, Mrs. Helen Ernst,
& Mr. Herbert Hyson

Mrs. R. A. Carroll

Stewart Thomson

Mr. & Mrs. Jsoeph Rogers
William S. Milsom

Mrs. John T. Garth

Mr. & Miss R-. R. Hamlin

Winnifred Tomlin

IN MEMORY OF

Edwin F. Were

Margaret A. Mitchell

Margaret A. Mitchell

Arthur & Rosalie Hyland

James Elmer Pritchard

Charles Buckley McIntyre

Two sisters and a brother killed in explosion

Ann Marie Smeltzer Newman & Edward
Chambers Smeltzer

Guy Watt Jewers
Louis C. Driscoll
Harriet (Currie) Morgan

James Arthur Bennett & Mrs. Nellie
(Bennett) Logan

Wylie Gordon Long
Maurice ond & Margaret M. Richardson

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Jones & any Bashford

Daisy V. Tandy (Cooper)

Margaret A. Mitchell

Burton Arthur, Mary Ann, Grace and Arthur
Dumaresq

Laurie Thomson
Reginald Piercey
Ada Ivy Milsom
departed relatives
departed relatives

Francis C. Tomlin

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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DONOR

Teresa A. Spears

Vera M. Carroll

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Schwab

J. Reid Sweet

Bessie E. Walkover

Marshall & Marjorie (Kirby) Merson

Betty L. Warner

Mildred Bardsley

United Church Women of United
Memorial Church

Anna & Gerald Vigneau

Honourable Edmund L. Morris, M.L.A.

J. Elizabeth Dekker
John P. Grant

Mrs. Vi Murphy

Robert J. Landry

Mrs. Jessie M. Farrell

Clifford H. Stockall

Phyllis I. Meisner

Mary Joan (Bell) Burton

Eric & Mary Davidson
Harold T. Shea
Clarence Martin

Gertrude B. Pyke

IN MEMORY OF

Mrs. Alex Burton

E. P. Hill

Mary Johanna (Joan) Burton
Mother, Dad and brother killed in explosion
Edward H. Beiswanger & Family
Samuel M. Kirby

Elizabeth A. and William B. Pushman
& Lousia M. Nudds (Pushman)

George Bardsley

Loyola Upham
Loyola Upham

James Bennett who lived at 75 Dresden Row
in 1917 - motorman Halifax Tramways

John Wright

Christine M. Duggan Grant, R.N.

Victor Murphy

John W. MacDonald & Amos MacDonald

Hilda (Zink) Dicks & Douglas Craig

Clara May Stockall, Mrs. Robert P. Smith

and her son, Kenneth (6 months) killed in
the explosion.

Mary Joan (Bell) Burton (deceased May 29,
1984) who lost five members of her family

in the Halifax Explosion

Her mother, grandmother and three
brothers who perished in the explosion

Mary Johanna Burton
Mary Elizabeth (Bottomley) Shea
Mrs. Alice Martin

Ernest Pyke killed in explosion

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



- b -

DONOR IN MEMORY OF

Victor Haydon., Hazel Smith,

R. H. Busche, Irene MacLellan Family members killed in explosion

D. J. Tanning, M.D. the late alderman, Frank Adams

Mrs. Caroline Hunt R. J. Hunt

G. Joyce Campbell Mr. & Mrs. R. B. Campbell

Hilda L. Messervey James & Edna Massey and William Massey

M. Ruth Matheson Frank D. Hillis

Mrs. Violet Richardson Mrs. Annie M. Cochron, Mrs. Macel Cochron,

Dorothy Cochron

Irene Patterson Annie M. Cochron, Mabel Cochron, Dorothy
Cochron

Margaret Noble William & Margaret Craig and Douglas F. Craig

Alton A. Tomas Judge R. E. Inglis, Q.C.

The Foundation for Senior Citizens Judge R. E. Inglis, Q.C.

Marguerite Driscoll William F. Lye & Family

Archibald Upham Judge R. E. Inglis. Q. C.

Margaret M. Fader The Duggan Family

Eva Pearl Thompson David Reid Thompson

Halifax Association For Improving

The Conditions of the Poor Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C.

Jessie M. Farrell Martin Campbell, Mary Campbell & Joanna C.
Farrell

The Kingston Pastoral Charge Mr. & Mrs. George Tupper

Katherine Inglis Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C.

Mr. George Blakeney and Mrs.

Mar jorie Romsey John Blakeney

Dr. D. V. Willoughley Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C.

Arthur A. Moxon Mr. & Mrs. Richard Benjamin Moxon

Janet F. Kitz Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C.

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



DONOR

Jean D. Dickson

Fred Upham

Honourable R. L. Sterling
Hilda Russell
Kenneth A. Mader

Rupert F. Currie

Joyce & Jack Valleau
Joyce & Jack Valleau

Kenneth Martin

Gertrude Stokes

J. R. Valleau

Reverend David Gilchrist

Donald Clark

Mary E. Booth

Helen A. Hoskin
Irene Campbell

Mrs. S. Ethel Jones

IN MEMORY OF

Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C.

Mother, Grandmother and two brothers
killed in explosion

Reverend A. D. Sterling
Arthur Andrew Jones
Anthony and Grace Mader

May, Florence, and Ruby Currie - lost
in Explosion

Weldon McNeil
Mr. & Mrs. William H. Shay
Winnie A. Martin (Upham)

Patrick, Catherine, Wilfred, Martin,
Mary & Norbert Murphy

Mrs. Ethel Winters

Judge R. E. Inglis, Q. C. and
Margaret MacDonald

William & Hazel E. Clark

Grace Elizabeth, William Vincent
And James Horan

W. W. Dooks
Francis Stapleton & Alen Stapleton

Arthur A. Jones

*% THESE TWO DONATIONS ARE $1,000 AND OVER AND WILL BE LISTED ON PLAQUE.
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DONOR

J. W. Mennie

Gary Brontz Myers

Mrs. Hazel Cook

Hanson T. Dowell

Miss M. Kathleen Currie

The Halifax Herald Limited
Miss Gloria Hardy

E. K. Allen

Canada Malting Co- Limited
Maritime Life Assurance Company
Acadia Seaplants Limited

Mrs. Lois Glibbery

Rhoda Simon Goldberg

Michael Mader

The Royal Bank of Canada
Bruce & Phyllis Hallett

Mrs. Rachel A. McAndrew Smith

H. M. Bowers

Grade 3 Students Colby Village School

Hector Portor

Otis Elevator Company Limited
Esso Resources Canada Limited
David K. Gilchrist

Mercantile Bank of Canada
Robert Edward Drake

Nancy Forrest

Mrs. Mary J. Nicoll

Mrs. Clara M. Barrett

DONOR

Donald Gordon

Clara B. Mitchell

R. W. Munday

Richard A. Levy

Chisholm & Theresa MacAdam
George Baker

Gail G. Keating

June E. Shears & Helen J. Stevens

Kraft Limited

Major Foods Limited

D. R. G. Inc.

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce W. Taylor
George F. Foote

Samuel Conway

Daniel Saulnier

Mrs. Mollie D. Brenten

A. J. & J. M. Andrew

Mrs. Mar jorie Manthorne
Mr. & Mrs. J. Gary Williams
Liquid Carbonic Inc.

Ralph Aitken

Maria S. Maguire

The Toronto Dominion Bank
Dalton W. Meisner

Clarence Langille

Dunson Holdings Limited
Catherine L. S pencer

James F. Billmon

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



DONOR

R. J. Burbine Enterprises Limited

Isobel M. Millen

Alex and Shirley Clare
Alice and William Edison
Mr. 0. C. O'Hara

Dr. C. F. Keays

Robert L. Shaw

Agusta Hoadley

Mary Gracie

Dr. Robert S. Murray

Sheila M. Regan

Dr. Robert M. MacDonald
Mrs. Marjorie L. Isner
Katherine A. Rees

Ralph & Melba MacKenzie
Wayne & Sandra Bona & Family
Mr. & Mrs. M. C. Pickings
A. G. H. Fordham

Mar jorie Getson

Elliott Spafford

Rita Briand

Muriel Morash

Hiram Walker & Sons Limited
Alice Bardsley

Lt. Commander Jeremy Gadd
Dr. A. T. Hinch

Maritime Elevator

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

DONOR

Margaret E. B. Gosse
Lucille D. Barrow

Mr. & Mrs. M. W. McLean
Doris & Edward Houlihan
Donald J. Melanson

Mrs. Norman Taylor
Margaret Jarvis

Dr. R. L. Brown

Gertrude MacPhee

Alvin S. Sondra M, A. Stephen,

and Roxanne L.

Bruce M. Nickerson, Q. C.
Cyril & Frank Doiron
William E. Tattrie

Dr. & Mrs. J. B. Ross

L & M. Highland Outfitters
Helen & William West
George Mitchell

James K. Purves

L. E. Shaw Limited

D & G Sturdy

Dr. E. F. Ross

Harold Joseph Conrad
Consumers Glass Co. Ltd.
Murray & Doris Harvey
Roy A. Rideout
Elizabeth MacDonald

Mrs. Susan L. Kent



DONOR

Leah M. Goodwill

Marion Batt

Mrs. Cheryl Clavert

Mrs. Muriel Gulliver

Bernice & James Ainsworth
Miss Jessie G. Storey

Miss Grace T. Crosby

Miss Ruby E. Holland

Wanda M. Coolen

J. Craig

Dr. J. H. Charmon

Dr. Richard Goldbloom

Dr. Saul Green

Dr. Alan J. Macleod

Dr. Charles Graham

Dr. Douglas L. Roy

G. D. Stanfield

R. J. Burbine Enterprises Ltd.
Angela D. Moffatt

T. W. Bauld

Mr. & Mrs. J. Gerald Belliveau
Muriel H. Quibell

Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Spurr
Grant, Oxley & Company Limited
Dr. F. Murray Fraser

Mr. & Mrs. Noble H. Driscoll
Mariam Winters

John D. Moore

DONOR

James F. White

Margaret Brill

Mrs. E. Joan Rudge

Mr. & Mrs. G. Whynot
Archibald Roderick Raslwy
Betsy Anne Sheffield

Mrs. Frank O'Neill

Arthur C. Gilmore
Bernadette J. Crosby

Dr. John F. L. Woodbury
Dr. D. M. MacRae

Peter W. Evans Enterprises Ltd.
Dr. James Hammerling

Ron Wallace (Mayor)
Donald McInnes

Dr. James F. Ross
Margaret E. B. Gosse

Dr. Robert S. Murphy

A. W. Smith

Murray & Winifred Gordon
Frank & Betty Baker

Mr. & Mrs. W. J. Roski
Dorothy E. Brenton

John R. Mitchell

Cyril L. Dauphinee Limited
Dr. Robert M. Read
Capitol Stores Limited

Mrs. Catherine C. Curry

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



DONOR

Alvin A. Deveau

Mis Agnes MacDonald/Mrs.. John MacDonald
Edith G. Banks

Edgar W. Crooks

Eugene M. Mader

Richard S. Pearce
George E. Coles

Roy Leo F. Metham

C. W. P. Crookshank

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Edgar
Dora & Eric Woodworth
Arthur Gough

Mrs. Lillian MacKay
Alice Doney

Hazel F. Goddard

J. L. Dillman

Eric L. MacDonald

Mrs. Aileen A. Meagher
Helen Fawcett

G. H. Chapman

Michael G. Almolky
Annie Smith

Mary Bown

Don & Ann Fancy

Gwladys J. Sullivan
Doris Stanton & John C. Stanton

Mr. & Mrs. William Parker

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

DONOR

Lloyd G. White
Gertrude S. Dickey
Joan A. Bolivar
Mary L. Evans

Mrs. Winnifred Bent
Mrs. V. I. Rodgers

Brenda Pope

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth V. Murray

LaHave Developments Limited

Louis & Janet Perry
Douglas R. Gibbons
Mary E. Wiswell
Walter T. Murphy
Elizabeth Cooper
Ronald A. Robertson

V. F. O0'Connor

Dr. & Mrs. Charles E. Maxner

F. W. I. Creighton
Bell & Grant Limited
Aaron Solomon

George Williams

Ena & Robert Paterson
Col. Garnet J. Colwell
Ena C. Carter

Mrs. D. M. Dunlop

Ian Parker

Stanley MacLeod



DONOR

William H. Johns

Mrs. E. B. Johns

John R. Casey (John, Adele & Lowa)
Dorothy A. Aitken

Industrial Safety Shoes
Drummond McCall Inc.

Margaret A. Clark

Lettie Bolivan

Brian Forbes

Thomas A. Cromwell

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Rumley

James A. H. MacFadzean

S. E. Vaughan

Ken B. Miller

Wolfgang Flebbe

Earl McGee

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Cleveland
McInnes. Cooper and Robertson
Reed Stenhouse Limited

Dorothy E. Dohrmann

Maritime Paper Products Limited
Ralph B. Wrin

Mr. H. Pike

Mrs. Mildred L. MacLaren

Nadine M. Jordan

Miss M. I. Wagner

N. S. Tractors & Equipment Limited

Mr. & Mrs. John W. Chandler

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives

DONOR

Ruth M. Dickinson
Harold F. Spencer

Mrs. Mar jorie Coughtrey
Barbara J. Aitken

Mrs. Dorothy A. Mondy
Central Trust Company
Fernand Perrier, Esq.
Mr. John Rowe

John L. Harris

Sandra Myers

Mr. & Mrs. John C. Legge
James & Joyce Johnson
Mrs. Eva Thorne

Barbara Smale

Douglas Maxwell Cox

Dr. Lois MacLeod

James McRae

Crown, Cork and Seal Canada Ltd.

Ann B. West

Woodlawn Lodge No. 131 AF AM

George Horner

Marion D. Oxley
Gwendolyn D. Blakeney
Michele H. Raymond

Young & Rubicam Limited

Mr. & Mrs. Charles C. Hatch

E. Elizabeth Lawrence

Gordon L. Collins



DONOR

I. H. Mathers & Son Limited
Roderick J. MacLennan

Cecil Watts Smith

Dr. James McD Corston

Louis & Jeanine Batiot

S. M. Power

Rear Admiral Desmond W. Piers
Frederick & Carole Ann Goodhew
Sheila McManus

Mrs. H. R. MacKeen

A. E. Johnson

Mrs. Miriam Guptill

Helen & Gordon Irving

Archie & Beulah Sims

Janice St. George

T. Edgar Holloway

Mr. & Mrs. Robert M. Tizzard
Robert C. Barnstead

Mrs. Charles S. Hubley

F. N. Machan

Alma M. Washington

Eileen Hallett

C. Gordon Hebb

John H. & Edith M. Blakeney
A. Byron Beckford

H. Joan Nelson

G. T. "Ted" Emmett

Mary A. Trude

DONOR

Domglas Inc.

Mrs. Garnet Hogg
Mrs. Helena Whyte
Mrs. Edith McClearn
Mrs. A. H. Welsh
Gerald F. Underwood
Blair & Judy Gilhen
Ruby Jacobson
Richard W. Cregan
Dr. and Mrs. J. E. Blanchard
Sam Jacobson

Mrs. J. P. Keating
Maxwell & Laurette Baker
Dr. A. G. "Sandy" Cameron
Elizabeth Roscoe

John Malcolm

Robert H. Douglass

Mr. & Mrs. Albert J. Martin
Miss A. E. Lavers

Frank D. Kempster

Roy A. & Bernice Sheppard
Mr. & Mrs. G. F. Brickenden
Ms. Rosalind Warren

Mr. & Mrs. Clarence R. Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Cohen
Rev. L. K. Baker

Wm. B. & Mary Pringle

Harrop Family

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



DONOR

C. B. Holmes

Mrs. Blair J. Beazley
Victoria A. Busche

Mrs. Muriel MacLean

Dr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Shears
A. E. Daine

Anne Buchanan

John H. White

Muriel M. Conrad

James D. Haviland

Margaret J. Wournell

Donald M. Smith

Ann Doull

Mrs. Edith Hartnett

Dulcie V. Ellis

Mrs. Edna Florénce Brookfield
Clifford Stuart Driscoll
Katherine E. Kendall
Elizabeth M. Lane

Enid E. Johnson

Peter Innes

Daniel & Audrey MacIntyre
George Williams

Rotary Club of Halifax Northwest
Terry S. Sullivan
Marguerite Driscoll

Ross T. Montgomery

Marion R. Haviland
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DONOR

A Friend

Mrs. Pearl Smith

Mr. Justice T. H. Coffin
Dr. B. S. Grogono

Rev. & Mrs. Lloyd Davies
R. Dauphinee

William F. Palmer
Kathleen Dorey

Kerstin Black

Miss M. Hiseler

Joan E. Fraser

Ethel P. Swindells

Miss Jessie G. Story
Douglas E. Avery

Grace H. Burfitt
Dorothy Swetnam Hare
Eric Davidson

Clyde Poole

Frances A. 5. MacLennon
Mrs. R. B. Day

Miss M. S. Clarke

R. A. Aitken

Ralph D. Cave

Douglas Stallard

McDermaid Agencies Limited

Donald F. Ripley

Mr. & Mrs. William S. Fong\

Margaret A. MacDonald



£ 3

DONOR

Alice L. Allen

John F. Cruickshank
Iva E. Margeson

C. Elliott Church

Rear Admiral F. W. Crickard
George Cooper

Louis W. Collins

Mrs. Jennie Miller
Henry J. Perrin

Mrs. Florence Gardiner

George M. Mumford

Denton Charles White & Celeste
Marie Fitzgerald White

Harold P. Connor

Mr. Douglas Roy Driscoll
John & Susan Rickett
Captain "N'" J. Kevin Power
Mrs. Betty L. Warner
Robert T. Merchant
Rodney Dominey

L. Jean Murray

V. W. Howland

C. R. Reid

Catherine J. Turner

Dr. S. C. Robinson

Air Canada
Miss Margaret Sullivan
H. M. C. S. Algonquin Exchange

H. M. C. S. Ottawa

DONOR

Mrs. Doris Leghorn
Lorraine A. Mossmon
Allan C. Dunlop
Ronald R. Tetreault
Helena L. Dauphinee
Jean S. Walsh

G. Waldon Grant

Mrs. Charles A. Gordon

Mr. & Mrs. W. Graham Morash

Theodore S. Missons

Hilda L. Messervey

Mr. & Mrs. Carmen R. Stoddard
Mrs. Jean Rafuse

Mr. R. E. Prest

Una Jean Foster

Rear Admiral & Mrs. Wm. Landymore
G. A. Feetham

Shirley J. Conrad

Donald Layton

Helen Cooper

Winnifred Sweet

Evelyn B. McElmon

Mrs. Joan MacIntosh

The Royal Nova Scotia Historical
Society

Mr. L. Harris MacDonald
Phyllis I. Meisner
St. Mark's Church

Mr. Donald Curren
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Wallace and family “glenora” - Margaret Jarvis
Explosion

We were living at “Glenora” where Simpsons’ is now — our father and older and younger
brothers were pushing the baby [grand?] Chev 5 passenger out of the garage to start it running down
our driveway. | was looking out of the window watching them. At that moment everything happened —a
piece of the window hit me in the neck but | pulled it out [redacted passage]. We gathered together and
our first thought was that a submarine has come into the Arm and had torpedoed us — we went into the
dining room and crouched under the large table — then we went upstairs to my parents’ room, the only
one with windows intact and we knelt and prayed. Then the soldiers came around and warned us that
another explosion might happen, so we went out in St. Patrick’'s Home filled up where others were
gathered. We decided then to get out of town and eight children, fat cook, parents and nursemaid all
got in the five passenger car and down the Chebucto Road we picked up big Mrs. Murphy and then the
thirteen of us start off. The road was packed with cars and people on foot -- lots with bandages and
injuries — all trying to get out of town. My older brother wanted to stay at home and let Prince, our
beautiful Irish setter go instead of him. After a stop and go situation we arrive at Tantallon and a
wonderful family took us all in. The next day Daddy, two brothers, nursemaid and | start back to get the

house ready for the others—blizzard came up and car gets marooned — so we walk. It seemed endless.

We ate snow because we were hungry and thirsty. Finally we came to a wood-cutter’s shack and he took
us in and fed us beans which tasted like ambrosia. We slept in chairs and next morning were ready to
take off again. | spied two yeast cakes on the windowsill and thinking we might starve before we got
back to Halifax, | tucked them in my voluminous convent bloomers. As we walked to the door, they fell
out. | was very embarrassed but after all, | was only nine years old. We caught a train and got into
Fairview and then walked the rest of the way. | was very happy to see Norman Currie, my best friend’s

father. He was digging out bodies and piling them up wrapped in bed spreads.

What we didn’t know then was that part of the anchor of one of the colliding ships had come right over
the garage where our men were taking out the car and had cut a swath through our trees and buried
itself in our woods. It weighed almost 200 lbs. A larger part had continued on to Edmond’s Grounds

across the arm. The piece of anchor is now at Tom Monts, Hacketts Cove.

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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An aftermath to our story was that some years later Daddy was on jury duty and our benefactor from
Tantallon was on trial for rum running a way of life for the fishermen then, but my father swung the jury

and the fisherman got off -- a small repayment for their kindness.

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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BOUQUET OF FLOWERS 18.313

AICKER

From an Original, mouthpainted by
1. Schricker
Published by Rehandart Canada Limited

Lithographed in Canada by McLaren, Morris & Todd
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Halifax Memorial Library
Explosion

My Dear Brother now dead John Edward Carson, 1984. He was 10 years old but he was not in Richmond
School, Devonshire Avenue, at the time of the Explosion. He was a patient at the V.G. Hospital and | his
sister was not at school that morning, but my dear Parents, John Robert Carson Enfield , N.S.... two
Brothers and a Baby Sister Lilian died in my Mother’s arms. Also Mrs. Jim Smith, my Dad’s Sister, Agnes

Carson.
I am the only surviving member of my parents family, Mrs. Katherine... Carson.

In Memory of my Dear Brother John Edward Carson buried in Liverpool, N.S. Born in Halifax City.

Dear Sirs,

| have lost my dear Parents, John Robert Carson, Katherine Marjorie Carson, two Brothers and a baby

sister what died in my Mother’s arms.
Also Mrs. Jim Smith, Agnes Carson, Dad’s Sister, my dear Aunt.

But my late Brother was only 10 years old and a the V. General Hospital, now dead. He never got over

losing his parents. But | was not at school either at the time. | am only surviving member.
Yours Sincerely,
Mrs. Katherine Agnes Rees ...

This is in memory of my dear brother John Edward Carson, who never really got over losing his dear

Mother and Dad.... But my priest told me they are all in Heaven.. | believe this, this is all that keeps me

going.

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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July 16/84
Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee
Mr. Reginald A. Prest

Dear Sir,
Enclosed is check [sic] to have Christine M. Duggan Grant RN etched on the Bronze Plaque.
Christine was about eight years old when she was scarred by the Halifax Explosion.

Christine was a graduate nurse of the Halifax Infirmary and the only nurse, not a Sister of Charity picked
to be supervisor of a floor in that hospital, when it was operated by the Sisters.

Christine also was the first to use penicillin that required permission from Ottawa.

Christine’s mother Margaret Duggan was also in the explosion. She was blown from the house with part
of the house.

Mrs. Duggan went up the swinging stair case to get her wedding ring from the bedroom.
Both Christine and her mother were taken to the South end in a milk wagon. On the way they passed a

rug from their home, being used for a shelter for a delivery room.

Christine’s father Mr. Thomas Duggan was in the Imperial Army and on his way to the Boer War, when in
Halifax the war ended and he had a choice to remain here or go back to England. He remained and
joined the Canadian Army. An interesting point is Mrs. Duggan was blown out of her home. Mr. Duggan

in the trenches was buried in a cook house by an exploding German shell.
Hoping you have good luck in your endeavor.
Yours truly,

John P. Grant

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Marion D. Oxby nee Just
Nepean, Ont. Dec. 27/83
Dear sir,

Enclosed please find a small contribution toward your memorial bell fund a very worth cause. | too went

thru the Halifax Explosion and vividly remember it. | was 10 at the time.

My two sisters and | attended Richmond School and on the morning of Dec. 6, we overslept. Our two
friends from across the street called for us and went on without us. They were killed. All around was
death, destruction, and fire. Dante’s Inferno. | was the only one in our family who was hurt. Thank God |
had only superficial cuts about the face and hands. | ran to the window to see what happened and the

glass flew all around me. The God Lord watched over me or | would have lost my eyesight. | didn’t.
We lived at 22 Merkel St., then known as Hungry Hill.

We attended the same church as Barbara Orr, Kay Grove, and | remember her father and mother and
her cousin Gladys Orr. Thank God, and | do thank him continually for sparing my mother (my father was
away with the 25 battalion and killed the following year), my wee brother and two sisters. | hope you
forgive me for rambling on. | wish you the best in the Remembrance Bells and you and dear old Halifax

the best for 1984. | watched it grow up as | was there from 1914 to 1969.
Yours truly,

Marian (Just) Oxley

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Shubenacadie N.S.
April 29, 1984
Dear Sirs,

Having survived the Halifax Explosion and having played on Fort Needham as a youngster | would like to

make a contribution to the Memorial bells.

My parents Mr. and Mrs R.S. Reid, my sister Edith and myself were living in the North End that day and |
have a vivid memory of losing our home and possession. We were all lucky to escape with minor injuries

and returned to the Hydrostone area and lived there until 1922.
Wishing you much success with your project.

Respectfully,

Gertrude MacPhee

Enclosed find cheque for $20.00

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Halifax, N.S
Halifax Explosion Committee

Dear Folks: | enclose my cheque for $25.00 for the Memorial Bells. | notice on the radio and in the Mail
Star that the explosion took place before 9 A.M. Dec 6/17. My impression was it took place between
9:05 and 9:10 A.M. | was in grade 9 at Morris St. school at the time and we were in the classroom

starting morning exercises when it happened so | feel it was after 9 A.M. and not before.
| hope you reach your objective and that the Memorial will be ready by next December.
Yours truly,

T. Edgar Holloway

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Shelburne, N.S

Dec. 6/83

Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Fund

Dear Sir,

| am very happy to be able to contribute in this small way to this worthwhile cause.

My mother is a survivor of the Halifax Explosion. She was working at the N.S Hospital at the time and ran
to a window to look out when she heard the explosion and was cut over the eye by a piece of flying
glass. She didn’t even realize it at the time, as soon they were busy looking after the injured. Mom said
they were lying everywhere — in the halls, with eyeballs hanging out on their cheeks and other such
horrible sights. Not until much later did she go to see about her own cut. As far as we know, the piece of
glass is still in there — around the eyebrow level — but it doesn’t seem to have done any harm over the

years. She is still alive at 84 and living in the Annapolis Valley.

In a way, this contribution is in thanksgiving that my mother was spared this terrible Explosion — or |

wouldn’t even be here!

Wishing you every success in this important endeavor.
Sincerely,

(Mrs) Marion Hogg

Shelburne, N.S.

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Dec. 9, 1983
Halifax Co., N.S.
Dear Sir,

Enclosed find cheque for the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells[.] | would like to be able to give more but

unable to at present.

| am a victim of the Explosion[.] | was 3 years old at that time, my mother was also one of the worst

victims, and | had 2 brothers hurt also.
| guess by now there isn’t too many left.
Sincerely,

Alma (Henry) Washington

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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RR #1. Granville Ferry

Anna., Co., N.S.

March 25™/84

Dear Sirs,

Enclosed a small contribution toward the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Monument.

Although | never lost any of my family in the Explosion, | can remember that day very well. We lived in
what was then South Woodside on the Dartmouth side of the Harbour. | was seven years old. | can still

see that awful cloud of smoke [...] that went up in the air.
Wishing you every success in your collection.
Yours truly,

Winnifred Bent

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Transcription available for this handwritten letter, see following pages

My father, Walter C, Nickerson was a member of the

crew aboard the tug, 'Stella Maris', This tug boat

and crew were along side the munitions ship, Mont Blanc
on that fateful day, They were attempting to tow the
Mont Blanc away from the pier, Just as they were swing-
ing the larger hawser up to the deck of the Mont Blanc
the blast occurred,

The captain of the tug, Horatio Brannen, was killed out-

right, He was the brother-in-law of my father,

There were only four survivors from the 'Stella Mars’',

My father was one of them, He lived to be 88 years old,

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Transcription available for this handwritten letter, see following pages

F15 Kennedy Drive Apt 8I0
A Dartmouth,
o Nova Scotia,

B2X INT
April TOth 1984
Haglifax kemorial Bells Committee, A
Box 1267, ﬁ ? 7
Halifax, ’
B3K 5H4 )

vear Sir/Madam,

I am only too pleased to enclose a cheque for
amouvat of Ten dollars,for my contribution to the liemorial Pells.
and my Husbzad and mys?lf expect to atltend the unveiling when
that day arrives.

I myself was in the area on that fatveful day
in I917, at that time I was 6% years old and was attending
ot Joseph's school at the time, I reémember walking slowly home
that morning stopping to gaze at all the fires gloung the way,
and my lother breathing a sigh of relief when I appeared home,
which a2t that time was. on Columbus Place, and with my Father
being in the Army ahd at the time being overseas, Ny Liother,
Sister, who was. home from school thst day sick, and myself
moved away immediately to the country to svay with relatives.

Yours truly,

Leah k Goodwill (nee Smith)

okt Masdiur Tl

455-1332

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Transcription available for this handwritten letter, see following pages

’ S

Me. M%w

0% - 5959 Opring Farden Road

Hatifos, OLS.

B3H 1Y5

Jan. 19, 1982

Dear Sir or Madam:

A memorial for the victims
of the H alifax Explosion is long overdue,
and T am enclosing a cheque for Fifty
Dnllars ($50.00) which I hope will help
toward having the bells placed as the
Committee wish,

A cousin of mine,
the late E, G. L, Wetmore, as a young lad,
worked with a horse and cart during that
terrible time, gathering wictims; and it

would be my wish (IF POSSIBLE) to use

his name as a donorj] Some of your com-
mittee m ay recall this late Bert Wetmore,
as a reporter-photogzapher with the Herald
and Mail, I WILL UNIERSTA'D IF TuLS WLISH
IS ~OT POSSIBLE,

Sincerely
Shirley Eaird

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Halifax, Nova Scotia
Jan. 16 1984.
Dear Sirs —

Being 5 years and 10 months old at the time of the Halifax Explosion | have a vivid memory of the
morning of December 6%, 1917 -- Having been lost for 3 days before my father found me in Camp Hill
Hospital with injury and loss of sight in one eye[,] | would like to remember the many who lost their

lives[,] also the injured.
Enclosed please find cheque for 500.00 for support to build the “Halifax Explosion Memorial Tower.”
Sincerely,

Rhoda Simon Goldberg

Transcription of handwritten letter provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Lr. Sackville, N.S
Oct. 21, 1984
Dear Sirs,

Enclosed please find cheque to be used toward the Memorial Bells. This remembrance is dedicated in
loving memory of my parents —John and Gladys (Orr) Oland. Mrs. Oland was a first cousin of Barbara
(Orr) Thompson and in 1976, recounted her experience of the Halifax Explosion for her grandchildren.

For your interest, | have enclosed a copy of this account.
Yours truly,
Lois Mason

“Dedicated in loving memory of John and Gladys (Orr) Oland by their daughter and son-in-law Louis and

Paul Mason and by their grandchildren, Jennifer and Paul Mason.”
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THE HALIFAX EXPLCSIOKX

Written by Gladys (Orr) Oland to her grandchildren,
Nancy and Susan Oland and Jennifer and Paul A, Yason of her

experiences Dsc. 6th, 1917, the Malifax explosion.

sar chiléren,

I was twelve years old a2t the time and my brother %Willian
Crr was five. It was a beautiful sunny morning with snow
covering the ground. Ve lived at the time, at the corner

of Gottirngen and Cabol streets.

I was rnot &% schcol that day having had a bad cold the Tirst

of the week., The morning being so very nice, I was allowsd

bos

to visit my grandmother EBuchanan, who lived across the lawn
from our home, - While there, I watched my little friends ecoine
to school and waved to my friend Katie
A short time later I heard the fire engine, the 0ld Patricia

going down rKenny Streetl to Acadia Street and wondered where

|,.Jo
|~
i_l
)
3
(3

the fire was., -I btundldled myself up ancé rérn home. GE

.

i'other were or the front lawn. We watched +the billows of

smoke and flarmes, It was said the clouds of smoke went two

5]

rniles high, I heard glass Yreaking and wood crashing, 1 did
not see anythins 2s I was blown under the Iront verandan,

While under there, I felt I was falline Jown a2 dar

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



I could hear my cousin Barbara Crr telling us children if

you ever dfeam about falling down a well, wake up or you will
die. The fear of that jolted me ané I cra&led out, minus cogt.
hat, gloves and glasses, | .

g{

What hacd once been a beautiful day was now quite dark as the
smoke had darkened the day and you could hardly seé three feet

ahead of you.

Ve went_aroﬁnd to the back vnorch and liother put my uncle's
coat on me. The collar formed a hat and a-scarf was‘fied
around the neck to keep the coat from dragzing on the snow.
Mother then went and got her-father ouﬁ of the cellar.. He
was badly hurt. She pushed him up to fhe window and I pulled
ﬁim out, At the back of his house the chimney had fallen on

1

the ground. Ve all sat on that to keep warn. Lother was so
~sure it was the Germans, she cecicded to stay where we were.
While she had these thoughts, we saw a young girl come limp-
ing up the driveway. We had no idea who she was as her hair
and face were blackened by *the exvlosives and water. iother
went over %o see if SE, could help her, To.her survrise

the £irl calleé her Aunt Edna. It was Barbara. Lother asked
her about her family. She *told Lother %thz® her brother Ian
was 111 with the measles anc¢ rone of the children were in
school. He had looked out of the window ancd saicd it was an

ammunition ship on fire, and went back %o bed, She put her

coat and hat on and ran to Fort leedhzam fto watch the fire,.

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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When she réturned home the houses and laﬁﬁ vost were ablaze,
and she could not cross the street. Her mother, two sisters
and three brothers perished in the fire. " Her father was killed
on his way to the office, and another'uncie'was al*ve after
the disaster, only to Jjump *o fhe fround ar.d be killed by a
loosened granite block which fell on him,
The business was known as the Richhond Erinting Company.
Barbara's father, Samuel Crr was in charge of the office.
David Crr was ir charge of <he printing.and Father wés buyer
and traveller, There were thirty~cight,wh6 lcst their iives

thereL ;

After hearing her story, we .gathered ourselves together and

- walkecd through to Parker-ﬁuir‘s home, The house was filled
"with wounded and four or five people lying écross beds. Just
before we left our home, I walkecd around the house and saw my
dolls and doll carriage on the lawn but isnored them. I picked
up a bolt of unbleached cotton that “other was to use to make
sheets for the Red Cross. I picked it up ﬁnd put it under

my big, lone coat and said the Germans would nbt get this,

It was heavy but no one noticed what I had done.

lother, in the meantime, went in the house and up the stairs
which were hanging from the wall as the supports were gone.

She got her fur cape and engagement ring and other prized

DO

0

sessions., On her way down the stairs, she heard tre lzdy

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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next door c¢all for heip._ She was trapped and the house was

on fire.. The baby in her arms was unconscious., ijother dropped
what she had, and it went right down to the cellar. She was

so intent to help, she never thought what she had in her hands;

her thoughts were on saving two lives.,

‘Now to return to the lMuir home, We had rot been there long

hen fother saw something white under my ccat, Whexn she saw
what it was, she told Mr., Muir , who said it was just what was
needed to cover the glassless windows, . Fe covered all the
windows and it helped to keep out the snowflurries and wind.

I often wondered what told me tTo carry that tundle. It

certainly served a purpose.

A friend of the family, Iir. Robinsor. of Rebinson's livery stable
came looking for us, He took Barbara and nmy srandfather to

the hospital and later came for us and tecok us to his home,

We stayed there a few days and and then went fo friends of

the family, Dr. and Iirs. Jakeman. That nisht there was 2 ter;
rible blizzard that stopped the rescuers. tlany peonle died

curing the storm due to exposure.

Kother had gzone out each day to the morgues where she found

nmy two uncles. Cn londay morning, she was walking up Bar-
rington Street and a gentleman came over to her and asked her
if she had seen a note at St. Paul's Hall, written by someone

but signed oy ny father, Sre could not believe what she was

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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told. The gentleﬁam was a %tenant of Father's and he knew
the signature, as he éaid he had seen it so many times on
receiéts. At St., Paul's Hall, there was the note pinned

to a board. It told that Father wae on the 01d Colony, - a
hospital ship sent over by the U.S.A.

Mother hurried bdack to Bill and I and Mr. Robinson took us
up to the Dockyard to see Father. He was badly injured and
blackened. His ankle and shoulder were broken and he was
hurt internally., He told us that he and his friend Controllef
Ha;:is.-héd rone down to a yacht club to watch the fire. His
friend was killed and he was blown aéainSt a box car, Father
crawled up Russell $treet, going near the burning houses to
get warmed, His coat and suit were blown off him, He was
picked up on Gottingen Séreet and then lost consciousness,

He could hear peoplé talking but coulé not speak himself,

It was at Camp }Hill Hospital where he was left. At one time
he heard someons say, "that man is gone," and they passed

him by and took another man. Soon after that he heard a
doctor say, "I am taking this man". Father knew the voice
ofhis friend, Dr. Dan Cox, a returned missionary from India,
home on furlough.- He had come down that day frowr Truro, N.S.
From Camp Hill he was transferred to the 01d Célcny where we

found him, FYe said he had never expected to see us again,

The family went to Truro the middle of January, 1918, and did

not return to Halifax until ay. In February, Father started

Copy of CR 58-22 Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee solicitation/Donor letters provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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nad something belonging to Father

=,

across :i.:e harbour, when h

Thé man saic¢ he was rowing

ow something slistening on a

piace.of wood., He rowed over to 1t and it was Father's
3 Viaterman pen with his name engraved on the gold clip. The

. e

pen was on a piece of his coat that was caught by a nz2il. The

ﬁen that had been in the water of Haiifax.ﬁarbour-for nearly

L]

six months was unharued and used for m2ny years. Sacé to say,

it was later stolen. I hope this story will prove interesting

to you.

.

" Your loving,

Nana Q0land

The two ships that collided in the harbour were:

Imo~a Belgian relief ship

"kont Blanc- contained T.N.T. and glycerine

1

Barbara livecd with us until her marriagze to T.W. Thompscon

in July, 1927.
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\\‘\ Dorchester, N, B,,
‘ December 7, 1983

A

Halifax Bxplosion

Bemorial Bells Committee,
P.0.Eox 1267,

Halifax, N. S,,

North Postal Station., B3K 5HA

Dear Sirs:

Herewith find enclosed cheque for twenty dollars,a donation
froms
Rev, L. K. & lirs, Eaker,
Dorchester, N. B,

One of my very early childnood memories (I would be just
ovVer Eiu% years old at that time) was one coldish day out in our driveway
where ¥ was talking with a neighbour. The discussion must have been
about the explosiong My only recollection is of asking my father, "Which way
is Halifax anyway?"

ile pointed in an east, south-easterly direction, just over
the upstream edge of Windsor wldch is just across the Avon River from
my old home in Falmouth.

Yindly send receipt in my name as per address below; and

I wish you every success -~— a memorial is certainly in order.

Yours truly,

Rev. L. K. Baker,
P.0.Eox 50,
Dorcliester, N. 3.
EOA 1MO
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