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Request for Committee Consideration 
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 Added Item 
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 Request from the Floor 

Date of Meeting:  Thursday, March 23, 2017 

Subject: Changes to Welcomed in Halifax program criteria. 

Motion for Council to Consider: 
That Community Planning Economic Development request a staff report regarding possible extension 
of the “Welcomed in Halifax” program for refugees to individuals with Refugee Protection Claimant 
Documents and other refugee claimants as outlined in the letter from North Star Law and Halifax 
Refugee Clinic dated March 16, 2017.  

Reason:  
HRM Council launched a “Welcomed in Halifax” program during the influx of Syrian refugees that 
extended free recreation, transit and museum access for a year to new refugees. Recently it has 
become evident that in Halifax, as in the rest of Canada, there are many migrants who are here legally 
and awaiting adjudication of their refugee claim.  This process can take years and during that time the 
applicants live and work in this community. 
 
The goal of the “Welcomed in Halifax” program is to help people who are newly arrived and most 
vulnerable.  As structured now, a small subset of potential applicants may only gain access to the 
program years after they have started their life in Halifax, when that help is not as needed or 
meaningful. 
 
Ultimately many of the people who this program could be extended to while still applicants would later 
access the program as refugees.  

Outcome Sought:  
Options for possible amendment of user fee by-law and application process for Welcomed In Halifax 
program. 
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These individuals, and any individual in Canada without status who would face hardship if they were
forced to leave Canada, are eventually eligible to apply for permanent residence on humanitarian and
compassionate grounds. These applications can take 2-4 years to process without offering any access to
federal, provincial or municipal services.

In addition to expanding available resources to refugee claimants, we suggest the city of Halifax also
consider other vulnerable newcomers, such as:

• PRRA applicants;
- Individuals for whom removal to their country has been suspended by the Canadian

government; and
- Other individuals without temporary status who have applied to stay in Canada permanently on

humanitarian and compassionate grounds,

If it did so, the city will be serving a very vulnerable population currently in need.

We believe that providing more resources and support to refugee claimants and other vulnerable
newcomers is beneficial for all and will contribute to long term growth and integration.

The Halifax Refugee Clinic and North Star Immigration Law would like to thank you for your time and
attention and hope that our request is met with a favourable response!

Please feel free to contact us anytime should you have any questions or require any further information.

Sincerely,

Gilli’n Smith Lori A. Hill
Settlement Coordinator Lawyer
Halifax Refugee Clinic North Star Immigration, Law

* Canada has legal obligations towards inland refugee claimants under the Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees (article 33) and the Convention against Torture (article 3). The Supreme Court of
Canada has also confirmed that the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms guarantees the right of
refugee claimants to fundamental justice, in a process where their claims for protection are heard and
evaluated impartially. Not everyone who makes a claim in Canada will be determined to be a refugee,
but every person needs to be heard to ensure that no one is sent back to face persecution or torture.

** Refugee determination inside Canada adheres to a narrow and strict definition of a refugee as a
person facing an objective risk on specific grounds, for whom there is no state protection or alternative
place to live within their home country.




