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Item No. 14.1.1 
Halifax Regional Council 

April 11, 2017 
 
 

TO: Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 
 
 

SUBMITTED BY:    
Jacques Dubé, Chief Administrative Officer 

 
 

DATE: March 24, 2017 
 
 

SUBJECT: Request from Community Foundation of Nova Scotia to Partner in the 
Community Foundations of Canada 150 Fund 

 
 

 

ORIGIN 
 

March 21, 2017 - A motion passed by Regional Council requesting a report on the request by the 
Community Foundation of Nova Scotia to partner with the HRM Community Grants Program in regard to 
the Community Fund for Canada's 150th. 

 
 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 

Subsection 34(3) of the Halifax Regional Municipality Charter provides that “The Council shall provide 
direction on the administration, plans, policies and programs of the Municipality to the Chief 
Administrative Officer.” 

 
Subclause 79(1)(av)(vii) of the Halifax Regional Municipality Charter provides that “The Council may 
expend money required by the Municipality for a grant or contribution to a registered Canadian charitable 
organization.” 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 

It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council direct the CAO to instruct staff to inform charitable 
organizations who receive funding from HRM under the 2017 Community Grants Program that they may 
also be eligible for additional funding from the Community Fund for Canada’s 150th  offered through the 
Community Foundation of Nova Scotia. 
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BACKGROUND 
 

The Grants Committee received a written request from the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia dated 
February 23, 2017, and included as Attachment 1 of this report. The provincial foundation is limited in its 
ability to access the 150 Fund administered by the Community Foundations of Canada because the 
federal funding requires a matching contribution and the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia has very 
limited “unrestricted” funds (most are donations with restrictive terms as to how they may be expended). If 
acceptable to HRM, registered charities in receipt of a grant under the 2017 Community Grants Program 
would be referred to the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia for consideration under the 150 Fund and 
could leverage additional federal funding for some local charities. 

 
The Community Foundation of Nova Scotia does not have a role in the evaluation of applications to the 
Community Grants Program and likewise HRM will not have a role in the selection of 150 Fund recipients. 
Grants staff will however assist in this process by making eligible grant recipients aware of this additional 
funding opportunity by acting as a resource to the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia as required. 
Applications to the 2017 Community Grants program will not be made available to other parties. This 
request affords mutual benefit to both parties in leveraging federal funding for some local charities whose 
project also meets the intent of the 150 Fund. It is important to note that eligibility under the Community 
Foundations of Canada is restricted to Canadian charities. 

 
 

DISCUSSION 
 

The Grants Committee considered the request from the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia at their 
meeting of March 6, 2017. The committee passed a motion recommending Regional Council forward the 
request to staff for a report. 

 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

There are no financial implications. 
 
 

RISK CONSIDERATION 
 

Low. HRM will not select, administer or monitor recipients of an award under the 150 Fund. Preferential 
consideration shall not be afforded registered charities under the Community Grants Program evaluation 
process. Eligible recipients of a municipal grant under the 2017 Community Grants Program shall be 
notified of the 150 Fund in the program’s standard letter of notification to award recipients. This 
notification does not infer an obligation to make application to the 150 Fund or presume additional funding 
under the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia’s selection process. 

 
 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

Not applicable. 
 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

Not applicable. 
 

ALTERNATIVES 
 

Regional Council could decline the Community Foundation of Nova Scotia’s request to facilitate access to 
the 150 Fund for eligible registered charities in receipt of municipal funding under the 2017 Community 
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Grants Program. 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 

Attachment 1 Letter to HRM Grants Committee from Community Foundation of Nova Scotia dated 
February 23, 2017. 

 
 

 

A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 

 
Report Prepared by: Peta-Jane Temple, Team Lead Grants & Contributions, FICT  902.490.5469 

 
 

http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php
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Attachment 1 


	Halifax Regional Council
	SUBMITTED BY:
	SUBJECT: Request from Community Foundation of Nova Scotia to Partner in the Community Foundations of Canada 150 Fund
	LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY
	RECOMMENDATION
	DISCUSSION
	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
	RISK CONSIDERATION
	COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT
	ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS
	ALTERNATIVES
	ATTACHMENTS


