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SUBJECT:  LeMarchant St. Thomas Drop-off Loop 
 
 
ORIGIN 
 
Presentation to the May 18, 2017 meeting of the Active Transportation Advisory Committee. 
Motion by the Active Transportation Advisory Committee at the June 15, 2017 meeting. 
 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 
 
Terms of Reference of the Active Transportation Advisory Committee – ‘The mandate of the Active 
Transportation Advisory Committee is to advise the Transportation Standing Committee on all matters 
relating to active transportation in Halifax Regional Municipality, using the Active Transportation Plan as a 
guide’. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Active Transportation Advisory Committee recommends the Transportation Standing Committee 
review the presentation by the Ecology Action Centre regarding the LeMarchant-St. Thomas Elementary 
School proposed drop-off loop. The Active Transportation Advisory Committee is concerned that the 
proposed drop-off loop reduces the potential for students to safely access the school through active transit 
modes. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
At the May 18, 2017 meeting of the Active Transportation Advisory Committee, the Committee received a 
presentation by Natalia Diaz-Insense, Youth Active Transportation Coordinator with the Ecology Action 
Centre in regard to safety and health concerns with the LeMarchant St. Thomas School, in particular, a 
proposed drop-off loop. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Committee was sympathetic to Natalia Diaz-Insense position that the siting of the drop-off loop in plans 
for the development of the LeMarchant St. Thomas School property could impact the safety of active 
transportation access to the school. The Committee agreed that the location of the drop-off loop, near the 
school’s main entrance, could create conflict by increasing vehicular traffic at the primary access point for 
students. Natalia Diaz-Insense also felt that a drop-off loop was unnecessary at Le Marchant St. Thomas 
and that vehicular drop-offs should be discouraged in favour of promoting active transportation modes. 
Although the Committee was sympathetic to this view, discussion concluded likelihood of eliminating motor 
vehicle drop-offs was very low and that it was important to safely manage drop-off traffic with the site plan. 
The Committee agreed that identifying an alternative drop-off location, away from the main entrance, would 
improve the safety of students accessing the school through active transportation modes.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Financial implications have not been identified. Any financial implications associated with this request would 
have to be identified in a future staff report. 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
Risk considerations have not been identified.  Any risk considerations associated with this request would 
have to be identified in a future staff report. 
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
The Active Transportation Advisory Committee is comprised of four members at large, a member 
representing a walkability group in the region, and one representative from the following organizations: 
Halifax Regional Trails Association, Halifax Cycling Coalition, Province of Nova Scotia, Bicycle Nova 
Scotia, Ecology Action Centre, Advisory Committee on Accessibility in HRM. Three Councillors also sit on 
the Committee. Active Transportation Advisory Committee meetings are open to the public and agendas 
and minutes can be viewed online at www.Halifax.ca. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None associated with this report. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
The Committee did not provide alternatives. 
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ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1:  Presentation submitted to the Active Transportation Advisory Committee by Natalia Diaz-
Insense, Youth Active Transportation Coordinator, Ecology Action Centre 
 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at halifax.ca or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 
902.490.4210. 
Report Prepared by: Sheilagh Edmonds, Legislative Assistant, Municipal Clerk’s Office, 902.490.6520 
   Ben Buckwold, Chair, Active Transportation Advisory Committee    
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