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Attention: Mr. VWoodls

Dear Sir:

The following items ere e2s recorded in the minutes of
meetings of United llemorisl Church:

From Congregationsl Meeting, August 11, 1975 'Pronnssl #2 — As »

merorisl, the bells could be removec =nd plesced on 2 cerert =l-b

in front of or to one side of the “hurch'. 'Fill Orr then re-art-

rd on an interview he hed with ¥rc,., T. ", Thormpson, the—donor of the

tells. Peczuse of the rroblems srisins frorm the structur=l f il%ngs
cnd o1

of the tower, Mrs. Thomnson ggreed the bells coul? he rero—ed =nd s
the nroceeds fror the snle af the belle to be don-ted t» the Taurch

for revenue. It was suzgested a srrller bell could be nu-chesed =nd
venue _suzges _ 1les : '

from Officiel Board Meeting, ¥erch 21, 1276 'FMr., Msrple rerorted on
3 letter received from {lderran fulli~=n to the effect thot the city
could not 2fford to nurchsse the tells, ond ruermested os ~n clter—
nete prorosition thet he and Alferw~n Velker mizht reire funds to
buy the bells nrivetely snd Aoneste ther to the city., This ides did
not zppeer to be favorsbly looked upon by the reeting. “ev. Vv,
rirrple suggested thot an =2d for the s-le of the bells be pleccad in
the United Church Otserver end this wes szreed to. Toy Vileon sugg-
ested 2 price of 325,020 would be r recsoneble becis for nezotictinz
2 sale, with some flexibility between 320,000 - 325,020, Lotion to
2h1s.egfe?t was made by Annie Grant, seconded by Dorothy Currie znd
arrled,

From 0fficial Board Meeting, December l:, 1976 'Hsrry Eisnor report-
8 that there wzs nothing new on o buyer for the bells. After corme
discussion it wes egreed thaet if the "olfville Beptist Church wss
interested in buying; them that we would offer them for 310,000,

is payment to be spread over 2 reriod of from 5 to 10 yesrs, with
%%me down peyment. This wes moved by Rcy Wilson, seconded bty Georgs

cont'a
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s, Real Estate

i
per 2nd, 1979
gi11on Bells-United Memorial Church

Development Control

This will confirm our meeting of October 1, at Fort ﬁeedham,
;o the above subject. —

It was generally agreed at the neeting that the most
appropriate site for placement of the “bells on Fort Needhanm
would be in the northern most section of the hill, approximately

fhn-lspﬂieet.aerth-e£ the fence surrounding the playing field.

This site was so considered as it is a fairly flat area
which is presently undeveloped and would expand the usable area
of the hill. It would be possible, 2t the same tima, to rglocate

the memorial on the southern section -"_ : .

The site was also considered as it would be the farthest
distant point from any of the houses in the immediate arsa and
hence would be less disruptive to the neighbourhood.

It was agreed that Local Planning and Design would start
working on the desian criteria for a structure to house the2 bells
to be used as a basis for my report to Council. At the same time,
Recreation will look at the overall positioning of the play areas
as they now exist with a view to possibly extending the soccer
pitch southward to alleviate its present intrusion on the ball

diamond at the northern end,

Mr. Murray is also to confirm to this Division that the
site indicated per our meeting, is acceptable to the Recreation
Department so that an approximate area can be designated in ny

report.

In the meantime, I will be investigating the costs of
electrification of the bells at the suggested site as well as
costs of relocation from the church site to the top of the hill.

P P

M.P. Woods

MPW/sfs | Davelopment Assistant
c.c. N. Murray
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M. P. Woods, Real Estate 1. FOLLOW UP
N. R. Murray, Recreation 2. FOLLOW UP
October S, 1978 3. FOLLOW UP
Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church 4, COMPLETION DATE
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—
—

In reference to your memo of October 2, 1979, we feel that the site most
appropriate would be at the Nanhgrnmost end Qf_ngz_ngdham - we will

have to ensure that our point of installation is equidistant from residences
in the area or if we could have more information as to the sound level
created we may be able to consider this factor in the proposed structure

to house the bells.

Playfield extensions would be orientated to the Southern portion of the
site and this aspect will be carefully orchestrated with this proposed
project.

N. R. Murray, Supt.
Research & Development - Recreation

CC: Howard J. Oehmen
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"TO: His Worship the Mayor
FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk
DATE: November 30, 1983

SUBJECT: The Memorial Bells - Fort Needham

The Memorial Bells were donated to the United Memorial
Church by Mrs. T.W. Thompson as a memorial to her family, the Orrs,
who perished during the 1917 explosion. The bells were presented
by Mrs. Thompson (nee Barbara Orr) in 1920, but the opening
ceremony was not held until 1921 at which time Mrs. Thompson played
the carillon,

The bells were made by the Meneely Company, an American
firm. They were erected atop the church tower and stayed there
until 1975, although the bells were inoperational since 1965. It
was discovered in 1975 that the sheer weight of the bells and the
vibrations they had produced had caused structural damage to the
church tower.

In 1975 the bells were removed and kept under canvas on
the church lawn until July 26, 1983, when they were removed to the
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for storage and refurbishing. Since
the bells were removed in 1975 the church congregation and interested
citizens have worked to find an alternate arrangement for the bells.

Members of the congregation of the United Memorial Church
first considered selling the bells and using the proceeds to purchase
a smaller set of bells with the rest of the money going towards the
Church revenues. Mrs. Thompson was contacted and approved.

The bells were first advertised in 1976 for $25,000, but
the Church fathers decided they would accept $20,000. Between 1976
and 1978 the only viable offer was made by the Wolfville Baptist
Church. The Wolfville congregation offered $10,000 for the bells.

Early in 1976, Aldermen Sullivan and Walker had offered
to raise money for the purchase of the bells with the intent that
they would donate the bells to the City. This idea was turned down
by the congregation in 1976 but by 1979 the Church approached City
officials to see if the City would want to purchase the bells directly.
Due to the cost of buying the bells and the eventual cost of the
re-installation, City officials, at that time, agreed to consider the
cost of the project as long as the bells were donated to the City.
By January 1980, the church trustees had concurred.

2..-.-
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When the City first considered allocating funds for the
bell structure, it was anticipated $40,000 would be needed (see
report November 27, 1979). During the Capital Budget discussions
for 1980, $40,000 was set aside for the relocation. Although all
discussions of the bell relocation were tenative at this time, a
site on the southern end of Fort Needham was purposed as being
ideal for the carillon (see enclosed site diagram). This proposed
site was never discussed before Council, although the matter of the
Fort Needham site was raised at a Finance and Executive meeting on
July 23, 1980.

At this time Alderman Sullivan mentioned the Ford Needham
site, in passing, as he recommended that the City approach the other
two levels of government for funding. This recommendation was put
before Council on July 31, 1980, the matter was passed. Letters
were sent to Mr. Edmund Morris, the MLA for Halifax Needham, and
Mr. Gerald Regan, MP for the Halifax Riding. Though both letters
were acknowledged, no confirmation was made by either Mr. Morris or
Mr. Regan (so far as we know).

The only further mention of financing the project was Mr.
Morris' interjection in April of 1981 that he did not agree with
inter-government financing nor did he believe that using funds from
the 'Relief Fund' would be appropriate owing to the situation.

Except for the motion of locating the monument at Seaview
Park, there was little activity on the Memorial Bells between 1980-
1983. In the interim the cost of the project sky-rocketed.

It is only since the organization of the Memorial Bells
Committee in July 1983 - the first meeting was held September 29,
1983 - that the Ford Needham relocation has resurfaced. Earlier in
November, 1983, Mr. Morris, who instigated the organization of the
Committee announced that the Provincial Government would be prepared
to match 'dollar for dollar to a maximum of $100,000' the money
raised by private sector contributions,,,. Oland Breweries has
apparently undertaken the project of raising private sector funds.
The Committee soon after announced the chosen location for the bells
with the plan that the building would be open on December 6, 1983,
the 67th anniversary of the Halifax Explosion.

Mr. Mike Woods, of the Development Department, who has been
involved with the bells project since its onset, stated that, to his

knowledge, no one in his department was consulted about the present
proposed location.

AE il T

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT
CITY CLERK

/pn
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gis Worship Mayor Edmund Morris
Michael Woods, Development Assistant

November 2%, 1979
carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

The Development Department has met with the Recreation
Department at Fort Needham; and a site on the northern portion of
the hill, approximately 100 feet_north of the fence surrounding
the play field, was chosen as the most appropriate location for
ralocating the beils.

The City Architect is presently preparing a conceptual
design for the housing of the bells, and this is expected to be
completed shortly. The terms of reference have been formulated
with respect to the structure, and it is now a matter of incor-
porating these items into an appropriate design and costed as well.

An inquiry was made of Irving Equipment as to the cost of
relocating and placing the bells on the structure, and this was
estimated at $300.

The Department had further discussion with Reverend Marple
of the United Memorial Church concerning the cost to the City of
acquiring the beils. It was explained to the Reverend that the
City-wouldbe facing-econsiderablecosts—in relocating and setting
the bells up on Fort Needham and that in view of these costs, it is
felt that the hells should be dgopated to the City. Reverend Marple
concurred with this suggestion but added that the final decision
would rest with the Board of Trustees.

The Reverend indicated that he is prepared to take the
matter to the Board and recommend in favour of donating the bells to
the City. He mentioned that probably the most appropriate time to
do so would be at the annual meeting of the Board of Trustees, which
is usually held during the last week in January but that an emergency
meeting could be held at any point in time prior to that if =so requested.

Letters were written to the Meneely Bell Company, the
original installers of the bells, in addition to I.T. Verdin Machine
Company and Schulmerich Carillion Incorporated in an attempt to receive
some technical information concerning the actual installation of the
bells and their operation once relocated to Fort Needham,
Unfortunately, all of the companies are located in the United States,
and staff has not received any response thus far.

ese2

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



2.

In the meantime, inquiries were made to local churches
the area; and we were fortunate to receive considerable
information from St. Agnes Church. A meeting with Father Ryan
of St. Agnes' indicated some basic but nevertheless important
considerations:

(1) The structure should consist of structural steel beams
and steel cross members and can be faced with
appropriate materials. Steel is necessary to reduce
the damaging effect of the heavy vibration of the bells
o materials such as cement.

(2) The top of the structure should be open, yet the bells
should be concealed as much as possible by grill work
of some sort to minimize the possibility of vandalisnm.

(3) The structure should be approximately 20-25 feet in
height, again to discourage vandalism,

(4) Consideration has to be given to some form of heat,
electrical, solar, or otherwise, to prevent freeze-up
of the mechanical equipment. A rough estimate of the
cost of housing the bells and their related equipment
is as follows:

Excavation - $ 2,000
Construction - 12,000
Electrical - 3,000
Mechanical - 5,000
TTAL - 322 . 000

As far as the operation of the bells is concerned, there
are a number of alternatives that the City could consider. For
example, St. Agnes Church has an automated pnrogram controlled by a
slave clock which activates the scheduled ringing of the angelus
on half-heur intervals throughout the day. Their system also
includes a roll player with a number of tunes pre-programmed which
can be played when deemed appropriate, in addition to a manual
piane keyboard, which can be activated at any time and takes up
relatively little space.

The total cost of the complete system installed by the
church in 1964, which included an 18 bell carillon, was $18,264,
with the cost of the bells and transportation from Holland represent-
ing $12,600 of the total. Assuming that the bells would be donated
and without the services of a gqualified installer to gquote an exact
Price for installation, it would appear that in today's dollars,
it would cost roughly $18,000 for a system equivalent to that of
St. Agnes Church. Deletion of any one of the above-noted modes of
operation would not reduce costs significantly.

St. Agnes' usually engages the services of Tony Elderhorst
from Pennsylvania to do the periodic maintenance of their bells.
Apparently, he is a fairly well qualified individual and could advise
the City as to the most suitable system to install and the cost of same.

c--3
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perhaps the City might wish to consider engaging his professional

”ﬂices .

We would have to pay his travel expenses.

Dtal indicated costs are, therefore, as follows

(assuning bells are donated):

MPW/me

Erection of suitable structure - $22,000
Relocation of bells to Fort Needham =~ 300
Estimated cost of electrification - 18,000
TOTAL §30,§55

e A2l

M. P. Woods
Development Assistant
Real Estate Division
Development Department
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.ancE & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

FIN T S PECIAL MFETING
MINUTES
.

Council Chamber
City Hall
Halifax, N. &.
December 17, 1979
2:20 P. M.

A special meeting of the Finance & Executive
cormittee was held on the above date.

Present: His Worship the Mayor, Chairman; and
aldermen Maley, Shannon, Downey, Sullivan, Clarke, Wooden, and
vamshaw.

Also Present: City Manager, City Clerk, and othe
staff members.

The meeting was called for the purpose of continu
consideration of the:

1980-1984 PROPOSED CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

The City of Halifax Proposed Capital Expenditures
document for the years 1980 - 1984, was submitted.

Information reports dated December 7 & 12, 1979,
were submitted.

_ His Worship suggested the Committee commence by
reviewing the report dated December 7, 1979 which was in resg
0 questions raised at previous Capital Budget meetings.

With respect to Question #1 dealing with Local
‘a?rovemenF Policy - Corner Lots, His Worship noted that Cour
pfesently in possession of a report on the matter.

With respect to Question #2(a) dealing with Sid
Ronewals, Morris Street (Dresden Row - Birmingham) (N), the
Cosmittee agreed that the sidewalk be renewed dependent upor
3grcement and funding by the Core Committee of NIP II.

200 His Worship then reviewed Question Nos. 2(b) t
Cbgu and, on the matter of 2(f) relating to Sidewalk Renewa
t9 Road (Oxford - LeMarchant) (S), the Committee agreed

¥ item as it
© read "North"
fonsult with pal
%3 the south sig

appears on Page #9 of the budget book, be cr
instead of "South", and that staff be askec
housie University to see if the University
€ coincident with the City doing the Nort

Lhe report P?ftgr reviewing the remaining question contai

e seafs ;e.ost orship noted that as a result of a review

;‘lﬁl:cAtionspfr dated December 7th., there were no budget

Committee Or the 1980 budget. His Worship then sugges
turn.to the report dated December 12th.

Note: full text of this page is
-1 - unavailable; scanned from
N photocopy
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In referring to the information contained in the
szmitted report, His Worship noted the Committee is $298,000
ahead of where it was before the budget discussions commenced
and questioned whether the memrbers wanted to stop at this point
or to include some of the shopping list items in the budget.

A discussion ensued with respect to the education
budget following which it was MOVED by Alderman Wooden, seconded
by Alderman Clarke that the three items listed on Page #42 of
the budget book dealing with Central Spryfield, Elizabeth
Sutherland, and Addition and Major Renovation to the John W.
MacLeod School, remain in the budget.

A short discussion followed and His Worship advised
the motion was not necessary as no member of the Committee intended
to make a motion that the items be deleted from the budget document. |

it

The Committee then agreed to review Appendix "D"
attached to the report of December 12th for the purpose of
developing a priority shopping list. At the request of the
Chairman, the Committee agreed to add an item relating to the moving of
the Church bells at the United Memorial Church to Fort Needhem, as
Item #3 under "Miscellaneous Items" in the amount of $40,000 prior
{0 formulating priorities.

—

The Committee then made a preliminary review of the
shopping list as presented in Appendix D attached to the staff
report dated December 12, 1979.

Under Sidewalk Renewals, Alderman Sullivan suggested
that Item #1 dealing with Kane Street, could be placed at the end
of the shopping list. The Committee agreed that Item Nos. 2 to
11 under Sidewalk Renewals, should remain on the shopping list.

A short discussion ensued with respect to Item #12
dealing with Inglis Street and the Chairman noted the project was
scheduled for 1981. Alderman Maley referred to the sidewalk in
front of the grey or brown apartment building which is in a
deteriorated condition. Alderman Maley indicated she did not
mind if the Inglis Street project was not carried out but asked
that staff patch the sidewalks in the NIP area and that they all
be renewed at a later time. The City Manager noted that patching
would be carried out with asphalt.

His Worship suggested that the Inglis Street renewal
was a matter that should be taken up by the NIP Committee.

The Committee then turned to Item #13, Coburg Road,
and His Worship noted the item was previously taken care of as
the Committee switched the designation from South to North in the
budget document. The Committee then agreed that the item be
deleted.

5 T
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Finance
i December 17, 1979

Alderman Mcoore arrived at the meeting.

The Committee also agreed that Item Nos. 14 and 15
under Sidewalk Renewals be left on the shopping list as well as
Item Nos. 1 & 2 under Paving Renewals.

Discussion ensued with respect to the Ross Street
| Connector item under Traffic Improvements, and the Committee agree
that an amount of $20,000 be included for 1980 and that an amount
of $160,000 be included in the budget for 198l.

Alderman Meagher arrived at the meeting.

With respect to Item No. 2, Herring Cove Road, under
4 Traffic Improvements, staff advised that the item involved line
markings and that an amount of $5,000 would be appropriate, and
the Committee agreed that such an amount be included in the
shopping list for 1980.

The Committee also agreed that the two items listed
under Miscellaneous Items be included in the shopping list and
that Item No. 3 dealing with Church Bells, Fort Needham, in the

| amount of $40,000 which was previously added, also be included
i in the shopping list.

Under the heading Recreation, the Committee agreed
that an amount of $100,000 be included in the budget for the year
1981 for the item "Competitive Track", and that the item dealing
with the Replacement, Spryfield Recreational Centre, be included
in the shopping list for 1980.

[ At the request of Alderman Clarke, the Committee
i agreed that the London Street item under Paving Renewals, be move
| from 1984 to 1981.

The Committee then proceeded to develop a priority
shopping list, as follows:
l Item No.
g Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola)
(S) SwW, C&G
2. Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola) .
(N) SW, C&G
3. Kane St. (Isleville-Agricola)
P, C&G
4. Norwood (Cambridge-Beech)
(N) SW, C&G
5. Quinpool Rd. (Oxford-Kline)
(Alderman Meagher abstained)
6. Replacement Spryfield Recreational Centre
T Central Commons Egg Pond,
Walkway Lighting
8. Ross St. Connector, P, C&G, SW,
8; T; LIP
9. Hennessey (Agricola-Isleville)
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Finance
December 17, 1979

Item No.

10. Barrington (Prince-Sackville)
(E) Sw, C&G AND
Barrington (Sackville-Blowers)
(E), SW, Cs&G
1l. Quinpool Rd. (Connaught to Approx.
Armcrescent)
12. Gottingen St. (Cornwallis-Prince
. William) (E), SW, C&G
13, Drysdale Rd:. - North Side Improvements

14. Herring Cove Rd. (Turning Area in
front of Wendy's)
15. Wren St. (Flamingo-Pioneer)

(E) C&G, Sw, ST, LIP
16. St. Margaret's Bay Road (Quarry Road

to North West Arm Drive, New Sidewalk,

South Side
17 Edward (University-South) (W), SwW, C&G
18. Barrington (Blowers-Sackville)

(W), sw, C&G AND

Barrington (Sackville-Prince)
(W), SW, Cs&G

His Worship noted the Committee established a
shopping list but that it had not moved any items into
Appendix A of the staff report which presents the results of
the deliberations of the Committee as of today's date. His
Worship said the shopping list presents a list of projects that
could be carried out if any money were not spent and suggested
the Committee was not directing that the first $298,000 of the
shopping list be added to the budget.

A further short discussion and questioning of staff
ensued and Alderman Wooden, in referring to funds that were
included in the budget in 1979 for a library in Mainland South,
indicated she would like to see an item included in the budget
for 1981.

Following a short discussion, it was MOVED by
Alderman Moore, seconded by Alderman Clarke that the matter cf a
budgetary provision for a possible mainland south public library
be reserved pending receipt of a report of a joint Library and School
Board Committee.

Motion passed with Alderman Wooden against.

MOVED by Alderman Sullivan, seconded by Alderman
Meagher the Finance & Executive Committee recommend that City
Council adopt the 1980-1984 Proposed Capital Budget funding levels
as presented in Appendix "A" attached to the staff information
report dated December 12, 1979.

:Motion passed.
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arant, Director of Development

. p. "ioods, Devolo—-ment Assistant

| 8]
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a structure to house the bells estimated at $22,000 in an
garlicr memo.

My. Mitchell presently has a number of other desig=
~rojects which are being given priority.

=ossibly, we should be recommending a report to
couvncil that we hire a consultant to design and cost a struceo—s.
{¢# tha cxpertise is available, to house the bells or, perha
- ay the travel expenses and cost for the Shulmerich represe

20 design sanme,

-
3.,
.-
o

W == =
—_——T2

rither ontion appears necessary if the project is ==
co=ae to a conclusion within the near future. Can we meet tc

discuas?

2NRY

M. P, Yoods
Develonment Assistant
wi/bfh
c¢ - C, L. Dodge, P.Eng.

A. Y. Churchill
C. E. Mitchell
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Committee of the Whole
July 23, 1980

T0: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
FROM: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager

DATE: July 9, 1980

SUBJECT: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed
$40,000 in the 1980 shopplng llst, 1tem 16(a), for the relocatlon

parishioner of the Unlted Memorial Church as a memoria
number of members of that particular family who lost their lives
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through
their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the

,Church property.

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered
quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alternate
location in consideration of its proximity to and the view it affc
the actual location of the explosion. A site has been tentatively
selected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area as shown
on the plan attached. The area considered consists of a small
park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantage
to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells
operational.

The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the
relocation and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could
be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial
Church so that they could be played by remote control form at .
the Church. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the bas
of the tower so that the bells could be played by the portable
keyboard on site for special occasions. The top of the tower
would have to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much
as possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibilit
of vandalism.
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HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA .

. * il
MINISTER. TREASURER:

1 0F SESSION. REV.NORMAN C. MARPLE, B.A.. M.DIV. ' . GEORGE ROY
1"’1‘11'?5:5—5-“*" 5350 YOUNG STREET . 116A ADELAIDE AVENUE
+ Acania STREET 455-2774 443-8452

1550220

RECEIVED
JUN 10 1980

\AYCR'S OFFICE

To His Worship CITY HALL

The Mayor of the City of Halifax.

Dear Sir,
The undersigned are members of the United
Memorilal Church, duly appointed to consider future use
of the Carillon Bells, formerly housed in the Church Tower.
Qur Committee is in agreement with the intent

of the City of Halifax to further exPlore the use of the bells

Mayor Morris on the 27th of May,1980.
Also we agree that, until further notice, Mr.Roy
Wilson be the liaison person for our committee in any explora-
tory moves regarding the said bells,
Dated at Halifax, N.S. June 6,1980 and signed by
the committee members,

2.

.a.Ingli
/gﬁ% g

. Roy Wi
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Committee of the Whole
July 23, 1980

TO: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
FROM: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager

DATE: July 9, 1980

SUBJECT: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed
$40,000 in the 1980 shopping list, item 16 (a), for the relocation of
carillon bells - Fort Needham. The bells were donated by a
parishioner of the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a
number of members of that particular family who lost their lives
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through
their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the
Church property.

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered

quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alternate

oo BT R —

location in consideration of its proximity to and the view it affords
the actual location of the explosion. {A site has been tentatively
selected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area as shown
the plan attached.] The area considered consists of a small
park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantages

to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells
operational.

The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the
relocation and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could
be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial
Church so that they could be played by remote control form at
the Church. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the base
of the tower so that the bells could be played by the portable
keyboard on site for special occasions. The top of the tower
would have to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much

as possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibility
of vandalism.

- The bells were manufactured in the United States and
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there are no local companies involved with the installation and
supplying of such ecuipment. Staff has corresponded with the
Schulmerich Carillon Company of Pennsylvania who have forwarded
brochures as to the possible types of structures that could be
constructed to house the bells.

The City could design a structure which would support the
carillon chimes but there are other factors such as resonating
characteristics, proper seating of the bells, etc., which are
beyond the expertise of City staff. The tower itself would
represent the major cost in the relocation of the bells and it
is estimated that this cost alone could exceed the $40,000 placed
in the shopping list. In addition there would be added costs in
running heavy gauge cable from the Church to the proposed site
to permit their operation. It is staff's understanding with the
Board that the bells would be donated as a condition of proceeding
with the project.

It is questionable whether this is a gift the City can
afford to accept. In light of other priorities for capital
funding staff is reluctant to recommend an expenditure of such
magnitude. Since the project would continue to be a memorial
to the explosion, it seems that the logical source of funding
would be the other levels of government who administer the
Relief Fund.

Council is asked to give staff direction on the matter.

M—_—

City Manager

MPW:T

Attachment

opy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Committee of the Whole
July 23, 1980

TO': His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council

I'ROM: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager
DATE: July 9, 1980
SURJECT: Carillon Bells - United Memorial. Church

During the Capital Budget discussions, Council placed
$40,000 in the 1980 shopping list, item 16(a), for the relocation of
carillon bells - Fort Needham. The bells were donated by a
parishioner of the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a
number of members of that particular family who lost their lives
during the Halifax explosion. The Church found it necessary to
remove the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress
on the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through

their use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the
Church property.

Staff has met with members of the Board of Trustees
who have indicated that in view of the circumstances in which the
Church received the gift, it would be necessary to create some
other form of memorial to the family. It was also considered
quite appropriate to select a site on Fort Needham as an alternate
location in consideration of its proximity to and the view it afford:
the actual location of the explosion. A site has been tentatively
selected on the southern end of Fort Needham in the area as shown
on the.Plan attached. The area considered consists of a small
Park-like setting and was chosen because of its economic advantages

to other locations on the hill in terms of making the bells
operational.

_ The proposal as discussed with the Board of Trustees
would involve the erection of a tower on Fort Needham and the
E91ﬂcatlon and placement of the bells by crane. The bells could
Cﬁ operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial
thgrcﬁ so that they could be played by remote control form at
ok tﬁ urch. It was also proposed to provide an outlet at the base
Keyt, e tower SO that the bells cou%d be played by the portable
woulga;d on site for special occasions. The top of the tower

ave to be open, yet the bells should be concealed as much

a§ Possible by grill work of some sort to minimize the possibility
Of vandalism.

The bells were manufactured in the United
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Ztates and there are no local companies involved with the
installation and supplying of such equipment. Staff has
corresponded with the Schulmerich Carillon Company of
zennsylvania who have forwarded brochures as to the possible

«7pes of structures that could be constructed to house the
zells.

The City could design a structure which would support
~he carillon chimes but there are other factors such as
resonatinag characteristics, proper seating of the bells, etc.,
which are beyond the expertise of City staff. The tower itself
would represent the major cost in the relocation of the bells
and it is estimated that this cost alone could exceed the $40,000
placed in the shopping list. In addition there would be added
costs in running heavy gauge cable from the Church to the proposed
site to permit their operation. It is staff's understanding
#ith the Board that the bells would be donated as a condition of
Proceeding with the project.

Cd Tf it is Pouncil's wish o pursue the project ther,
it is Fecommended hat staff be authokized to hire a consultant
to prpvide a compl intdication of the of making the bells
Ope%ézional t the proposed site on Fort Needham.

K s asleod o ) ‘
o/ Py e sl ra.siirn.
oy e e afr

Paul Calda, P. Eng.
City Manager
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Finance
July 23, 1980

—

carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

A staff report dated July 9, 1980, was submitted.

Deputy Mayor Sullivan referred to the donation of the
Bells and the possibility of the Bells being housed as a memorial

at Fort Needham.

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman
Hamshaw the Finance & Executive Committee recommend that the
Provincial and Federal levels of government be approached to
contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United

Memorial Church.

Motion passed.
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July 31, 1980

csarrillon Bells - United Memorial Church

MOVED by Deputy Mayor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Wooden

+»at, as recommended by the Finance & Executive Committee, the
ircvincial and Federal levels of government be approached to
~cntribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United

ve=grial Church.

Motion passed.




TELEPHONE HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
902-426- 6429 CITY OF HALIFAX B3J 3AS

September 4, 1980

The Hon. Edmund Morris
Minister of Fisheries & Intergovernmental Affairs
10th Floor, Maritime Centre

P.0O. Bcx 2223

Halifax, N.S.

B3J 2N3

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial éhurch

Dear Mr. Minister

- You are aware of the recent efforts by the City of
Halifax to establish a memorial on Fort Needham to commemorate
the victims of the Halifax Explosion.

I understand that staff had noted in an earlier meeting
in May that the cost of erecting a memorial utilizing the gift
of chimes could be upwards of $80,000, possibly higier, depending
on the size of the structure erected. You had further indicated
a willingness at that time to explore the possibility of utilizing
funds from the former Halifax Relief Commission Fund presently
administered by the Federal Minister of Finance to be used in
establishing the memorial. '

L

_ The matter was considered recently by City Council and

in general, members supported the proposal in principle. However,
in view of the sizeable expenditure and the particular circumstances
involved, Council requested that the Provincial and Federal
Governments be approached with a request for funding assistance.

In consideration of your earlier offer, the City
woul@ appreciate any assistance you could provide in procuring
funding to help defray the costs of this proposal.

Your earliest response would be appreciated.

Yours truly

Ronald Hanson
MAYOR
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TELEPHONE
902426~

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA
6429 CITY OF HALIFAX B3J 3AS5

September 4, 1980

The Hon. Gerald Regan
Minister of Sport & Fitness
House of Commons

Ottawa_. Canada

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

-

Dear Mr. Minister

The City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal
to erect a tower housing a chime of bells on Fort Needham to
serve as a memorial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion.

The Bells were donated to the United Memorial Church by a
parishioner as a memorial to a number of members of that famlly
who died durlng the explosion. The Bells are currently not in
use and the Church is prepared to donate them for the above
purpose.

A site has been tentatively selected on the southern
end of Fort Needham in the area as shown on the attached plan.
The area considered consists of a small park-like setting and
was chosen because of its economic advantages to other locations
in terms of making the Bells operational. It is proposed that
the Bells be operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United
Memorial Church by overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections
indicate that the project would cost upwards of $80,000, or

slightly higher depending on the size of the structure erected.

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal
but feels that funding assistance is warranted in view of the
former circumstances involved. The assets, of course, from the
former Halifax ‘Relief Commission Fund are now administered by
the Federal Minister of Finance. It is my understand;ng that
the City would require the concurrence of the Canadian Pension

Committee in utilizing a portion of the fund to erect a memorial.

As Member of Parliament for the constituents of the
Halifax riding any assistance you could provide in procuring
funding to defray the costs of this worthwhile project would
certainly be appreciated.

I await your response.

Yours truly

Ronald Hanson
MAYOR
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His Worship Mayor Ronald Hanson
R. B. Grant
September 93, 1980

Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

You probably recall a recent resolution of Council that
the City approach the Provincial and Federal levels of

government for funding assistance to erect a memorial on
Fort Needham in memory of the Halifax Explosion victims.

Attached are two suggested letters to the attention of
Mr. Edmund Morris, MLA for Halifax Needham and Mr. Gerald
Regan, the Member of Parliament for the Halifax riding.

I trust the wording is satisfactory.

4

R. B. Grant
Director of Development

MPW:

+]
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FFICE OF THE MAYOR
TY HALL, 1841 ARGYLE STREET

- HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

\ﬁj NQ,NC% - B3J 3AS

+ September 11, 1980

Dear Mr. Minister

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

You are aware of the recent efforts by the City of Halifax to
establish a memorial on Fort Needham to commemorate the victims of
the Halifax Explosion.

I understand that staff had noted in an earlier meeting in
May that the cost of erecting a memorial utilizing the gift of
chimes could be upwards of $80,000. possibly higher, depending
on the size of the structure erected. You had further indicated
a willingness at that time to explore the possibility of utilizing
funds from the former Halifax Relief Commission Fund presently
administered by the Federal Minister of Finance to be used in
establishing the memorial.

The matter was considered recently by City Council and in
general, Members supported the proposal in principle. However, in
view of the sizable expenditure and the particular circumstances
involved, Council requested that the Provincial and Federal
Governments be approached with a request for funding assistance.

In consideration of your earlier offer, the City would appreci-
ate any assistance you could provide in procuring funding to help
defray the costs of this proposal.

Your earliest response would be appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

ﬁml/ o

RONALD J. 'HANSON
MAYOR \

W
p
Honourable Edmund Morris, M.L.A. ﬂp
éﬂ bgd

Minister of Fisheries

Province of Nova Scotia

Post Office Box 2223 . ﬂb
A

HALIFAX, Nova Scotia
B3J 2N3
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September 11, 1980

\

ar Mr. Minister

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

s City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal to erect
tower housing a chime of bells on Fort Needham to serve as a
morial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion. The bells were
nated to the United Memorial Church by a parishoner as a memorial
a number of members of that faﬁfi& who died during the Explosion.
. bells are currently not in use and the Church is prepared to
rate them for the above purpose.

A site has been tentatively selected on the southern end of
rt Needham in the area as shown on the attached plan. The area
nsidered consists of a small park-like setting and was chosen
cause of its economic advantages to other locations in terms of
2ing the bells operational. It is proposed that the bells be
erated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial Church

overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections indicate that
e project would cost upwards of $80,000. or slightly higher
pending on the size of the structure erected.

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal but
els that funding assistance is warranted in view. of the former
.rcumstances involved. The assets, of course, from the Halifax
‘lief Commission Fund are now administered by the Federal Minister
Finance. It is my understanding that the City would require the
ncurrence of the Canadian Pension Committee in utilizing a portion
the fund to erect a memorial.
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Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.C., M.P.
Page Two
September 11, 1980

As Member of Parliament for the constituents of the
Halifax riding any assistance you could provide in procuring
funding to defray the costs of this worthwhile project would
certainly be appreciated.

I await your response.

Yours sincerely,

RONALD J! HANSON
MAYOR

Honourable Gerald A. Regan, Q.C., P.C., M.P.
Minister of Fitness and Amateur Sport
House of Commons

OTTAWA, Ontario s

RJH:cll
Enclosure
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CiTY OF HALtFse
DCYELOPMENT

SICE OF THE MAYOR s
=1,

¥ HALL. 1841 ARGYLE STREET

HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

Y{:’} NMQ& B3J 3A3

September 11, 1980

Dear Mr. Minister

Re: Carillon Bells - United Memorial Church

The City of Halifax is currently considering a proposal to erect

a tower housing a chime of bells on Fort Needham to serve as a
memorial to the victims of the Halifax Explosion. The bells were
donated to the United Memorial Church by a parishoner as a memorial
to a number of members of that family who died during the Explosion.
The bells are currently not in use and the Church is prepared to
donate them for the above purpose.

A site has been tentatively selected on the southern end of
Fort Needham in the area as shown on the attached plan. The area
considered consists of a small park-like setting and was chosen
because of its economic advantages to other locations in terms of
making the bells operational. It is proposed that the bells be
operated by a manual keyboard tied into the United Memorial Church
by overhead cable. Preliminary cost projections indicate that
the project would cost upwards of $80,000. or slightly higher
depending on the size of the structure erected.

City Council is in general agreement with the proposal but
feels that funding assistance is warranted in view. of the rmer
circumstances involved. The assets, of course, from the Halifax
Relief Commission Fund are now administered by the Federal Minister
of Finance. It is my understanding that the City would require the
concurrence of the Canadian Pension Committee in utilizing a portion

of the fund to erect a memorial.
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Minister Ministre

Labour Canada Travail Canada QWC'Z?,L) D W sl
a

"SEP 2 5 1980

RECEIVED
SEP 30 1580

CITY OF HALIFAX
DEVELOPMENT
His Worship Mayor Ronald J. Hanson
City of Halifax

City Hall

1841 Argyle Street

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3A5

Dear Mayor Hanson:

Thank you for your letter of September 1lth, 1980,
providing information about the proposal to erect
a bell tower in memory of victims of the Halifax
Explosion.

I am currently awaiting the comments of Mr. A.O.
Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission.

Once I have heard from him I will be in touch with
you again.

Meanwhile, thank you for giving me the opportunity
to look into the matter.

Yours sincerely,

e  RECEIVED
. spsomm

: MAYOR'S OFFICE
. B —CITY - HALL
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Octoker 8, 1980

Mr. Roy Wilson
116A Adelaide Ave.
Halifax, N.S.

B3N 2p2

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Re: United Memorial Church -
Carillon Bells

I noted in reviewing our file that we inadvertently neglected to
keep you up~to~date as to the current events regarding the above project.
I apologize for the oversight as I thought you had been informed.

After receipt of your letter of June 10, the matter was brought
before City Council and on July 31, 1980, the following resolution was
passed.

"moved by Deputy Mayvor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Wooden

that,- as recommended by the Finance and Executive Cormittee,

the Provincial and Federal levels of government be approached

to contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United

Menorial Church."

Letters were sent from Mayor Hanson to !Mr. Edmund Morris, the MLA
for Halifax Needham in addition to Mr. Gerald Regan, menber of Parliament
for the Halifax Riding, in response to the Council resolution. Both

létters have been acknowledged and we are currently awaiting, hopefully
a favourable response, with regards tc funding.

Hopefully we will have some positive news shortly.

Yours truly,

27 A2/

M.P. Woods

Development Assistant

Real Estate Division
MPW/sfs Development Department
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K<’ FinAnce

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:

A. W. Churchill, Supervisor, Real Estate |Foupwlm
Division \ -
M. P. Woods 2. FOLLOW UP
= .r‘i ) 'rT .'"\"
April 14, 1981 3. FOLLOW UP o —

Bells = United Memorial Church

F S

. COMPLETION DATE

A meeting was held in the office of Mr. Edmund Morris on
April 6, 1981. Also in attendance was David MacKeen,
Executive Assistant to the Minister.

Mr. Morris summarized events prior to his departure from
the City. He then asked for an update as to any progress
that has been made.

It was explained that a xeport had heen taken to Council,
and although Council generally favoured the idea, that it
was not given priority in terms of the Capital Budget. It

was noted that $40,000 was Ept on the shopping list in 1980

and that there was no provision in the 1981 Capital Budget.
It was also noted that Council moved a recommendation that
the Provincial and Federal Governments be approached to
contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells -
United Memorial Church.

Mr. Morris then proceeded to go on one of his tangents and
ﬁlectured the writer on Council's attitude about depending o
other levels of government for financial assistance.
He mentioned that he would like to see the project get going
despite Council's attitude but was reluctant to recommend
the use of the "Relief Fund" because of the present Mayor's
earlier campaign platform. Apparently Mayor Wallace stated
that he would like to make the surplus fund available to
surviving members of present recipients' families. 1In
Mr. Morris' opinion, this left the fund open to abuse.

Mr. Morris is prepared to recommend to Cabinet that an
expenditure of up to $50,000 be authorized for the relocation
provided that the City is willing to contribute an equal
share.

A letter is to be sent to the Mayor's Office confirming the
above.

—7Y] R st

M. P. Woods

Development Assistant

Real Estate Division

Development Department
MPW:T
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't By ALEX NICKERSON
Thls week, nearly sixty years after lhe
atlon of a shipload of explosives de-
' droyed the North End of this cily, the books
;!II be closed on the Halifax Reliel Commis-
gon. Hencelorth, the remaining assets of the
g | commission that has now only 63 recl-
z : E'll of pensions on ils rolls, will be ad-
slered by the federal governmentl's
. (anadian Pension Commission.
, Those assels, according lo Labor Minis-
| ‘Walter Fitzgerald, speaking in the Legis-
. jiure last March "“amounl lo somewhere
' wound $3 milllon," This is what remains,
‘her six decodes of the more than $27
. million given to Halifax for rehabilitation
: ind relicf, in particular of these who had
- pullered incapacilating Injuries, especially
© i blindness, when the French munitions ship
Mont Blanc blew up aller colliding in the
A Narrows with the Belgian reliel ship Imo.
¢ § The blast was, until an stomic bomb
. was dropped on Hiroshima, the greatest
*. | manmade explosion in history. About 1,000
* . people were instantly*killed and 600 more
died later of injuries. Later eslimales were
given of 1,93 dead, 9,000 injured, 199
blinded.
The faces of many who took months lo
jie were marked by a peculiar bluish tinge
almost & 1attoo — that could be traced to
the great cargo of TNT and associated
bplosives destined for war-lorn Europe that
he ill-fated Mont Blanc carried.
The State of Massachuselts took the lead

b succoring the distressed city. A special -
rain carrying doctors, nurses, medical sup-

alifax Relief Commissionicloses books: ot %

Tower, chinies suggested as

Thowever, It u deslputed simply, The
Halilax Relief, Commission.
Initially, Ihe commission disbursed

_ about $4 millidn In emergency aid and §20

million for damage claims and reconstruc-
tion. At the fame time, the commission
undertook to psy pensions to the permanent-

ly disabled. By 1920, there were 1,028 Haligo-
nians on the list; today only 63 are still in
recelpt of pemsions. They will conlinue ta -
receive cheques inadequate as they are in . -
the light of todny 's economy, s long as they
live.

A monum:nl to the commission is lhn
area in Halifax North known as the Hydros- *
tone. This bullding project was patterned ;
after one thsl had been highly praised in

. Britain, Bulll of a material that resembles

S

]

"y

cement blocks, the homes were attractive, -
ultra-modern for the time and, as the pas-.
sing years have dumnslnled exlmmelr "
durable, i
In all, the commission mslmcud more <
than 300 units in the area fo the west of Fort
Needham. An office block and & number of . |
shops were also bullt of hydrostone. The
commission, as landlord, operated the Hyd- -

. rostone for' many years. Subsequently, the :

homes were sold to the tenants.

In recent years there has been a grow-, .
Ing belief thal Halifax should have a monu-
ment, other than a housing development, to |
the devastation caused Indirectly by a world i
war, on December 6, 1917,

One of the concerned Hallgonlln: is Ron
Wallace, MLA.,

Cognlzant of & suggestion rnidc In this
column some months ago that thought might

" "be given to purchasing the no longer used

— , blankets and clothing was early on Lhe
e {f:._ 2. In addition, the American state that
-“E" 4y pud such a close association with Nova .
) ﬂ;_ " [eotia, sent a large sum of money, sup-
gt‘ " Plemented by contributions for countless .
hokr g janizatlions and individuals thruuzhnut
s, England.

. Major granls were made by the lederal
pvernment  and the Brilish government.

-

to former Alderman J. G. De- .

thimes of the United Memorlal Church and
re-erecting them in & small tower some- - .
where in Richmond, as the devastated area
was once known, Mr. Wallace brought the i
matter to the attention of the House when
the Members were debating a Bill to dissol-
ve the Halifax Relief Commission and have
the federal government administer the re-

" sidual funds Mr, Wallace sald: ot

“With the money remaining (from the
mmnhllnn funds) I would like to suggest .

Note:

but for the generosity of !sta. the (edenl
government, Massachuseits, United Kind- -
gom, and others who came lo the rescue of
this city,

“There Is a site, a triangle at the corner

of Kaye Street, Young Street, and Gotlingen

which would make an ideal location for such

a lower. An allernate locajion could be Forl
 Needham, — ace .
“‘Mr. Speaker, it's particularly good

news that the balance of the fund, which will
be substantial, will be used for the rehablli-

-, tatlon of the area, largely the area affected, . i
2 according fo the Bill, and I hope that recrea-
%+ Uon besldes is accepled as one legitimate
, use for the balance of the fund.

“1 hope, Mr. Speaker, that we don't walt ~

for the last pensioner to die — I belleve’

there are 65 lo 67 now. Last year, the
amount paid out was slightly over §100,000.

“There are flve widows remaining, eleven

totally blind, a number partially blind and

"so on. But, it should be possible lo take an

amount of this money to amortize the pay-
ment that will be required for the fulure
instead of waiting perhaps 15 or 20 years
before this balance of the fund is put to the

! very useful purpose that the Bill suggested.

“If the pension that is paid these people,
and It isn't @ large one — it's well under §200
for the widow — has not been recently
raised, then it Is not correct and if they're

sitting there with a couple of million dollars, -
" they can't say that we can'l afford L. If the

money Is there, it was given for that pur-

‘| pose and they should take a very good look

at the dollar value of those pensions today.

*“The final point, Mr. Speaker, would be
this — that it would be completely wrong to
leave an amount of $2 million lying in some
vault, not paying Interest over the yeaors,
when they're paying out an amount that is
now $100,000, which will graduaily, and quite .

-, quickly diminish, but we shouldn't have to -

walt 20 years before this money, which was
not given to Ollawa but was allotted to
Halifax, i{s returned to Halifax to continue

the purpose, that ls, rehabilitation, that it
K * termined Halifax member of the Legisla- ;

was originally given for." (Applause)
He wds speaking on ""An Act to valde

mem ona] .

- r

L« for the Dimluliun of the Hsl!lu Relie!
i Commission.” Earller, In debate on this Bill,
.x Mr. Fitzgerald had exp!ainzd fo the As-

a umbl

‘e “Under the Hallfu Rellef (:I:»l'rlminlm'l.1

y which was Incorporated by Chapler 61 of the "

*§i Acts of Nova Scolia, 1918, we're'moving that
« this commission be dissolved and (he assels ;
/ be transferred to the Minister of Finance for*,
* Canada 1o be held in lrust, Under the terms .
‘v of that trust, the finance minister must

., conlinue to pay all pensions and allowances i . ;3 ;-

b eurrenliy being pald by the commission and .
" pay the pensioners, or allowances to any .
people whom the Canada Pension Commit-

. teg determined might be eligible as a result
~ of the death or injury that was experienced
" In the explosion of 1817."

4‘;:.

"' rmains — and it will be dealt with at a small

4 ceremony tovbe held here on Friday —Islo [l

%1 officlally relieve the Province of Nova

-', Scotia of any further responsibility for the
_* management of the funds of the now dissol- -
:, ved Halifax Relief Commission. =
£ mlutmnfwmwhunmrmlvlu :
" pensions Is assured. But there is, locally, . y;
understandable uneasiness about what may =’
_ happen to the bulk of the $3 million that was ’[

. turned over lo the federal government. ]
i, + Will it be difficult to persuade Ottawa to -, 1
§

ggg with some of the funds for Lhe “continu-
I.ng rehabilitation rea_ol Halllax

e 1917 explosion,” in the .°

T words of
connection with this AP
VWil the Canadian Pension Commitlee =~
' agree with Mr. Wallace that some of the
money should be spent o erect a suitable
memorial, viz, a tower housing chimes thal
"+« were originally glven to the United Memorl: '
_ 8l Church to honor citizens killed In the
. explosion?
;  There are many pertlnenl questions tof
be asked In connection with this historic .. ‘
* transfer of funds of the Halifax Relief Com- |
mission. Ron Wallace, a dedicaled and du-1 h

, lure, will be looking for answers this week. I

*"1 ‘- i n\u
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The transfer to the federal minister of ' ',
finance has been made. All that now re- I
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still spurks com‘roversy

versy over a proposed park
end Halifax was rekindled

y at a regular eommittee«:f-

meeting.

5 Alderman Gerald O'Malley
4 the Seaview Memorial Park
n he asked for information on
sd monument for the historic

also wants the park to fall un-

wurisdiction of the Pmnt Pleas-
¢ Commission. =

monument would mmmemo- 9!

+ Halifax. Explosi
i el

Duc D’Anville’s fleet, settlement of
‘Africville and assembly of the Second
Wnrld War convoy in Bedford Basin.

-+ The kiosk would house bells from'

“the United Memarial Church and four
\ plaques — one for each of the historic
: siles in the neighbouring area.

© Ald. O'Malley said the federai gov-"

“ernment would pay for the monument

government refuses to adrmt the funds

~are available.

Two aldermen demunced the park

~ which was_approved by council last"
_year despite a staff recommendauon
-that-it be used for industrial land.

_Deputy Mayor Alf Hamshaw ask'

for a staff report from the Halifax

Industrial Commlssmn on the most ap—

'_propnal.e use for the lantl

' with money from a 65-year-old fund for

“Halifax Explosion victims. However.

Mayor Ron Wal!ace saxd the f

Copy of 102- 5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial BeIIs prowded by Halifax Munlmpal Archives




——~ «epusic cated March 16, 1983, was submitted.

Alderman O'Malley, in referring to the submitted report,
advised that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial
and went on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church
at which time there was an indication from the City to attempt to
bring the chimes into a memorial structure.

Alderman O'Malley advised of a subsequent meeting which
he had with representatives of the Church including Dr. McGregor
and indicated it was never intended that the bells would ring

hut rather an interest of execting a permanent memorial for the
Halifax explosion by placing the bells, or part of the bells, on a

four sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman
O'Malley expressed the view that the costs presented in the report
were in excess of what he had in mind and suggested a memorial
could be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected.

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and
the design requirements and advised it was staff's understanding
that the bells had to be operational. The City Manager advised that
the City would have to obtain something in writing from the church
indicating that the church will make the bells available and for
what purpose, and Alderman O'Malley asked if that could be carried
out. His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to
Dr. McGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive
response is received, a proper design, both architecturally and
structurally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost
would be in the $15,000 range.

Alderman O'Malley guestioned whether alternatives were not
available such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College.

&prit %
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Bell tower memorial

' Design commemorates
1917 Halifax Explosion

By Jim Gowen
Staff Reporter

The proposed design for a memorial bell tower
fo commemorate the Dec. 6, 1917 Halifax Explosion
was unveiled Thursday at a public meeting of the
Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee.

Committee chairman Reginald A. Prest said the
design was chosen because it makes a dramatic
statement, suggesting an image of destruction while
simultaneously evoking the energetic spirit of civie
renewal displayed following the devastation.

Planned for Fort Needham, on a site donated to
the city by the Halifax Relief Commission, the
$200,000 structure would overlook the Narrows, the
scene of the 1917 explosion. It is intended for the
structure to be visible from both sides of the harbor.

The structure, described by design architects

CORE Design Group as 60 feet high at the peak and
sloping out 150 feet to merge with the side of the hill,
will be built of monolithic hydrostone with copper
sheathing protecting the exposed surfaces and bell
enclosures.
* At Thursday's meeting, Halifax-Needham MLA
and Social Services Minister Edmund Morris, honor-
ary co-chairman of the committee, gave a brief his-
tory of attempts during the last few years to develop
plans for the memorial.

Mr. Morris indicated the provincial government
is prepared to match “dollar for dollar to a maxi-
mum of $100,000” the money raised by private sector
contributions for the fund required to build the
tower. 3
- Plans call for the tower to incorporate a chime
R . aa ]

BELL TOWER — Plans for o proposed bell
tower fo commemorate the Halifax Explosion.
were unveiled at United Memorial Church Thurs-
day night. Frank Harrington, architectural ad-
visor, left, reviews the design with Mrs. T. W,
Thompson, centre, donor of the bells and Mrs.
Janet Kitz, a historian specializing in the period

of the Halifax Explosion. 'Wamboldt-Waterfield
of bells or carillon. The bells were originally donated
to United Memorial Church by Mrs. T. W. Thomp-
son, the sole member of her family, the Orrs, to sur-
vive the explosion.

The bells were removed from the church steeple
several years ago when it was discovered that the
bell tower was unable to support the carillon.

o
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HALIFAX _WRECKED

More Than One Thousand Killed In This City,
Many Thousands Are Injured And Homeless.

ORE than one thousand dead and |"T'HE wounded and homeless are in
probably five thousand injured, | different institutions and homes
many of them fatally, is the result of the over the city. The Halifax Herald
explosion yesterday on French steam- | is collecting information regarding
ship Mont Blanc, loaded with nitro-|the missing, and citizens who have
glycerine and trinitrotuol. All of Hali- | yictims of the disaster at their homes
fax north and west of the depot is a mass | 516 requested to telephone to The
of ruins and many thousands o POP% | Herald office. Hundreds of the
|

are homeless. The Belgian Relief steamer lmo, coming . . .
down from Bedford Basin, collided with the Mont  Dodies which were taken from the ruins are un-
Blanc. which immediately took fire and was headed in | recognizable and morgues have been opened in dif-
for Pier No. 8 and exploded. Buildings over a great | ferent parts of the city. Citizens’ committees are
area collapsed,burying men, women and children. Tug !;emg formed for rescue \_vqu-_ Bulletins will be
boats and smaller vessels were engulfed and then a | issued thruout the day giving information for the
great wave washed up over Campbell Road. Fires | assistance of those who have lost relatives and friends.
broke out and became uncontrollable, stopping the | While practically every home in tbe city is damaged,
work of rescue. Not a house in Halifax escaped some | those who are able to give any temporary accommo-
damage, and the region bounded on the east by the | dation are asked to notify some of the committees.

harbor, south by North street and west by Windsor Military and naval patrols are keeping order and
street. is absolutely devastated. superintending the rescugﬁy_orkl.__ i

buildings for a great distancecnilaps-jout of the buildings and advising HE h :of Th
THE AWFUL STORY OF DISASTER ed. Tug boats and steamers were!them to take to the citiadel and open-T and ":":: Even:t;' ::i:?! ‘is'. i;:;l‘:

T 9.05 o'clockyesterday morning|engulfed and then a great wave rush. spaces. This was not by authority. K

A a terrific explosion wrecked|ed over Campbell road carrying up| Practically every house in the city ::::1 o:?.inii:lirz r;]ndqe af 'z.lass a::
Halifax killing over a thousand.|debris and the corpses of hundredsiwas damaged. The entire business! & Pt uliding: Is sma
wounding at least five thousand, and|of men who were at work on the piers|district was windowless and to pre. €% artitions have been blowl

laying in ruins at least pne-fifth of|and steamers. vent pillaging patrols trom warships'down. Our press is filled witi
the city. Without the loss of a moment in port were paraded thruthe streets. gluss. Some employees have log
The Belgian Relief steamer Imo hundreds of survivors rushed to the All along Gottingen street and their homes and families. Ou

coming down out of the Basin in|rescue of those buried in the ruios. throughout the northwest part of power service is cut off,
-charge of Pilot William Hayes collid-|Fire broke out ia scores of places and|the city there was a pitiful scene as  We are sending out a copy @
ed with the French steamship Mont soon the great mass of wreckage was women and children lacerated with thjs hand printed bulletin to ever
Blanc in charge of Pilot Frank Mac-!in the grip of an uncontrollable fire|flying fragments of glass rushed from town in order that us many of oif
Kay. TheFrench steamer was loaded|checking the work of rescue. their homes. Truckmen, hackmen, readers as possible may know'W
with nitro glycerine and trinitrotuol. The military-and naval authori-jand taxi-cab drivers rushed victumsijeast some of the defails of th
Fire broke out on the Mont Blanc|ties almost immediately took charge|to the hospitals for dressing. At the disaster. We hope to be In a po
and she was headed in for Pier 8. Itjof the situation. Fearing that the Navalhospital manyof thesick sailors sition to publish tomorrow. In th
was cighteen minutes after the col-|fire would reach local magazines of|were badlv cut and,fearing an explos-'meantime we ask for patience.

Msion when the explosion occurred.|explosives military messengers were iion from the magazine atthe Welling- P
The old sugar refinery, and all theisent over the city warning the people'ton barracks, they were taken away.| A public meeung is called for clty ball ut i1,
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PRESS RELEASE

Monument Design Unveiled

HALIFAX, N.S.— The design of a bell tower
tocommemorate the 1917 Halifax Explosion
was announced last evening at a public
meeting in United Memorial Church.

Reginald A. Prest, Chairman of the Halifax
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee said
the design was selected because it makes a
dramatic statement suggesting an image of
destruction while similtaneously evoking
the energetic civic renewal that followed
the devastation.

Placed on a granite platform, the $200,000
structure is proposed for the north-east
corner of Needham Park. The site, donated
to the city years ago by the Halifax Relief
Commission, overlooks the Narrows where
the collision of the Imo and Mont Blanc
took place. The monument will be clearly
visible from both the surrounding area and
the Harbour shores.

The narrow, angular construction will be
60’ at the highest point, sloping 150° to
disappear into the side of the hill. Several
rectangular openings will house bells of the
carollondonatedin 1921 to United Memorial
Church in memory of the Samuel Orr family.
Placed perpendicular to the harbour, the
form will direct viewer attention to the
explosion site.

Monolithic hydrostone will be the principal
building material, with copper sheathing
for the inclined surfaced and to protect the
bell enclosures. “Traditional materials will
reflect the history and character of the
adjacent neighbourhood and project a

% i
view from union st. entrance

HALIFAX EXPLOSION
MEMORIAL BELLS

by core design group,
keith I. graham with
n. fowler, j. rowe , j. thomson

feeling of stability and permanance,” Prest
noted.

Ornamental plantings will compliment the
structural form. There will be opportunities
for commemorative tree installations
around the base. Walkways and paths will
be upgraded minimally in the immediate
area and strong lighting installed to high-
light the monument.

It will be possible to play the carollon from
both United Memorial Church and the
monument platform.

Prest stated, “We feel that the structure,
with its simplicity, boldness of form and
sympathetic setting will become an impor-
tant addition to Needham Park and its
vacinity, as well as a significant feature of
the Halifax-Dartmouth area.”

The project dedication date is December
6th, 1984, the 67th anniversary of the
Explosion.

Support the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Fund

N HALIFAX EXPLOSION

MEMORIAL BELLS COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 1267 Halifax
North Postal Stn. B3K 5H4
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~view from dartmouth

view from gottingen st.

Halifax Explosion memorial:

Project nears fruition

By Jim Gowen
Staff Reporter

A project initiated almost 20
years ago is finally nearing fruition
as the Halifax Memorial Bells move
from the conceptual to the realiza-
tion phase.

The project is the first official
monument to those who died when
Halifax was rocked by the Dec. 6,
1917, explosion.

Originally conceived when So-
cial Services Minister Edmond Mor-
ris was mayor of Halifax, the
project moved beyond the planning

A

stage July 26 when, on the steps of
United Memorial Church, a procla-
mation was read announcing to the
world the beginning of the-campaign
to erect a memorial tower.

‘The plan centered around a set
of chimes — a carillon, originally
donated to United Memorial Church
by Mrs. T. W. Thompson.

The carillon had been placed
atop the church bell tower where it
was played until 1975. At that time
the weight of the bells, and the vi-
brations generated, were found to
have caused structural damage. The

tower was weakened to the point
whefe it was unsafe for the nine
bells to be left in place.

The carillon was removed from
the tower and sat under canvas on
the Kaye Street lawn of the church
until last July.

The bells were then hoisted on a
flatbed trailer and removed to the
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for
storage and refurbishing, pending
their installation in a tower which
was to be erected in Fort Needham,
overlooking the explosion site,

See Project page 2




it S

G pemtire. 26793

Project mearing fruition

continved from page 1

A design onmpel‘ihon was held and recently, ata
meeting in the hall of the United Memorial Church,
architectural drawings submitted by the successful
design team — COhE Design Group — were
unveiled for pubhc approval‘

The tower is a slopmg structure rising 60 feet at
the peak and descending in a graceful, gradual
curve, to merge with the slope of the hill. . %

The bells will be mounted along the top of the
curve in the stone structire and capped with copper
sheathing to protect them from the weather,

Reginald A. Prest, chairman of the Halifax Me-
morial Bells Committee, said the design was picked

because it makes @ dramatic statement, suggesting
an image of destruction while at the same time evok-
ing the enexgetic civic renewal following the devas-
tation. ' ) I
, With an estimated construction cost of $200,000,
the memoriaf building is to be privately financed. In
a statement made at the unveiling, however, Mr.
Morris commiitted the provincial government to
match private donations dollar-for-dollar to a ma.xi-
mum of $100,000,
Present plans call for the building to open Dec.

6, 1984, the 67th amnversary of the Halifax Explo-
sion. g

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Question Alderman Meagher Re: Installation of Bells, Fort Needham

Alderman Meagher advised that he has heard rumors and
read in the press about the possibility of bells being installed
on top of Fort Needham. Alderman Meagher noted that Fort Needham
is owned by the City and questioned whether the City has been
approached on the matter, and the City Manager advised that no such
approach has been made to his knowledge. Alderman Meagher said he
would like the City Managexr to assure that bells are not_:.nstalled
until Council _has a full discussion on the subject.

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:
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NOV 29 1883 -
MEMBERS OF HALIFAX CITY COUNCIL 1. FOLLOW UF Cit . CLERK
RON WALLACE; MAYOR : 2. FOLLOW UP »{Y.iﬁhrrvﬂ:
NOVEMBER 28, 1963 3. FOLLOW UP
HALTFAX EXPLOSTON MEMORIAL BELLS | 4. COMPLETION DATE

Attached is a repornt on the Halifax
Explosion Memonial Bells.

The Committee has nequesied an opportunity
to make a 20 minute presentation fo Council. This will

be at the stant of the Council Decemben 1sZ%.

v\,h_;;:;::t)h.52152_:m_4_~_‘

RON WALLACE
MAYOR

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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TO: P. Calda, P. Eng., City Manager ) y;oubwup
FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk ; ‘a;quowup
DATE: December 5, 1983 ; ﬁ}ouéwup
suBJEcT: Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells e ;£OMH£ﬂONDMf

Pléase be advised that City Councii ‘at a
meeting held on December 1, 1983, approved the follow1ng
resolution:

"That the matter be referred to City
staff for review and Council establish
a Committee composed of representatives

- of City staff from the Engineering and
Works Department and the City Manager's
Office, and Aldermen O'Malley and Grant
for the purpose of providing Council
with a report on the feasibility of the
proposed memorial.,"

Alderman Meagher expressed the desire that a
report be submitted to a meeting of the Committee of the
Whole Council as soon as possible.

83 BllomindesTH

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT
CITY CLERK

/pn
cc: Alderman O'Malley
Alderman Grant

P. Connell, Director Eng. & Works
C. Blakeney, Clerk's Office

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



T0% His Worship the Mayor

FROM: G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk
DATE: November 30, 1983

SUBJECT: The Memorial Bells - Fort Needham

The Memorial Bells were donated to the United Memorial
Church by Mrs. T.W..Thompson as a memorial to her family, the Orrs,
who perished during the 1917 explosion. The bells were presented
by Mrs. Thompson (nee Barbara Orr) in 1920, but the opening
ceremony was not held until 1921 at which time Mrs. Thompson played
the carillon.

The bells were made by the Meneely Company, an American
firm. They were erected atop the .church tower and stayed there
until 1975, although the bells were inoperational since 1965. It
was discovered in 1975 that the sheer weight of the bells and the
vibrations they had produced had caused structural damage to the
church tower.

In 1975 the bells were removed and kept under canvas on
the church lawn until July 26, 1983, when.they were removed to the
naval gun factory in Dartmouth for storage and refurbishing. Since
the bells were removed in 1975 the church congregation and interested
citizens have worked to find an alternate arrangement for the bells.

‘Members of the congregation of the United Memorial Church
first considered selling the bells and using the proceeds to purchase
a smaller set of bells with the rest of the money going towards the
Church revenues. Mrs. Thompson was contacted and approved.

The bells were first advertised in 1976 for $25,000, but
the Church fathers decided they would accept $20,000. Between 1976
and 1978 the only viable offer was made by the Wolfville Baptist
Church. The Wolfville congregation offered $10,000 for the bells.

Early in 1976, Aldermen Sullivan and Walker had offered
to raise money for the purchase of the bells with the intent that
they would donate the bells to the City. This idea was turned down
by the congregation in 1976 but by 1979 the Church approached City
officials to see if the City would want to purchase the bells directljy
Due to the cost of buying the bells and the eventual cost of the
re-installation, City officials, at that time, agreed to consider the
cost of the project as long as the bells were donated to the City.
By January 1980, the church trustees had concurred.

2'.-..
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When the City first considered allocating funds for the
bell structure, it was anticipated $40,000 would be needed (see
report: November 27, 1979). During the Capital Budget discussions
for 1980, $40,000 was set aside for the relocation, Although all
discussions of the bell relocation were tenative at this time, a
site on the southern end of Fort Needham was purposed as being
ideal for the carillon (see enclosed site diagram). This proposed
site was never discussed.before Council, although the matter of the
Fort Needham site was raised at a Finance and Executive meeting on
July 23, 1980.

At this time Alderman Sullivan mentioned the Ford Needham
site, in passing, as he recommended that the City approach the other
two levels of government for funding. This recommendation was put
before Council on July 31, 1980, the matter was passed. Letters
were sent to Mr, Edmund Morris, the MLA for Halifax Needham, and
Mr. Gerald Regan, MP for the Halifax Riding. Though both letters"
were acknowledged, no confirmation was made by either Mr. Morris or
Mr. Regan (so far as we know).

The only further mention of financing the project was Mr.
Morris' interjection in April of 1981 that he did not agree with
inter-government financing nor did he believe that using funds from
the 'Relief Fund' would be appropriate owing to the situation.

Except for the motion of locating the monument at Seaview
Park, there was little activity on the Memorial Bells between 1980-
1983. 1In the interim the cost of the project sky-rocketed.

It is only since the organization of the Memorial Bells
Committee in July 1983 - the first meeting was held September 29,
1983 - that the Ford Needham relocation has resurfaced. Earlier in
November, 1983, Mr. Morris, who instigated the organization of the
Committee announced that the Provincial Government would be prepared
to match 'dollar for dcllar to a maximum of $100,000' the money
raised by private sector contributions,,,. Oland Breweries has
apparently undertaken the project of raising private sector funds.
The Committee soon after announced the chosen location for the bells
with -the plan that the building would be open on December 6, 1983,
the 67th anniversary of the Halifax Explosion.

Mr. Mike Woods, of the Development Department, who has been
involved with the bells project since its onset, stated that, to his
knowledge, no one in his department was consulted about the present
proposed location.

A oot eialll

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT
CITY CLERK

/pn
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PRESS RELEASE

Monument Design Unveiled

HALIFAX, N.S.— The design of a bell tower
to commemorate the 1917 Halifax Explosion
was announced last evening at a public
meeting in United Memorial Church.

Reginald A. Prest, Chairman of the Halifax
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee said
the design was selected because it makes a
dramatic statement suggesting animage of
destruction while similtaneously evoking
the energetic civic renewal that followed
the devastation.

Placed on a granite platform, the $200,000
structure is proposed for the north-east
corner of Needham Park. The site, donated
to the city years ago by the Halifax Relief
Commission, overlooks the Narrows where
the collision of the Imo and Mont Blanc
took place. The monument will be clearly
visible from both the surrounding area and
the Harbour shores.

The narrow, angular construction will be
60’ at the highest point, sloping 150° to
disappear into the side of the hill. Several
rectangular openings will house bells of the
carollon donated in 1921 to United Memorial
Church in memory of the Samuel Orr family.
Placed perpendicular to the harbour, the
form will direct viewer attention to the
explosion site.

view from union st. entrance

Monolithic hydrostone will be the principal
building material, with copper sheathing
for the inclined surfaced and to protect the
bell enclosures. “Traditional materials will
reflect the history and character of the
adjacent neighbourhood and project a

feeling of stability and permanance,” Prest
noted.

Ornamental plantings will compliment the
structural form. There will be opportunities
for commemorative tree installations
around the base. Walkways and paths will
be upgraded minimally in the immediate

area and strong lighting installed to high-
light the monument.

It will be possible to play the carollon from
both United Memorial Church and the
monument platform.

Prest stated, “We feel that.the structure,
with its simplicity, boldness of form and
sympathetic setting will bécome an impor-
tant addition to Needham Park and its

vacinity, as well as a significant feature of
the Halifax-Dartmouth area.”

The project dedication date is December
Bth, 1284, the 67th anniversary of the
Explosion.




P.O. Box 1267
Halifax North Postal Stn.
B3K 5H4

(902) 421-6730

SCOPE OF PROJECT

Construct a carillon tower of nine Historic Bells at the North end of a public
park, on the site of old Fort Needham. Provide electrical conversion so carillon
can be played on site or, remotely, from a nearby church.

COST ESTIMATE

Foundation $ 6,000 °
Superstructure 30,000
Honorary Co-Chairmen Platform Framing & Structure 11,000
Mr. R.E. Inglis . Cladding, Granite, Copper Louvres
g:::;jj:und Morris and Megsh 38,000
Mr. Reginald A. Prest Hec'hanical B G 3,000
T Electrical 3,000
Mr. Fred R. Nickerson Exterior Lighting 3,000
Secretary Site Improvements 4,000
Mr. R.H. (Dick) MacLean Setting of Bells 2,000
LCdr. Bernard D. Allard Automating Equipment 33,000
Mrs. Jean Harrington Installation of Bells 9,000
Mr. Frank Harrington Design Fees 12,000
Mrs. Janet F. Kitz Consulting Fee 2,500
E{r' H'Rlar:l ﬁaiGr::igor Contingency = 10% 15,600
M:: %ru?:e Ni(c::ki.:son Endowment = Perpetual Care 27,900
Mr. William B. Orr $200,000
Mr. Harold Shea
Mr. Terry Sullivan SOURCE OF FUNDS
Mr. Charles A. Vaughn
Mr. Roy Wilson Private Sector $ 80,000 ..
Community - Individuals 20,000
Government of Nova Scotia 100,000
$200,000

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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FO: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 1. FoLLOV-4

CITY OF HALIFAx

FROM: M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate 2. FOLLOW DEVELOPMENT

DATE: October 18, 1983 ¢ 3. FOLLOW:U

SUBJECT:  United Memorial Church Bells 4. COMELETION DATE

A working Committee has been established to locate the
bells on Fort Needham.

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee
members that the Province is committed to funding $100,000. I
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally.

Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private sector
funds.

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site
available on Fort Needham as its contribution towards the project.
You might be receiving a call in that regard this week.

I will be arranging a site meeting later this week and
will prepare the necessary report to Council.

A VRO s

M.P. Woods

Development Assistant
Real Estate Division
Development Department

MPW/rck

Tre wit be no ChlL diwsboeacsed
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Paul Calda, P. Eng., City lanager
H.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate
October 18, 1983

e ————— "

' United Memorial Church Bells

A working Committce has been established to locate the
bells on Tort Needhamn.

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee
members that the Province is committed to funding $100,000. I
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally.
Terry advises that Clands has undertaken to raise the private secto:
funds. '

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site
available on Fort Needham as its contribution towards the ecroject.

You might be receiving a cali'inhgagz_regard this week.
| a ¢ s Xogara i 45

—————

I will be arranging a site meeting later this week and
will prepare the necessary report to Council.

\_/l/t-'./’

M.P. Woods )
Development Assistant
Real Estate Division
Developrent Department

¥PW/rck

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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“eaviow Park - Memorial - Finance & Executive

--2e - BDril 6, 1983 CLLLE

A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted.

Alderman O'Malley, in referring to the submitted report,
. .-iced that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial

A 0 s A L T e oA ety o v g o

- on to refer to a service held at the United Memorizl Church
- 'nich time there was an indication from the City to attempt to
~he chimes into a memorial structure.

Alderman O'Malley advised of a subsequent meeting which

*+ 512G with representatives of the Church including Dr. McGregor
.2 zndicated it was never intended that the bells would ring
t .. rather an interest of erecting a permanent memorial for the
J.iifax explosion'by placing the bells, or part of the bells, on a
:vur sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman
-'Mzlley expressed the view that the costs presented in the report

z in excess of what he had in mind and suggested a memorial
=22 be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected.

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and
esign requirements and advised it was staff's understanding
the bells -had to be operational. The City Manager advised that
= leX would have to obtain something in writing from the church
-n2-cating that the church will make the bells available and for
“22T purpose, and Alderman O'Malleéy asked if that could be carried

His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to

¥icGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive
ponse is received, a proper design, both architecturally and
cturally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost 4
Q be in the $15,000 range.
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Alderman O'Malley guestioned whether alternatives were not
‘ailable such as ;hrough the Nova Scotia Technical College.

.

" Copy of T02-5-T-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells prov




Ke:

TO:

FROM:

DATE:

SUBJECT:
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A. W. Churchill, Supervisor, Real Estate 1. FOLLOW .UP

Division - N
M. P. Woods 2. FOLLOW UP

N e
-

April 14, 1981 . 1Founwupkx“hl;-—-’
Bells — United Memorial Church 4. COMPLETION DATE

A meeting was held in the office of Mr. Edmund Morris on
April 6, 1981. Also in attendance was David MacKeen,
Executive Assistant to the Minister.

Mr. Morris summarized events prior to his departure from
the City. He then asked for an update as to any progress
that has been made.

It was explained that a xeport had been taken to Council,
and although Council generally favoured the_idea, that it
was nQt_given priority in terms of the Capital Budget. It
was noted that $40,000 was put on the shopping list in 1980
and that there was no provision in the 1981 Capital Budget.
It was also noted that Council moved a recommendation that
the Provincial and F nts be approached to
contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells -
United Memorial Church.

lectured the writer on Council's attitude about depending
other levels of government for financial assistance.

§Mr. Morris then proceeded to go on one of his tangents and%
o

He mentioned that he would like to see the project get going
despite Council's attitude but was reluctant to recommend
the use of the "Relief Fund" because of the present Mayor's
earlier campaign platform. Apparently Mayor Wallace stated
that he would like to make the surplus fund available to
surviving members of present recipients' families. In

Mr. Morris' opinion, this left the fund open to abuse.

Mr. Morris is prepared to recommend to Cabinet that an
expenditure of up to $50,000 be authorized for the relocation
provided that the City is willing to contribute an equal
share.

A letter is to be sent to the Mayor's Office confirming the
above.

—77] R e

M. P. Woods

Development Assistant

Real Estate Division

Development Department
MPW:T

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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October 8, 1980

Mr. Roy Wilson
116A Adelaide Ave,
Halifax, N.S.

B3N 2P2

Dear Mr. Wilson:

Re: United Memorial Church -
Carillon Bells

I noted in reviewing our file that we inadvertently neglected to
keep you up~to-date as to the current events regarding the above droject.
I apologize for the oversight as I thought you had been informed.

After receipt of your letter of June 10, the matter was brought
before City Council and on July 31, 1980, the following resolution was
passed.

"moved by Deputy Mavor Sullivan, seconded by Alderman Wooden
that, - as recommended by the Finance and Lxecutive Cormittee,
the Provincial and Federal levels of government be approached

to contribute to a memorial to house the Carillon Bells - United
Menorial Church."

Letters were sent from Mayor lanson to !r. Edmund Morris, the MLA
for Halifax Needham in addition to HMr. Gerald Regan, menber of Parliamen
for the Halifax Riding, in response to tihe Council resolution. Both
létters have been acknowledged .and we are currently awaiting, hopefully
a favourable response, with regards tec funding.

Hopefully we will have some positive news shortly.

Yours truly,

27 R2/”

M.P. Woods

Development Assistant

Real Estate Division
MPW/sfs Development Department

]
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CITY OF HALIFAX
DEVEUOPMENT
His Worship Mayor Ronald J. Hanson
City of Halifax
City Hall
1841 Argyle Street
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5

Dear Mayor Hanson:

Thank you for your letter of September 1llth, 1980,
providing information about the proposal to erect
a bell tower in memory of victims of the Halifax
Explosion.

I am currently awaiting the comments of Mr. A.O.
Solomon, Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission.

Once I have heard from him I will be in touch with
you again.

Meanwhile, thank you for giving me the opportunity
to look into the matter.

Yours sincerely,

b " RECEIVEDR
SEP 80 1980

i HMAYOR'S OFFICE
‘ . —CITY ~RALL

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 2 P DEVELOPMENT

May 3, 1983 3.

Seaview Park - Memorial 4. COMPLETION DATE

Please be advised that City Council, at a
meeting held on April 28, 1983, approved the following
resolution:

"That staff be directed to incorporate
into the design of Seaview Memorial
Park an appropriate but inexpensive
memorial to commemorate the Halifax
Explosion, the Settling of the Black
United Empire Loyalists in Africville,
and the Merchant Marine participation
in World war 11."

- 2 Bl ol

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT
CITY CLERK

/pn

cc: M. Woods, Development

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



> i Finance
- April 20,1983

Tender No. 526933 - Sports Equipment

A staff report dated April 20,1983 was submitted.

MOVED by Alderman Downey, seconded by Alderman Nolan
the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to City Council that
Tender No. 526933 for Sports Equipment be awarded to Cleve's

Sporting Goods, 1558 Argyle Street, Halifax, N.S. in the amount
of $18,545.05.

Alderman Dewell addressed the Motion and asked if
in future, consideration might be given to splitting the tender
so that more than one sporting goods store might submit a tender.
The City Manager advised the matter would be reviewed.

The Motion was put 'and passed. : ’ R

Mainland South Community Centre

A staff report dated March 11,1983 was submitted.

MOVED by Alderman Grant, seconded by Alderman Nolan
the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to City Council that
Council authorize His Worship the Mayor and the City Clerk to sign
a construction agreement between the City of Halifax and the
Province of Nova Scotia, approved as to form by the City Solicitor,
for the administration of the construction phase of the Mainland
South Community Centre project.

Motion passed.

4:10 p.m. - The City Solicitor arrives at the meeting. s

Seaview Park - Memorial

This item was deferred to this meeting from the Council
meeting held on April 14,1983.

A staff report dated April 18,1983 was submitted.
Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter and advised of

the information received from the United Memorial Church and the

position taken. Alderman O'Malley referred to correspondence

exchanged over the past years relating to this matter; apologizing

to the Committee of his unawareness of the conditions placed upon

the chimes. 3 SERem

MOVED by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman Dewell
. _the Finance and Executive Committee recommend to City Council
that staff be directed to 1ncorporate into the design of Seaview Memorial
Park an appropriate but inexpensive memorial to commemorate the
Halifax Explosion; the Settling of the Black United Empire Loyalists
in Africville and the Merchant Marine participation in World War II.

B o g - 95 -

Copy of 102- 5 1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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2. Seaview Memorial Park

Mr. Dodge has written a memo with respect to the bell
tower design, but has asked that work be put on hold. In the
interim, the School of Architecture has been approached on the
subject and has suggested that the fall term would be the most
appropriate to include the project in their program.

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Committee of the Whole
April 20, 1983

TO? His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager
Date: April 18, 1983

Subject: Seaview Park - Memorial

The attached minutes outline the discussion in
Committee of the Whole on April 6, 1983, regarding the proposed
memorial for Seaview Park.

In response to the approved motion, Dr. MacGregor
was contacted by phone on Friday, April 8, 1983, and a follow-
up letter was forwarded on Monday, April 11, 1983. The written
reply from the Board of Trustees is attached and is self-
explanatory.

Also at the Committee of the Whole meeting on March
9, 1983, two questions were asked by Alderman O'Malley.

s That staff investigate the possibility of
funding for Seaview Park through the Halifax
Disaster Relief Fund as well as other sources.

2. And, the feasibility of Seaview Park coming
under the jurisdiction of the Point Pleasant Park
Commission.

The balance of the Halifax Disaster Relief Fund,
formerly administered by the Halifax Relief Commission, was
transferred to the Canadian Pension Commission in 1976. The
powers of the original commission were conveyed to the Canadian
Pension Commission under the authority of the Halifax Relief
Commission Pension Continuation Act. (see attached excerpt
from the Act).

: While considering the erection of a memorial on
Fort Needham in 1980, utilizing the chime from the United
Memorial Church, staff enquired, at Council's direction, about
the possibility of utilizing a portion of the relief fund for
this purpose. The response received from Mr. A.C. Solomon,
Chairman of the Canadian Pension Commission, was that the
existing legislation did not provide the authority for paying
grants or capital contributions from the fund so long as there
were pension recipients alive to whom a pension is payable.

It was pointed out, however, that when funds are no longer

. required for pension purposes, that the legislation (Section
6) provides for the transfer of the balance to a provincial

or municipal body for the continued rehabilitation of the

area that was devasted by the explosion.

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



With regard to question 2, it is noted that the
Halifax Commission on City Government is suggesting that the
Management Board of the Point Pleasant Park Commission is no
longer necessary and is recommending "that a new standing
committee for Parks and Gardens be established to advise Council
and the City Administration in respect to all City parks and
gardens". As this recommendation has not yet been considered
in detail by City Council, further comment from staff would be
inappropriate at this time.

In the event that Council decides to retain the
Point Pleasant Park Commission in its present capacity, it
would be necessary to amend the existing legislation which
incorporates the directors of Point Pleasant Park if the
Commission was to assume an expanded role.

Pa da, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs C¥ty Manager
Attachs.

Prepared by:

M.P. Wc:odsm.'@f/

Development Assistant

Approved by:

R.B. Grant, Director ,/4t%§é£:)
Development Department

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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United Memorial Church

KAYE STRE:I
HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA .

TREASURER
X OF SESSION REV. LAWRENCE W. BONE. B.A.. M. DIY; CEORGE AOY
EL A. MACLENNAN TREET anmme AVENUE
ACADIA STREE! A 4438457

Mr. M. P. Woods,
Develcpment Assistant, Development Dept.,
City of Halifax

Dear Mr. Vioods:

Re: Seaview Park (United Memorial Church Chime)

According to your letter of April 11, 1983 you
mention that the intent of the Memorial Bells was to be placed
in a tower and that they be erected as a symbolic gesture only
with a suitable plague and that they be non-functional.

a. We would like to inform you that this intent does not com-
ply with the wishes of United Memorial congregation. At pre-
sent it is a mandatory stipulation of their gift that the bells
be made operational at the chosen site with a suitable plaque.
These bells were given as a memorial to be played.

b. The site preferred by the congregation is Fort Needham.

c. The congregation has gone on record at its Annual Meeting
of January 31, 1982 "that the Bell Committee of our Congregat-
ion continue to negotiate along these lines making sure that
the bells do not lose identity and that in the event the City
does not carry through, the bells remain the property of the
Trustees of United Memorial Church."

Y T

lacGregor,
Chalrman Bell Committee
Unlted Mgmorlal Church 1

S Pva - eardt dtlen] e Gnuemetla )Zazlzf‘
Moaela N (O uhum -

A

Ml

-
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Alderman Gerald O'ilalley
M.P. ‘cods, Development dssistant, Real Estate

April 12, 1983
Seaview Park (United Memorial Churcn Chine)

The City Manager has asked that you be kept informed
on the status of -he bells.

I hav=a talked with Dr. MacGregor on April 8, 1383,
and a follow up latter (attached) was sent requesting written
confirmation of our discussion.

In bried, Dr. HMacSregor indicated that the Board
0of Trustees preferred that the bells be relocateé to Fort
reacham but would prebably not b2 oprosed to using a sitke
witiiin Seaview ParXk providsd that they be made functicnal,
It is my unéerstanding that the gift %o the City will be
conditionzl ursn the bells boing imade to operate at szither
site.

T digcatad that ne would consult
wich th2 other memiers 07 the board as scon as possible and
@ sent o this office.

D

A copy of that rezly will be forwarded to you waen

recaelved.
2t
M.P. 1:00C3
vevelormrent Aoslstent
2223l Estate Division
Mpyl/sfg Develepmant Devarsment
c.c, Paul Calda
Attach.

1

i
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paul Calda, City Manager

. G- I. Blennerhassett, City C1l Ty  FAvAwW UP. ,.fi:'h
. March 22, 1983 o= A Chisian ' A low we

pect: Questions - Seaview Park - Alderma 4. COMPLETION DATE

—

During a telephone conversation with
Alderman O'Malley on the above date he indicated
to me that there are two outstanding questions he
had asked in relation to Seaview Park.

The two questions are as follows:

1. That staff investigate the possibility
of funding for Seaview Park through
the Halifax Disaster Relief fund as
well as other sources.

2. and, the feasibility of Seaview Park
coming under the jurisdiction of the
Point Pleasant Park Commission.

I vaguely remember these guestions being asked,
but I am unable to locate them in the minutes.

V& oﬁ{wxa/yw%'

G. I. Blennerhassett,
City Clerk

GIB/jan
Vﬂé Lb//’

D
MAR2 4 1983

CITY OF HALIFAX
DEVELOPMENT

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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Pp. Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

&y

M.P. Woods, Dev. Asst., Real Estate
March 22, 1983

_Seaview Park - United Memorial Church Bells

In response to a request from Alderman O'Malley to
Peter Connell, which was directed to me, a call was made
to a Dr. MacGregor who sits on the Board of Trustees of
the Church.

I indicated that a report was going to Committee of
March 23, 1932, requesting further clarification from
Council prior to proceeding with the planning & design
stage. i

In the course of the conversation Dr. MacGregor
indicated that it was his understanding that the parishoners
want the bells operational and preferably installed on Fort
Needham.

It appears to me as if the Alderman and the parishoners
are working at odds on this one and that possibly the bells
might not be made available for the symbolic use as proposed.

I believe that Mr. Ray Wilson, who also sits on the
board, will be attending tomorrow's meeting.

1.P. Voods

MPW/sfs Dev=lopment Assistant

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



Committee of the Whole
March 23, 1983

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

Date: March 16, 1983

Subject: Seaview Memorial Park

At the City Council meeting of March 17, 1983, staff
was asked to prepare a report incorporating a number of suggestions
which were discussed on March 9, in Committee of the Whole. The
instructions given to staff as contained in the attached minutes
require further clarification prior to proceeding.

For the benefit of those members not familiar with
the Bells, the chime in its existing form consists of 10 bells
ranging in size from a weight of 1800 lbs. and 43 inches in diameter
(largest) to 175 lbs. and 20.5" diameter (smallest) for a total
weight of 6150 1lbs. They are currently supported on heavy timber
beams which adds considerable weight and mass to the bells.

Alderman Grant, a parishoner of the United Memorial
Church, the parish which presently owns the bells, has expressed
the desire that they be made operational at least once a year
during services commemorating the victims of the Halifax Explosion.
During earlier attempts to have the bells relocated to Fort Needham
it was staff's understanding that the bells were to be made
operational.

On the other hand, the Alderman for Ward 5 has suggested
that the bells need not be made functional and that they could be
placed on an-.inexpensive. support structure with appropriate plaques
as a symbolic gesture.

As noted in an earlier report, the bells can be made
functional, but at considerable cost in doing so. The $40,000 cost
mentioned in the March 1,.1983, report is based on mechanical
equipment suggested by Mr. Creed Freeman of Schulmerich Carillons,
Inc. The figure incorporates a 1979 equipment quotation, updated
for inflation and does not include installation, erection costs, or
the cost of supplying power to the site.

If an expenditure of the above magnitude is to be
made, it is imperative that the bell tower be so designed as to
hopefully eliminate the possibility of the equipment which would
be stored at the base of the tower being vandalized. Any tower
design, simple or otherwise, should also incorporate some provision
for protecting the bells, or in all likelihood, they will be subject
to acts of vandalism. At the very least, even if the bells are not
made operational, they should be protected by concealing them
as much as possible in the enclosure so constructed. This implies

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



added costs, but in staff's opinion is a very important
consideration.

At present, there is no money allocated in the
budget and this project would have to be funded from other
sources or added to the budget now or later.

. Council's approval with the concept of the tower
and bells is required prior to expending funds. If Council's
authority is given to proceed, the planning and design costs
which are estimated to range from $10,000.00 - $15,000.00
could be covered by the Engineering & Design Reserve Account.

Calda, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant

Approved by:

R.B. Grant, Director /ffi;
Development Department

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives




r..-B.-Grant,-Directoriocf Deveiopm
——

¢.'I. Blennerhassett, 'City Clerk

March 10, .1983

. seaview Memorial Park ??finéncéli;ﬁx
Committee - .March 9, 19837~ ~ - a2

- -

cn7°FHAuHQ
_DEVELQPMEHT

. A staff report dafed March 1,983, was submitfed.

Alderman O;Malley'addressed-thghmatter noting .that the
structure as outlined in the -staff report was much more
el2borate than what he .had-.initially :intended.

=

"He requested

-~ that a further report be prepared@ outlininc a simrnle structure

placing the bell
use.

75 commenorating the .explosion and .incorporating the plagues and

e . The City Manager suggested.that staff .make arrangements
5 for 2 mini competition with régard to the design, noting that
~ the Nova Scotia School of Architecture might possibily be an
" avenue which could be used. B
Alderman Grant indicated that he would likeé to see
2 structure which would allow the bells to be rung at least
once a year during the memorial service. :

‘ G. I. Blennerhassett,
o . City Clerk
/jan- -

Cc M. P. Woods, Real Estate

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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|paul Calda, City Manager 1. foLTOW UP
| 6. I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk ., EokCum Da:
; March 22, 1983 . 3. FOLLOW UP

-

# Questions - Seaview Park - Alderman O'Malley s comPLETION DATE

o

F:

During a telephone conversation with
Alderman O'Malley on the above date he indicated
to me that there are two outstanding guestions he
had asked in relation to Seaview Park.

The two questions are as follows: o T’

a4
v
That staff investigate the possibility 1&L0a’1tjn‘
of funding for Seaview Park through . z
the Halifax Disaster Relief fund as fﬁ@u
well as other sources. ﬂL

and, the feasibility of Seaview Park
coming under the jurisdiction of the
Point Pleasant Park Commission.

I vaguely remember these questions being asked,

but I am unable to locate them in the minutes.

GIB/jan

ﬁ b i /57,43/@%%%_

. I. Blennerhassett,
City Clerk

o
"% t‘“}b g% RECEIVED
Mk 0?2 v MAR24 1983
" CITY CF HALIFAX
[{L3 N DEVELOPMENT
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. B. Grant, Director of Development 1. FoLLowl U

i

Civy of HALIFAY
DEVELOPMENT
DEPT.

¢ I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 2. FOLLOW I

april 11, 1983 3. FOLLOW UP

'seaview Park - Memorial - Finance & Executive
Com_mittee = Api-il 6, 1983 . COMPLETION DATE

 SEEEIET

A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted.

Alderman O'Malley, in referring to the submitted report,
advised that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial
and went on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church
at which time there was an indication from the City to attempt to
bring the chimes into a memorial structure.

Alderman O'Malley advised of a subsequent meeting which
he had with representatives of the Church including Dr. McGregor
and indicated it was never intended that the bells would ring
but rather an interest of erecting a permanent memorial for the
Halifax explosion by placing the bells, or part of the bells, on a
four sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman
O'Malley expressed the view that the costs presented in the report
were in excess of what he had in mind and suggested a memorial
could be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected.

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and
the design requirements and advised it was staff's understanding
that the bells had to be operational. The City Manager advised that
the City would have to obtain something in writing from the church
indicating that the church will make the bells available and for
what purpose, and Alderman O'Malley asked if that could be carried
out. His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to
Dr. McGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive
response is received, a proper design, both architecturally and
structurally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost

would be in the $15,000 range.

Alderman O'Malley guestioned whether alternatives were not
available such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College.

V4

-
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Seaview Park - Memorial
Finance & Executive ! gran®’
April 6, 1983 2B et
plen?
Ge*+* o
% [}
ot >
MOVED by Alderman O'Malley, seconded by Alderman D aﬂieﬂ

that staff be authorized to forward a letter to the Uniteg) °¢
Memorial Church on the matter so that Council will be info
whether the bells are to be operational, what site is accep

etc.

Alderman O'Malley asked if the matter could proceed|
expediently:and suggested that a member of City staff visit
Dr. McGregor or invite him to attend the next meeting of the
Committee of the Whole Council. His Worship expressed the vi
it would not take too long to obtain the requested informatio

Motion passed.

Alderman O‘Mailey asked if a member of staff would co
Dr. McGregor and His Worship suggested that such would be the

G. I. Blennerhassett,
City Clerk

/jan

cc M. Woods

Note: full text of this page is unavailable; scanned from
photocopy
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RECEIVED

APR 20 1983

1. FOLLOW

2. FOLLOW UP

G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk

April 18, 1983 3. FOLLOW UP

k
j Seaview Park - Memorial 4. COMPLETION DATE

'
Please be advised that City Council, at a
meeting held on April 14, 1983, approved the following
resolution:

"That the matter be deferred to the
next meeting of the Committee of the

Whole Council."™

G.I. BLENNERHASSETT
CITY CLERK

/pn

cc: M. Woods, Development
Carol, Clerk's office
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R. -B. Grant, Director .of Developmgnt A CITY OF HALiFax
DEVELOPMENT

6. I.-Blennerhassett, City Clerk
March 10, 1983

Seaview Memorial Park - Finance & Exe GMPLETION DATE

Committee - March 9, 1983

p——

——

A staff report &Gated March 1,.1983, was submitted.

Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter noting that the
structure as outlined in the staff report was much more
elaborate than what he had initially intended. He requested
that a further report be preparecd outlininc a simnle structure
commemorating the explosion and incorporatinc the plagues and
placing the bells at the top of the structure as a purely symbolic
use.

The City Manager suggested that staff make arrangements
for a mini competition with regard to the design, noting that
the Nova Scotia School of Architecture might possibily be an
avenue which could be used.

Alderman Grant indicated that he would like to see
a structure which would allow the bells to be rung at least
once a year during the memorial service.
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G. I. Blennerhassett,
City Clerk

/jan

cc M. P. Woods, Real Estate
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Committee of the Whole
March 9, 1983

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

pate: March 1, 1983

subject: Seaview Memorial Park

~

This is in response to a request for a staff report
dealing with the implications of erecting a tower and installing
the bells from the United Memorial Church at a site within the
planned Seaview Memorial Park.

In brief, the bells were donated by a parishoner
of the United Memorial Church as a memorial to a number of
members of that particular family who lost their lives during
the Halifax Explosion. The Church found it necessary to remove
the bells in recent years owing to the considerable stress on
the Church tower which was deteriorating over time through their
use. The bells are currently stored under cover on the Church
property.

The ten bells in their existing form have an approximate
weight of three tons, exclusive of their support structure which
consists of heavy timber beams approximately 10 inches square.

As staff understands it, the design of a tower must not only be
capable of handling the structural load but must also be able to
withstand the resonating effects produced by the striking action

of the bells. It was this stress that was causing the deterioration
of the Church tower where they were formerly located.

Perhaps a more important consideration than the tower
design is the method of making the bells operational. When considering
Fort Needham, it was suggested that the bells be tied in by cable to
the nearby United Memorial Church and that they could be played by a
manual keyboard located in the Church. This option would appear to
be ruled out at the park site because of location and cost factors
necessitated by the use of heavy co-axial cable. The bells could
be activated by mechanical equipment and/or a manual keyboard (on
site) which would necessitate voltage of 220 AC single phase being
supplied to the site.

Based on earlier quotations received from Schulmerich
Carillons Inc., Pennsylvania, for automated equipment, it would
appear that this equipment would cost somewhere in the order of
$40,000 today, exclusive of installation and erection costs. As
staff understands, the tower would have to be enclosed at the base
to house the equipment and necessary switching assemblies and would
require a small degree of heat in the winter to prevent freeze up
of the gears. In view of the relative isolation of the site, the
tower design should provide for the concealment of the bells by
ornamental grill wbrk which makes them less susceptible to acts of
vandalism.

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



In most cases, St. Agnes'Church for example, they are
able to store the mechanical equipment in a Church basement or
rectory which keeps the equipment safe from the elements and
vandalism. In the case of St. Agnes',the priests are able to
handle minor technical problems and some servicing. This aspect
presumably would be handled by the Engineering and Works Department.

As noted above, it is estimated that the mechanical
equipment"would probably cost in the area of $40,000 and the cost
of installation is presently unknown. The cost of the tower itself
would depend upon the design requirements needed to handle the
structural and stress loads noted above and could easily be in
excess of the $50,000 range.

Staff has had several conversations with a Mr. Creed
Freeman Jr., Campanologist of Schulmerich Carillons Inc., Penn-
sylvania, who is an expert in his field. Mr. Freeman indicated
in 1979 that he would be prepared to come to Halifax, for expenses,
and make appropriate recommendations. Mr. Freeman's Company can

supply the necessary mechanical equipment, does complete installations

and also manufactures certain pre-designed towers and has suppliers
for others.

In view of the many technical aspects as outlined above
staff would recommend that Mr. Freeman's services be engaged prior
to proceeding with this project as there may be other hidden costs
involved of which staff is not aware. A budgetary allowance of
$1,500. to cover flights and accommodatim for 3 days should prove
adequate. Funds are available in Account FA041l.

The obtaining of any of these services will not inhibit
the planned implementation of the development of Seaview Memorial
Park. The 1983 project includes final grading, topsoil, plantings
and hydro-seeding of the western portion of the park as well as the
installation of required storm sewer. Planning and construction of
a campanile for the bells, subject to Council approval, could be
completed in 1984. For the information of Council, tenders for the
1983 project are planned for March with construction starting in
the late spring.

Council is asked to give staff direction regarding the
proposed bell tower installation. :

Pail Calda, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:

i~

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant -

Approved by:

R.B. Grant, Director
Development Départment
Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives
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1 2PHONE CITY OF HALIFAX

£<35-
sanuary 13, 1983

atlantex Ltd.
p. 0. Box 100
rake Charlotte
| galifax County, N.S.
B0J 1YO

Attention: Mr. Gordon Hammond

Dear Sir:

Your letter dated January 4, 1983 is acknowledged.

The City is, at this time, completing the landscaping aspects of
Seaview Memorial Park. Alderman O'Malley has requested a memorial at
Seaview Memorial Park to commemorate Merchant Marine contribution in
World War II, Africville, the Duc D'Anville epic of history and Convoy
’ gathering in the Basin. Such a memorial is under discussion by staff

and may go to a design competition.

Thank you for your interest. Your correspondence will be filed at
this time pending completion of ground works and determination of

design of a memorial or memorials.

Please feel free to contact us in about six (6) months for an update
of this project.

Yours very truly,

LLIVAN, P. ENG.

CHIEF ENGINEER

WAS/k1lz

c.c. Mike Woods, Real Estate

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



RECEIVED
. 1 DEC29 13
R. B. Grant, Director of Development 1. FoLLOWLOP CITY OF HALIFAX
DEVELOPMENT

\\\G.I. Blennerhassett, City Clerk 2. FOLLOW UX

, § pecember 29, 1982 3. FOLLOW UP
Seaview Memorial Park (Alderman O'Malley 4. COMPLETION DATE
Finance & Executive Comm. - Dec.22/82 —

__FEinance & Exe

_ This matter was added to the agenda at the request of
Alderman O'Malley.

Alderman O'Malley addressed the matter noting that

the funding for the Seaview Memorial Park had been approved
by Council and development of the Park would be carried out
in the near future. Alderman O'Malley, with the use of a sketch
of the area, outlined four events of historical significance
being the Halifax Explosion, the settling of black United
Empire Loyalists in Africville, the loss of the French Fleet
referred to as the Duc D'anville tradegy and the part played

;; by the Merchant Marine in the Second World War. Alderman

S O'Malley suggested that this park would be an appropriate location
for a memorial commerating these historical events. He
indicated that he would like to see a tower erected, using the
bells from the existing United Memorial Church , which
would be donated to the City if such memorial were to be erected.

He suggested that funding could be obtained through
the Halifax Disaster Relief Fund as well as other sources.

6!

T

g’

He requested that staff investigate the possibility
of such a tower being erected on this site.

Discussion ensued with certain Aldermen expressing
/Qb concern with the exact location of the memorial in relation to
&l expected industrial development. Further discussion ensued.
it was agreed that staff prepare a report including
‘ /bgossible designs, estimated cecst figures and possible sources
19/Y0f funding.

i///f Deputy Mayor Hamshaw reguested the‘report contain
information from Incdustrial Commission on proposed industrial

95 development in the area.

]

ﬂw{i ﬁpﬂﬂﬁ' Rd?i;é%gﬂéib%{%4zﬁﬁﬁg-

/
/ %zﬁ D. Corkum, Acting Executive Director

of the Halifax Industrial Commission
Note: full text of this page is unavailable; scanned from photocopy
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INFORMATION REPORT

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager
Date: January 18, 1984

Subject: Relocation - United Memorial Church Bells

This report is in response to questions raised in
the attached letter of January 9 from Alderman O'Malley who
was appointed by Council along with Alderman Grant to examine
the matter of locating the United Memorial Church bells on Fort
Needham. Questions are answered in the order as presented.

3% A preliminary aerial plan has been prepared for
display which incorporates an affected area boundary, of Duffus,
Macara, Barrington and Agricola Streets. Schools within this area
are shown in blue and day care centres are colored green. Staff
will attempt to determine by January 23, which centres regularly
use the site. There are a total of fiwe access points to the park
which are off Union Street, Novalea Drive and Needham Street and
are shown in yellow. Due to time constraints, and site conditions,
staff was unable to locate precisely the playground area and
baseball diamond but the appropriate location is annotated.

7h The location, area and approximate dimensions of
the bell tower and viewing platform proposed by the sponsors have
been superimposed on the aerial plan. Staff is unaware of any parking
facility or proposed traffic to be accommodated on Fort Needham.
With respect to parking on-street, all streets whose curb lines are
not colored red are available for parking.

3 & 4. Answers to these questions will be supplied
by the next regular meeting of Committee of the Whole Council
(February 8).

5 & 6. The number of residences contained within the
subject area as noted in section one is approximately 750 and
some guidance from Council or the Bells Committee is requested as
to the extent of the suggested poll. A proposed format for a
questionnaire will be available at or before the next regular
Committee of the Whole meeting.

7. Staff is not prepared to comment on the long
term structural adequacy of the proposed structure nor the effect
of the water course/hill drainage. However, the Memorial Bells
Committee's consultant has indicated core samples will be taken by
professional soils analysts, Jacques Whitford & Associates Ltd., to
determine the substructure of the hill. As a matter of course the
structural adequacy of any plans submitted would be reviewed prior
to the issuance of any building permit and they must be certified
by the applicant's consultants.

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



8. The architect (Core Design Group) has indicated
an overhead pole line would be run from the United Memorial
Church on Young Street up Union Street to Fort Needham. The
line would then be buried most likely in or adjacent to the
crushed stone roadway to the viewing platform. An electrical
junction box would be attached to the platform. An underground
line would connect the junction box and the actual strikers in
the bell tower.

Legally speaking, the City should give an
easement over the underground portion for possible future
servicing requirements. The proponents would be responsible
for ascertaining whose poles are located along Union Street and
obtaining permission from that body to run the cables together
with paying any necessary pole rentals. The proponents have
indicated earlier at Council that a trust fund would be established
to cover ongoing future costs, one of which would be the pole rental.

0% Mr. Roy Wilson, Committee member of United Memorial
Church, has indicated that the old frame was comprised of oak. It
was not designed to support the weight nor the vibrations of the
bells. The largest bell weighs 1,800 lbs. while the total weight
of the bells and the tower was approximately two tons.

The tower base was not originally designed to
bear this weight and as such,water seepage resulted within the
old tower and also within the church rooms below. Representatives
from L.E. Shaw Limited and other groups studied the tower in 1974,
prior to the removal of the top 25' of the tower, to ascertain if
it could be redesigned to support such a weight. It was concluded
this was not possible.

Any further opinion required in this regard should
be received from independent structural engineers rather than from
City staff.

10. The following statement with respect to the Halifax
Memorial Library (North Branch) has been provided by the Chief
Librarian:

"The North Branch Library building is a memorial to
those who lost their lives in the Explosion of 1917.
Funding for the construction of the building included
$100,000 from the Halifax Relief Commission.

The sculpture in frontof the building was designed to be
symbolic of the Halifax Explosion and the City's rebirth
after the catastrophe. The sculpture includes a piece of
metal donated by Elizabeth Anne Freeman who in 1966 resided
at 1038 Robie Street, Halifax. This piece of metal struck
the home of Elizabeth Anne Freeman's parents, Mr. Mrs.

W.B. Freeman at 158 Windsor Street on December 6, 1917."

Copy of 102-5-1-54 Fort Needham Memorial Bells provided by Halifax Municipal Archives



1l1. Further staff information or advice, if any, will
be provided at or before the February 8 meeting of Committee of the
Whole. -

P. Calda, P.Eng.,
MPW/JDB/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant
J.D. Bauld, Management Assistant

Approved by:
R.B. Grant, Director, Development Department
P.S. Connell, Director, Engineering & Works
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ALDERMAN
CITY OF HALIFAX
NOVA SCOTIA

January 9, 1983

Mr. Paul Calda

City Manager

City of Halifax

P.O. Box 1749
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3A5

Dear Mr. Calda:

Prior to the Christmas Holiday season, as you will remember,
Alderman R. Grant and I were appointed by Council to look
intoc the matter of locating the Balls of "United Memorial"
on Fort Needham.

I have received, in this regard, a very brief and
uninformative paper from the Real Estate Department of the
City. In order that we assess this matter for our report
to Council, I would ask the following be responded to.

1. A complete drawing of the Fort area outlining a) play-
ground area; b) minor league baseball area; c) surrounding
schools and day care centers whose children regularly
use the playground facilities (a questionaire may be
sent) and finally which accesses to the area are used by
these children.

2) The exact location, area and geometric configuration
which would be taken by the proposed memorial. If in
fact vehicles of any kind are to be accommodated close
to the proposed monument (such as tour busses, tourist
cars, vehicles attending the "Bells Concerts" proposed
for the platform fronting the proposed monument. If
88, where are said vehicles to be accommodated, i.e.
is a parking facility on the Fort or traffic over it
proposed? If not, on which streets surrounding the
area will parking be accommodated.

3. If a defined geometric configuration of land is assigned
will a deed of transfer be made or will the city retain
ownership? If the latter, will the city have legal
ownership and therefore all time legal llablllty for the
Bells and their housing?

Siets e )2
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Mr.

ALDERMAN
CITY OF HALIFAX
NOVA SCOTIA

Paul Calda

January 9, 1984
Page 2.

4.

10.

1L

Are there any restrictions, legal or financial, to the
transfer of such land if required?

We would like an outline of the number of residences
and location for a reasonable surrounding distance of
the Fort site in order to have a City administered
pole taken of the views of those adults and children
who use the Fort site as a park on a daily basis.

We would like a proposed format of such a gquestionaire
for such a poll which would outline all of the formal
facts as a prologue to asking the necessary public
question.

We would like staffs engineering judgments on the long
term structural adequacy of the proposed structure
vis-a-vis effect of water course or hill drainage, etc.

We would like an cutline of the proposed method of
running connecting cables between the church and the
proposed site and any city implications associated with
this legally and financially now and in the long run.

We would like a staff opinion on the feasibility of
reconstructing the existing "Bell Tower" on United
Memorial Church and replacing the carillion thereon with
appropriate plaques.

We would like a complete outline of this development

and status of Halifax North Memorial Library as a formally
established monument to the victims of the Halifax
Explosion. You might contact the Library Board for a

copy of the Opening Ceremonies in 1967 of this branch of
the Library.

Finally, we would like any additional information, not
included above, related to City costs in the short and
long run, and any other information staff in their
wisdom may provide which would fully analyze this
proposal.

yenc o o )
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ALDERMAN
CITY OF HALIFAX
NOVA SCOTIA

Mr. Paul Calda
January 8, 1984
Page 3.

Your co-operation in assembling the foregoing is
appreciated.

Yours very truly,

GO'M/DR
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; i OFFICIAL OPENING .
1“: e : s
i‘_’ Monday. Octoher 24 1966, 2:30 pom.
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When the Halifax Memorial Library apened on November 12,
1951, it was bnown that a branch building i the north end of the
“city would be reguired immediately i equitable hbrary sepvice was
From that e the Library Board has wnrkcd
Cupcdefatigably 1o obtiin this objective. e 23 - : o i

As a result of the Board's efforis, the interest .iml'l'; ' 3
csupport of City Coune il amd the penerons pilt of SHO00 from
% the Halifax Reliel Commission 11 was glecided to buikd the hhr.m
S hranch as i memorial to those who lost their lives in the Explosion
Reahzation of the project came on September B, 1965,

the Eite Alderman Abbic Lane turned the sod for this building, -
Arean: 24,000 sg. fi. ; j !
4571,616.00
< 58.653.00
S 40,165.00
$670.434.00

- Building costs:
.= Furnishing and equipment:

Total cost:

1.n||mw\
Population of the City: 92,511 (1961)

hrick and concrete, red cedar tlecoratlon and :
teak wood entriance doors, (s ettt ¥

Keith L. Graham & Associates
J. . Solomon & Assocites L. b3

' ~ Building materials:

LA hiteets:
:-35

Sculpture by Jordi Bonet

e Sculpture is svmbolic of the Halifax Ftplnunn and lhc
Cuv's rehirth afler the ctastrophe. 1 is made up of four p:lrts.-1 .

Facing the street (west) is the explosion which wrecked Halifax -
- oon December 6, 1917, snufTing out 1600 lives and causing h1nhh|p
“mmd sulfering to thousands of cilizens. : 7

l 3 H

Lhe nonth side depicts the human aspect of Ihc lrﬂgcdy

= olished brongze, strong brass, and battered woed are used,  The
© - hunl outhne of a doll is indicative of the hundreds of ehildren who '
Lost their lives.  An anthentic prece of the ammunition ship, the >
Nont Blanc, s seen in the davit al the base.  Curved iron strips .
encueling the shatlered bronze symhbolize the fraternal emhr.u:t:,_
of the nation to the stricken city. o g .{-{‘

On the south side facing the entriance walk, is industry rcprc-.l‘

P

S5 sentend by the classical symbol of a wheek, shattered but recognize.:

“able.  Here also, appears the symbol of life, a (lower. ‘_," -_;_..-g;‘,

On the east side (facing the building) appears a vertical sym» %
metric and orderly form which depiets the rebirth of the City. ¢

b

IV
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Campaign laun

By JIM GOWEN

In 1977 Edmund Morris
was mayor of Halifax.
He was also “‘a northend
boy'" who grew up in the
area hardest hit by histo-
ry's largest man-made
explosion in a non-labo-
ratory environment.
Growing up in the area,
he was thoroughly famil-

— ort Needham itself is
a living memorial, hav-
ing been deeded to the
city of Halifax as a me-
morial park by the Hali-
fax Relief Commission —
there was no clearly de-
fined site which could be
refered to as THE me-
morial to the victims of
the explosion.

was in law and he was in
the medical school but
with the enrolment in the
Dal of those days, you
got to know everyone
else.” The subject under
discussion was a chime
of bells, a carillon, which
had been donated to
United Memorial Church
in the 1920’s by Mrs T.W.

their toll and the bells
were lowered to the
ground as the tower was
considered to have dete-
riorated to such an ex-
tent it could no longer
safely support the 10
* massive bells.
Mayor Morris, with
both his personal and po-
litical feet firmly an-

ched to raise

only part of the western
hemisphere to feel the
brunt of the war. In addi-
tion, four churches, St.
Marks Anglican, St. Jo-
seph’s Roman Catholic,
Grove Street Pres-
byterian and Kaye Street
Methodist disappeared in
the holocaust.™

Mr. Morris said “It is
appropriate for Halifax,

Judge Robert E. Inglis
and the elders of Memo-
rial United Church (itself
a memorial to the regen-
erative spirit demon-
strated by the residents
of Halifax north and cre-
ated when.the congrega-
tions of two north end
churches destroyed in
the explosion combined)
with a view to incorpo-

the mayor’s chair and
'the matter of the bells,
arid -the memorial, went
Into 'limbo until July of
this year when Mr. Mor-
ris — now MLA for Hali-
fax-Needham and provin-
vial ‘minister of social
gervices — met with in-
terested parties to renew
the drive for a memorial.

An exchange of letters

b ?
Thompson (Barbara chored in the north end, T A

iar with the stories of the
Dec. 6, 1917 blast, al-
though it had occurred
several years before he
was born.

He was also well
aware that though there
are several small monu-
ments to the explosion in
various parts of the city

This fact led eventual-
ly to a conversation be-
tween Mr. Morris and
Dr. Ian MacGregor, an
elder of Memorial United
Church. Mr. Morris and
Dr. MacGregor were
friends from their days
at Dalhousie University.

As Mr. Morris put it “I

Orr) in memory of Mrs.
Thompson's family, the
Orrs, who had died in the
blast.

The carillon was origi-
nally hung in the bell
tower of the church, how-
ever, age, vibration and
the weather had taken

which is becoming one of
the greatest small cities
in the world, to have a
memorial to commem-
erate to all generations
of Haligonians the resur-

was looking for a memo-
rial which would symbol-
ize the city ‘“‘rising from
the ashes like the Phoe-
nix of mythology.” .

rating the bells in a
structure dedicated to
the memory of the vie-
tims of the explosion.
The state of the bells
was evaluated by their

ol the church made a
prrovigional offer to loan
the bells to the Halifax
Explosion Memorial
Bells ' Committee for in.

“‘After all, except for a rection of the city after
few shells on the Atlanticthis catastrophe.”

coast of the United

Further discussions

States, Halifax was thewere held later with

manufacturer who con-
sidered them suitable for
continued use. By this
time Mr. Morris had |eft

clusion in a tower i¢ be
erected on For Need-
ham; theshigtielt point in
thearea.

A committee was

i

By Estelle Small
Staff Reporter

A local geophysicist and a U.S. scien-
list might finally give history an exacl
time on the Halifax Explosion's occur-
rence in 1917, putting to rest 66 years of
speculation as to what time devastation
hit the city that day.

The explosion’s impact equalled that
of an earthquake, sending tremors as far
away as northern New Brunswick, Alan
Ruffman, a principal with Geomarine As-
sociates, said last night at the Nova
Scotia Museum. Its damage was just as
great, with 1,500 deaths and several thou-
sand injuries.

Mr. Ruffman pointed out that Dr.
Robert Oppenheimer, coordinator of the
development of the atomic bomb, used
the Halifax Explosion as a comparison of
the impact of a nuclear weapon.

The explosion was the result of a col-
lision between ships Imo and Mont
Blane, a munitions vessel with 580 tons of

TNT and benzine aboard. It was the
worst man-made explosion prior to Hiro-
shima and Nagasaki.

Mr. Ruffman and Dr. David Simpson
of the Lamont-Doherty Geological Obser-
vatory in Columbia University, N.Y.
have noted the impact of the tremors
from the recordings of a 1917 seismo-
graph at Dalhousie University.

While most historical accounts peg
the time of the disaster to 9:05-06 a.m.,
some people, among them sports writer
Ace Foley of the Halifax Herald Ltd., say
the explosion occurred before nine
o'clock on Thursday, Dec. 6.

Mr. Foley said in a 1977 column in
the Herald, he had to be to school by
nine, and he was on his way to school the
day the explosion took place.

Mr. Ruffman said Mr. Foley's col-
umn generated about 57 letters-to-the edi-
tor in the paper and only 17 people be-
lieved the explosion occurred after 9 a.m.

Dalhousie University seismograph

“Time of explosion decided?

recordings, now stored at Lamont-Doher-
ty Geological Obsérvatory, show jagged
lines in the graph between 9:04 and 9:10
a.m. A photograph of the 1917 seismo-
graph recordings also shows a short se-

ries of crooked lines again at 10:07 a.m.
Mr. Ruffman said he and Dr. Simp-

son do not see any evidence of a later ex-
plosion, even though witnesses have re-
lated of how rumblings first occurred,
followed by an explosion.

The time on the seismograph corre-
sponds to watches and clocks on Dec. 6,
1917 which stopped shortly after nine.

Then, what about the recounts of Ace
Foley and others like him? )

Mr. Ruffman’s explanation is that
local schools had just swilched to their
winter hours, which meant students now
had to be to class by 9:15 a.m. or 8:30
a.m. Most of the explosion's witnesses
might remember going to school, but ne-
glected to recall the new winter hours.
They had to be there at 9:30 a.m., not
nine.

formed under the chair-

manship of north end
businessman Reginald A.
Prest 'and having as
members Dr. Ian Mac-
Gregor, Judge Robert E.
Inglis, Roy Wilson, Mrs.
Janet F. Kitz, a Halifax
historian specializing in
the period of the Halifax
explosion, R. H. Dick
MacLean, Bruce Nicker-
son, Fred R. Nickerson,
Bernard D. Allard, Jean
Harrington, Frank Harr-
ington, J. Rod McLeod,
William B. Orr, Harold
Shea, Terry Sullivan,
Charles A Vaughan and
R. Lorne White.

Edmund Morris, and
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Judge R. E. Inglis, were
appointed honorary co-
chairmen of a drive to
raise $200,000 dollars to
construet a monument on
Fort Needham which
would integrate the bells
in a permanent struc-
ture.

The committée will, in
reality, only have to
aise $100;000 as the
province of Nova Scotia
has made a promise to
match funds raised on a
dollar-for-dollar basis to
a maximum of $100,000.

The committee fune-
tions under a mandate
which requires the bells
to be erected and in op-
eration on the 67th anni-

Bells are removed from United Memorial
Church for storage pending installation
in the memorial tower.

versary of the explosion,
Dec. 6, 1984,

Should the committee
fail to meet its objective
or be blocked in its ef-
forts to complete the
project by Halifax city
council, the bells would
revert to the church and,
as was pointed out by a
visiting British architect
this summer, there
would be no permanent
memorial to those who
died in the explosion.

Summarizing his feel-
ings as the campaign to
raise $100,000 begins, Mr.
Morris said ''This is one
of the most evocative
thihgs to happen in the

north end for years.’




INFORMATION REPORT

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of Council
From: Paul Calda, P.Eng., City Manager

Date: April 16, 1984

Subject: Fort Needham - Halifax Explosion Memorial

Further to the approved recommendations of City
Council on March 1, 1984, staff of the Legal Department is
currently working on the documentation for the license
agreement between the City and the Memorial Bells Committee.
A proposed agreement should be forthcoming shortly for Council
approval.

The site has been surveyed and an appropriate legal
plan is being prepared for attaching to the license. 1In an
effort to meet construction deadlines so that the memorial will
be completed prior to December of 1984, the Committee has been
given permission to commence procedures for the soils investigation.
This will involve a shallow dig with a small backhoe through the
middle and approximately the full length of the site.

In conjunction with the above excavation;staff has
met with the Civic Historian and an official of the Nova Scotia
Museum (Archaeology Division) as well as representatives of the
Bells Committee,to coordinate procedures in connection with the
archaeologicaldig.

The current plans are to initiate the shallow dig on
Thursday, April 19, 1984, weather permitting and to monitor this
cut with the appropriate archaeologicalofficial(s). Any further
action necessary will be dependent upon the findings in this
initial excavation.

P Calda, P.Eng.,
MPW/sfs City Manager

Prepared by:

M.P. Woods, Development Assistant

Approved by:

R.B. Grant, Director
Development Department
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EXPLOSION
MEMORIAL
BELLS
COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 1267,

Halifax North Postal Stn.,
B3K 5H7

(902) 421-6730

Your Support
Will Help To Build The
Halifax Explosion

Memorial Tower
The Name Of All Donors Will be Recorded

TAX RECEIPTS ISSUED: $5.00 minimum
Charitable Registered Tax Number 0662320-52-03

In A Memory Book
P e e e e T e e e e e e S e e S e s 1
{ Please make cheque or money order payable to: I
} (Charitable tax receipts will be issued for contributions of $5.00 or more.) :
1 |
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What, no

By Jim Gowen
‘It took a British architect visiting the
metro area less than two weeks to identify
something missing from Halifax — a Hali-
fax,Explosion memorial.

Brian Carter, a member of the London
grchitectural firm of Arub and Associates,
{s a guest lecturer at the Technical Univer-
sity of Nova Scotia.

Here for two weeks as part of a pro-
gram sponsored by the university to intro-
™ce students to practicing architects who

L T L S L T PR LT R

Morris contends.

Needham
should
be site

By Estelle Small
s Staff Reporter
e site for the Halifax losio
Memorial Bells tower shonme al:
Fort Ngedham, not Seaview Memori-
al, Social Services Minister Edmund

Morris saj i

" He said the proposed Seaview Me-
morial, a remembrance of the 1917 ex-
plosion, is an inappropriate site.

Seaview Park lacks pedestrian ac-
cess, is on the outer edge of the pen-
insular city; and is topographically un-
suited, he said.

“Compared with Fort Needham,
it is relatively a security risk,” he
said.

Alderman Gerald O’Malley is ob-
structing the approval for the tower
for his own political purposes, the
Halifax-Needham MLA said.

The alderman’s proposal for the

Seaview Memorial would cost tax-
payers money, and since the city is
unlikely to allocate funds for that pur-
pose, it probably won't get done, Mr.
Morris said. -

- The bells’ electrical link to United
Memorial Church from Seaview would
also be more costly, he said. The site
for the explosion’s memorial has been
referred to city staff.

The $200,000 bells are a gift to the
city from Barbara Orr whose family
died in the explosion. Mr. Morris con-
tends their place should be within
view of the site of the 1917 explosion.
The Fort Needham property, donated
to the city years ago by the Halifax

- Relief Commission, overlooks the Har-

bour Narrows where the vessels Imo
and Mont Blanc collided 66 years ago
causing the devastating explosion.

Reginald A. Prest, chairman of
the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells
Committee, said in a news release the
design was selected because ‘it
makes a dramatic statement suggest-
ing an image of desfruction while si-
multaneously evoking the energetic
civic renewal that followed the devas-
tation.”

R e T

explosion memorial?

specialize in various types of design, Mr.
Carter saw Halifax had no permanent me-
morial to the thousands of Haligonians who
died in the Halifax Explosion of Dec. 6,
1917.

Breaking his class into syndicates he
assigned a project which requires them to
design a small building on the Halifax
waterfront, in the vicinity of the Maritime
Museum of the Atlantic. The proposed
building is to include space for displays in
two wings, other features the students are

l Kaye Street,

required to include in their designs are
amenities, office space and a viewing area
with a view of the harbor. Unfortunately
the plans will never go beyond that stage
being an academic exercise only.

“The Halifax Explosion had a pro-
found effect on the city so I thought I
would like to do something to mark the ex-
plosion as a project for my students,” he
said in an interview.

Mr. Carter said that Halifax provides
a wide varietly of styles of architecture
which would test the budding architect’s
imagination in blending their design with
existing structures.

He said that Halifax -had been given a
chance éxtended to few cities. Pointing to
the Hydrostone area, ‘mnpletely devastat-
ed in the explosion, as an example of the
re-design potential available at that time.

Having been invoived in many exhibi-
tion-type design competitions, Mr.Carter is
well qualified to lecture on the subject. His
London-based firm is one of the design fi-
nalists for an extension to the National
Gallery in London's Trafalgar Square. Mr.
Carter leaves Halifaxtoday to return to

_London.

While Mr. Carter is correct in that
there is no explosion memorial at this
time, there is one in the planning stage.
There is a committee called The Halifax
Explosion Memorial Bells Committee
headed by Halifax businessman R.A.
Prest.

This group has taken the carillon, do-
nated to United Memorial Church by Mrs.
T.W. Thompson, the sole-survivor of the
Samuéel Orr family. in its memory, and
which was removed from the building for
structural reasons. The group is now in the
process of selecting a design for a memori-
al in the Fort Needham area.

This memorial will take the form of a
tower incorporating the carillon which will

* be capable of being played either on site

or, by remote control, from the church on

..*‘d

Warrboldt-Watarfield

Edmund Morris, minister of social services, left, discusses
plans for the Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Tower with
Judge RobertE. Inglis and Reginaid A. Prest. : -
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"MEMORIAL
BELLS
COMMITTEE

P.O. Box 1207

Halifax North Postal Stn.

B3K 5H4 MODES OF SUPPORT - RECOGNITION
(902) 421-6730

Donations under $1,000 - Names of corporations and
individuals will be preserved
in a time capsule, to be
inserted within the structure.

Donations over $1,000 - Names of corporations and
individuals will be etched on
a bronze plaque, to be placed
in a prominent exterior
location on the carillon.

Sponsor-A-Bell - $5,000 - Corporations and individuals
may choose to sponsor one of

Honorary Co-Chairmen the nine bells. Appropriate
Mr. R.E. Inglis recognition and publicity is
iIon. Edmund Morris assured.
Chairman
Mr. Reginald A. Prest
Treasurer
Mr. Fred R. Nickerson SEND DONATIONS TO:
Secretary

Mr. R.H. (Dick) MacLean
LCdr. Bernard D. Allard

Mrs. Jean Harrington Halifax Explosion Memorial Bells Committee
Mr. Frank Harrington P.0. Box 1267

Mrs. Janet F. Kitz Halifax North Postal Station

Dr. H. lan MacGregor Halifax, Nova Scotia

Mr.]. Rod McLeod B3K S5H&

Mr. Bruce Nickerson

}I&; gjlg?énSEégrr (Donations are tax deductible.)

Mr. Terry Sullivan

Mr. Charles A. Vaughn

Mr. Roy Wilson 2y
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TO: Paul Calda, P. Eng., City Manager 1.

. CITY OF HALIFAx
FROM. M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate - DEVELOPMENT
DATE: October 18, 1983 ™
SUBJECT: United Memorial Church Bells &

A working Committee has been established to locate the
bells on Fort Needham.

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee
members that the Province is committed to funding $100,000. I
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally.

Terry advises that Olands has undertaken to raise the private sector
funds.

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site
available on Fort Needham as its contribution towards the project.
You might be receiving a call in that regard this week.

I will be arranging a site meeting later this week and
will prepare the necessary report to Council.

AR s

M.P. Woods
Development Assistant
Real Estate Division
Development Department

of ¥
/éu—._ 72’&—4—4 QM‘"""‘/



Paul Calda, P. Eng., City lanager
M.P. Woods, Dev. Assistant, Real Estate

Octobexr 18, 1983
-

e .»_ﬂ"}'ﬁj:i: VI

'United Memocrial Church Bells

:

A working Committce has been established to locate the
bells on Fort Needhan.

I understand from Terry Sullivan, one of the Committee
members that the Province is committed to funding $100,000. I
believe that this is subject to this amount being matched locally.
Terry advises that Clands has undertaken to raise the private sector
funds. '

As I understand, the City is being asked to make a site
available on Fort Needham as its contributlion towards the project.
You might be receiving a call in thst recard this week.

e =

I will be arranging a site meeting later this week and
will prepare tiie necessary report to Council.

W

t.P. Woods .
Developmrent Assistant
Real Estate Division
Developrent Department

¥MPY/rck
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. Grant, Director of Development

plennerhassett, City Clerk

CITY OF HALIFAX
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A staff report dated March 16, 1983, was submitted.

Alderman O'Malley, in referring to the submitted report,
.-2zed that he would like to clarify the matter of the memorial
vent on to refer to a service held at the United Memorial Church
=h time there was an indication from the City to attempt to
“he chimes into a memorial structure.

Alderman O'Malley advised of a subsequent meeting which
2d with representatives of the Church including Dr. McGregor
:ndicated it was never intended that the bells would ring
.. rather an interest of erecting a permanent memcorial for the
‘- fax explosion by placing the bells, or part of the bells, on a
r sided configuration out of the reach of vandals. Alderman
-"2=lley expressed the view that the costs presented in the report
~=zz in excess of what he had in mind and suggested a memorial
could be erected at a far lower cost than has been projected.

The City Manager referred to the weight of the bells and
~ £ cesign requirements and advised it was staff's understanding
“nat the bells had to be operational. The City Manager advised that
*2: City would have to obtain something in writing from the church

:Tilcating that the church will make the bells available and for
~“5e3T purpose, and Alderman O g_lle§ﬂ§§E€§_1f‘EE_E_bQuldﬁbg_ga:r%ed
S=t. His Worship suggested that a letter could be forwarded to

“icGregor and the City Manager indicated that if a positive
sponse is received, a proper design, both architecturally and
:ucturally, would have to be undertaken suggesting that the cost
tld be in the $15,000 range.

3
(ot
-

onmrs (4
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Alderman O'Malley questioned whether alternatives were not
2vailable such as through the Nova Scotia Technical College.
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