
P.O. Box 1749 
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Item No.
Halifax Regional Council 

July 18, 2017 

TO: Mayor Savage and Members of Halifax Regional Council 

SUBMITTED BY:
Jacques Dubé, Chief Administrative Officer 

DATE: June 6, 2017 

SUBJECT: Neighbourhood and Special District Signage 

ORIGIN 

January 24, 2017 Motion of Regional Council: 

MOVED by Councillor Walker, seconded by Councillor Mason: 

THAT Halifax Regional Council request a staff report to amend the Neighbourhood and Special 
District Signage Policy dated March 11, 2008 to include: 
Policy 1.5 Neighbourhood signs are permitted in the HRM street right-of-way.  
MOTION PUT AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY 

Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy adopted by Regional Council on April 1, 2008. 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that Halifax Regional Council adopt the proposed amendments to the Neighbourhood 
and Special District Signage Policy as set out in Attachment 1 of this report. 
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BACKGROUND 
 
On April 1, 2008, Regional Council adopted a Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy.  The 
purpose of the policy was to provide a consistent and coordinated approach to neighbourhood and special 
district signage.  The policy sets out the conditions through which neighbourhood and special district 
signage was to be managed and integrated in HRM’s larger signage program. 
 
As noted in the Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy, neighbourhoods are smaller areas 
within communities and tend not to have well defined or official boundaries. Neighbourhood signage is 
intended to identify a particular neighbourhood and to reinforce its sense of character. Special districts have 
definable boundaries and include Business Improvement Districts, Regional Streetscape projects, and 
Cultural/Heritage Districts.  
 
On January 24, 2017, Regional Council requested a staff report to amend the Neighbourhood and Special 
District Signage Policy dated March 11, 2008 to add “Policy 1.5 Neighbourhood signs are permitted in the 
HRM street right-of-way”. 
 
It was also clarified during Council discussion that any neighbourhood signs permitted in the street right-of-
way would have to meet all the applicable rules and regulations. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
The Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy was previously managed by the former Community 
Relations and Cultural Affairs section. The intent of the policy is to assist and facilitate local groups in the 
establishment of neighbourhood signs as a neighbourhood building and identification exercise, but not to 
mark official boundaries.  
 
As per Policy 1.1 of the current policy, the municipality approves sign installation locations only within 
neighbourhood parks or municipally owned open space.   
 
One of the challenges with the current policy relates to requests to locate neighbourhood signs within the 
municipal street right-of-way.  As the policy does not support the placement of signs within the street right-
of-way, the policy may not be fully addressing the desires of local groups and councillors. 
 
Council requested a staff report to amend the Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy to add 
“Policy 1.5 Neighbourhood signs are permitted in the HRM street right-of-way”.  Given the conflict with 
Policy 1.1, staff is recommending the addition of Policy 1.5 to state “Notwithstanding Policy 1.1, 
consideration can be given to permitting Neighbourhood signs in the HRM street right-of-way, conditional 
upon adherence to all municipal regulations.” This will allow consideration of signs in the street right-of-way 
if they pose no public safety concern.  
 
A further housekeeping amendment is recommended to Policy 3.1 to update policy governance from the 
former “Community Relations and Cultural Affairs” division to “Parks, Recreation & Communities”. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
There are no financial implications associated with this report. 
 
RISK CONSIDERATION 
 
There are no significant risks associated with the recommendations in this Report. The risks considered 
rate Low.  
 
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
There was no community engagement undertaken for this report. 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPLICATIONS 
 
None identified. 
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
Council could choose not to amend the Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Attachment 1 – Amending Policy - Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy 
Attachment 2 – Revised Neighbourhood and Special District Signage Policy 
 
 
 
A copy of this report can be obtained online at http://www.halifax.ca/council/agendasc/cagenda.php then choose the 
appropriate meeting date, or by contacting the Office of the Municipal Clerk at 902.490.4210, or Fax 902.490.4208. 
 
Report Prepared by: Gail Harnish, Admin Assistant, Parks, Recreation & Communities, 902-490-6048 



Attachment 1 

(Amending Policy) 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD AND SPECIAL DISTRICT SIGNAGE POLICY 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Halifax Regional Municipality that the Neighbourhood and 

Special District Signage Policy is amended as follows: 

1.  Policy 1.5 is added immediately following Policy 1.4 as follows:  

Notwithstanding Policy 1.1, consideration may be given to placement of Neighbourhood signs in 

the HRM street right‐of‐way conditional upon the prior approval of the Engineer and compliance 

with all municipal policies, by‐laws and permitting requirements. 

2.  Policy 3.1 is amended by: 

(a)  striking out the words “Community Relations and Cultural Affairs staff” at the beginning 

of the Policy; and 

(b)  adding the words “Parks, Recreation & Communities” at the beginning of the Policy. 

 

Done and passed this    day of June, 2017. 

               

Mayor 

 

              Municipal Clerk 

   



 

   



 

   



 

   



 


